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INAME 
HISTORIC 

Joe E.' Turner House 
AND/OR COMMON 

[LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

_ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

T f a s r a X j { - VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

' 6 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

H i l l 
CODE 

217 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

^ P R I V A T E 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

— I N PROCESS 

— BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

X _ W O R K IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

X _ Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— N O 

PRESENTUSE 

AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

-TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

Q O W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M r . a n d M r s . W . T . C r o u c h 

STREET & NUMBER 

R o u t e 1 B o x 4 2 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

I t a s c a 5 ( _ VICINITYOF T e x a s 

B L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC j j ^ j ^ j ^ C o u u t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

H i l l s b o r o 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c A m e r i c a n B u i l d i n g S u r v e y ( T e x a s 1 3 6 ) 
DATE 

J ^ g g J ^ jj_FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

W a s h i n g t o n , D - r . 



I DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGI NAL SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

^ F A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joe E. Turner House i s a one s t o r y frame s t r u c t u r e t y p i c a l 
of a Texas mid-nineteenth century "double house." Two large rooms, 
one on e i t h e r side of an open c e n t r a l h a l l form the basic u n i t . A 
continuous porch extends along the south facade. Two shed rooms and 
a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the h a l l extend across the n o r t h facade. A l l rooms 
open i n t o the h a l l . The two p r i n c i p a l rooms also have doorways t h a t 
open t o the porch on the south. The foundations c o n s i s t of limestone 
p i e r s . Hand hewn, mortised and pegged oak members provide the s t r u c 
t u r a l frame of the house. Except f o r the f l u s h , h o r i z o n t a l cypress 
boarding shielded by the porch on the south, a l l other e x t e r i o r w a l l s 
are faced w i t h cypress weatherboarding (clapboards). Two n a t i v e 
limestone chimneys are centered on the east and west ends of the main 
rooms. Wood shingles cover the r o o f . 

The f l o o r i n g i s s i x inch pine lumber. Walls are f i n i s h e d w i t h 
f l u s h boarding which v a r i e s between ten and one h a l f t o e i g h t and 
one h a l f inches wide. V^indows are pegged, double hung sash w i t h twelve 
l i g h t s . Trim i s p l a i n wood, pa i n t e d . 

During the 1880s, the h a l l was enclosed by two, four paneled 
doors w i t h glazed s i d e l i g h t s . Also d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , a ki t c h e n 
a d d i t i o n replaced the northwest shed room. These a d d i t i o n s have now 
been removed and the house i s being r e s t o r e d by Mr. and Mrs. W. T. 
Crouch of I t a s c a , Texas. 

There are evidences of enclosing fences. A c i s t e r n i s located 
o f f the southeast corner. Evidences of foundations of a summer ki t c h e n 
e x i s t near the northwest corner. Barns, smokehouse, and other b u i l d i n g s 
e x i s t e d n o r t h of the house. Capt. John S t u b b l e f i e l d ' s grave l i e s to 
the southeast. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

- 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

— 1500 1599 

— 1600 1699 

- 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 

-X l 800 1899 

— 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

KARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

— ENGINEERING 

XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Turner House i s an e x c e l l e n t example of mid-nineteenth 
century r u r a l Texas domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e . This house i s one of 
the e a r l i e s t s t r u c t ^ e s s t i l l e x i s t i n g i n the H i l l County area, 
d a t i n g from the 1850s. I t i s remarkable t h a t the house remained 
r e l a t i v e l y unchanged f o l l o w i n g m o d i f i c a t i o n s during the 1880s. 

The t y p i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of an e a r l y Texas house are e v i 
dent i n the plan , c o n s t r u c t i o n , o r i e n t a t i o n , and s i t i n g o f the 
house. The plan i s a "double house" w i t h a room on e i t h e r side 
of the open c e n t r a l h a l l or "run," w i t h enclosed shed rooms along 
the n o r t h facade and an open porch extending along the south. 
Large hand hewn, mortised and pegged oak members provide the s t r u c 
t u r a l framework of the house. Except f o r the f l u s h , h o r i z o n t a l 
cypress boarding shielded by the porch on the south, a l l other 
e x t e r i o r w a l l s are faced w i t h cypress weatherboarding (clapboards). 
The window sash are pegged. The house i s o r i e n t e d w i t h the porch 
toward the south p r o v i d i n g p r o t e c t i o n against the summer sun. The 
s i t e i s on a r i s e on the "mountain", located near a n a t u r a l spring 
on the headwaters of Richland Creek. 

The house i s located on land granted t o the h e i r s of a Texas 
s o l d i e r , Orlando Wheeler, who was k i l l e d f i g h t i n g f o r Texas Inde
pendence a t Goliad. One t h i r d of the o r i g i n a l g r a n t , or 1573 acres, 
was a l l o c a t e d t o Wm. L. M i t c h e l l as " l o c a t i v e i n t e r e s t " f o r loca
t i n g the grant. M i t c h e l l , o r i g i n a l l y from Tennessee, gained t i t l e 
t o the land i n 1856, p r o b l a b l y moved there s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r and 
b u i l t the house. 

I n 1867, W i l l i a m and Mary M i t c h e l l s o l d t h e i r property t o Capt. 
John S t u b b l e f i e l d of Walker County, Texas f o r $1400 and moved t o 
E l l i s County. John S t u b b l e f i e l d was born November 4, 1804. Sources 
l i s t him being from any one of three places: V i r g i n i a , North Carolina, 
or Kentucky. He l i v e d i n southeastern Texas as e a r l y as 1840. The 
Census of 1860 l i s t s him as a c o t t o n p l a n t e r i n Walker County worth 
$13,000 i n r e a l e state and $47,789 i n personal property ( i n c l u d i n g 
twenty-six slaves.) 

(Continued on supplementary sheet) 
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Cattle owned by John Stubblefield ranged along the Richland 
and Pecan Creeks i n H i l l County early i n the 1850's. According 
to the records surveyed, Stubblefield established the e a r l i e s t 
ranching operation i n H i l l County. At the peak of these ranch
ing a c t i v i t i e s , Stubblefield owned 1700 c a t t l e and 120 horses. 
During the early 1860's, Stubblefield purchased 800 acres i n 
the southem part of H i l l County, but he did not move to the 
county u n t i l 1867, a f t e r the C i v i l War. This was when he bought 
the Mitch e l l property. Two years l a t e r he purchased additional 
land, including a g r i s t m i l l and sawmill i n Johnson County, This 
l a s t s i t e developed i n t o a community named for Stiobblefield. 

John Stubblefield died A p r i l 3, 1877, Three years a f t e r h i s 
death, Joe E, Turner bought the place from Jacob Stubblefield, 
adopted son and h e i r of John Stubblefield, The Joe E, Tumer 
family modified the house, presumably during the 1880's, At t h i s 
time the h a l l was enclosed and kitchen addition replaced the north
west shed room, Joseph Turner's son, Reuben, l i v e d i n the house 
u n t i l 1950, Following Reuben Turner's occupancy, the house was 
abandoned f o r l i v i n g purposes, 

Mr, and Mrs, W. T. Crouch of Itasca, Texas, now own the house 
and are i n the process of restoring i t to i t s e a r l i e r appearance. 
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UGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l ^ ^ s t h a n a u a c r c 
UTM REFERENCES L a t 32° 1 0 ' 22" Long . 97° 0 5 ' 3 1 " 

A | l , 4 | 1617,919,4,01 13 5 16 .019,9,0 I BI . 1 1 1 . 1 . , 1 1 , 1 . 1 , , 1 
ZONE EASTING 

c| 1 M 1 . 1 1 1 1 
NORTHING 

1 . 1 . 1 , . 1 
ZONE EASTING 

Dl . 1 1 1 . 1 , . 
NORTHING 

1 1 , i . i . . 1 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

K a t h e r i n e L i v i n g s t o n 
ORGANIZATION 

Eugene George, AIA 
DATE 

August 5, 19 76 
STREET* NUMBER 

1224 American Bank Tower 
TELEPHONE 

(512) 472-1201 
CITY OR TOWN 

A u s t i n 

STATE 

Texas 78701 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL _X_ 























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
TEXAS 

Date Entered 
APR 13 1977 

Kcune Location 

Howls Site 

Yanddll Site 

Gilbert Site 

Bosque County Courthouse 

Hart, f leredj th, Hotuse 

Turner, Joe E, House 

Sadler Site 

Koona Site 

Qulttoon vicinity 
Wood County 

Ecaory vicinity 
Rales County 

Effiory vicinity 
Rains County 

1-Ierldlan 
Bosque County 

Rio Vista vicinity 
Johnson County 

Itasea vicinity 
HUl County 

Alba vicinity 
Wood County 

Eaory vicinity 
Ralne County 

Also Notified 
Kon. John G. Tower 

Kon. Lloyd H, Bentsen 
Son. Cam B, Ilall, Jr. 
Hon. Ray Roberta 
!!on. R. Poa^e 
Uoa. OUii E. T«*aguo 

Regional Director, Southweat 
Region 

State Historic Freservatlou Officer 
l i r . Truett I^atlxaer 
Executive Director 
Tesias Hl5tcricr»l Cc-va*.i*i3ion 
P. 0. tar, 1227C}., Cipitol Station 
Austin, Texas 76711 

I 880 Mott 4/19/77 



NR Data 
'D -)h DATE 

Reviewer INITIALS i 

DOE 

APR 1 3 t977 

N A M E A S IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: T u m e r , Joe E . , House 

OTHER Kfi>XS: 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREET & NUMBER 3 mi. E of Itasca on SR 934 

OTY. TOWN 

sTATt T e x a s 48 
VICINITY OF Itasca 

CONGRtS i lONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

H i l l 

6th 

code 

217 

OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y : (Circle) (FMVAT^! STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUIOT OTHER 

ADMINISTRATORCunderiine) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAIffi): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

Ĉ OUTOWEST-̂  ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTrnvTST 

F E A T U R E S I INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIF.0>:5 
S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 ^^^S^vsbstanti a l l y i n t a c t - 2 . S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 

"^unknown - 4 ui"iknov«n-5 unlcnovm -6 
— not app l i cab le - 7 _ not app l i cab le - 8 _ Kct a r p l i c a t l e - 9 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , cnvir~ns not i n t a c t - O , 

C O N D I T I O N - — E X C t l l E N T _0 ITER10RATED —UNALTERED /XORIGINALSITE 

_ G O O D _ I I O I N S ^2yklTeRED _ M 0 V E D 

^^AtH —UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed —Unknown 
—I'nexcQvato'i —Excavated 

ACCESS-

historic district 

e s - r e s t r i c t e d ^ Yes-unrestricted No access 

NO 

YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTPJCT? 
IF YES, NAME! 

WITHIN NATIOIIAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NA"J: : 

YES NoĴ  

ADAPTIVE U S E : YES Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N f S ) : (use "ftcabulary words) 

then- \^ J) U. 5 £ 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
—AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

first 5 ) 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

- E D U C A T I O N 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

YES 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHIIECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A V V , ' ( ; o v ' t / p o l i t i c s —SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

oldest'-• y *«only'J YES NO 

entertainment 
—he a l t h 

recreation 
sooAL/HUMANiTAR'AN i ^ s e t t l c m o n t 

socio/cultural 
TRANSPORTATION Urban i commun 
OTHER ISPECIfYI p l a n n i n g 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E ; 

architecV'm .builder; engineer: 

landscap^garden designer: artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: buildei/contractor: C j , ) ! ^ ^ L . />/'^-AxJ^ 

ETHNIC GROUP; 

NAMES; : . u 3 ' ' ^ - - ^ r ^ . v % M ^ 
personal j ^ ^fuhi^U^^'^ 

(label role 

appropriate date) 

events 

institutional 

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : )^ t> ^ 7 (j? ^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1 3 ( ~^ 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E . KOMINATICN) 

FEDERAL AG 

PRIVATE^ STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E .'(to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S ; (include architectural inform.ition here) , i.' 

SIGNIFICANCE .(maximum two sentences) 


