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Located in the center of downtown San Antonio, adjacent to the Hemisfair Plaza on the 
south, and to the San Arttonio river on the west, is the commercial area that grew up 
around Texas' most famous shrine, The Alamo. The Alamo Plaza Historic District 
contains the Alamo chapel, a public plaza once part of the mission courtyard, and the 
surrounding commercial structures built mainly in the late 19th century and early 20th 
century. The boundaries basically include the buildings immediately surrounding Alamo 
Plaza bounded by south Broadway, east Commerce, Bonham and Travis, including a building 
one block to the east, the Crockett Hotel, and another building one block to the north, 
the Turn Verein. 

Originally Alamo Plaza was part of the courtyard of the Mission San Antonio de Valero 
founded on this site in 1724. By 1761 the mission buildings consisted of the convent, 
chapel, granary and the Indian quarters. The chapel, begun in 1744, was destroyed by 
a storm a few years later. Although the buildinq is dated 1758 the towered chapel was 
s t i l l under construction when poor design caused a partial collapse. I t was never 
completed. Encompassing the north end of what is now part of the Alamo Plaza district, 
the mission buildings and courtyard weee enclosed and the missionaries and Indians lived 
within its walls. Activities waned after 1765 and by 1793 the Spanish secularized the 
mission and divided the lands. Serving the military, rather than an ecclesiastical head'-
quarters during the early 19th century, the abandoned mission quartered troops of the 
Spanish and Mexican Army, and finally the rebellious Texas forces in 1836. Following 
the Battle of the Alamo in the Texas War for Independence, the fortifications had been 
destroyed and most of the buildings were in ruins. For a while squatters took ad­
vantage of the unsettled conditions and moved onto the plaza and in the building rû 'ris 
that surrounded i t . An 1840 account of the plaza described a deserted area with only 

there was a long row of adobe, flat-roofed 
Office (17) to H.L. Green Department store 
States, the government took over the 

The present facade of the Alamo chapel 

a few jacales on the west side, but by 1848 
buildings running from what is now the Post 
(9). After Texas was annexed to the United 
grounds and used them for quartermaster purposes, 
dates from the 1849 restoration. 

The f i r s t large structure to be built in the plaza was the Maverick house, a two-story, 
rectangu lar structure with outbuildings constructed in 1850. The house was built at 
the north on the current site of the Gibbs Building (16). Little else fronted on the 
courtyard except old Indian huts and jaciies until William A. Menger built his house and 
brewery in the mid-1850's at the southwest corner of the Plaza de Valero, present site 
of the Menger Hotel. When he built his hotel in 1859, a few more business houses were 
attracted to the area. 

The present size of the open space in themidst of the plaza district is the result of 
action taken by the city in 1871. That year the Roman Catholic church sold to the 
city the old granary building at the southern boundary of the old courtyard, with the 
condition that the area around i t be incorporated as part of the plaza. The city used 
the building for a police station and j a i l for a few months, and then demolished i t to 
incorporate the old mission courtyard and the adjoining Plaza de Valero to form what is 
now called Alamo Plaza. 

The plaza began as a barren area which, in rainy weather, resembled a quagmire. During 
the Civil War, the plaza was neglected, but as cattle became important, the square 
teemed with drovers, cowboys and animals. The f i r s t pavement around the square, laid 
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in 1888, consisted of mesquite blocks. A city order in 1887 had erected a public 
water closet and privy. Alderman A. F. Wulff, a native of Germany who came to 
San Antonio in 1850, was interested in horticulture. He advocated beautification of 
this and Main Plaza by landscaping parks in their centers. Thus, at the same time 
the city council called for building the four paved streets around the plaza in 1888, 
a garden was planted and 30 iron benches were placed around the square. William 
Reuter erected the f i r s t bandstand in the plaza in 1890 at his own expense. Removed 
to San Pedro Park in the early 20th century, the structure was replaced in later years 
by another bandstand. Improvements to tie plaza proper are currently in progress. The 
entire square is being covered with paving blocks and the street in front of the Alamo 
has been closed and is being incorporated into the square. In addition, a new band­
stand (21) has been constructed in the plaza. 

The Alamo Plaza are is located in the center of downtown San Antonio and has always been 
an important focal point of the city. During the late 19th century leading business 
firms began establishing stores in the area and the majority of buildings within the 
historic district date from this period. With the changes over the years, such as 
elaborate cornices, balconies, and awnings, many Victorian Buildings have lost their 
original design features. Windows have been boarded up, ground floors have been 
remodeled, and whole facades have been hidden. Despite the number of architectural 
changes to these surrounding commercial structures, the area has a great deal of design 
potential. In most cases, late 19th century Victorian commercial facades have simply 
been buried beneath mid-20th century plaster and can be restored to their original 
character. In addition, there is a uniformity in scale that has been maintained in the 
district. The west, south and east sides surrounding the plaza contain buildings of 
one to four stories in height, while the north end is dominated by the taller buildings. 
Although some later buildings, particularly the Wax Museum in the 100 block of north 
Alamo and H. L. Green's at 301 Alamo Plaza, detract from the quality of design of the 
historic buildings, they conform in scale and use to the district and maintain the ^ 
streetscape. The only non-conforming intrusion located within the boundaries is a 
f i l l i n g station at the northeast corner of the district adjacent to the Turn Verein 
building (19). 

Some of the larger buildings in the district have had trouble renting office space in t 
the last few years and two of the buildings in the 100 and 200 block of north Alamo 
are currently threatened with demolition. However, with the success of the nearby 
San Antonio river walk as an important commercial and entertainment area, the adjacent 
downtown is undergoing revitalization. A University of Texas at Austin architectural 
class did a thorough design project of the Alamo Plaza District and the city is in the 
process of considering many of their proposals. Preservationists hope that future 
efforts toward revitalization in this area will include restoration, rather than 
further destruction of the historic resources. 

Beginning at the southwest corner of the district the following l i s t is a more detailed 
description of the buildings included within the district. 
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1. Dul lnig Bu i ld ing , 101-103 North Alamo. 

The Dul lnig Bui ld ing is a three-story br ick bui ld ing b u i l t in 1883 in the 
V ic to r i an - I ta l i ana te s ty le fo r George Du l ln ig , a grocer and dry goods merchant. 
The Alamo Plaza facade has been completely covered wi th p laster and the f i r s t 
f l oo r o f the Commerce facade has been a l te red . The second and t h i r d f loors 
on the Commerce (side) and Broadway (rear) faces have remained re l a t i ve l y in tac t 
displaying s t i l t e d arched windows wi th hood molds. The windows of the central 
bay have more ornately carved hood molds. The top ten feet of the bui ld ing is 
covered wi th a fa lse facade, where once a cornice crowned the s t ruc tu re . 

2. Scholz Palm Garden, 105-109 North Alamo 

A two-story, six-bay br ick bui ld ing b u i l t before 1891 by Adolph Scholz, 
the bu i ld ing once served as a bar and garden. The segmental arched openings 
and br ick corbeled cornice are evident on the Broadway (rear) facade, but the 
main facade has been plastered. 

3. Old Joske's Bu i ld ing , 111-115 North Alamo 

The or ig ina l Joske bu i ld ing is a two-story, six-bay br ick building(commercial) 
designed in 1888 by James Wahrenberger. The main facade was plastered during the 
20th century, but the o r ig ina l face remains in tac t beneath the fa lse f ron t . 

4. Dreiss, Thompson and Company Bu i ld ing , 117 North Alamo 

A two-story, three-bay Vic tor ian commercial bu i l d i ng , th i s s t ructure was 
erected in 1872 for Adolph Dreiss's drug s tore. The main facade on Alamo 
plaza has been covered completely, but the Boradway elevat ion retains much 
of i t s o r ig ina l design. Although the f i r s t f l oo r has been a l te red , the second 
f l oo r contains three segmental arched windows separated by br ick p i l as te rs . 
A br ick corbel led cornice is crowned by an arched parapet of pressed t i n 
containing the company's name. 

The two adjacent bui ld ings at 119-121 North Alamo are compatible in scale 
but t h e i r facades have been a l te red . 

5. Vance Bu i ld ing , 207-209 Alamo Plaza 

The Vance bu i ld ing is a two-story br ick bu i ld ing that was basica l ly r ebu i l t 
fo l lowing a f i r e in the 1920s or 1930s. 

GPO 892 455 
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6. 211-215 North Alamo 

These three, two-story brick commercial buildings were probably built in the 
late 19th century. They have been plastered over on the main facade. 

7. Reuter Building, 217-219 North Alamo 

The Reuter Building is a four-story rectangular building with an angled 
corner on the main facade, which contained the original entrance. The f i r s t 
(1891) two floors on both the Alamo and Crockett facades have been covered 
with a false front. The narrow facade facing Alamo street contains elaborate 
classical detail. The third floor windows are the most elaborate with a blind 
balustrade and a complete entablature above each. The windows on the fourth 
floor contain transoms. Divided into bays by pilasters, this east facade is 
crowned by a massive stone and metal cornice. Along the north (Crockett) facade 
the arches of the second floor windows are visible above the false front. The 
covered third and fourth floor windows have a flat lintel topped by a segmental 
arch. 

8. Old Chamber of Commerce Building, Southeast corner Broadway and Crockett. 

This building is a two-story brick early 20th century commercial building with 
decorative cast concrete vertical members separating the windows on the second 
floor. Erected in 1919-21, this structure was occupied by the Chamber of Commerce 
until 1925. 

9. H. L. Green's Department Store, 301-305 Alamo Plaza 

A two-story, nondescript limestone building. Green's was erected in the 
1950's. This was formerly the site of the 1886 Grand Opera House, which was 
destroyed by fire after World War I I . The lavish Opera House was a theatre 
which seated 1500 and an exclusive men's club, the San Antonio Club, kept rooms 
in the building. 

10. 307 Alamo Plaza 

A three-story masonry building, this vacant structure was probably built in 
the 1950's, replacing the Old Mexican Consolate. 

GPO B92 455 
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11. 309-315 Alamo Plaza 

A series of one-story buildings. Although the main facades are modern, 
the structures are possibly the same buildings which are visible in early 
photographs of the Plaza. 

12. Crockett Block, 317-323 Alamo Plaza 

Designed by Alfred Giles, this row of four limestone buildings were erected 
in 1882 for William and Albert Maverick. The three-story buildings are 
joined visually by a pressed tin cornice, but the facades of the two center 
buildings have been covered by a false front. Although they have been altered 
on the f i r s t floor, the two outside buildings retain their original arched 
openings on the second and third floors. Pilasters accentuate the corners of the 
original facades. 

13. 327 Alamo Plaza 

A three-story masonry early 20th century commercial building which replaced the 
Old Palace Theatre is located on this lot. 

14. Woolworth's Department Store, 518 East Houston 

Woolworth's is a three-story brick building erected in the 1920's to replace 
the old Maverick Bank Building. Divided into six wide bays on the Alamo Plaza 
facade the second and third floors utilize fenestration typical of the 
Commercial Style. Each unit contains a broad central light of plate glass, 
fixed, and narrow side lights with an opening sash. Each of these lights con­
tain a transom. A frieze and slightly projecting cornice terminate the 
building. This early 20th century commercial building replaced an elaborate 
1886 Victorian structure, designed by Alfred Giles. The bank was the f i r s t 
five-story building in the city and contained continuous balconies at the four 
levels. 

15. Moore Building, Northeast corner of Houston and Broadway 

The Moore building is a six-story brick building stuccoed and scored to look 
like stone. Constructed in 1904, the building is basically rectangular with 
an angled southwest corner to mark the main entrance. Scoring accentuates 
the angled corner as well as the two flanking bays at the second, third and 
fourth levels. On both the south (Houston) and west (Crockett) facades 
fenestration is organized in vertical bands between three-story pilasters that are 
linked by arches at the top. A small cornice elaborated by terra cotta swag and 
cartouche motifs marks the f i f t h floor, while a dentilled cornice emphasizes the 

GPO 892 455 
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6th floor. Terra cotta details further embellish the divisions between the paired 
windows on the 5th and 6th floors. Crowning the structure is a projecting pressed 
tin cornice. 

The building originally had a roof garden above the f i f t h floor with pavilions at 
four corners. An alley off Houston provided access to the elevator. In 1909, the 
addition of the sixth floor replaced the roof garden and expansion to the east 
closed the Houston Street entrance. 

16. Gibbs Building, 521 East Houston 

An eight-story brick building, the Gibbs buildings, was constructed in 1912. 
The f i r s t two stories are scored and are divided from the shaft of the building 
by a bracketed cornice at the third floor level. The third through the seventh 
floors contain l i t t l e ornamentation, but the top floor is articulated by a string­
course and elaborate sculptural detail between the windows. Terminating the 
building is a bracketed cornice with modillions and dentils. 

The remainder of the buildings along Houston between Alamo Plaza and Broadway, as 
well as the buildings along Broadway behind the 300 block of Alamo Plaza, are not 
significant architecturlly or historically, but they are compatible in scale and 
use. 

17. Post Office and Federal Building, 615 East Houston 

The Post Office is a four-story limestone Renaissance Revival building located 
in the prominant position at the north end of the Alamo Plaza. The building was 
designed by Ralph Cameron and built in 1937 by the Works Progress Administration. 
The ground floor is rusticated and contains the entrances, but the dominant 
feature of the main (south) facade is the classical colonnade in antis on the 
second and third floor. A cornice divides this level from the final story. 

The Postal Service f i r s t moved to Alamo Plaza in 1877 on the northwest corner of the 
present Joske's block. In 1886, J. Riely Gordon suprvised construction of a 
Romanesque Revival building at this location. The present building replaced the 
1886 Post Office. 

18. Old Medical Arts Building (Landmark Building), 705 East Houston 

A 13-story, steel framed, triangular building designed by Ralph Cameron, the 
old Medical Arts Building was constructed in 1926. The building contains two 
wings which form a triangular shape and, rising above the angled corner entrance 
at Houston and Avenue E, is a three-story, hexagonal tower. The f i r s t two floors 
are faced with stone and contain widearched window spaces. The upper portion 
of the building is brick with terra cotta detailing. The Medical Arts Building 

GPO 892 455 
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represents a commercial example of the Chateauesque style with its corner tower 
and steeply pitched mansard front at the top floor, surmounted by cresting and 
containing the wall dormers with high pinnacled gables. Elements of both the 
Gothic and Renaissance styles are evident in the detailing. Gothic features pre­
dominate in the pointed arched openings of the f i r s t two floors and in the upper 
two floors of the tower. Below the dormers, however, the twelfth floor contains 
a series of round arched windows. The building has recently been purchased and 
renamed the Landmark Building. 

19. San Antonio Turn Verein 

The Turn Verein is a two-story brick building constructed in 1891 and designed 
by James Wahrenberger. The building is made of Chicago pressed brick relieved 
by stringcourses, lintels and balustrades of Kerrville limestone. A three-part 
composition of a recessed bay and projecting ends defines the east (main) facade. 
Within the wide central bay a slightly projecting main entrance is off center and 
is defined by a rusticated stone arch. The remainder of the f i r s t floor openings 
have stilted arches with a keystone and rusticated voussoirs. On the second floor 
above the main entrance are polished granite pilasters that frame a window with a 
pedimented entablature and square transom. An identical window is contained in 
the southeast projecting pavilion. The remaining windows have round arched 
windows supported by small granite columns, and are surmounted with a corbel table. 
The rectangular building displays a two-story bay window on the south facade. A 
metal, hipped roof shelters the building. 

The building was restored in 1972 by the U.S. Postal Service employees. The 
floor is of alternating oak and black walnut stripes. The staircase hall at the 
back of the building is illuminated through stained glass windows. Covering the 
staircase landing is a hardwood parquette floor laid in a bright pattern of 
contrasting colors. The ballroom on the second floor and the gymnasium in the 
basement have not been restored. 

20. Cenotaph, North end of the Plaza 

A memorial to the Alamo defenders stands in Alamo Plaza about 200 feet from 
the Alamo chapel. Dedicated in 1940 the design was conceived by Adams and Adams, 
architects and the sculptured figures were done by the internationally famed 
Pompeo Coppini. The sixty-foot monument has a white marble shaft atop a 40x12 
foot granite base. On the east and west sides of the shaft are figures of the 
Alamo heroes, with James Bowie, James Bonham, William Barrett Travis, and Davy 
Crockett in f u l l relief. On the north side is a female figure representing 
Texas. To the south is the Spirit of Sacrifice. The names of the Alamo heroes 
and two memorial sentences are inscribed on the base. The Cenotaph was com­
missioned by the state of Texas as a Texas Centennial project. 

GPO 392 455 
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21. Bandstand, South end of the Plaza 

A recently constructed bandstand by the city which replaces the original 
bandstand built in the plaza by Wm. Reuter in 1890. The city is also 
currently covering the entire plaza with paving blocks. 

22. The Alamo 

This block contains the Alamo chapel building which has been restored and houses 
a museum. Several other buildings were erected in 1936 and a part of the old wall 
was reconstructed. The remainder of the block is covered by formally landscaped 
gardens and reveals part of the old acequia system, (see National Register sub­
mission. The Alamo, Bexar County, a NHL). 

23. Lady Bird Johnson Fountain 

This fountain honoring Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson was dedicated in 1974. 

24. Crockett Hotel, 201 East Crockett 

The Crockett Hotel was originally a six-story brick building, but a remodeling in 
1927 added the seventh-story. A cornice with wide modillioned eaves surmounts the 
original six floors. Built in 1909 the hotel was designed by Padgett. The west 
facade is broken into two planes following the configuration of the block and the 
corner entrance at Bonham and Crockett is rounded. 

25. Menger Hotel, 204 Alamo Plaza 

Built in 1857 the Menger was originally a two-story limestone building designed by 
John Fries. Located at the southwest corner of the block the building later ex­
panded to a three-story building at this corner. Alfred Giles is responsible for 
this later design. The west facade of the original building is now a three-story, 
three -bay structure. The slightly projecting central bay is crowned by a pedi­
mented parapet. The f i r s t floor contains a central door flanked by two windows, 
while the second and third floors each contain three round arched openings. The 
end bays contain two fl a t arched windows on each floor and these pavilions are 
capped by a bracketed cornice. Iron balconies extend at the second and third floor 
levels. Additions to the north and east have been made several times in the 19th and 
20th centuries and thehotel now f i l l s the entire block. 

A lavish three-story space in the Menger lobby, illuminated by a stained glass, 
leaded skylight, dominates the old part of the hotel. The solid block of hotel 
buildings is broken in the center by an interior courtyard of walkways through 
dense tropical foliage. 

GPO 892 455 
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26. Joske's Department Store, Commerce at Alamo 

Encompassing almost the entire south block of the plaza is Joske's Department 
Store, a four-story, U-shaped concrete structure with a stylized parapet. The present 
structure incorporates the 1888 brick building, designed by Alfred Giles, that stood 
at the southeast corner of the block. Joske's shared the north side of the block 
with the old 1877 Post Office, but in the 1950's Joske's expanded and remodeled, 
building on the entire block, except for the property of St. Joseph's Church. 

27. St. Joseph's Church and Rectory, 623 East Commerce 

Designed by G. Friesleben and Theodore Giraud, St. Joseph's Church was erected 
between 1868 and 1876. The limestone structure is a Gothic Revival, basilican 
plan church, dominated by a central entrance tower with a slate and copper roof. 
The third paster of the church. Father Henry Pefferkorm, painted the Stations of 
the Cross which hang at the sides of the church and the Assumption of Mary 
and Ascension of Christ that han^ at the front. He also designed the f i r s t altar 
and choir l o f t , replaced the canvas windows with glass, and installed a pipe organ. 
In 1898, Jacob Wagner built a spire designed by James Wahrenberger. 

Adjoining the church is the limestone rectory, a two-story rectangular structure 
with a roof of intersecting pitches. Pedimented gables mark the center of the 
east facade and terminate the roof pitch on the south and north facades. The 
building is further embellished by quoins, dentils, segmental arches over the 
openings, and by the second floor balcony on the east facade. 
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courtyard, to battlefield, to neglected residential area, to transportation center, 
and finally to commercial area, the district reveals a diverse history. In addition, 

serves as the setting for the famous monument to Texas independence—the Alamo. the area 

In 1718 Franciscan missionaries combined two older Spanish missions, San Antonio de Padua 
and San Francisco Solano to create the new Mission San Antonio de Valero on a site 
believed to have been on the bank of the San Pedro Creek in present day San Antonio. 
After a hurricane destroyed the buildings on the old site in 1724, the Franciscans re­
located at the site now called Alamo-Plaza. However, the Spanish abandoned the idea of 
colonizing the area with a series of missions and presidios and in 1793 the mission was 
partially secularized. 

In the early 19th century the function of the old mission compound changed from religious 
activities to military. Beginning in 1803 a company of Spanish soliders from Alamo del 
Parras, Coahuila, Mexico, occupied the abandoned mission, using its buildings as barracks. 

1 
mission complex probably originated from this association, 
name was derived from a grove of cottonwood trees growing 

of the acequia, "alamo" being the Spanish word for cottonwood. In 1813 
an arena in the fight for Mexican Independence from Spain. During the 

Gutierrez-Magee Expedition of 1812-13, a filibustering expedition against Spanish Texas, 
the Republican Army took San Antonio in March of 1813 and made the Alamo their headquarters 

The name "Alamo" given to the 
According to some historians, 
on the banks 
Alamo Plaza became 

old 
the 

However, when the Royalist Army recaptured the city in August, the victorious army used 
the mission's square as a prison pen for those in te city who had aided the Republicans. 
Over 800 prisoners were executed and the savage butchery was thereafter known as la noche 
triste. 

No official use was made of the building and plaza from the late 1820's until 1835 when 
sites figured prominently in events of the Texas Revolution. Mexican General Martin 
Perfecto de Cos, sent to San Antonio by dictator General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna to 
crush the rebellious Texans, converted the mission compound into a fortress in late 1835. 
However, in the Siege of Bexar, December 5-9, 1835, Texas soliders defeated the Mexican 
troops and forced the surrender of Cos. An infuriated Santa Anna, led his army of almost 
5000 men against the Texas forces at San Antonio in February 1835 and after a 13-day 
siege finally massacred the 187 men defending the Alamo on March 6, 1836. The restored 
chapel has since served as a tangible reminder of the men who fought in the Texas war for 
Independence, which finally culminated with the Texas victory at San Jacinto on April 21, 
1836. The reconstructed buildings now function as museums containing many of the relics 
uncovered onthe Alamo grounds. 

the 
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Following the Texas War for Independence the mission ruins and courtyard were seemingly 
abandoned by both the church and the city. New settlers took advantage of the unused 
buildings for shelter and a few jacles and adobe houses sprung up in this area in the 
1840's. Badly neglected, however, the plaza was primarily a rundown residential area 
located some distance from the center of town. 

After the U.S. annexed Texas in 1845 the government took over the remains of the Alamo 
structures. With only the walls of the chapel remaining, the U.S. Army rebuilt the 
parapet.. The present facade actually dates from the 1840 reconstruction. The federal 
government used the buildings and grounds for quartermaster purposes from 1848 until 
the Civil War and again after the War until 1876. Under an act of April 23, 1883, Texas 
purchased from the Roman Catholic church the Alamo church property and placed the Alamo 
in the custody of the city of San Antonio. This arrangement continued until January 
25, 1905, when the Texas Legislature passed a resolution ordering the governor to 
purchase that part of the old Alamo fortress occupied by a business concern. I t was 
further ordered that the governor should deliver the property thus acquired, with the 
property then owned by the state (the chapel of the Alamo), to the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas. 

The 1850's brought new l i f e to the square with the erection of the Samuel Maverick House 
in 1850 and the Menger Hotel in 1858. Samuel Maverick, one of the Alamo defenders who 
escaped death because he was elected to attend the Convention of 1836 which drafted the 
Texas Declaration of Independence, was obsessed with the desire to live by the Alamo. 
He built the f i r s t large house on the plaza, a stone dwelling on the present site of the 
Gibbs building (16). Maverick's home at the corner of the Alamo grounds was the f i r s t 
encouragement of development in the area. Across Houston street from his homestead. 
Maverick owned a lumber yard, and in 1886 he constructed a commercial building on this 
site. The f i r s t five-story building in San Antonio, the Maverick Bank building was 
designed by Alfred Giles and housed a bank on the f i r s t floor and rented offices on 
the upper floors. This building was replaced in the 1920's by the Woolworth Department 
store (14). 

The next substantial permanent structure erected on the plaza was the Menger Hotel 
(25). William A. Menger opened a brewery north of Blum street on the plaza in 1855, The 
brewery was the only one in this part of the southwest and was one of the f i r s t man­
ufacturing enterprises in the city. Menger also opened a cooperage works for tbe 
manufacture of barrels for his beer. Menger's wife ran a boarding house and because of the 
popularity of the business, Menger chose to replace i t with a two-story stone hotel 
erected at the corner of Blum and Alamo Plaia. With its opening in January 1859, 
the Menger Hotel brought elegance to the Plaza for the f i r s t time and within a year an 
addition had to be made to the building. The hotel again expanded in 1875, incorporating 
the f i r s t Turn Verein building, constructed by San Antonioi Germans to the north of the 
Menger. The hotel has seen a number of additions in the 19th and 20th century. Famed 
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for its excellent meals and beautiful patio garden, the Menger was San Antonio's 
most prominent hotel in the 19th century . With its location at the stage and later 
street rail terminus and across the plaza from the 1886 Grand Opera House, the hotel 
housed many famous visitors. In 1898 Theodore Roosevelt recruited volunteers here 
for his "Rough Riders" to fight in the Spanish-American war. In the 1930's the building 
was allowed to deteriorate and prospective buyers took an option with plans to destory 
the hotel in the 1940's. However, due to immense public support from people in San 
Antonio and around Texas, the option was not taken and in 1943 W. L. Moody, Jr. of 
Galveston bought and restored the hotel. 

Alamo Plaza underwent the transition from basically a residential area to a transportation 
center in the 1850's. The major stagecoach lines maintained their terminals on the 
plaza and later the f i r s t street railway system in the city operated between the square 
and San Pedro Springs. After the railroad began to predominate travel in the late 
1870's and 1880's, the stage lines disappeared and commercial businesses began to 
replace transportation as the most important activity of the Alamo Plaza district. 
But the businesses were slow to come to the area. Prior to 1870 most of the business 
firms and stores clustered around Main and Military Plaza. However, to serve the resi­
dents and military personnel living around the Alamo, the city built a market house in 
the Plaza de Valero (joined with the Alamo Plaza in 1871). Other businesses in the 
area inihe late 1860's were the lumber yards, livery stables, and a dry goods and 
grocery store. Even with the increase in commercial activity in the 1870's, many of 
the firms dealt in transportation and transportation services. 

The plaza gained added significance when the San Antonio Post Office moved to the Plaza 
on December 22, 1877. The postal service occupied the f i r s t floor of the Gallagher 
Building, which had just been built at the south end of the Plaza where Joske's now 
stands. The location of the Post Office brought more people to the area and served as 
an incentive for more businesses to locate there. 

The same year that the Post Office came to the plaza, Honore Grenet bought the site 
of the old convent foundations immediately north of the Alamo chapel and built a two-
story frame building with double galleries around two sides and crennelated turrets 
at the corners. The f i r s t floor housed Grenet's wholesale grocery business, long the 
largest grocery in the southwest, while the second floor contained the Alamo museum 
of Gustav Toudouze. Grenet's clerks often gave tours of Toudouze's museum and the 
Alamo ruins. In 1886 Grenet's heirs sold the building to the Hugo and Schmeltzer Co. 
When the company went out of business and the city condemned the building in 1903, a 
controversy developed because a syndicate had formed to buy the site and additional 
land to the east to erect a hotel. In order to save the famous site as a monument to 
Texas history, rather than the site of a resort hotel, Clara Driscoll (see National 
Register submission, "Laguna Gloria", 12-6-75)bought an option on the property until the 
t i t l e was eventually acquired by the State in 1905. The State gave control and custody 
of the area to the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. 
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The plaza also developed as a center of social and cultural events in the late 19th 
century. The location of the prominent Menger Hotel influenced several social clubs to 
find meeting space in the vicinity. The San Antonio Turn Verein, a German athletic 
and social organization, erected their club right next to the hotel in 1872 and eventually 
built a larger structure (19) north of the Alamo Plaza on Bonham in 1891. Another 
organization, the San Antonio Club, moved into rooms on the second floor of the 
Gallagher Building in 1882. Built in 1886 the Grand Opera House, located at the present 
site of H. L. Green's (9), brought additional splendor to the plaza. The opening of 
the opera house brought many road shows to the city and leading figures of the stage 
performed in this theater. The San Antonio Club relocated their exclusive men's club 
into this building. The building was demolished in the 1950's after i t was largely 
destroyed by fi r e . 

The largest concentration of building within the district dates from the late 19th 
century. Listed below are some additional buildings that are historically singificant. 

The Dullnig Bulling (1) 

Built in 1883 for a grocer and dry goods merchant, George Dullnig, this building was 
the f i r s t steam-heated structure in San Antonio and contained one of the f i r s t elevators. 
Dull nig erected a 100-foot iron water tower five hundred feet behind his property on 
the river. Convinced the steam pump supplying heat and energy to his building did not 
have to be on the premises, Dullnig placed the machinery near his water tower and piped 
the steam five hundred feet to his store. The steam heated the structure, operated one 
of the f i r s t elevators in San Antonio and supplied the hydraulic pressure for the Dullnig 
coffee-roasting plant on Loyosa street (now south Broadway). 

Dullnig, a native Austrian who immigrated to Texas with his parents in 1853 when he was 
seven, had established a successful retail shoe business at the age of 18 and eventually 
expanded into groceries. His business occupied the f i r s t and second floors by 1907, 
displacing an earlier dental office. Also,Schafer and Downey ran the Alamo City Business 
College on the third floor for many years. 

Scholz Palm Garden (2) 

Sometime before 1891, Scholz's Palm Garden, a two-story glass-enclosed building with a bar 
in front and a garden f u l l of palms, banana plants and ferns behind, was erected adjacent 
to the Dullnig Building. The restaurant run by Adolph Scholz featured German bands 
which gave concerts four nights a week. 

Dreiss, Thompson and Co. Building (4) 

In 1872, Adolph Dreiss bought a lot on Alamo Plaza and erected a three-story building 
to house a retail drug establishment he had operated since 1867, Dreiss had entered 
the business as a clerk in a drug store owned by Dr. R. fi, Dryden and had later run a 
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Store at the southwest corner of Alamo and Commerce before building his own store, 
Dreiss took his father, Albert, and Edward, into the business which sold such specialties 
as the "Elixir of Life" and "Dead Shot for Screw Worms," In 1888, Albert Dreiss entered 
a partnership with Galveston druggists Thompson and Ohmstede, forming a wholesale drug 
division and creating the firm Dreiss, Thompson, and Company. The remodeled Dreiss 
building included an elaborate rear facade, which is s t i l l visible, but the main facade 
has been plastered. 

Building at 215 North Alamo (6) 

Before 1891, Franc I . Meyer built a wholesale and retail liquor store on the west side 
of the Plaza just south of the Reuter property. His wine cellars had a storage capacity 
for 100,000 gallons--the largest and finest in Texas at the time. Meyer eventually 
moved to a larger structure on North street. He was the largest importer of Rhine wines 
in San Antonio, and the principal dealer in California products. At an early San Antonio 
International Exposition, his wine display won f i r s t premium, 

Reuter Building (7) 

Built in 1891 for William Router's saloon, "Billy's Bar," the Reuter Building was 
considered one of the finest buildings in San Antonio, The former dance hall of the 
Knights of Pythias remains on the fourth floor. Reuter built the f i r s t bandstand on 
Alamo Plaza at his own expense in 1890. 

Crockett Block (12) 

The architect Alfred Giles designed the Crockett Block, now four commercial establish­
ments, for brothers William and Albert Maverick. Construction of the building began in 
1882 on property deeded through a priest to a carpenter who sold the land to Samuel 
Maverick, father of William and Albert. The structure was described as "one of the most 
beautiful and conspicious of San Antonio's well-proportioned business houses." The 
Crockett Block has always been occupied by commercial establishments. Of particular 
note was the cigar store of Rafael Diaz. A Cuban exiled for political reasons from his 
home in Havana, Diaz established his business in 1868, He produced "La Flor de Diaz," 
for many years the most popular cigar sold in San Antonio, After 32 years of exile, Diaz 
continued to contribute his wealth to finance the revolution in Cuba. 

U.S. Post Office and Federal Building (17) 

The United States Postal Service has operated in San Antonio from Alamo Plaza since 1877 
when the post office located in the building recently erected by Peter Gallagher at the 
northwest corner of the present Joske's block. In 1886 J. Riely Gordon designed a new 
building for the north side of the plaza. The present building replaced the Gordon 
design in 1937. Designed by Cameron, the building was built by the Works Progress 
Administration program. I t is designed around a central courtyard in a Classical 
Revival style. 
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Turn Verein (19) 

The Postal Service now also occupies the old Turn Verein. Designed by James Wahrenberger, 
the two-story brick building was erected in 1891 as a gymnasium and social center for the 
San Antonio Turn Verein. The lower floor was once occupied by cafe and cloak, reading, 
assembly and billiard rooms. The second floor contained the ballroom. The San Antonio 
Turn Verein sponsored the f i r s t Turnfest--or gymnastics competition--in Texas in 1873. 
The organization originated with Ludwig Jahn in Germany, who hoped to increase the physical 
and mental strength of his people to enable them to defeat Napoleon, The San Antonio 
organization was a social and gymnastics club for the early German settlers and their 
descendants, 

Joske's Department Store (26) 

Joske's came to the plaza in 1873 with Julius Joske's dry goods establishment. A 
building on the west side of the plaza (3), designed by James Wahrenberger in 1888, 
was outgrown in ten months and the Joske brothers, Albert and Alexander, commissioned 
Alfred Giles to design a new structure for the northeast corner of Alamo and Commerce. 
The three-story red brick building replaced Ed Steve's lumber yard, founded in 1866 
and the best-known establishment in San Antonio by 1871. Until the 1950's Joske's shared 
its block with the Gallagher Building, constructed by Peter Gallagher for the Post Office 
in 1877. In the 1950s Joskes expandeid and remodeled, bulding on the entire block except 
the site of St. Joseph's Catholic Church. 

St. Joseph's Church and Rectory (27) 

San Antonio's German Catholics built this church in 1868 after they were refused the 
use of the Alamo Chapel by the Army who maintained the building for supply storage. 
Delayed by a hurricane that devasted San Antonio, St, Joseph's was finally dedicated 
and opened for worship in 1871. For 30 years the church stood without a steeple, until 
one was erected in 1898 to complete the design. 

S t i l l functioning as a church for German-Americans at the advent of World War I , St. 
Joseph's caught the brunt of anti-German feeling which spread across the nation. During 
this period many parishioners feared for their safety and began attending Mass in other 
parts of the city. As the German-Americans withdrew to other Catholic churches around 
the city, non-German names began to appear on church rolls, including those of many 
Mexican-American families. In 1945,when German had fallen into disuse as the language 
of St. Joseph's and the church rolls had declined to only a few German families, the 
parish was changed from its historic role as the national church for German-speaking San 
Antonians to a conventional territorial parish. I t was in this year, however, that the 
parishioners took a decisive stand against selling out to their powerful neighbor, 
Joske's. The department store, from small beginnings, had already bought St. Joseph's 
Academy and other church property for its expansion, and now i t dominated the block 
with several separate buildings. Joske Brothers offered to purchase the church and 
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rectory, but the offer was refused. Today, the historic old church across from 
HemisFair Plaza attracts many tourists and conventioneers, along with its mixed 
congregation of Blacks, Anglos, and Mexican-Americans. 
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Stumpf, Ella D., San Antonio's Menger, 1953 

Webb, Walter Prescott, ed., The Handbook of Texas. Austin: Texas State Historical 
Association, 1952. 
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boundary continues southeast along the alley beside the Turn Verein building to 
Bonham street, follows Bonham street southwest, jogging east to include the Crockett 
Hotel (24) at 301 East Crockett, extending east and south around the property line 
of the Crockett Hotel, the boundary then continues south to Commerce street. At 
the south the district line continues along Commerce from Bonham to South Broadway. 
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ALAMO PL'iZA JJISTiaCT 

Dullnif: Bulld.ln.r^—bailt I n [1883/1^ the V i c t o r i a n - I t ^ n n a ^ S t i l i ^ . f o r George 
"I)Li.llnigi_a grocer ancTdry goodn merchant. Facade cof;0lGtci^f%1lt^rGd over at 
£rir^anio Plasvi olde. Secoriid and th.ird f l oo r facadeo Vre re la t ive ly intact* 
V.'indo'ws at center porilou have friorc ornate carved otortti comieeti over them 

than do tlioce at the ends. Shapo and tiiae of v.lndovjt) are consistent. Cap.itals 
of Corinthian pilestero are viuible above tlie rertioved facade at idndovw are 
rectanguL'^r id th eaaed corners. Stone t r im at top. Top ten feet of building 
covered vrith false facade. Pilaater.s disappear into covered-over portion and the 
conxice i s coirpletely reraoved. 
TW.s v/as the f i r s t jjteain-heated bu:iL.13.ng i n San Antonio and ontained one of the 

Dul ln ig plact^d hi-s stcara punp l i v e hundred feet from the bu i l ing _f i r 3j._ele va t^rsT 
id th no {isauiTnce that steam could be piped such a distance, 
the (iLscoyavy of the f i r s t o i l well i n Texas. 

lie i s credi-ted th 

2. Schol?- Palm Gardon-'-erected before I t vas o r ig ina l ly a tvo-story 
i-enclosed bull ing T.dth bar and garden run by Adolph Scholz. Tterestaurant g l 

featurrd four concerts by a German band each Keek. 

Dreiss, ThotTipson and_Co_^\iiVstiligr.-erccted i n p 872/for Adolph Dreiss'K drug 
s to reP i ' c i sh ! bu3l.t this thi'eorstory a>jd a ohe^story to the' south^to house a 

"wTiolesale d iv is ion . In I.OlZ* the-.OĴ .S;.,̂ ;.l;J/•;; v r 2 T . ~ d i I t i i three-story 
i^Pls-sexrient and the old drug store Kcrc r_en-odeled to bidng 18,000 uquaro feet 
o f f loor space vin'dcr oiie .roof Tn^i"acajie. on. Aiaw^̂  i s now covered coinpleteJy 
The Broadvay facade on the ori g.inal throe-story structure i s e]-aborate. 
Dreiss eventuallj'^ took his father, brother, and Galveston druggists Thompson 
and Ohmstede in to the business. His son, Hernurinn, continued i n the f i rm well into 
this century. 

Vance Bull dlng—rcbuilt following a f i r e i n the I22O3 or 193Cs. The structure 
hiio been altered several timciS. There has been a subatahidalT permanent structure 
on the s i te since the C i v i l Kiu", Vdlliam and James Vance maint-^ined their grocery b 
business at th is location diu-ing that war. The present tlu'eo-story building has 
ten window bays across the back and i s divided between two businesses. 

5. Reuter EuiJ]ldj^^--erectcdji for \Viniaja_Reuter.'s saloon, "B i l l y ' s L'ar," 
considered the f i n e s O n San Antonio. I t was b i d l t i n the Victoidan-Bripire style. 
Slate-mansard roof at a t t i c . F i rs t t\x> floors are covered. Top floors cidginal. 
Stone cornice over windows at second f loor barely vis ible above false f r o n t . 
Tldrd f loor vdndovs I / I with blind classical balustrade and rounded cornice 
Cpedir.ent) over. each. Pilasters four stories high, broken, and rusticated 
occasionally. Corinthian capitals. Fourth f loor windows I /1 vdth f ixed glass 
panels above. Combination of stone and metal cornice. Pediment at cetner of 
bidlding and small implied stone tower extending through a t t i c l eve l . The former 
dance l i a l l of the Kniglits of Pyt.hias remains on the fourth f l o o r . 



Reuter b u i l t the f i i - s t bandstand on Aliir:.o Plaza at his own ojcpenso i n I89O. 

6. l l . L. Green's Pcpartment Stgx£—fro"' the I95O3. Thds was formerly site of the 
Grand Opera House bid I t in I8B6, called the f ines t vest of the I-tLssiasippi. 
The San Antonio Club, an exclusive men's club, kept rooms i n ilfi bui.l(.dng. 
The theater seated 15C0 and contained a stage of record i n the Southwest. 
Thi r ty-s ix chandeliers provided house l igh t s , but the theater's gi-eatest treasure w?) 
the curtain drop. I t was actually a lavish paintim?;, showing Gerald's "Beauty and 

.• Booty i n a Koorish Court," given a curtain-.ldke effect by a drapery border. 
The Opera Houso was destroyed hy f j . re a f t e r World Vv'ar I I at vjhich time the 
present structure v;as b u i l t on the s i t e . 

7. Crockett Block--erected Ĵ BGg; designed by Al f r ed Giles i n the Victorian-Itallanate 
style for Vdlliam and Albert Maverick fo r use i n commercial endeavors. Facade 
at upper two floors i s v is ib le at twt) end firms but covered up at two center 
f i rms . Facade probably in tac t behind false f ronts . A l l facades at the main 
f loor are altered. Cast i ron columns occasionally v is ib le at f i r s t f loors . 
Corinthian capitals are Adsible. Second f loor has simple storis pi lasters . 
Vdndow he^ds are hal f an octagon i n shape. Small cornice separates second from 
t l d r d f l o o r . Stone keystone \dsible at arches. Hand.some, classical cornice i s at 
least partiall .y metal. I t i s jxissible that a good part of the facade is of metal. 
Vdlliam and Albert were sons of Sam Maverick who b u i l t his homestead on the 
p]aaa i n 1850. A nercb<='nt once located i n the Crockett Block, Rafael Diaz, 
was a Cuban exiled i n lC68for poldt ica l reasons. He manufactured the most 
popular cigar i n San Antonio and retumed his p ro f i t s to Cuba to finance the 
revolutions of Ids homeland for 32 years. 

8. JVooljtiQiillils---built early_J^Oa« Previously the location of the Maveidck 
Bank Building. Erected i n 1886, t lds vaa the f i r s t f ive-story i n the c i t y . 
I t was designed by Al f red Giles i n a French style vdth continuous balconies 
at second, t h i r d , and fourth f l oo r s . After a 1912 remodeling thett reiriDved the baloc: 

h balconies, the name was changed to the Swearingen-KcCraw builduig. The f i r s t 
Sommers Drug Store was opened here. 

9. Gibbs—erected 1 91.21 8 stories. The Gibbs Building replaced a one-story adobe 
drug store for >ddch sixteen brass cannon from the Alamo bat t le had been used as 
cornerstones. The Maverick homestead was once on this s i t e . 

10. Moore Building;--built in 19.0.li-in,.the .Victorian-Empire s ty le . Brick i s 
I T an died as stone and general e^ipression of detailiTTg~Ts~^,Rat of stone. Main 
f loor facade completely removed. Upper f loor facades are in tac t . Three f loor 
order of f u l l round arches at second through fourth floors is notable. Windows 
are I / I and of wood. Builuing has brick corbelled tr im and somo terra cotta t r im. 
Terra cotta cornice id th swage at f i f t h f loor and more restrained terra cotta 
cornice at sixth f l o o r . F i f t h f loor windows aro paired vdth in t r i ca te ly modeled 
terra cotta panels betireen. Sixth f loor windows are also paired but terra cotta pan< 
between are even more i n t r i c a t e ly modeled. Very f ine metal or cast stone 
cornice at roof. 
The building o r ig ina l ly had a roof garden above the f i f t h f loor with pavilions 
at four corners. An alley o f f Houston provided access to the elevator. Main 
entrance was on Broadv.-ay. I n I909, the addition of the sixth f loor replaced the 
roof garden and expansion to the east closed the Houston Street entrance. 

^1*"Po3t Off ice y d Federal Builing--erected 1937 by the V;drks Progress Administration; 
deslpicd~I3y^'r{alph"Cameron"ih"th"5 Renaissance Revival t . The Postal Service 
moved to Alamo-Plaza in^"! 877-when Peter Gallagher erected a building for them on the 
nortliwest corner of the Joskes block.- Tn I886, J, Jdeley Gordon supervised 

"construction of a new bul l ing for the north side.of the po 
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11. Post Office and Federal Building—ejected 1937 by the VJorks Progress AdministratJ.on; 
desdgncd'hy Ralph Cameron rnTLTie Renaissance Reirdval s tyle . The Postal Service 
moved to Alamo Plaza in I877 vhoxi Peter Gallaglior erected a bul l ing for them 
on the northwest corner of the Joskes bloclc. In I8b6, J. Riolcy Gordon superdsed 
construction of a ncv; buildi.ng for the north side of the plaza. He added a fr ieze r 
resenting San Antonio's pant to the modified Mooresquc government design. The 
1886 bvdling was replaced by the present structure. 

12. Landmark Buj.dang (Medical Arts j — b u i l t i n 1926,jt>a3 designed by Ralph Cameron 
in the )Jeo-Gothic Revival s ty le . Because of the triangular s i te and configuration 
of the building i t haa, from some angles, a two-dimensional'quality. Features stone 
wainccot at f i r s t f l o o r . F i rs t three f loors are highly ornemented in terra cotta 
\dth Idghly in t r ica te pointed arches and tracery. F i rs t f loor i s or iginal vdth 
mostlj'- large f ixed glass show windows. Fine suspended metal street canopies are 
over street entrances. Large pointed arches at top of second f loor define order 
for f i r s t two f l oo r s . Third f loo r i s evenly spaced I / I vjindows with in t r ica te 
terra cotta ornament and tracer^''. Above t h i r d f l oo r , between fourtl i and tenth 
f loor , vdndox.'S are I / I and building i s un-ornsmented. Windows grouped i n fours, 
defining bays. Tower i s defined at street corner of buildi-ng. Top tu-o floors 
are highly ornamented Tdth terra cotta Ivncery. Top f.loor has closely-spaced 
rov; of dormers set on a munsard roof. Dormers with pointed arches are highly or­
namented. Tower rises two floox-s above roof with pointed arches, bl ind \dndowQ, 
f l y i n g buttresses. The building recently has been purchased and renamed. Exterior 
is underg03.ng restorationj in te r io r adaptation fo r reuse. 

13* Turner Hall fTurn Verein)—erected 1,621j designed Ijy James Wahrenberger i n the 
Rem.Bsance architectural s ty le . The f ront i s of Chicago pressed brick relieved 
by horizontal courses of Kerrv i l le Ddmastone. There are also limestone l i n t e l s 
and balustrades. Over the f ront cntivinco are tvo gigantic columns of polished 
granite, sui'mounted by carved Corinthi/m csps, v;hich support an immense stone 
cornice. Sirdlar colum.na support the arches of the other windows. Corinthian caps 
at the extreme top. A course of carved stone p i l l a r s runs over the cornice. Sides 
longer than the f r o n t ; walls of cream colored Calaveras br ick. The structure i s 
surmounted by a French mansard roof. 
The building was constructed as a .-Docj a l and gymniistico club for the San Antordo 
Turn Verein, wViich sponsored the f i r s t Turnfest, or gymnastics competition, i n 
tcxas in 1873. The bull ing was restored i n 1972 by U.S. Postal Servi.ce employees. 
The f loor i s of alternating oak and black \.-alnut stripes. The staircase ha l l at 
the back of the building is i l lu idna tcd through stained glass vdndows. There are 

four woods i n the idchly carved newel post. The landing i s covered with a hardwood 
parquette f loor l a i d i n a bright pattem of contrasting colors.' There i s a ballroom 
on the second f loor and a g '̂mnasium i n the basement wldch have not been 
reconstructed. 

.CUggkilfct Hotal—erected 1909;_ des i red by Padgett. The hotel is owned by the 
• • Oddfellows' Lodge, a service organization chartered i n San Antonio in ^^}k9^ The 

lodge occujdes the f i f t h f l o o r , where they have kept the Grand Lodge Museum 
of Texas since 196I. Henry P. Pheltz designed additions i n 1927 that l e f t the 
building with seven stories. There v-'ere or ig ina l ly six f loors i n the main wing 
and three to the west. 



1^. >!enr;er Hotel—built i n tlic Victorian-It ' . ilianate s tyle; a two-story limestone 
structure cla.rcic facade dcsif;ned by Jolm I ' r ies. This j)ortion of the 
present hotel i s at the sou Jhwest corner. Third f loor added later i n accord 
with v.-hole. Glazed, i ron canopy across main f loor supported on iron columns. Thic 
forms balcony for second f l o o r and has i ron rail i .ng. Center portion of bidlding 
projects a few feet i n f ron t of side portions. Handsome, but indctcrml.nate-style 
pediment at center portion of roof. Windows are l / l and ortend to f loor to provide 
access to balconi(-s. Additions tov;ard tbe nori.h have been made several times. 
Hotel novi f i l l s the block on south east side of Alamo Plaza. 
Vdlliam Mer)ger liad opened a brewery on the plaza in l85i.^j lii s wife ran a boarding 

house. I n IG67, tlie Monger taproom was remodeled to resemble the House of Lords 
Club i n London, The hotel has been expanded foiu' times, displacing the stable, 
transfer and undertaking busings of Carter and Mullal ly, the largest i n San 
Antonio, and incorporating the f i r s t Turner Halle building. Improvements designed b; 
Al f red Giles i n 1909 sacrificed the Fries facade. The hotel has pla^'ed a key 
role i n San Antonio's Idstory id th t ies to many famous people. 

16. Jo3kos--T)ie department stoi'O has expanded u n t i l i t f i l l s the entire soutli block 
"of the piaza. Earlier buildings have been incorpc^rated into the present 
structure, although some portions on soutlieast side remrdn behind facade. 
Julius Joske located his dry goods business on Alamo Plaza i n I873. I n 1688, 
James V/ahrcnbcrger designed « building for Albert and Alexander on the west side 
of the plaza. Ten months la ter , Al f red Giles desifjned a three-story brick buiding 
modeled on the New Scot.land Yard, which famed Victor.ijn arcidtect R. Norman Shaw had -: 
recently designed, at the south\.'sst corner of the b.lock. I n the 19^03, Joskes expii-
expanded and now surrounds St. Joseph's cliurch completely, 

^^. St. Joscp_li.'j3-Xliurcli^-erected l868j designed by Q. Friesleben and Theodore 
Giraud; contractor John H, Kampmann; Gothic Revival. Superb limestone work. 
S\ipcit> stone, copjier and slate sid.ro. 
This church was b u i l t for the German Catho.lics of San Antonio. Improvements coatina 
to the present day. The t h i r d pastor of the church, Father Henry Pefferkorn, 
painted the Stations of tho__Cross which hang at the sides of the church and the 
Assiiffption of !]ar/ and Asceni^io'n~of Christ at the f ron t . He also designed the f i r s t 
a l tar and choir l o f t , rejdaced the canvas vdndows vdth glass, and installed a 
pipe organ. Four bells with matched tones were instul].ed i n I 8 9 I . I n I898, Jacob V.' 
ner b u i l t a spire designed by James Wateenberger, while Father Vdlliam A. Fuhrwerk 
was pastor. The stained glass v îndows i n the side wails were imported from the Eidl 
Frei Art Glass Factoiy i n Muidcfi, Each was designed by a renowned Europe.^ a r t i s t . 
The church renovated by Griewe and Comp.any of Cincinnati i n 191;?. Adjoining 
limestone rectory i s typica l of vernacular houses of l a t te r part of nineteenth 
centuiy b u i l t by San Antonio's German set t lers , 

18. Cenotai2h (Bnpty Tomb)--dedicated 1 9ljOj_ structural design by Adams and Adams, 
architpcts; sculptured figui'es by internationally famed Pompeo Coppini. The 
slxi-yr-fopt.iT'saumentchai!} a white marble shaft atop a liO X 12-foot granite base. 
On the east and west sides of the sha.ft arefigures of the Alamo heroes, with James i 
Bowie, James Bcriham, WilUam Barrett Travis, and Davy Ci'ockett i n f u l l r e l i e f . 
Ol the north side i s a female figure repreaentJ.ng Texas. To the south i s the 
S p i r i t of Sacrif ice. The names of the Alamo heroes and two meniorial sentences are 
inscribed on the base. Ihe Cenotaph was coimilssioned by the state of Texas as a 
Texas Centennial project . 



19. Acequia Madre—Alamo Acequla—segment of the stone-li.ned water rystem 
conx.ructcd by the Franciscan fathers and mission Indians to bring v.'ater 
to the mdssion compound and f i e l d s . One section i s Intact on the Alamo 
grounds. Otlicr sections may be intact underground i n several locations 
throughout the plaza and nearby aretis. 



SiaTIPlCAKCE 

^^Alamo^Plaza waa one of two areas set aside for public usedbi^f^^B^an^ ̂ '̂ o"* 

king of Spain that defined the boundaries of San Antoaio. I n 1718, Mssion San 

Antonio do Valero was created by the combination of two older Franciscan missions, 

San Antonio de Padua and San Francisco Solano. I t waa established on a si te believed 

to have been on the bank of the San Pedro Creek, possibly the aite of the present 

Chapol of Il iraclea. The mission waa relocated a f te r a hurricane destroyed buildings 

on the old s i te i n 172lj. The mission vras p a r t i a l l y secularized i n M9h and i n 

1803, a Spanish mi l i t a ry uidt occupied the compound. From thia time i t waa given the 

name "Alamo." The Spanish atayod u n t i l the late I82O3. The mission waa f o r t i f i e d 

by the Mexican General Cos i n I83? and again i n I836 by the Texas Army of Independence. 

On March 6 of that year, the thirteen-d^iy siege by the Mexican dictator General Antonio 

Lopez de Santa Anna and an amy of ^000 against the 186 defenders of the Texas 

Republic was ended. That heroic stand resulted i n the great reverence i n which the 

t iny misuion church and the ruina surrounding i t are held. Tho reconstructed builcdnga 

now function aa muaoums containing many of the rel ica uncovered on tho Alamo grounds. 

Tliey succeed tho muaeum kept by Gustav Toudouze i n Honore Grenet's grocery store 

which once stood on the convent foundations. 

Samuel Maverick, one of two Alamo soldiers elected to attend the convention 

to sign the Texas Declaration of Independece, b u i l t the f i r s t rock dwelling on the 

plaza, where tho Gibbs building ia now, i n I850. I t waa Maverick's location on 

the northwest corner of tho Alamo grounds that opened the plaza to further development 

a f te r years of neglect foLlotdng the ba t t le . Maverick kept flocka of quail behind a seu 

foot cedar fence. He ovmed a lumber yard across Houston Street from ids homestead. I n 

1886, he conatructod the f i r s t f ive-s tory building i n San Antonio, an Al f red Giles 

design. Maverick operated a bank on the f i r s t f loor and l o t tho v îpor f loors as office'] 



Continuous balconies fronted the building at the second, t h i r d and fourth levels. 

Thia building waa rensamed the Swoaringen-McCraw o f f i c e building af ter a 1912 

remodeling. I n tha I92O3, F. W, Woolworth's department store waa b u i l t on tho s i te . 

The next aubstantial percianent structure erected on the plaza waa the Meager 

Hotel. William A. Menger opened a brewery north of Blum on tho plaza i n 1855* 

His wife ran a boarding hou3e. Tho hotel waa opened i n 18^9 to accorcraodate the 

growing number of gueats. Charles Degen maintained the brewery nearby. Although 

the early Monger waa iimoua for i t s t u r t l e soup, changes were soon to obscure this 

aimple glory. I n I687, tho Menger tap room waa remodeled to rosaable tho House 

of Lorda Club i n London and the bar became well knosm to many prora.lnent vis i tors and 

residenta. Tho Menger has been expanded fom' timea, displacing tho largest stable, U 

transfer and undcrta'idng business i n San Antonio at the time—Carter and MuLlally, 

proprietors. The or ig ina l tvro-story limestone structuro with a classic facade 

designed l y John Fries aa wall as the f i r s t Tumor Halle building i n San Antonio are 

incorporated i n the present hotel . A l f r ed Giles doaigned inprovonenta i n 1909 that 

aacrificed the Fries facade. 

Tho other coransrcial structures i n the Alamo Plaza area are no1>ev;orthy fo r thoir 

ago and potential beauty, i f notldng else. Of thiidy-odd bidldinga included, half 

were conatructod before I9OO. VJhere the Vanco building now otanda (207?s, 2O9 Alarao 

Plaza), pictures taken before the C i v i l War show a subata^itial structure of similar 

size. The Vance brothers, Vdlliam and Jamea, traded with Mexico during tho C i v i l 

War. The present building was rebu i l t following a f i r e i n the I92O3 or 19303* 

I n 1872, Adolph Dreiss bought a l o t on Alamo Plaza and erected a threo-atory 

building to house a r e t a i l drug establiahment he had operated sinco I867. Dreiaa 

had entered tho buaineaa aa a clerk i n a drug store owned by Dr. R. A. Dryden. He 

had run a atoro at the southwest corner of Alamo and Coraĵ erce before building his own 

store. Dreisa took hia father, Albert , and brother, Edward, into the businesa which 

sold such apecialtiea aa the " F l i x i r of L i f e " and "Dead Shot for Screw Worms." 



I n 1888, Albert Dreisa entered a partnership with Qalveaton druggists Thotnpaon and 

Ohmatode forming a wholoaale drug division and creating the f i rm TDreiaa, Thompaon, 

and Co. Tho remodeled Dreiaa building ia three-story brick structure with 18,000 

square foot of f loor apace under one roof* An elaborate facade ia viaible at the 

back side of the building on Broadiray. Hermann Dreiss continu«d tho family 

businesa at tho aama location well into thia century. 

Honore Grenot b u i l t hia homo and ran a grocery on tho s i te of the Crockett 

Hotel at Crockett and Bcnham. He purchased the caivent foundations on the Alamo grcunda 

i n 1877. The nozct year ho erected a two-story wood building with three towera 

and a wooden arcade to tho south called the Alamo Building. His store waa long 

the largest grocery i n the 3outh:;j3t. A Frenchman, Grenet imported objects of art 

from Rousseau, Oliver, & Cio. i n Paris. Hia clerka gave toura of Toudouze's muaeun 

and tho Alamo ruins. Thei'o waa no f ixod charge fo r admission. Groaet sold the 

structure i n I686 to Hugo and Sclimeltaer who malntainod a buaineaa there u i t l l 

1905, when tho ai te waa acqu;Lred by the state of Texaa^s-eatoration bsgan. 

The architect Al f red Giles designed the Crockett Block, now four comnercial 

establiahments, fo r brothers William and Albert Maverick. Conatruction of the 

restrained I tal ianate building began i n I862 on property deeded through a prleat 

to a carpenter who sold the land to Samuel Maverick, father of V/illiam and Albert, 

Tho structuro was described aa "one of tho most beaut i ful and conapicuoua of 

San Antonio's well-proportioned business houses." The Crockett Block hao always 

been occupied by cciamorcial eatablishmonta. Of particular note waa the cigar store 

of Rafael Diaz. A Cuban exiled fo r p o l i t i c a l reasona from his home i n Havana, Diaz 

eatabliahed hia buaineao. i n 1068. He pxx>duced "La Flor de Diaz," fo r many yeara 

the most popular cigar sold i n San Antonio. Af ter 32 yeara of exi le , Diaz continued 

to contributo Ida wealth to finance tho rovolution i n Cuba. 



TlM f inest Gothic Ulevival building i n San Antonio waa erected i n I883 at the 

northwest cornor of CcJffitierce and Alamo. I t waa property of George Dullnig, a 

native Auatrian who iirenigrated to Texas with hia parenta i n l853 when ho waa seven. 

At the ago of 1 8, Dullnig established a auccesoful r e t a i l shoe buaineaa and even­

tual ly expanded into groceriea. The Dullnig Block eventually housed hia wholeaale 

and r e t a i l grocery businoaaoa and a r e t a i l dry goods establiahment. Dullnig 

erected a 100-foot i ron water towsr f i v e hundred feet behind hia porperty on tho 

r iver . Convinced tho steam punp supplying heat and energy to hia building did not 

liave to be on the premises, Dullnig placed the raachinoiy near his tower and piped the 

steam f ive hundred feot to his store. The atoam heated the structuro, operated one 

of the f i r a t elevators i n San Antonio and supplied tho hydraulic pressure fo r the 

Dullidg coffoo-roaoting plant on Losoya Street (now Soutli Broadway), 

Dullnig'a business occupied the second and main floora by 1907* diaplacing 

Dr. J . M. Chine's dental o f f i c e s . Schafer and Downey ran Alamo City Business 

Collego on the t h i r d f loo r f o r many yeara. 

George Dullnig's wealth was estimated at $22^,000 i n I886. He started the 

f i f t h national bank i n San AJitonio about this time. However, a rai l road veivture financec 

thi-ough the bank fa l i e d̂  and i t was liqvddated i n I898. Dullnig invested heavily 
land 

i n ranch ladn later i n l i f o . He i s credited with the discoveiy of the f i r a t o i l 

f i e l d i n Texas (six miles east of the c i t y ) . 

The buildlnga, although greatly altered, retain many oustanding architectural 

features. The Broadway facades aro re la t ive ly in tac t , while those on Alamo are covered. 

Sometime before I891, Scholz's Palm Garden, a two-story glass-enclosed building 

with a bar i n f ront and a garden f u l l of palms, banana plants and ferns behind, 

was erected adjacent to the Dullnig Block. An excellent Geraan band gave concerts 

foui' nights a week. 



Before 1 891, PYanc I . Moyer b u i l t a wholesale and r e t a i l l iquor store on the west 

aide of tho Plaza just south of the Reuter property. Hia wine cellars had a 

storage capacity for 100,000 gallons—the largest and f inest i n Texas at the time, 

Meyer eventually moved to a larger structure on Noi'th street . He was the largect importe 

of Rhine wines i n San Antonio, and the pidncipal dealer i n California products, liia 

wine display >?on f i r a t premium at an early San Antonio International Exposition. 

Joske'a came to the plaza i n 1873 with Juliua Joske's dry goods establishment. 

A building on the west side o f the pLiza, designed by James Wahrenberger i n l888, was 

outgrown i n ten months and the Joske brothers, Albert and Alexander, comisaioned 

Alf red Giles to design and new structure for the northeast corner of Alamo and 

Commerce, The three-story red brick building was Giles's least successful work, 

probably modeled on the New Scotland Yard, which famed Victorian arcldtect R. Morman 

Shaw lird recently designed. I t replaced Ed Steves'a lumber yard, founded i n 1866 

and the best-lcno;m establishment i n San Antonio by 1871. 

Unti l tho 19503* Joskes shared i t s block with the Gallagher Building, constructed 

by Peter Gallagher f o r tho Post Office i n 1877. I n the 1950s, Joskes expanded 

and remodeledj building on the entire block except the s i te of St. Joseph's Catholic 

Church. Jooko's now surrounds St. Joseph's church copp^etely. 

At the southeast comer o f Droad /̂ay and Crockett otanda a two-story building 

erected 1919-1921 and called the ChKber of Commerce Bull ing. I t was occupied by the 

Chamber u n t i l 1925. 

Tho Hsoro Building waa erected i n 1901; i n the .Victorian-&ipire s ty le . I t 

o r ig ina l ly had a roof garden above the f i f t h f loor with paviliorso at four corners. 

The sixth f loor waa added i n 1909. 

The eight-story Gibba o f f i c e buiding (Houston and Alamo), waa erected i n 1912 

on the aito of a one-story adobe previously used as a drug store. This was the location 

of Samuel Mavorick's homestead. At the corners of the old adobe bu?dding were 



sixteen old brass cannons used to defend the Alamo. These were uncovered when 

the Gibbs building foundation was dug. At least one of them ia diaplayed on 

the Alamo grounds* 

The Landmark &aildlng, renamed a f te r a recent $2-million renovation—previously 

known aa the Medical Arta building—waa designed by arcldtect Ralph Cameron* 

Construction began at the northeast corner of Avenue E and Houston late i n 192I4. 

T?felve stories, intended f o r o f f i c e space, were f inished i n A p r i l , 1926. In 

Novenjber the hospital on the thir teenth f loor waa completed. The si te earlier waa 

occupied by a l i v c i y atable* 

The last important coiifrjorcial structure i n the area, the Crockett Hotel, waa 

b u i l t i n 1909 with Padgett ac the arcldtect . The Oddfellows' Lodge owns the 

bvdldng and occupies the f i f t h f l o o r . Their meeting halla house some impressive 

mahogany cliairs and ceillnged platforms. The San Antonio Ix)dge has kept the Grand 

Lodge Museum of Texas since 196I. Oddfollowa f i r s t organized i n San Antonio i n 

181J5. They were chartered i n I8l49 as the eleventh lodge i n Texas. The Oddfellowship 

was once the largest organization of i t s ld.nd i n tho world* 

Tho Crockett waa erected on a portion of the or ig ina l Alamo grounds; also once 

the location of Honore Grciet 's store, Addj.tions i n 192? designed by Henry P. Pheltz 

raised the building to cevon stories. There were or ig ina l ly six floors i n the main 

vdng and throe to the west. 

Tho United States Postal Service hao operated i n San Antonio from Alamo Plaza 

since 1877 when Peter Gallagher erected a building fo r them on the northwest comer 

of the Joskes block. I n I886, J. Rieley Gordon waa employed to design a new 

bidlding for the north side of the plaza. Gordon added a f r ieze of hiatoric 

character, representing San Antonio's past to the or ig ina l modified Mooresque 

government design. The present R)st Off ice and Federal Bidlding designed by 



Cameron, was b u i l t as a part of Pi'eeident Roosevelt's Worka Progress Adninistration 

program i n 1937* I t i s designed around a central courtyard i n a Renaissance 

Retiaieeanoe Revival s ty le . Workers digging tho foundation for the bui.lding i n 

1936 found human bones i n the s i te that could have been those of Mexican troops 

or defendera of the Alamo. 

The Postal Service now alao occupies the old Turner Halle, i n the northern 

corner of Bonham and Travis, where San Antordo'3 di.strict ofldce i a maintained. 

Jamea Viahrenberger doaigned tho bidlding i n I89I as a gymnasium and social center 

for the San Antonio Turn Verein. V/ahrenberger was a native Texas architect, educated 

i n Europe. Of thirteen competing designs fo r the state capitol i n the I88O3, 

Wahrenberger's took second place. The builcSig has two f l oo r s . The lower f loor 

was once occupied by a cafe and cloak, reading, assembly and b i l l i a r d rooms. The 

aocond f loor ia a ballroom not yet remodeled. Tlio staii'case ha l l at tho back of 

the building i s an outstanding design. There are four d i f fe ren t woods i n i t s r ichly 

carved newel post. Light enters the h a l l tlirough stained glass windows * 

Tho San Antonio Turn Verein sponsored the Uro t Turnfest—or gymnaatlca 

competition—in Texas i n 1873* The organization originated with Ludwig Jahn i n 

G-erraany, who hoped to increase tho physical and mental strength of his people to 

enable them to defeat Napoleon. The San A.ntonio organization was a social and 

gymnastics club for the early German settlers and their descendants* 

Tho San Antonio Club was located on the plaza from I882, when i t occupied 

the second f loor of the Gallagher Bidlding. The club kept rooms i n the Grand Opera 

House, a piece of San Antonio's golden age demolished i n the 19503 after i t waa 

largely destroyed by f i r e . "The Grand," b u i l t i n I886, waa called "the costl iest and 

most comfortable ts^iple of Thespis i n tho South." I t seated 1500 and contained a 

stage of record size i n the Southwest. Thir ty-aix chandeliers provided houso l i g h t , 
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but the theater's greatest treasure waa tho curtain drop. I t waa actually a 

lavish painting, showing Gerald's "Beauty and Booty i n a Mooriah Court," given a 

curtain-l ike e f fec t by a drapery border. 

St. Joseph's church and parish houso are the las t otmcturea of significance 

i n the indicated ai'ea around Alamo Plaza. San Antonio's German Catholics b u i l t 

the church i n 1863 af ter having been refused the use of the Alamo mlasion because 

the Arny could f i n d not room olsev/here f o r tho aippliea they had stored there. 

The construction of tho church vaa delayed by a hurricane that devastated San 

Antonio, occu^jyi.ng i t s laborers. The comeratone waa l.aid November 5> 1868, I t 

be^ira the date May 8, 1868, and the Inscriptiona: "Sich die kbhnung des Gottea 

bei den Menochen" (Behold tho dwelling of God among men) and "Domua Dei, Porta Coeli" 

(Habitation of God, Entrance to Heaven). The church i a one of tho most outstanding 

church structures i n the Southwest. The t h i r d pastor of the church, Father Henry 

Pefferkorn, painted the Stations of the Cross and the Assimiption of Mary and 

Ascension of Christ that hang i n the church. He designed the l l r s t al tar and 

choir l e f t , replaced canvas vdndov/a with glass, and ins ta l led a pipe org.'in* Father 

Pefferkorn also organized tho St* Joseph's Society and tho San Antonio Leiderki'anz, 

both s t i l l i n operation. Four bolls with matched tones, named Joseph, Mary, Henry 

and-H<?eepn, were instal-led i n 1891* They ai'o now run by alectr ic motors. 

The next pastor. Father Idl l iam A. Fuhi-wcrk, consaissioned Jaraca Wahrenberger 

to design the spire, completed by Jacob V/agner i n I898* He also instal led elcct:dc 

l i g h t a , a Gothic confessional and pu lp i t and new pews. For $3000, the stained 

glasa windows i n tho side wa.lls were imported from tho famed Endl Frei Art Glass 

factoiy i n Munich,, each designed by a renowned European a r t i s t . He alao had the 

cei l ing aiid side walla pai.ntcd by two well-knoim ar t i s t s and employed Leonoi'd 

M. J. Dielm-ann to enlarge the aacristy. St. Joseph's parish i s now t e r r i t o r i a l after 

a long Idstory as a national parish* Gidcwe and Company of Cincinnati were i n charge 



of renovation i n 19l;5* 

Tho plaza proper, Alamo square, began aa a barren area which, i n rainy 

weather, resembled a quagndre. During the C i v i l V/ar, the plaza was neglected. 

Aa cat t le became important, the square teemed vdth drovers, cowboya and animala. Tho 

f i r s t pavement around the aquare, l a i d i n 1888, consiated of mesquite blocka. A 

c i t y order i n 1887 had^_erected a public_»ater closet and pr ivy . Alderman A. F* Wulff, a 

native of Gerraary who came to San Antoni5in 1850, waa intercnted i n hort icul ture. 

He advocated beautification of this and Main Plaza by landscaping parks i n their 

centers. So a garden waa planted and 30 iron benches were placed around the 

square. Vdlliam Reuter was allowed to erect a bandstand at his oxra est-panae. The 

bandstand removed to San Pedro Park i n the early 20th century has now been replaced 

on the South end of the plaza. 

Storo owners were required to bui ld Class "A" sidewalks along their Plaza 

f ron t s . Wulff , to execute his plans, was appointed the f i r s t City Park Comimiasioner. 

At present the plaza i a undergoing renewal. 

The Alamo monument, tho^Ccnotaphj i a famous as an object of controversy aa 

Kol l as of raeraorlal* Some Texans opposed construction of anytldng di rect ly before 

the Alamo mission church, i t s e l f a proper memorial. J. Frank Dobie, historian, 

compared the present structure to a swimming pool s l ide . 

Several unsuccessful attempts to erect monuments preceded the erection of the 

Cenotajph i n 1936. The f i r s t memorial_to,...the_Ai^o defenders waa proposed i n I887 

and Al f red Gllea submitted a design for acmething l i k e the Confederate Monument 

i n Travis Park. The idea waa dropped a f te r $25*000 hid been raised. A oeccnd 

attempt was likevdao unsuccessful i n I909* In October of 1912, plans fo r a 

monumental building 802 fest high vdth a base 85 feet square were accepted by 

the Alamo Monument Association. An elaborate campai-f^ waa imdertaken to raise the 
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$2 million required to complete tlds enormous project v/aa never comploted. The 

Cenotaph (Empty Tomb) was commisaioned by the State of Texaa aa a Toxaa Centennial 

project. 



S T A T E O F T E X A S 

COUNTY OF B E X A R ) 

personal ly appeared 

B E F O R E M E . the undersigned authority, 

Cynthia E. Coe 

to me persona l ly known to be the Bookkeeper 

O F T H E SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS and SAN ANTONIO E V E N I N G NEWS, 

da i ly newspapers published i n the C i t y of San Antonio , i n the county and 

state a fo resa id , and being by me f i r s t duly sworn , deposes and says 

that the adver t i sement of Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

appeared in a l l editions of said newspapers in the manner and style 

shown by the attached clipping on the following dates: 

July 22,1976 

Subscribed and sworn to th is 

I 

/ 

IfoUi-y Publi 
/fiexar Count 

th« Alonio Plofo Hifta-'K Di^tiid ihoH 
bo (oiiMdefed by (be ienoi Bonrd of 
Review for nooiinatian i > tbe Natiofiol 
Register of Histouc Plotei oi defined 
under tbe Notronol Hntwk Pre^erva 
tion Ad of I9i6 or in the federol 
Register Tfiit Review meeting \s 
scbeduled on August 3, 19/6, in the 
otlrces of the lexm HistOfKol Com 
mission, tSU Colorodo, Austin, Tem 
WW 

The Monte Visto Historit Distnd m 
(tudes on area of approximately MS 

, Dfres bounded by Asbby ond Hilde 
brand Streets between Son Pedro ond 
M(Cu)lo(b plus tbe oieo from 
Hildcbfond to Muisotbe, between M(-
Cuiloth nnd Medium Drive, eiduding 
Trinity University campus tmd in 
dudrng tbe houses on tbe soutbside of 
Huisocbe 

Tbe boundary line of Alamo Ptozo 
Histonc Dislrift runs along Commetie 
Street Kom Bonham Sheet westweoid 
to Broadway, then northward to the 
alley belween Houston ond Travis 
streets, eastward to Nor lb Aluirio, 
north to Tfovrs Street Eosi to Avenue 
E, north to the alley between Travis 
and Fourth streets, eosi to Bonhom 
street, then southward along Bonhom 
to Travis Street, southward along the 
eastern perimeter of the Crotkett 
Hotel to Uorkett Street, then west to 
Bonbam Street and south along 
Bonham to the beginning point at 
Commerce, comprising on area of ap-
proximotely 34 aires in tbe City of Son 
Antorna * 

Any (omments relative thereto should 
be oddressed to the Boord of Review at 
tbe obove oddtess." 



Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texaa 78711 
Truett LeUmer 
Executive Director 

December 13, 1976 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register of 
Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed is the completed information on the Alamo Plaza. Please 
note that the Medical Arts Building (Landmark Building) is included 
within this district. 

In view of the buildings threatened within the district, I hope you 
will be able to review the nomination as soon as possible. 

^tt Latiftwr 
State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

TL/ps 

Enclosures 



•file 

ARTHUR VELTMAN JR. 
February 15, 1977 

Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Coiranission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 

Dear Mr. Latimer: 

As a property owner i n New City Block 914, and New City Block 148, San 
Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, I would wholeheartedly endorse an 
amendment to the .Alamo Plaza National Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places 
designation, that would include these two New2ity Blocks, and t h e i r 
inclusive properties w i t h i n the designated boundary. 

The properties are known as: 

223 South Broadway; construction undertaken i n 1890's as a 
hotel along the San Antonio River. Plans include a complete 
restoration u t i l i z i n g Community Development funding for 
downtown r e s i d e n t i a l application, and facade restoration. 
Construction should proceed w i t h i n ninety days. 

310-318 North Presa; construction undertaken i n 1920's as 
commercial complex; remodeling undertaken i n 1960's for mixed 
usage along San Antonio River, Paseo del Rio. Project includes 
three restaurants, four r e t a i l stores, and one o f f i c e . Plans 
include addition of two additional f l o o r s f o r apartment 
condominiums. The project i s part of an ove r a l l project including 
other properties, called River Square. 

These properties are a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , and the South • 
Broadway property may have h i s t o r i c significance. They serve i n the 
v i t a l linkage between Alamo Plaza and the Paseo del Rio. 

I am prepared to work toward t h i s amendment to the Alamo Plaza National 
Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places designation, by securing additional 
endorsements from adjacent property owners, i f called upon to do so. 
Please l e t me know what I may do to be of assistance i n any way. 

Yours very t r u l y . 

Arthur Veltman, Jr. 

AVj:hs 
Copy t o : 
Dr. Wil l iam J . Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, U.S. Department of 

I n t e r i o r , National Parks Service, 18th & C Street , Washington, D.C. 20240 

OFFICE -403 EAST COMMERCE STREET - RIVER SQUARE • SAN ANTONIO • TEXAS 78205 • (5/2) 224-9051 





Mr. Truett Latimer, February 16, 1977, page 2 

Ms. Nancy Negley, President, San Antonio Conservation Society, 107 King 

William, San Antonio, Texas 
Ms. Pat Osborne, City of San Antonio H i s t o r i c Preservation Of f i c e r , Citv 

H a l l , San Antonio, Texas 
Mr. Chris Carson, Architect, 528 King William, San Antonio, Texas 



Cievej-diiu 
San Antonio, Texas 
26 February 1977 

78209 

Ms. Cynthia Emrick. Director 
Southwest/Plains F i e l d Office 
National Trust f o r H i s t o r i c Preservation 
903 Colcord Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102 

Dear Ms. Emrick: 

Thank you for your response to my l e t t e r . To date I have not received 
anything from the Governor's o f f i c e , but I have heard from the general 
counsel to the DRT. With t h i s l e t t e r Truett Latimer w i l l receive a copy 
of the o r i g i n a l l e t t e r as wel l as a copy of a l l subsequent correspondence 
pertaining to the matter of the DRT and the Alamo. Mr. Latimer probably 
has been involved more than he wanted to be i n the Alamo Plaza Bicentennial 
renovation and the San Antonio Transit Contraflow Project. 

As to the matter of parking spaces i n fro n t of the Alamo property, they 
were removed during the Plaza renovation to enhance the visual impact of 
that h i s t o r i c p i l e ; and,indeed, i t works. One now has a clean, clear view 
of the Alamo from the north side of Joske's to Houston Street. Please keep 
in mind that the Alamo and i t s adjacent walls are low structures, being 
approximately 20 to 30 feet and 10 to 15 feet, respectively. The DRT 
should be concerned with t h i s visual factor but seem to be preoccupied with 
the declining revenues of t h e i r museum shop. Other persons concerned with 
the q u a l i t y of l i f e i n San Antonio would prefer not to have street parking 
reintroduced i n fro n t of that property again. Essentially the same number 
of spaces removed would be provided on the opposite side of the bus curb. 

Even i f the parking space question i s s e t t l e d , i t does not erase my concern 
for the Alamo s i t u a t i o n . More than 70 years ago, Clara D r i s c o l l bought 
the Alamo to save i t from destruction. She sold i t to the State of Texas 
with the provision that the DRT would be responsible i t and i t s maintenance. 
Indeed, they are to be commended for establishing a fi n e l i b r a r y , restoring 
the Long Barracks, making the grounds an a t t r a c t i v e garden, and numerous 
other deeds with funds derived from sales i n the museum shop and g i f t s 
from private sources. The problems l i e i n the cl u t t e r e d appearance of the 
chapel and the complete lack of discriminating q u a l i t y i n the shop. A 
more awe-inspiring e f f e c t could be achieved i n that noble place with more 
dramatic l i g h t i n g and e f f e c t i v e arrangement of a r t i f a c t s than with a brass 
sign demanding silence or asking gentlemen to remove t h e i r hats. Besides 
having a painting of John Wayne i n a scene from The Alamo, the shop has 
merchandise that looks embarrassingly l i k e Woolworth's; that which does not 
is very poorly displayed. I have never known t h i s to be the case i n a shop 
on National Trust property. 

I f the Daughters could be encouraged to improve the qu a l i t y i n the Alamo 
and the museum shop, a l l of us would benefit. No longer would people who 
escort d i g n i t a r i e s or friends who have heard and read about the Alamo since 
childhood f e e l personally embarrassed i n doing so. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Buchanan 

CC: Truett Latimer 
William Murtaugh 

Robert Garvey 





ARTHUR VELTMAN JR. 

March 1, 1977 
Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register \ 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

As the owner of property, and the operator of businesses within the 
proposed Alamo Plaza His t o r i c D i s t r i c t , I would l i k e to wholeheartedly 
endorse t h i s undertaking. 

I represent the owners as trustee, or own the following l i s t e d 
properties which you have under consideration: 

223 South Broadway, presently under development 

310-318 North Presa, remodeling i n progress 

317-321 Alamo Plaza, considering restoration at t h i s time 

I operate a business i n the following properties: 

526 River Walk (part of 429 East Commerce); Royal Street Crossing 
Restaurant 

516 River Walk (part of 310-318 North Presa); Greenhouse Restaurant 

512 River Walk (part of 310-318 North Presa); Kangaroo Court 
Restaurant 

I f I may be of any assistance i n t h i s regards, pieas^ contact me 
at once. 

hur Veltman, Jr. 

AV j : hs 
Copy to : 
Mr. Chris Carson, 528 King William, San Antonio, Texas 

OFFICE -403 EAST COMMERCE STREET - RIVER SQUARE • SAN ANTON/O - TEXAS 78205 • (512) 224-9051 

HOME • 907 RIVER ROAD - SAN ANTONIO • TEXAS 78212 - (512) 732-29^5 
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Also Notified 
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Hon. Henry 3. Gonzalez 
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
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iMcutlve Director 
Texas Historical CoondLaalon 
P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

r CO. 

1522 K Street, ̂ W 
Washington. DC 20005 

A p r i l 30, 1980 

Honorable L i l a Cockrell 
Mayor of San Antonio 
P. 0. Box 9066 
San Antonio, Texas 78285 

Dear Mayor Cockrell: 

Enclosed i s the Memorandum of Agreement r e f l e c t i n g the agreement to 
mitigate the adverse effects of Alamo Plaza/Paseo del Rio Linkage Project 
on :Alamo Plaza H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t reached by the consulting parties. 

Please sign and date t h i s agreement and forward i t to Mr. Truett Latimer, 
Texas State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , f o r his dated signature. 
Thereafter, i t must be retumed to the Council f o r r a t i f i c a t i o n by the 
CHiairman. The agreement w i l l become f i n a l 30 days a f t e r receipt by the 
Chairman or e a r l i e r I f r a t i f i e d by the Chairman. The r a t i f i e d Memorandum 
of Agreement w i l l constitute the Cotmcil's comments i n accordance with 
Section 800.6(c)(3) and completes your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under Section 106 
of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act, Section 2(b) of Executive 
Order 11593, "Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," 
and the Council's regulations. 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

Director, Office of Cultural 
Resource Preservation 

Enclosures 
MOA 



Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20005 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS, the City of San Antonio ( C i t y ) , Texas, proposes to design 
and construct the Alamo Plaza/Paseo del Rio Linkage Project with 
an Urban Development Action Grant; and, 

WHEREAS, the Texas State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
(SHPO), i n consultation w i t h the City, has determined that t h i s 
undertaking as proposed would have an adverse e f f e c t upon the 
Alamo Plaza H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , a property included i n the 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 470f, as amended, 90 
Stat. 1320) and Section 800.4(d) of the regulations of the 
Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation (Council), "Protection 
of H i s t o r i c and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800), the City 
has requested the comments of the Council; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 800.6 of the Council's 
regulations, representatives of the Council, the City, and the 
Texas SHPO have consulted and reviewed the undertaking to 
consider feasible and prudent alternatives to avoid or s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 
mitigate the adverse e f f e c t ; 

NOW, THEREFORE, i t i s mutually agreed that the undertaking 
w i l l be implemented i n accordance with the following s t i p u l a t i o n s 
to s a t i s f a c t o r i l y mitigate any adverse e f f e c t on the above-
mentioned property: 

Stipulations 

The City w i l l ensure that the following measures are carried out: 

1. A design review process w i l l be established between the 
City and the Texas SHPO permitting the l a t t e r to review and_ 
comment on proposed new construction or restoration work w i t h i n 
the project i n order to ensure design compatibility between 
new work and c u l t u r a l properties associated with the 
Alamo Plaza H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . The opportunity to review and 
comment on design proposals w i l l be afforded the Texas SHPO 
at a reasonable time p r i o r to undertaking the actual work. 

2. As a previously undiscovered element of the h i s t o r i c fabric 
of Mission San Antonio de Valero (the Alamo), the remnants of 
the adobe compound walls w i l l be disturbed as l i t t l e as possible 
during the project undertaking. The location of the below 
grade wall remnants w i l l be indicated at ground surface, for 
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purposes of public i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , by constructing new masonry 
walls of low height; compatible i n design to the character of the 
d i s t r i c t and subject to Texas SHPO review and comment i n accordance 
with S t i p u l a t i o n 1. 

3. The City w i l l , v i a i t s contract with the University of Texas at San 
Antonio Center f o r Archeological Research, and i n coordination with 
i t s demolition and construction contractors, undertake a program to 
protect and recover archeological resources w i t h i n the project area. 
This program w i l l include, but not necessarily be l i m i t e d t o , the 
following: 

a. Extensive h i s t o r i c a l and archival research leading to the produc­
t i o n of a detailed h i s t o r y of the project area from preh i s t o r i c 
times to the early twentieth century. 

b. Testing of parking areas to locate undisturbed c u l t u r a l deposits. 

c. The protection, recording and recovery of c u l t u r a l resources dis­
covered during b u i l d i n g removal. 

d. The recovery of archeological data where the project requires 
destruction of a l l or part of an archeological resource (e.g., 
basement or foundation excavation, terracing a slope, e t c . ) . 

e. Designing features to e x h i b i t c u l t u r a l properties f o r purposes of 
public information. 

f. Analysis and preservation of the a r t i f a c t s and data recovered; 
and, curation of these materials through the Laboratory of the 
University of Texas at San Antonio Center f o r Archeological Research. 

g. Production of a f i n a l report which w i l l provide the results of 
the Center's h i s t o r i c a l and archeological research. 

h. Provision of copies of the f i n a l report to the Texas SHPO, the 
Council and Interagency Archeological Services, Heritage 
Conservation and Recreation Service, i n accordance with 36 CFR 
Sec. 66.4. 

4. Failure to carry out the terms of t h i s Agreement requires that 
the City again request the Council's comments i n accordance with 
36 CFR Part 800. I f the City cannot carry out the terms of the 
Agreement, i t s h a l l not take or sanction any action or make any 
ir r e v e r s i b l e commitment that would r e s u l t i n an adverse e f f e c t 
w i t h respect to National Register or e l i g i b l e properties covered 
by the Agreement or would foreclose the Council's consideration 
of modifications or alternatives to the Alamo Plaza/Pasco del 
Rio Linkage Project that could avoid or mitigate the adverse e f f e c t 
u n t i l the commenting process has been completed. 

5. I f any of the signatories to t h i s Agreement determine that the terms 
of the Agreement cannot be met or helieves a change i s necessary, 
that signatory s h a l l immediately request the consulting parties to 
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6. 

consider an amendment or addendum to the Agreement. Such an amendment 
or addendum s h a l l be executed i n the same manner as the o r i g i n a l 
Agreement. 

Within 90 days a f t e r carrying out the terms of the Agreement, the 
City s h a l l provide a w r i t t e n report to a l l signatories to the 
Agreement on the actions taken to f u l f i l l the terms of the Agreement. 

•a Executive Director 
Advisory Council on 

V 

'Histo r i c Preservation 

I'ty of San Afitonio 
(date) 

Texas State e H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer ' 

(date) 1 \ - £-0 
Chairman 
Advisory Council\o/L H i s t o r i c Preservation 



* Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 J ) I 

JUN 15 1981 / 
Mr. Thomas E. Huebner 
City Manager 
City of San Antonio 
P. 0. Box 9060 
San Antonio, TX 78285 

Dear Mr. Huebner: 

The Council has received your signed proposal including the w r i t t e n 
concurrence of the Texas State His t o r i c Preservation Officer f o r the 
proposed Tiendas del Rio Downtown Development, San Antonia, Texas. 

We have reviewed the proposal and have i d e n t i f i e d two areas of ambiguity 
that we believe need correction. The provision for an archeological 
survey and development of data recovery program i s rather vague, p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y considering the alleged high archeological s e n s i t i v i t y of the 
area. The provision f o r design review i s also somewhat weak, and we 
f e e l that t h i s i s a very important area of concern i n view of the 
project's proximity to the Alamo Plaza H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

The simplest method fo r correcting these minor problems i s to provide 
for subsequent Council review of the archeological survey report, data 
recovery program, and design review program. This w i l l allow us to work 
out any deficiencies through subsequent consultation, without extending 
the review process at t h i s time. Accordingly, we have added a s t i p u l a t i o n 
to the Memorandum of Agreement and are returning i t for your signature. 
We t r u s t that t h i s approach i s acceptable to you. When you have signed 
the agreement, please forward i t to the Texas SHPO for his dated signature. 
He w i l l r e turn i t to us for r a t i f i c a t i o n by the Chairman. The agreement 
w i l l become f i n a l a f t e r 30 days or e a r l i e r i f r a t i f i e d by the Chairman, 
and the undertaking may then proceed. A copy of the r a t i f i e d agreement 
w i l l be provided f o r your records. The r a t i f i e d agreement w i l l constitute 
the Council's comments i n accordance with Section 800.6(c)(3) and completes 
your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act and the Council's regulations. 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

Thomas F. King 
Director, Office of Cultural 

Resourse Preservation 



Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20005 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) proposes 
to approve a Urban Development Action Grant (UDAG) for the City of San 
Antonio, Texas (City), for the Tiendas del Rio Downtown Development; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1977, as amended, HUD has delegated i t s responsibility for seeking the 
comments of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council) pursuant 
to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 
Sec. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) to the City; and, 

WHEREAS, the City, in consultation with the Texas State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO), has determined that implementation of this 
project w i l l adversely affect the Alamo Plaza Historic D i s t r i c t , a property 
included i n the National Register of Historic Places; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the regulations of the Council, "Protection of 
Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800), the City has requested 
the comments of the Council; and, 

WHEREAS, representatives of "the Council, the City, and the Texas SHPO 
have consulted and reviewed the proposed undertaking to consider alternatives 
to avoid or satisfactorily mitigate adverse effects on the above-mentioned 
property; 

NOW, THEREFORE, i t is mutually agreed that implementation of the 
project i n accordance with the following stipulation and the attached proposal 
from the City Manager, Ci^y of San Antonio, w i l l avoid or satisfactorily 
mitigate the adverse effects. 

Stipulation 

A report of the archeological survey called for in Section 3 of the 
attached proposal, the data recovery program called for i n Section 3 
of the attached proposal, and a description of the design review 
process called for i n Section 7 of the attached proposal, including 
pertinent standards and guidelines, w i l l be submitted to the Council 
for review and comment prior to the implementation of the archeological 
data recovery program or the design review process. Should the Council 
comment favorably, or not comment within 30 days after receipt of the 
documents, the City w i l l proceed to implement the data recovery program 
and the design review process. Should the Council comment adversely, 
the parties to this Agreement w i l l consult to resolve the differences. 
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Memorandum of Agreement 
City of San Antonio 
Tiendas del Rio 

Executive Director 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

(date) 
City of San Antonio 

(date) 
Texas State Historic Preservation Officer 

(date) 
Chairman 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 



STIPULATIONS 

The C i t y w i l l i n s u r e t h a t the f o l l o w i n g measures are c a r r i e d out: 

1. A survey of the Tiendas d e l Rio Downtown Development p r o j e c t area 
bounded by Cr o c k e t t , Bowie, Commerce and -Bonham S t r e e t s , plus those 
p o r t i o n s of Blocks 553, 164 , 16-5, and 167 which w i l l be acquired 
by the C i t y w i t h UDAG funds w i l l be undertaken t o i d e n t i f y d i s ­
t r i c t s , s i t e s , b u i l d i n g s , s t r u c t u r e s , and o b j e c t s ( h e r e a f t e r 
" p r o p e r t i e s " ) t h a t may meet the C r i t e r i a f o r l i s t i n g i n the Na­
t i o n a l Register (36 CFR Part 1202) . The survey w i l l be conducted 
i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the Texas SHPO and i n accordance w i t h the 
"Guidelines f o r the l o c a t i o n and I n d e n t i f i c a t i o n of H i s t o r i c 
P r o p e r t i e s Containing S c i e n t i f i c , P r e h i s t o r i c , H i s t o r i c a l , or 
Ar c h e o l o g i c a l Data" (36 CFR Part 66, Appendix B, proposed Guidelines) 
and w i t h reference t o "Guidelines f o r Local Surveys: A Basis f o r 
P r e s e r v a t i o n Planning" (GPO Stock #024-016-00089-7) and "The 
Ar c h e o l o g i c a l Survey, Methods and Uses" (GPO Stock #024-016-00091-9). 

a. The survey w i l l be completed w i t h i n 180 days of a Contract f o r 
Services. 

b. P r o p e r t i e s t h a t appear t o meet the C r i t e r i a w i l l be nominated 
by the C i t y t o the N a t i o n a l Register through the process pro­
vided f o r i n the State of Texas w i t h i n three months of the 
completion o f the survey's f i n a l r e p o r t . I f any such property 
cannot be nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Register f o r any reason, 
i t w i l l be submitted t o the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r f o r de­
t e r m i n a t i o n of e l i g i b i l i t y f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Reg­
i s t e r i n accordance w i t h 36 CFR Sec. 1204.3 or 36 CFR Sec. 
1204.4 ( f o r m e r l y 36 CFR Sections 63.3 and 63.4, r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . 

c. I f there i s any question as t o whether a pr o p e r t y may meet the 
C r i t e r i a , the C i t y w i l l request a det e r m i n a t i o n of e l i g i b i l i t y 
f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register from the Secretary of 
the i n t e r i o r i n accordance w i t h 36 CFR Sec. 1204,4. 

2. U n t i l the survey i s completed, p r o p e r t i e s t h a t may be a f f e c t e d by 
the p r o j e c t w i l l be evaluated by the C i t y , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the 
SHPO, against the N a t i o n a l Register C r i t e r i a . 

a. P r o p e r t i e s t h a t appear t o meet the C r i t e r i a w i l l be submitted 
by the C i t y t o the Secretary o f the I n t e r i o r f o r determinations 
of e l i g i b i l i t y f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register i n ac­
cordance w i t h 36 CFR Part 1204. 

b. I f t h e r e i s any question as t o whether a pr o p e r t y may meet the 
C r i t e r i a , the C i t y w i l l request a de t e r m i n a t i o n of e l i g i b i l i t y 
from the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r i n accordance w i t h 36 CFR 
Part 1204. 

c. The C i t y w i l l keep a w r i t t e n record of the reasons why any 
prop e r t y does not appear t o meet the C r i t e r i a , 



imorandum of Agreement 

3. P r i o r t o major ground d i s t u r b i n g a c t i v i t i e s connected w i t h the pro­
j e c t , the C i t y w i l l undertake an a r c h e o l o g i c a l survey of the pro­
j e c t area i n accordance w i t h proposed Guidelines, 36 CFR Part 66, 
Appendix B, and Appendix C. "Pro f e s s i o n a l Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s " . I n the 
event t h a t a r c h e o l o g i c a l resources are found t h a t meet the 
Na t i o n a l Register C r i t e r i a (36 CFR Part 1202) a data recovery 
program f o r these resources w i l l be developed and implemented i n 
accordance w i t h The Advisory Council's p u b l i c a t i o n , "Treatment of 
Arc h e o l o g i c a l P r o p e r t i e s - A Handbook". (Handbook). 

a. A r c h e o l o g i c a l specimens w i l l be r e t a i n e d a t l e a s t u n t i l a n a l y s i s , 
and d e s c r i p t i v e r e p o r t i n g are complete. F i e l d notes, photo­
graphs negatives, processed data, and specimens w i l l be stored 
i n good order and i n a manner t h a t makes them a v a i l a b l e f o r 
f u t u r e study a t an a p p r o p r i a t e l y equipped i n s t i t u t i o n . Speci­
mens may be made a v a i l a b l e t o other p a r t i e s f o r research or 
other purposes provided permanent access f o r research, through 
an a p p r o p r i a t e l y equipped i n s t i t u t i o n , i s guaranteed w i t h i n 
reason, 

b. Copies of f i n a l r e p o r t s o f data recovery w i l l be supplied to 
the Texas SHPO. A copy of any f i n a l t e c h n i c a l r e p o r t s w i l l 
also be f u r n i s h e d t o Interagency A r c h e o l o g i c a l Services, 
(Department of the I n t e r i o r , 5000 Marble N.E. - Room 211, 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110), f o r p o s s i b l e submission t o the 
Na t i o n a l Technical I n f o r m a t i o n Service (NTIS). Any precise 
l o c a t i o n a l data should appear i n a separate appendix and may 
be w i t h h e l d from NTIS p u b l i c a t i o n pursuant t o Section 11 of 
the General A u t h o r i t i e s Act of 1970, as amended (P.L. 94-458). 

4. An a r c h e o l o g i s t meeting the p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r super­
v i s o r y a r c h e o l o g i s t set f o r t h i n proposed Guidelines, 36 CFR Part 
66, Appendix C, w i l l be present d u r i n g a l l c l e a r i n g and ground 
d i s t u r b i n g a c t i v i t i e s . I n the event t h a t a r c h e o l o g i c a l p r o p e r t i e s 
are found t h a t may meet the C r i t e r i a f o r l i s t i n g i n the Nat i o n a l 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places (36 CFR Part 1202), a c t i v i t i e s t h a t 
could a f f e c t the p r o p e r t i e s w i l l be stopped and a determination of 
e l i g i b i l i t y f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register w i l l be obtained 
from the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . I f the p r o p e r t i e s are det e r ­
mined e l i g i b l e , the C i t y w i l l evaluate the f e a s i b i l i t y of t h e i r 
p r e s e r v a t i o n i n - p l a c e . I f p r e s e r v a t i o n i n - p l a c e i s determined t o 
be f e a s i b l e , a data recovery program w i l l be developed and im­
plemented i n accordance w i t h the Handbook, 

5. P r o p e r t i e s t h a t are determined t o be e l i g i b l e f o r the Nat i o n a l 
Register, nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Register, or l i s t e d i n the 
Na t i o n a l Register, w i l l be t r e a t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g manner: 

a. P r o p e r t i e s t h a t are t o be r e h a b i l i t a t e d w i l l be r e h a b i l i t a t e d 
i n accordance w i t h the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r ' s "Standards 
f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n " (Standards) which w i l l be applied i n 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the Texas SHPO. 

b. I f the Standards cannot be met, or the proposed treatment of 
the p r o p e r t y i s not r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , or d e m o l i t i o n i s con­
templated, or i f the contemplated a c t i o n could have an i n d i r e c t 
e f f e c t on such p r o p e r t i e s , p r i o r t o t a k i n g any a c t i o n the C i t y 
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w i l l c o n s u l t w i t h the Texas SHPO and o b t a i n the comments of 
the Council i n accordance w i t h 36 CFR Sec. 800.6 (b) of the 
Council's r e g u l a t i o n s ; 

c. The C i t y w i l l ensure t h a t p r o p e r t i e s r e h a b i l i t a t e d under the 
p r o j e c t w i l l be maintained and preserved i n accordance w i t h 
the Secretary's Standards. 

P r i o r t o d e m o l i t i o n or a l t e r a t i o n of any p r o p e r t i e s l i s t e d on or 
determined t o be e l i g i b l e f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register, 
the C i t y w i l l r e c o r d the p r o p e r t y so t h a t there w i l l be a permanent 
record of i t s present appreance. The C i t y w i l l f i r s t contact the 
N a t i o n a l A r c h i t e c t u r a l and Engineering Record (NAER) (Department of 
the I n t e r i o r ) t o determine what documentation i s r e q u i r e d . A l l 
documentation must be accepted by NAER p r i o r t o the d e m o l i t i o n or 
a l t e r a t i o n . The C i t y w i l l a lso make a v a i l a b l e copies of t h i s docu--' 
mentation or a l t e r a t i o n . The C i t y w i l l also make a v a i l a b l e copies 
of t h i s documentation t o the Texas SHPO and the San Antonio 
Conservation Society, i f these agencies express a d e s i r e f o r such 
i n f o r m a t i o n . 

A design review process w i l l be e s t a b l i s h e d between the C i t y and 
the Texas SHPO p e r m i t t i n g the l a t t e r t o review and comment on 
proposed new c o n s t r u c t i o n or r e s t o r a t i o n work w i t h i n the p r o j e c t 
i n order to ensure design c o m p a t i b i l i t y between new c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and c u l t u r a l p r o p e r t i e s associated w i t h the Alamo Plaza H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t , The C i t y w i l l p r ovide the Texas SHPO an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
review and comment on design proposals a t a reasonable time p r i o r 
t o i n i t i a t i n g the a c t u a l work. 

F a i l u r e t o c a r r y out the terms of t h i s Agreement r e q u i r e s t h a t the 
C i t y again request the Council's comments i n accordance w i t h 36 
CFR Part 800, I f the C i t y cannot c a r r y out the terms of the 
Agreement, i t s h a l l not take or sanc t i o n any a c t i o n or make any 
i r r e v e r s i b l e commitment t h a t would r e s u l t i n an adverse e f f e c t w i t h 
respect t o N a t i o n a l Register l i s t e d or e l i g i b l e p r o p e r t i e s covered 
by the Agreement or would f o r e c l o s e the Council's c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of m o d i f i c a t i o n s or a l t e r n a t i v e s t o the Las Tiendas del Rio P r o j e c t 
t h a t could avoid or m i t i g a t e the adverse e f f e c t u n t i l the commenting 
process has been completed. 

I f any of the s i g n a t o r i e s t o t h i s Agreement determine t h a t the terms 
of the Agreement cannot be met or believes a change i s necessary, 
t h a t s i g n a t o r y s h a l l immediately request the c o n s u l t i n g p a r t i e s 
t o consider an ammendment or addendum t o the Agreement. Such an 
ammendment or addendum w i l l be executed i n the same manner as the 
o r i g i n a l Agreement. 

W i t h i n 90 days a f t e r c a r r y i n g out the terms of the Agreement, the 
C i t y w i l l provide a w r i t t e n r e p o r t t o a l l s i g n a t o r i e s t o the Agree­
ment on the a c t i o n s taken t o f u l f i l l the terms of th^T Agreement. 
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Texas ^ t a t e H i E t o r i c P r e s e r v a t l o i 
O f f i c e r ^ (Date) 



C C 
ILA-ME AICD 'ADDRESS ce ' LOT 

CASE 

1 Robert & John Y t u r r i 
Rt. 7, Box I B l  
San T^Jitonio, Texas 78221 

/ Three Americas Invest.^^^o. 

118 Broadway 
An^-onio. Tpxas 78205 

aeman — ZIP 

KGB 

422 

A-8 or- 1 
70 7 Brown B u i l d i n g 

^^^'^AusT^jr"r?wa5=^-8^ 

yy^ ^^hn Catto^ Jr. 
ZIP 

110 ^ ^ C r o c k e t t  
San Antem^o, Texas 78205 

/ \ ^ ZIP 
\/5 Flora Atherton 

315 Westover 

• 

San Antonxo, Texas 

6 G i l b e r t Denman 

535 T r a v i s Park, West 
c;,-.n A n ^ - o n i o ^ TPV;^ 7R7PQ 

7 Pasco Del Rio Prope 
316 N. Presa 
San Antonio, T e i t ^ 78205 

8 Wm. J. Lyons 
P.O. B9x^'63yy 
San A-htonio, Texas 7 8209 

9 A j r ^ ^ f ^ K. Bgygy 
ZIP 

A-30 E. CoiitJi[err& 
San Antonio, •'^^^ 

10.(-framo o£-^ 
ZIP 

. 137' o f L o > 4 

30.6 ' o f W. CO ' 

•of A-2 

i r r r—3-5-.-1' o f 

B -

914 

7 20 C-as-feanrx.. 

ZIP 

12 

San-Antow-^''•^j 78^0-&-
ZIP 

13. 
ZIP 

TAX REFCaul ACT 

FEB 1 6 197r 

14 
ZIP 



t; oc'Ticz 
: c;.'Ly 

ZONING GASE_ 

~ LOT 

'N. W. p a r t of A-? 

lyLME AND "ADDPX̂ SŜ  

< / l Morris Rosentnten 
1407 Grey Oak 

_ San Antonio, Texas 78213 ' ' '•— " 

1X2 Madelvn Greenbury G o l d f e i n e t . a l - E (or Larger 
" 5403 N. New Braunfels p a r t ot A-7) 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 . 

3 (Same as above) S (or A-8) 

NGB 

423 

Archdiocese o f San Antonio A-7 & A-8 

9123 Lorene 
Snn Antonio. Texas 78216 

r.. Bates 

151 

717 E. Houston 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

1 u Grain VJarren 

112 Avnue "E" 
q.->n Ant-nnin. Tp.xas 78205 

A R. C. Booton 

104 Roleto 
q n n 7\ n ̂  nr. i n Tr:. ^ 7 P ? n 

1st San Antonio P r o p e r t i e s 
c/n Gini-hpr Davis 
4600 Post Oak P I . , S u i t e 202 
Houston. Texas 77027 

9 R. L, White Co 
209 Soledad 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

10(Same as above) 

east i r r . 25.8' of 
l o t 1 excluding N.E. 424 
Tr. 1, 9.5' & NCB552 
Lot S i r r . 9.02 of W. 4.1'_of_A-

Cir. 3, Excluding SE 
irr. 5./l?'X32' .Lot JJ 
and n. Tr. 1 p t . of 1 

S. 50' of Lot 1 
Blk A . 

C i r . 2 & a l l e y 

N. 49.6' of 4 

S. 45.8' of 4 

11 (Same as above) 

E. C., In c . 
•"-^JooT-l occ; T.if^ jy^c R n i d l i n a 

1403 Slocum St. 
-Dallns. TPxas 75207 

Peter Canavati 
P.O. Box 59 
Laredo, Texas 7 8040 
Frank Sol 

517 E. Houston 

1.2.3. & 25' o f 4 

E. 26.3' of 5 

422 

W. 26' of 5 

« v.r 1.1 .-y s. -.f. •••if 

\ 



p OTTICZ 

G.C. 
t h i } ^ AND 'ADDRESS 

1 C i t y ProDorties L t d . 
100 E. Salinas 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
J u l i a Burns Sheldson E t . A l . 
c/o Joe S. Sheldon, Trustee 
115 West Kings Highway 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 
"K". T'. Kbouai, E t . A l . '- r ~ 

3 c/o Lester K l e i n 
iUU4 Milaia BuxiCing ~ 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Marcia fleinen H a r r i s 
A c/o Richard W.- HARRIS 

1577 Tower L i f e B u i l d i n g 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

/ //•! 
LOT '̂ •»/" // - / . / NGB 

Loysoya Corp. 
c/o Scharlack 
121 I V i n l e a f 
San Antonio, Texas 78213 

S W. A. Johnson 

1̂ 7 

] J 

118 S. Broadway 
Snn Anf-npin. • Tf^vqq 7R?n5 
L a u t e r s t e i n P r o p e r t i e s Co. 
Hprhpr-h T..-int-OT-=;-h(̂ i n 

126 S. Broadway 
.gnn Antnnin. Toya^ 78705 
F «f W Woolworth 

Ji.ra Stafford 518 E. Houston 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

ft Scharlack 
9 D. B. H a - r e l l 

801 N. St. Marys 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

] / 
Scharlack . 

lORuth Gun-zitz 
216 Primrose 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 
U n i v e r s i t y of Texas System 

11c/o Mr. Tom E. Smith 
BOX y^bB, 210 W. 6th iJ t r e e t 
A u s t i n , Texas 78701 

Vienna Maverick •• 

110 Au d i t o r i u m C i r c l e 

Balamo Corp 
13(.Srhnr1;,r-k^ 

N325 Alamo...P.laza . . ,. 
San Antonio, Texas 78208 

14(Same as above) 

A-1 & A-17 All. 

A-16 S h l o t i n t e r e s t " 
a l l e y 

E, p a r t of l o t 15, 
^ i n t e r e s t i n a l l e y " 

W p a r t of l o t 15 
h i n t e r e s t i n a l l e y 

E & p a r t of l o t 14 

A-2 

A-12 & A-13 

A-4 S p a r t of A-5 

A-11 & p a r t of A-4 

A-18 and p a r t of A-5 " 

11 (or A-9) 

12 (or A-6) 
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Alamo Plaza Realty Co. 

2 C/O Mrs. Wm. F. Joseph 

11120 N. Country Squire 
Houston, Texas 77021 
L. J. Scharlack 

2 A I P V g^r-h^T-l 

ZIP 

132 E. Houston 
an Antonio, Texas 78205 

C l a r i c e Meer ZIP 
M i l t o n A r b e t t e r 
Alamo Jewelry Co. 
209 Alamo Plaza S.A. Tx 78205 

Hollock 
ZIP 

/s 

L i H i e V. 
112 W, Branaon Drive 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

L. J. Scharlack Estate 
r / n r.f-n^.yn q r h . - i r l a r k 
121 Twinleaf Lane 
, fifln A.nt.onio. Tp.i^as 78213. 
K i r k p a t r i c k J o i n t Ventura 
John K i r k o a t r i c k 
611 ThreeA L i f e B u i l d i n g 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Estate .of Edward Dreiss • 
C/O A r t h u r Veltman, J r . 
316 N. Presa 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Estate of E t h e l K i n c a i d 
Joe M, Ki n c a i d 
1166 B i t t e r s Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78216 
Estate of C l a i r e M. P.earistone 

9 c/o C l a i r e Kaufman 
119 Larkwood 

/ San Antonio, Texas 78209 
Estate of Mrs. Eva Scholz 

.QC/O Pete Scholz 
8710 Data P o i n t , Apt. 7702 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 
Alamo and Corji^erce B u i l d i n g 

.lC/0 Paul E. Williams 
Mick Williams 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 
/ C h r i s t i a n Service Center 
12 Tom Burns 

Box 2375 
San Antonio, 

13 

Texas 78298 
ZIP 

LOT 

ZONING CASE 

NGB 
t. 

145 

3 f. /I 

8 R p a r t of 9 

5 (9) 

10 

11 & 12 

fe 
12% 

13 

14 
ZIP 



A'ldItion.Tl Alamo Plaza . Owners : 

1. Al l i e d Storfes NCB: 151 
Joskes Depart^nent Store 
William McCormidk, Presideijt 
Alamo Plaza 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

Mr. A r t Abbott NCB: 143 
'Monger Hotel 
Alamo Plaza 
.S.m-Antonio, TX 78205 

, M,..no NCB: 115 
••• . Ch . i r l e s A . H a l l 
I HT L i b r ^ i r y 
Aliimo p laza 
i;.in Antonio, TX 78205 

4. Crocltott Hotel NCB: 165 
William C. Raines 
Cl^airman of the Board 
San Antonio Oddfellows 
P. 0. Box 1359 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

l\irnverein NCB: 552 
John J. Saldana 
Postmaster 
Mil i n Post O f f i c e 
San Antonio, TX 

• 

• 



-~̂ =;:r̂  r- — 

• j^£ ONLY 

C .C . 

ZONING CASE 

/ x 

NAME AND 'ADDRESS 

Robert & John Y t u r r i 
Rt. 7, Box 181 
San Antonio, Texas 78221 
Three Americas I n v e s t 

2 T h r p p App^T-ii-ac; R n i l d i n g 

118 Broadway 
an A n t n n i n . T p x a s 7 8 2 0 5 

Milam Freeman ZIP 
C/O Spencer J. Scott 
707 Brown B u i l d i n g 
A u s t i n Texas 78701 

4 John Catto, Jr 
ZIP 

110 E. Crockett 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

ZIP 
1 y s F l o r a Atherton 

3lS Westover 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

g G i l b e r t Denman 
ZIP 

535 T r a v i s Park, West 
q^n R n ^ n n i n ^ Tpya-^ 7 8:^09 

ZIP 
7 Paseo Del Rio Property 

316 N, Presa 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

ZIP 
IB Wm, J. Lyons 

P.O. Box bJHH 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

Z I P " 

9 A-lfl-ed K. Buy HI 
j j O E ;—GoiiuiitilCTCi  
S a f t - j ^ i i i L o n i o , Tc^ide; 78205 

Z I P 
1 0 fgamo o f abova-) 

1 1 tAT.. .T T . y r i j - ^ 
Z I P 

720 C a a t c i n o ^ 
San Antonio, .TfTva^ 783Q9 

12 
ZIP 

13. 
ZIP 

ZIP 
14 

LOT 

' -' -6 

KGB 
I. 

422 

A-8 or 1 

W. 137' of Lot 1 

W. 116.2 of A-2 

W. 103' of A-3 

A-4 & A-5 

A-7 - A-10 

fl. 30.6' of W. CO' 

•erl A-2 

914 

£, irr. 35.1' &^ 

I TAX RETOTACT 
FEB 18 1977 • 

Z I P 



• .B:. OFFICE 
JSE ONLY 

ZJZ. G.C-

ZONING CASE ' 

NAME AM> 'ADDRESS^ 

Morris Rosentsten 

. . 1 , ' 

1407 Grey Oak  
San Antonio, Texas 78213 

2 Madelyn Gree n b u r y G o l d f e i n et. 
5403 N. New Braunfels 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

3 (Same as above) 

LOT 

"N.- W. p a r t of A-7, 

al-E (or Larger 
p a r t of A-7) 

S (or A-8) 

NCB 

An 

.,_x4 Archdiocese of San Antonio 

9123 Lorene 
San Antonio. Texas 73216 

1 ys 5 L. E. Bates 
717 E. Houston 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Grain Warren 
112 Avnue "E" 
F,r\u Antnnin. Tfixas 78205 

y 7 R. C. Booton 

104 Roleto 
San Ant-nni n.lPXRS 7R?n 
1st San Antonio P r o p e r t i e s 

8 n/n n i n t h p r Davis 
4600 Post Oak P I . , Suite 202 
Houston. Texas 77027 

9 R, White Co. 
209 Soledad 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

10(Same as above) 

A-7 & A-8 151 

east i r r . 25.8' of 
l o t 1 excluding N.E. 424 
Tr. 1, 9.5' & NCB552 
Lot S i r r . 9.02 of W. 4.1' of A-

Cir. 3, Excluding SE 
irr. 5.43'X32'.Lot U. 
and n . T r . 1 p t . o f 1 

S. 50' o f L o t 1 
Mik A 

C i r . 2 & a l l e y 

N. 49 .6 ' of 4 

S. 45 .8 ' o f 4 

J12JI. 

11(Same as above) 

E. C., In c . 
12p^^.r1 pc!=: T.i f P Tnc; . R n i d l i n a 

1403 Slocum St. 
n a l l a ^ , TPxas 75207 

Peter Canavati 
P.O. Box 59 
Laredo, Texas 78040 
Frank Sol 

517 E. Houston 

Can Antonio) toitao 78305 

1.2.3. & 25' of 4 

E. 26.3' of 5 

422 

W. 26' of 5 



' • ,11 OFFICE 
JSE ONLY 

1 Z.C. C . C . 

1 
IE AND 'ADDRESS 

C i t y P r o p e r t i e s L t d . 
100 E. Salinas 

/San Antonio, Texas 78205 
J u l i a Burns Sheldson E t . A l . 
c/o Joe S. Sheldon, Trustee 
115 West Kings Highway 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 
IT^ n Kboudi, E t . A l . 

3 c/o Lester K l e i n 
HJU4 Milam b u i l d i n g 

/San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Marcia Heinen H a r r i s 
4 c/o Richard W. HARRIS 

1577 Tower L i f e B u i l d i n g 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

_ Loysoya Corp, 
J y / S c/o Scharlack 

121 Twinleaf 
San Antonio, Texas 78213 

A. Johnson 

] J 

d 

118 S. Broadway  
.qan Ant.nnin. Tpxas 7820 5 

L a u t e r s t e i n P r o p e r t i e s Co, 
7 HPT-hpT-h T.aiH-PT-c:+-pi n 

126 S. Broadway 
San A n t n n i n . Tpya=; 78205 
F & W Woolworth 
Jim S t f l f f g r d 
518 E. Houston  
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Scharlack 

9 D. B. H a r r p ] ! 
801 N. St. Marys 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Scharlack 

lORuth Gui-witz 
216 Primrose 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 
U n i v e r s i t y of Texas System 

l l c / o Mr. Tom E. Smith 
Box 7y()S, 210 W, 6th i ^ t r e e t 
A u s t i n , Texas 78701 

Vienna Maverick 
a n r j n c : < - ^ M .̂ 17-p r" i p k U n i - h 

110 Auditorium C i r c l e 
•San An1-nnin, Texris 
Balamo Corp 

1 3 ( S c h a r l a c k l 
3̂25 Alamo^PIaza 
San Antonio, Texas 73208 

14 (Same as above) 

ZONING CASE_ 

f /7 KGB 

'A-1 & A-17 All. 

A-16 & h l o t i n t e r e s t " 
a l l e y 

E, p a r t of l o t 15, 
H, i n t e r e s t m a l l e y 

W p a r t of l o t 15 
H i n t e r e s t i n a l l e y 

E & p a r t of l o t 14 

A-2 

A-3 

A-12 & A-13 

A-4 & p a r t of A-5 

A-11 & p a r t of A-4 

A-18 and p a r t of A-5 " 

,qfnr A-in) 

11 (or A-9) 

12 (or A-6) 



^B. Or r .GE 
151, ONLY 

ZJC. C.C. 

ZONING CASE 

NAME AND ADDRESS 
Alamo Plaza Realty Co. 

1 C/O Mrs. Wm. F. Joseph 

LOT NGB 
! 

145 
11120 N, 
Houston, 

Country Squire 
Texas 770 21 

1 

L. J. Scharlack 
A l p y .qphaT-lapV 

ZIP 
3 fc 4 

132 
/San 
C l a r i c e 
M i l t o n 

E. Houston 
Antonio, Texas 78205 

Meer 
A r b e t t e r 

ZIP 

Alamo Jewelry Co. 
209 Alamo Plaza S.A. Tx 78205 

L i l l i e 
TTT 

V. Hollock 
Brandon 

ZIP 

"W. Brandon Drive 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

L. J. Scharlack Estate 
r / n Mpc;c;yp^ . q r h a r l a r k 

121 
San 

Twinleaf 
Antonio, 

Lane 
78213 

K i r k p a t r i c k J o i n t Ventura 
John K i r k p a t r i c k 
611 ThreeA L i f e B u i l d i n g 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Estate of Edward Dreiss• 

8 R p a r t of 9 

C/O 
TTT 
San 

Ar t h u r Veltman, J r 
N. Presa 
Antonio, 

5 (9) 

Estate 
Joe M. 

of E t h e l 
Kincaid 

Texas 78205 
Kin c a i d 10 

1166 B i t t e r s 
San Antonio, 
Estate ot C l a i r e 
c/o C l a i r e Kaufman 

Larkwood 

Road 
Texas 78216 

TT: pearIstone 
11 & 12 

TT9 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

Estate of Mrs. Eva Scholz 
•QC/O Pete Scholz 

8710 Data P o i n t , Apt. 7702 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 
Alamo 

12% 

and Coirjr,erce B u i l d i n g 
.IC/O Paul E. Williams 
T7T7" 

13 

San 
Mick Williams 

Antonio, Texas 78209 
I C h r i s t i a n Service Center 
12 Tom Burns 

Box 
San 

2375 
Antonio 

13 

Texas 78298 
ZIP 

ZIP 
14 

ZIP 



A d d i t i o n a l Alamo Plaza.Owners: 

1, A l l i e d Stores NCB: 151 
Joskes Departpient Store 
W i l l i a m McCormidk, Presideijt 
Alamo Plaza 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

2, Mr. A r t Abbott NCB: 143 
'Menger Hotel 
Alamo Plaza 
San'Antonio, TX 78205 

3, Alamo NCB: 115 
Mrs. Charles A. H a l l 
DRT L i b r a r y 
Alamo Plaza 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

4, Crockett Hotel NCB: 165 
W i l l i a m C, Raines 
Chairman o f the Board 
San Antonio Oddfellows 
P, 0, Box 1359 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

5, Turnverein NCB: 552 
John J. Saldana 
Postmaster 
Main Post O f f i c e 
San Antonio, TX 



217 AlUM flmt%, Smn AatMio, T « B M 7t20f 
N A M E A N D A D D R E S S O F P R O P E R T Y D A T E O F R E Q U E S T 

H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T A l j B O F l f t M S H P O O P I N I O N : 

S T A T U T E 
C O N T R I B U T I N G 

S T A T E C O U N T Y 

C O N T R I B U T I N G 

T . , Wxar 1 1 N O N - C O N T R I B U T I N G 

N A M E O F O W N E R Wrlffht 

A D D R E S S O F O W N E R J J J | f 

San Aatonlo. 71212 

D A T E C E R T I F I E D AS / ^ / ^ ^ ^ S 

f y l C O N T R I B U T I N G 

S t . 

I I N O N - C O N T R I B U T I N G 

12/30/77 

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

UJ 
u 
> 
UJ 
l / l 

< 
a. 
_i 
< 
z 
o 
h-
< 
z 

R E M A R K S : 

NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION 

o 
D 

WASO-155 
(9/77) 

N A M E A N D A D D R E S S O F P R O P E R T Y SM Alms P U M 
H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T 

A: 
S T A T U T E 

Ut«rie Dtetrtet 

S T A T E C O U N T Y 

BMMT 

N A M E O F O W N E R 

Art m t t » Onr i l 

ADDRESS OF OWNER 2 0 4 A I M W F I M C 

f M MltwU, n 70201 

D A T E C E R T I F I E D A S . 

^ i j ^ O N T R I B U T I N G I I N O N - C O N T RI B U T I N G 

k T E O F R E Q U E S T 

S H P O O P I N I O N : 

r ^ f e o N T R I B U T I N G 

I I N O N - C O N T R I B U T I N G 

I I NO COMMEN T 

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

UJ 
V 

> 
UJ 

(/> 

< 

- I •< 
z 
o 
I -
< 
z 
I 

5 
1/1 
3 

R E M A R K S : 

NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION WASO-155 
(9/77) 



?»»n Antonic r*»lBf> rinb Bl^f. 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF PROPERTY ^* CTOrWtt imn Aato^i*ATE OF REQUEST 11/30/70 
H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T 

AUMO n « M matMfic Olstrict 1077 
S T A T U T E 

S T A T E C O U N T Y 

Oaxar 

N A M E O F O W N E R 

Mr* Artkw P. ¥alt(naa, JT» 

A D D R E S S O F O W N E R 

l U llartli PvaM S t ,  
Sun t iUtmU, TX 70200 

DATE CERTIFIED AS j j 1Q Q ^ iJ 19 / 9 ~ 
C O N T R I B U T I N G | | N O N - C O N T RI B U T I N G 

S H P O O P I N I O N : 

\ W \ C O N T R I B U T I N G 

I I N O N - C O N T R I B U T I N G 

I I N O C O M M E N T 

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

UJ 

U 
> 
ui 

< 
Q. 

R E M A R K S : 

NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION 

o 
(-
< 
I 

Q 
1/1 
3 

WASO-155 
(9/77) 



R Data Slieet 
DATE; ' 7 C 

Reviewer INITJALS: 

DOE 
7- /5 -7 7 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IK FEDERAL REGISTER: 

OTHER KA>TS: 

Alamo Plaza Historic District 

LOCATION: 
sTfi£ET&NUMBER Toughly boundcd by Commerce, S. Broadway, Travis , and Bonham Sts, 

CITY.TOWN San Antonio 

STATE Texas 48 

CONGRtbiCONAL DISl BICT 

COUNTY 

Bexar 

code 

029 

OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y ; (circle) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL (AGENCY NATE) : 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

S0UTH\mST9 ROCKY MOUNTAIN V/EST PACIFIC KORTHVJEST 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

HPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIPO>;S 
S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 ._Substar.ti a l l y i n t a c t - 2 — S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 

_ unknown - 4 uiikno\vn.-5 unknora -6 
— not app l i cab le - 7 _ not app l i cab le - 8 Kct app l icab le -9 

^ I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not intacc-O 

C O N D I T I O N - - t X C E L l E N T 

_ G 0 0 0 

—FAIR 

ACCESS-

_OtTEniOFlATED 

_ R U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

_Unexcavat'»'1 

_UNA1.TEP.ED 

—AITEREO 

-Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

Y es - r e s t r i c t ed Yes-ur . res t r ic ted No access 

hisloric d i s t r i c t Y E S NO 

WITHIN NATIONAl REGISTER HISTORIC DISTPJCT7 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES NO Saved 

YES 

NO 

YES 

Unknown 

i:o 

tio 

FUNCTION (S): (use vocabulary words) 

then-

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

-JkHCHEOLUGT-PREHISTOniC 

— A R C K E O L O G Y H I S T O R I C 

—AGRICUITUTE 

ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

_COMMEBCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

first 53 
YES 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPIOBAI ION 

^ INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

.^LANDSCAPE ABCHITECTUBE _ RELIGION 

- L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i C S SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

— MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLinCS-GOVtRNMENT 

oldest'-' vEs NO 

entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

rec rea t ion 
SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN _se 11 Icnient 

— s o c l o / c u l t u r a l 
TRANSPORTATION Urban & coramun 
OTHER isptcifYi p lanning 

^*onlyL» YES NO 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E : 

archite cf/m .bu i Ide r: 

landscapc/fjarden designer; 
interior decorator: 

ETHNIC GROUP; 

NAMES; 
( l abe l r o l e 

& 
sppropriace date) 

personal 

events 

engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor 

institutional 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) 

DATE(S) OF "I-IAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : 
(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T | MUNICIPAL 

COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E : (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S ; architectural information here) 

SlGNIFICANCE;(maxinum two sentences) 


