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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Erath County Courthouse 
AND/OR C0IV1M0N 

• LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

P u b l i c Square _ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

S t e p h e n v i l l e VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

/ 7 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

.XBUILOINGIS) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

XPUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

-XOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

_VES RESTRICTED 

J J Y E S UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

X_GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

• O W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

County o f Era th 
STREETS. NUMBER 

Pub l i c Square 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

S t e D h e n v i l l e _ VICINITY OF Texas 

• LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.̂  . j . i ^ ^ i i 

u r f i c e o f tne County C l e r k . Era tn 
County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

P u b l i c S q i i a r e 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

• R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

J u l y , 1 9 7 0 —FEDERAL XSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR . . , , . 
SURVEY RECORDS T c x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

CITY, TOWN _ . . 

A u s t i n 
STATE CITY, TOWN _ . . 

A u s t i n Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

.^EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

_5^LTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

<LoRIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Erath County Courthouse, a vividly polychromatic s t r u c t u r e 
of n a t i v e white limestone and red Pecos sandstone, i s three s t o r i e s 
i n h e i g h t and 80 f e e t by SO f e e t i n plan dimensions. I t has an 
extreme height o f 95 f e e t . 

The concept of the f l o o r plan i s s i m i l a r t o many Texas courthouses, 
although the perimeter, w i t h i t s rhythm of recessed planes and p r o j e c t i n g 
p a v i l i o n s appears only i n the work o f J. Ri e l y Gordon. On the f i r s t 
l e v e l , i n t e r s e c t i n g c o r r i d o r s d i v i d e the f l o o r i n t o four quadrants 
c o n t a i n i n g o f f i c e s f o r the treasurer, county c l e r k , tax assessor, and 
county judge. Stairways a t the'east and west v e s t i b u l e s lead t o the 
second s t o r y c o n t a i n i n g d i s t r i c t courtroom and o f f i c e s . On the t h i r d 
l e v e l are a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e s . 

The supporting w a l l s f o r the tower extend through the center of the 
b u i l d i n g , n e c e s s i t a t i n g some departure from the t r a d i t i o n a l Texas court­
house plan where the courtroom i s usually symmetrically p o s i t i o n e d . I n 
the Erath temple the courtroom i s loc a t e d on the south side of the 
second f l o o r c o r r i d o r which i s o f f s e t t o pass around the tower w a l l s on 
three sides. On the ground l e v e l , small openings allow c o r r i d o r c i r c u l a ­
t i o n t o pass through the supporting tower w a l l s . 

The massing o f the courthouse emphasizes appropriate components. 
Each facade consists o f a f i v e - p a r t composition dominated by the c e n t r a l 
tower which was the f o c a l p o i n t o f the surrounding area. Rather than 
c r e a t i n g corner and entrance; p a v i l i o n s as was o r d i n a r i l y done i n Texas 
courthouse design, Gordon brought the two imtermediate bays forward and 
crowned them w i t h ' t r i a n g u l a r pediments--a corftpcsition of masses t h a t he 
also would l a t e r employ on the courthouses f o r V i c t o r i a Coionty and 
Fayette County. The east and west entrances which open i n t o the 
s t a i r v e s t i b u l e , along w i t h the n o r t h entrance, are accented by the 
f l a n k i n g p a v i l i o n s and a m.odest ba l u s t r a d e , w h i l e the south entrance i s 
somewhat subdued by the second-story w a l l which i s f l u s h w i t h the face 
of the p a v i l i o n s . The v a r i a i o n i n the second s t o r y treatment on the 
south was n e c e s s i t a t i e d by the larg e space r e q u i r e d f o r the d i s t r i c t 
courtroom. On the nor t h side o n l y , Syrian columns support an entrance 
arch, thus p r o v i d i n g an a d d i t i o n a l v a r i a t i o n . 

The c e n t r a l tower w i t h i t s s t e e p l y hipped roof dominates t h i s com­
p o s i t i o n . A Howard clock w i t h f o u r faces was i n s t a l l e d several years 
a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n was completed by i n 1950, the mechanism was 
replaced by an e l e c t r i c clock. 

Other s u b t l e d e t a i l s c o n t r i b u t e f u r t h e r t o the richness o f the 
e x t e r i o r . Below the water t a b l e i s acourse of red sandstone; t h i s 
m a t e r i a l also was used f o r the water t a b l e and stringcourses the l a t t e r 
of which form the window s i l l s . On the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s , the 
center p i e r s of the openings have rudimentary c a p i t a l s . F i n a l l y , the com-
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p o s i t i o n o f the main mass of the b u i l d i n g i s surmounted by a cornice w i t h 
red sandstone consoles; the p a v i l i o n gables also are capped w i t h red 
sandstone. On the n o r t h , east and west the gables are decorated w i t h 
geormetrical features w i t h c o n t r a s t i n g c o l o r s . 

The i n t e r i o r f i n i s h e s were also noteworthy. While p l a s t e r w a l l s 
were used throughout, the c o r r i d o r f l o o r s were covered w i t h marble t i l e s 
of c o n t r a s t i n g pink and grey colors l a i d i n checkerboard p a t t e r n s . 
The s t a i r s were b u i l t w i t h p r e f a b r i c a t e d i r o n components. 

I n 1950, the courthouse was remodeled. Aluminum windows were 
i n s t a l l e d , the i n t e r i o r was pa i n t e d , e x t e r i o r w a l l s were sandblasted 
and a new roof of r i g i d asbestos was added. Otherwise the h i s t o r i c 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c remains r e l a t i v e l y unchanged marking the 
s t r u c t u r e as being of h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e t o the 
county. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

X l 800 1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

_XARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1891-1892 B U I L D E R / A R C H I T E C T R i e l y G o r d o n & D . E . L a u b 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

An outstanding example of Romanesque Revival design, the s t r u c t u r e 
possesses considerable a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . . . A picturesque . 
composition, i t i s among the many f i n e courthouses designed by J., 
Riely Gordon and represents the f i r s t phase i n a three-step e v o l u t i o n 
of the t r a d i t i o n a l courthouse from a plan type based on a square w i t h 
crossing c o r r i d o r s , t o a plan type w i t h a c e n t r a l open c o u r t , and f i n a l l y 
t o a plan i n c r u c i f o r m c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h a c e n t r a l a i r s h a f t and 
masonry tower r e p l a c i n g the c o u r t o f the second phase. As such, i t 
has r e g i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and should be inclu d e d among 
a group of county courthouses i n Texas t h a t represents Gordon's c r e a t i v e 
approach t o the e v o l u t i o n of a unique courthouse plan. 

Earth County was s e t t l e d i n the 1850's by John M. and W i l l i a m 
F. Stephen who e s t a b l i s h e d S t e p h e n v i l l e which w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
of the county i n 1856 became the county seat. 

..o 
The f i r s t courthouse i n Erath Coionty was a frame' b u i l d i n g 

b u i l t a t the time the county was organized. This s t r u c t u r e burned i n 
1866, destroying a l l county records. Following the f i r e , the Commis­
sioners' Court leased a commercial b u i l d i n g u n t i l the second courthouse 
was completed i n 186 7. A two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e o f rock, i t cost 
$11,876.00 and served the county f o r 24 years. 

On June 14, 1891, the Fort Worth Daily Gazette reported t h a t the 
Erath County CoiTimissioners' Court was prepared t o receive bids f o r the 
co n s t r u c t i o n of a new courthouse. I n the meantime, however, a c t i o n on 
the matter was delayed pending the outcome of an e l e c t i o n on the question 
of moving the county seat t o Di±)lin. When the vote determined t h a t the 
county seat would remain i n S t e p h e n v i l l e the Conmiissloners awarded the 
con t r a c t f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the county seat t o a r c h i t e c t s J. Riely 
Gordon and D.E. Laub and c o n t r a c t o r S.A. Tomlinson of Fort Worth. The 
cont r a c t cost was set at $59,173.00. Tomlinson was t o raze the o l d 
courthouse at a cost of $350.00 making the t o t a l cost of the p r o j e c t 
$58,823.00. 

On December 3, 1891, the cornerstone was l a i d w i t h f u l l Masonic 
r i t u a l by the S t e p h e n v i l l e Lodge Number 26 7. I n s i d e the hollow corner­
stone, "hewn out o f our white limestone, w i t h appropriate carvings and 
in s c r i p t i o n " - w e r e l o c a l newspapers, a p i n t of whiskey and several pieces 
of j e w e l r y . 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 a n r f a . q 

UTM REFERENCES 

A [ l ^ |5 |7 ,5 |2 .0 ,0 | 13.5 16.419.1,01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU 1 I • I • . I I • -i . I • • I 

B[_Z I I • I • • I I • I . I • • ! 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

l l l l l l l I • I . I • • I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

I t occupies the p u b l i c square at i n t e r s e c t i o n of Texas 10 8 and 
U.S. 377. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[ Q F O R M PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE W i l l a r d B. Robinson-Professor o f A r c h i t e c t u r e 

S. E l i z a b e t h Sasser, Research A s s i s t a n t 12/17/76 
ORGANIZATION 

D i v i s i o n of A r c h i t e c t u r e - Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y 
DATE 

8-6/742-2464 
STREETS NUMBER 

P.O. Box 4499 
TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN 

Lubbock, 
STATE 

Texas 

[STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAI STATE X LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tfie Natigfial Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Ragjster arid certify tha<yiL has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Servicei 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE 
Texas State H i s t o r i c Preservation : f i c e r 

DATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDEQIN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

D<niiOTO'ft; 
ATTEST: 

1 arrioQGr ftinfu-iihQyi,tA,¥/•» 

KCCPCf̂  ei"Tlie M^illOKAL npai j fER 

GPO 892 .453 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

U N l T t D STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

APR 5 
RECEIVED 

AUG 18 1977 
DATE ENTERED 

AUG 18 1977 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
Ecatn County 

ITEM NUMBER A. PAGE 

The b u i l d i n g was r ece ived by the county i n 1892 and continues t o 
serve i t s o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n . 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered AUG 1 8 1977 

Name Location 

I 
60 

a 

I 
u 
3 
& 

00 

00 

Coryell County Courtliouso 

Erath County Courthouse 

Old Victoria County Courthouse 

Point Bolivar Lighthouse 

Gatesvllle 
Coryell County 

Stephenville 
Erath County 

Victoria 
Victoria County 

Port Bolivar vicinity 
Calveston County 

Val Verde County Courthouse and Jail Del Rio 
Val Verde County 

Galveston Seawall 

Oliphant House 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Kilaa vicinity 
Sabine County 

o 
(J 

o 
ta 

o 
00 
00 

Also Notified 

Ron. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd Bentsen 
Bon. W. R. Foa^a 
Hon. Oraar Burleson 
Ron. John Young 
Hon. Jack Brooks 
Hon. Robert C. Krueger 
Hon. Charles Uilson 

State Historic Preservatiou Officer 
Mr, Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Comoission 
P. 0. Box 12276* Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 



mm VC MB tbLa £2> it l i i iff (LiikS^ 

' f )NAME as i t appears on federal register: 
E ra th County Courthouse 

• 2 ) O T H E R N A M E S : 

5;LOCATIOPJ « t r«e t &. nuiubor 
P u b l i c Square 

c i t y / town 
S t e p h e n v i l l e 

v i c i n i t y of state 
TX 

county 
Era th 

7) OWNER DPRIYATE DSTfTt QMUNICIPAl BCOUNTY OMUITIPIE • f̂ DERAUaEcncy name). 

c o u n t y code'-

17 
^ N P S R E G I O N : 

Sii_ 
^ A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 

•5) EXISTING SURVEYS QHABS DHACR • HHl | @ ) FU N O E D ? QYES • K O ] @ C O N G R E S S . niSTRICT 1 7 t h 

, .ilT .̂ ti NATIOSAl REGISTER HISI 
• ?ES Miur 

;;ic ciSiRicT? 

J K / S O U R C E o f N O M I N A T I O N 

g l C O ^ I T I O N 
5>«xcellent 
• good 
• f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

Qinltei-ed 
• unal tered 
• reconstructed 
• excavated 

jWITNIN NATIONAI HiSIuiUC LANDMARK?  
• YES. N.'.Mt 

i r i g i n a l s i te 
• moved 
• u n k n o w n 

JSTATE • FEDERAL. 

ACREAGE 
. • L O C A L 

B<1)BSTANTIALir INTACT-2 

il stite who prepared form? 

• PRIVATE ORCANIZATirN 

^ f e a t u r e s : ^B^CBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 , 

2DN0T INTACT-O S Q NOT INTACT-O 

^•UNKNOWN-4 ii^UNKNOWN-S 

? • HOT APPLICABLE-7 £ • NOT APPLICABLE-8 

]PRIVATE 

i^tl^mTANTIALLY INTACT-3 

O^NOT INTACT 
^•UNKNOWN-6 
^ •NOT APPLICABLE-9 

I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? • y e s • I C C E S S • Y E S - R e s l r l c l e d E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • N o A c c e s s • U n k n o w n i)AOAPTIVE USE 011% CKo SAVED' •YES 

^functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY S!GNIFICANT:fifULnlI^ CiUA^kitLOiL. 
CURRENTLY: OOJtlUL 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: 119 1 * ^ 
major alterations: f^SD~ Kf|(%adLUtldl 
liistoric events: 

^ E T H N I C CROUP 
^ A S S O C I A T I O N 

; i a rchi tec tura l style(s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r bui lder : ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ landscape archi tect /garden 'designer: j ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: 

1 
^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

5i)AHEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-: •COMMERCE'S 

• ARCHEOLOCY-historic-I • COMMUNICATIONS-? 

• AGRICUlTURE-3 • CONSERVATION-1 

• AllCHiTECTUR£-4 •ECONOMICS-9 

• AIT-5 • EDUCATION-IO 

• ENGINEERING-11 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 
• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTK-27 

• INOUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH. 

• LAW-16 
• LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 

• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 

15 •P0LITICS/G0VT.-21 • RECREAT ION-28 

• REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAl-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S : exp la in 
" ^ f l r s f O 

•oldes t ' • 

' on ly ' • 

5 ^ N A M E S give role & date 
^PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 
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