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B DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT XDETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS X.ALTEREO —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Stage Coach Inn, located at Chappell H i l l , Texas i s a two story, frame Greek 
Revival structure with a f i n e l y detailed Greek Key frieze and sophisticated proportion­
ing of the cornice and fenestration. 

The Inn, b u i l t i n 1851 by Jacob Haller, i s unusually austere i n d e t a i l and i t s archi­
t e c t u r a l pretensions are expressed p r i m a r i l y i n proportioning and careful attention t o 
specific d e t a i l s . Each of the Inns four elevations have eight symmetrically arranged 
6/6 l i g h t single hung sash windows, with four windows at each l e v e l . The f i r s t f l o o r 
windows are s l i g h t l y t a l l e r than those of the second, and are 5'9" high, while the 
second f l o o r windows are 5*0" t a l l . The s l i g h t reduction i n height i s indicative of 
the subtlety of d e t a i l i n g found throughout the Inn. The only exception to the symmet­
r i c a l arrangement of windows i s on the f i r s t l e v e l of the south side, where the windows 
have been relocated and are no longer aligned with the second story windows. 

The eastem or main facade of the Inn o r i g i n a l l y had a one bay single story ent­
rance portico with a s l a t ballustrade on the f i r s t f l o o r , and around the second f l o o r 
deck. Supporting each side of the portico were paired square columns with mitred cyma 
rect:a moulded caps and simple block bases. Above the columns was a wooden architrave 
with an unusual double moulding and a simple box cornice, a scaled down reproduction of 
he Inns cornice, lacking only the f i r e z e . Simple p i l a s t e r s with cyma recta moulded 
caps and square bases, supported the junction of the porticos architrave and the Inns 
east wall. The portico was severly damaged by a 1970 hurricane, and was dismantled. A 
crude shelter supported on two posts was i n s t a l l e d to shield the entrance, but the dis­
assembled portico may be brought out of storage and restored by the Inns present owner. 

The c e n t r a l l y placed f i r s t f l o o r main entrance i s a single door f l a i k ed by m u l t i -
paned side l i g h t s and bridged by a mu l t i lighted transom. The wooden door jambs and 
l i n t e l s were deeply f l u t e d and intersected i n p l a i n , square blocks. A rectangular 
panel placed on the l i n t e l above the transom o r i g i n a l l y bore the various names of the 
Inn. This panel and o r i g i n a l l i n t e l have disappeared since the 1936 HABS drawings were 
made of the structure, and was replaced by simple board l i n t e l . A single door, flanked 
by mu l t i paned s i d e l i g h t s , but lacking a transom, opened on the ballustraded deck of 
the portico. The d e t a i l i n g of the second f l o o r entrance was similar to that of the 
f i r s t , but the door jambs were p l a i n ratlner than f l u t e d . 

Brick end chimneys on the north and south sides of the Inn served four fireplaces, 
two on each f l o o r . The i n t e r i o r chimneys themselves were sheathed with clapboard siding 
as far as the entablature,but t h e i r f i r e boxes protruded s l i g h t l y and were exposed, 
t h i r d end chimney, ce n t r a l l y placed on the west side of the Inn, was dismantled and re­
assembled on the west wall of the southwestern corner room. A l l of the mantle pieces 
are of wood. The f i r s t f l o o r mantles have eared cornices with Cyma Recta mouldings as 
t h e i r sole ornament. The second f l o o r mantles are extremely p l a i n , with mitred and be­
veled mouldings. The i n t e r i o r walls are hand s p l i t cedar l a t h and plaster, as are the 
ceilin g s . The f l o o r s are ramdom length center match cedar. Natural cedar i s also used 
for the exterior clapboard walls. 

The Inn has a box cornice with concealed gutters and an i n t r i c a t e l y crafted Greek 
Key f i r e z e . The fr i e z e which i s one of the Inns outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l features, 
was damaged by the 1960 Hurricane. Sections which were endangered by further exposure 
to the weather have been removed and stored, pending restoration of the Inn. 

Drain pipes were o r i g i n a l l y placed at each of the four corners of the Inn, but they 
have also been removed and stored. The four copper downspout heads, which are s t i l l i n 
place, are each stamped with a f i v e pointed star and the date of the Inns construction. 
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Horizontal bands of equil a t e r a l triangles complete one design. The Inn has a low pitched 
hipped roof of cedar shingles. 

In plan the Inn d i f f e r s from the t y p i c a l Texas Greek Revival i n t e r i o r design of a 
central penetrating h a l l symmetrically flanked by rooms on each side. The Inn has an 
unusual front entrance h a l l at the eastern (main) entrance, which contains a staircase 
with 1/4 turn and winders. The staircase has a tapered, hand carved newel post and a 
sla t balustrade. The entrance h a l l i s flanked by two rooms, each with a fireplace. 
Behind the entrance h a l l i s a large room, on the western side of the Inn, which served 
as a dining room when stage coaches stopped there. The dining room i s flanked on each 
side by two smaller rooms, each with a single door opening on the the dining room. The 
second fl o o r plan i s v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l t o that of the f i r s t , and has remained unattend­
ed. The f i r s t f l o o r , however, has been changed. The i n t e r i o r walls of the two rooms 
located to the southwest of the dining room, were removed i n the la t e 19th century, and 
replaced with a single p a r t i t i o n w a l l , creating one large room. The window i n the 
western wall was removed and a door was inserted. 

A one story frame structure was added at the west or rear side of the Inn. I t i s 
connected to the Inn by means of a narrow board and batten passageway, and once served 
as the Inn's Kitchen. The entrance to the connecting passageway was created by removing 
the centrally placed west wall fireplace of the Inn,and enlarging the framed chimney 
opening to accomodate the door to the passageway. The cedar clapboard kitchen has a 
square p r i n c i p a l room with a northern "lean t o " addition. The kitchens south facade 
has an exterior entrance and two single hung 6/6 l i g h t windows with stationary upper 
sashes. The kitchen, with i t s cedar shingled roof, i s badly deteriorated and i s less 
s t r u c t u r a l l y sound than the Inn i t s e l f . 

The Inns present owner, Mrs. Charles L. Bybee, who i s well known i n Texas for her 
patronage of architectural restoration projects, plans to preserve the Inn and re­
store i t to i t s former appearance as an early Texas hostelry. 

GPO 892 455 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 ^AGRICULTURE ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 JiARCHITECTURE EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

X l 800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT PHILOSOPHY X.TRANSPORTATION 

—1900- JfCOMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1851 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Stage Coach Inn at Chappell H i l l Texas, i s an unusually sophisticated and 
austere Greek Revival structure which was o r i g i n a l l y the home of Mary Chappell Haller, 
one of the few women i n Texas to found a town. The Inn also served as a boarding house 
for one of Texas' e a r l i e s t educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , and as a Stage Coach Inn during 
Washington County's heyday as the States leading center of cotton production and com­
munications. 

The Inn was o r i g i n a l l y intended as the private residence of Jacob Haller and his 
wife, Mary Chappell Haller. Mrs. Haller was the daughter of one of Washington County's 
f i r s t s e t t l e r s , Robert Wooding Chappell, who established a cotton plantation near the 
s i t e of Chappell H i l l i n 1841. Mary Chappell Haller purchased approximately 200 acres 
at the s i t e of present day Chappell H i l l i n 1847, and commissioned a town survey and the 
p l a t t i n g of town l o t s . In 1848, Chappell H i l l was established, named by Mrs. Haller i n 
honor of her father. Mrs. Haller was one of the few women i n Texas history d i r e c t l y 
responsible for the creation and naming of a town. 

Jacob Haller was made Chappell H i l l ' s f i r s t postmaster and ran a lucrative ferry 
business on the Brazos River, as well as a Chappell H i l l dry goods store. Haller super­
vised his wifes holdings of cotton and grain f i e l d s , and the Hallers prospered from the 
vigorus cotton trade which made Washington county Texas' leading center for cotton pro­
duction and export, p r i o r t o the C i v i l War. 

In 1850, the Hallers began building t h e i r large two story frame house which was one 
of the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y distinguished structures i n the county. The Haller's home, 
with i t ' s low pitched hipped roof, handsome Greek Key f r i e z e , and three bay single story 
entrance porch, was reminiscent of American Georgian or English Palladian architecture. 
Apart from i t s h i s t o r i c a l assocaitions, the Inn i s notable primarily for the sophistica­
t i o n of i t s d e t a i l i n g . 

In 1851, before completion of the home, Jacob Haller died. The structure was 
acquired by Hallers son-in-law, and business partner W. D. Hargrove, who i n v i t i e d Mrs. 
Haller to remain l i v i n g there. The Hargroves were supporters of the Methodist Church, 
and when the Methodist sponsored Chappell H i l l Seminary was formed i n 1852, the Hargroves 
opened t h e i r home as a boarding house for students. I t was at t h i s time that the house 
became known as an Inn, and was operated under the name "Hargrove House". In 1855 
William Hargrove died, and Mrs. Hargrove continued to operate the boarding house u n t i l 
1859, when she sold i t to Benjamin R. Thomas, a loc a l attorney and merchant. Thomas 
re-opened the Inn as the "Thomas House" and catered p r i m a r i l y to travelers. He became 
the postmaster of Chappell H i l l i n 1856 and was responsible f o r making the Inn a stage 
coach stop on the Austin t o Houston road. At the outbreak of the C i v i l War, Washington 
County was the most populous area i n the State, and was the largest cotton producer i n 
Texas. As a r e s u l t , most of the State's communications network centered i n Chappell H i l l 
and nearly Washington-on-the-Brazos. Telegraph reports of the C i v i l War's progress 
were relayed from Chappell H i l l to the Capitol at Austin, which had no telegraph service. 
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The Stage Coach Inn became a center f o r mail delivery, message exchange, and a stop for 
post riders and stage coaches. 

After the collapse of the Confederacy i n 1865, Washington County experienced an 
economic depression and i n 1869, Benjamin Thomas f i l e d for bankruptcy. The Inn and i t s 
contents were sold at an auction to J.T. Sweringen, who purchased i t for $30.00. Elgin 
Goode, Thomas' son-in-law, eventually recovered the Inn through protracted legal action 
i n the 1870s. Goode l a t e r sold the Inn, i n 1890 to Mrs. F. A. Lyde a Chappell H i l l 
widow who used the Inn as a prive residence. 

In 1962, Mrs. Charles L. Bybee of Houston, Texas purchased the Inn from Mrs. Lydes' 
heirs. Mrs. Bybee, who i s well known i n Texas as a benefactress of several architect­
ural restoration projects, intends to restore the structure to i t s appearance as an 
early Texas Inn. 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
p. O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

TRUETT LATIMER 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

September 27, 1976 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

The following information was inadvertantly omitted from the 
nomination form on the Stagecoach Inn, Chappell Hil l , Washington 
County, Texas: 

HABS, 1934, Tex-24 

Joe R. Williams 
Director, National 
Register Programs 
for Texas 

JRW/pbs 

cc: Mrs. 
Apt. 
3711 

Charles Bybee 
PH-A 
San Felipe Rd 

Houston, Tx 77027 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
p. O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR I ^ U ' 

January 18, 1977 -^^^ 

Mr. B i l l Murtagh 
Keeper o f the Register 
O f f i c e of Archeology and 

H i s t o r i c preservation 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Please note the change i n ownership of the Stagecoach I n n , 
Chappell H i l l , Washington County, from Mrs. Charles Bybee t o 
Harvin C. Moore and E l i z a b e t h P. Moore, 1400 Montrose, Houston, 
Texas 77006. 

Sincerely, 

Joe R. Wi l l i a m s , D i r e c t o r 
N a t i o n a l Register Programs f o r Texas 

JRW:cd 

cc: Harvis C. and E l i z a b e t h P. Moore 
1400 Montrose 
Houston, Texas 77006 



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P. O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

TRUETT LATIMER 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

January 25, 1977 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
Office of Archeology and 
Historic Preservation 
Dept. of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

In our letter to you dated January 18, 1977, we requested a change 
of ownership of the Stagecoach Inn, Chappell H i l l , Washington County, 
from Mrs. Charles Bybee to Harvin C. Moore and Elizabeth P. Moore, 
1400 Montrose, Houston, Tx 77006. We wish to correct the address of 
Mr. and Mrs. Moore to 1700 Montrose, Houston, Tx 77006. 

Thank you for correcting our error. 

Sincerely, / 

Joe R. Williams 
Director, National 
Register Programs 
for Texas 

JRW/pbs 

cc: Mr. and Mrs. Harvin C. Moore 
1700 Montrose 
Houston, Texas 77006 



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Stage Coach Inn Washington, Texas 76002082 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X_ Photograph #1 

USGS Map 
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STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered CEC 1 3 1S75 

Name Location 

Menard, Michel B., House 

Galveston Causeway 

St, Joseph's Church 

Stage Coach Inn 

Giddings-Wilkin House 

Regency Suspension Bridge 

Bell County Courthouse 

Galveston 
Galveston Coimty 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Chappell H i l l 
Washington Coxmty 

Brenham 
Washington County 

Regency v i c i n i t y 
Mills County 

Belton 
Bell County 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Jack Brooks 
Hon. J. J. (Jake) PiclJ.e 
Hon. W. R. Poago 
Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: G^̂ eE.x^ <5̂ v̂.vA 

architec^m .bu i Ide r: 
engineer; 

landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan: 
interior decorator; h,,., , / 

builder/contractor; -O 
E T H N I C G R O U P : 
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& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : | 

DATE(S) OF "t-IAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E ; 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) J 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural information here) 

(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE fS 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY 

A C R E A G E ' , , ^ 

LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL 

. S I G N I F I C A N C E : (maximum two sentences) 


