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Located among mesquite-covered h i l l s on a town square once f r o n t e d 
by commerical b u i l d i n g s , the courthouse now presents a l o n e l y appearance. 
The wooden commerical b u i l d i n g s are gone and an ornamental wooden fence 
t h a t once surrovanded the square, along w i t h a w i n d m i l l and tank, have 
also been removed. An a t t r a c t i v e two-story stone-walled j a i l located 
near the south entrance t o the courthouse has also been razed. 

The courthouse l o c a t i o n and plan were t y p i c a l of Texas t r a d i t i o n 
d a t i n g back t o the f i r s t h a l f o f the nineteenth century. The s t r u c t u r e 
i s s i t u a t e d i n the center o f the o l d town square. The ground-floor p l a n , 
i s square w i t h four entrances and c o r r i d o r s crossing at r i g h t angles, and 
had been employed f o r many other courthouses. I n the four quadrants 
were three o f f i c e s and a v a u l t . However, the second-floor plan w i t h 
the courtroom a t the east end and j u r y rooms and stairway at the west 
i s not so common. The manner i n which p r o j e c t i n g masses express the 
judges bench on the n o r t h and the stairway on the south are noteworthy 
features. 

The quarry-faced ashlar limestone i s outstanding. Also noteworthy 
at each entrance, are the Roman arch extrados t e r m i n a t i n g at s c u l p t u r a l 
features w i t h simple f o l i a t e d designs and features e n c i r c l i n g likenesses 
of owls. The "cornerstone" f l a n k i n g the n o r t h entrance and bearing the 
name of the b u i l d e r s i n high r e l i e f i s also noteworthy. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g i s t y p i c a l o f the pe r i o d . Load-
bearing w a l l s are masonry throughout; these support 2 x 12 f l o o r j o i s t s 
on the second f l o o r and heav^' wooden trusses at the ro o f . Wooden l i n t e l s 
are used throughout over w a l l openings. The roof i s covered w i t h 
standing-seam metal and the tower i s sheathed w i t h galvanized i r o n i n stamped 
patterns of C l a s s i c a l d e t a i l s . On the i n t e r i o r , w a l l s are p l a s t e r e d . 
A wainscot of beaded boards appears i n the o f f i c e s . Located i n the west 
c o r r i d o r the stairway w i t h i t s newel posts, and spindles i s a t t r a c t i v e l y 
d e t a i l e d , and the courtroom has f i n e woodwork around the openings. 
Throughout, the woodwork i s yellow pine. Overhead, stamped metal 
c e i l i n g s are s t i l l i n t a c t ; the c e i l i n g and cove i n the courtroom are 
e s p e c i a l l y noteworthy. 

Since the b u i l d i n g i s square, the fotar facades are s i m i l a r . The 
nort h and soutJi e l e v a t i o n s are i d e n t i c a l as are the east and west elevations 
On each side of the ground l e v e l are arched p r o j e c t i o n s which create shal­
low porches. On the second s t o r y , these p r o j e c t i o n s continue t o the r o o f , 
c r e a t i n g an alcove on the east f o r the bench i n the courtroom. On the 
north and south sides the p r o j e c t i o n s c r e a t i n g the porches become nearly 
f l u s h w i t h the b u i l d i n g w a l l , thus c r e a t i n g balconies. These balconies 
are decorated w i t h slabs o f limestone p o s i t i o n e d vertically and h o r i z o n t a l l y 
to create the e f f e c t of a r a i l i n g - i n recent years problems w i t h water 
leakage have developed from these f e a t u r e s . 
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window openings are spanned w i t h both l i n t e l s and arches. A l l 
the o f f i c e and j u r y room openings as w e l l as the corner courtroom window 
openings have l i n t e l s o f l imestone and c o n t a i n double hung sashes w i t h 
two narrow l i g h t s i n each sash. The s t a i rway and center courtroom window 
openings are spanned w i t h segmental arches and c o n t a i n t h r e e - l i g h t 
transoms and p a i r e d do i±) le -hung sashes each o f which i s s i m i l a r t o those 
i n the o the r openings. 

F o l l o w i n g a c q u i s i t i o n by the B a p t i s t Church, t o accommodate s e r v i c e s , 
two i n t e r i o r load bea r ing w a l l s were removed f rom the ground f l o o r , and 
a t r u s s was i n s t a l l e d above the courtroom f l o o r t o support the second 
f l o o r . Otherwise the b u i l d i n g i s i n v i r t u a l l y o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n ; 
few o l d Texas courthouses have more o r i g i n a l f a b r i c i n t a c t . The c o u r t ­
house has never had plumbing i n s t a l l e d ; ou t s ide p r i v i e s were used. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old I r i o n County Courthouse possesses l o c a l h i s t o r i c and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . The b u i l d i n g represents the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f 
the county and i t possesses f i n e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s . 

Located i n West Texas, I r i o n County i s p r i m a r i l y ranching country. 
The county was created from Tom Green County and organized i n 1889, 
and named f o r Robert A. I r i o n , a doctor o f medicine who p r a c t i c e d h i s 
profession i n Nacogdoches, Texas, and who became a leader of the Republic 
of Texas. By 1890, the county p o p u l a t i o n was 870 and i n 19 73 the 
population was only about 1,200. 

The Old I r i o n County Courthouse i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
by imposing form and a t t r a c t i v e d e t a i l s , and h i s t o r i c a l l y by i t s r o l e 
i n the growth of West Texas. Designed and b u i l t by the f i r m o f Martin 
and Moodie of Comanche, Texas, prominent West Texas c o n t r a c t o r s , the 
b u i l d i n g has f i n e d e t a i l s of e x t e r i o r masonry and of i n t e r i o r wood and 
metal work. 

The courthouse was completed i n the s p r i n g o f 1901 a t a cost of 
$20,500. Two s t o r i e s high, the b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y had four o f f i c e s 
on the f i r s t f l o o r and j u r y rooms and a courtroom on the second. 
The courthouse was used u n t i l 1936, when I r i o n County voted t o 
move the county seat t o Mertzon by a 453-222 margin. A f t e r i t was 
abandoned by county o f f i c i a l s , the courthouse was used by the 
Sherwood Homemakers Club u n t i l 1951, when i t was bought and used 
by the B a p t i s t Church. I n 1966 a p r i v a t e owner bought the pr o p e r t y 
and donated the use of i t t o the community o f Sherwood. The annual 
Sherwood Homecoming has been he l d on the courthouse lawn i n 
June since 1956. 
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