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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Giddings-Stone Mansion located in Brenham, Texas is a brick two-story
transitional Greek Revival house with a two-story semi-detached service
wing. Although it was basically a central hall Greek Revival plan, the
house was considerably modified by the later addition of bay windows

and galleries.

In 1860 Jabez Giddings, a local financier, politician, and railroad
builder, laid the granite corner stone, inscribed with his name and

the date, and began construction of the original block. The two-story
brick structure followed the standard Greek Revival plan, with a central
hall flanked by two rooms on each side. The massive brick walls of

the house rest on an unusual dry wall foundation of brick, stacked
several courses deep, and secured with a thick exterior coat of plaster.
The walls of the first floor are four courses thick, and the second
floor are three courses thick, creating a sill one brick wide on the
interior, which carried the joists of the second floor.

The north or main facade of the mansion is a five bay scheme on both
floors. The first floor consists of a central double door with single
light fixed side lights and a tripartite transom, divided into three
single lights by rusticated stone jambs. The transoms and single
light doors were filled with beveled and leaded stained glass, which
have disappeared. The double doors were flanked by massive brick jambs.
The two windows on either side of the main entrance are triple hung
six over six over six light sashes, all with rusticated stone lintels
and sills. The second floor had a tripartite center window with a
rusticated stone lintel and sill. The center bay of the window is a
triple hung six over six over six light sash flanked by narrow triple
hung two over two over two light side lights. The two flanking
windows on each side of the center window have six over six light double
hung sashes with the rusticated stone lintels and sills found on all
of the mansion's apertures.

The interior walls are lath and plaster. The floors are pine random
length center match. The interior doorways have fluted jambs and
lintels of wood which intersect in patera blocks. The central hall has
a fine walnut staircase which was prefabricated in St. Louis and shipped
(Continued)
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to Brenham during the construction of the mansion.. It has elaborately
turned balusters and octagonal newel posts with beaded piping and

finials ornamented with acanthus leaves. The octagonal bases of the
newel posts are ornamented with rope braid trim, oval panels and

diamond figures, on each of theeight faces of the post. -The stair treads
have simple mitred mouldings and the risers are expressed by jigsawn
brackets.

The original block has eight fireplaces served by four end chimneys.

The elaborate wooden mantels are of carved walnut, and consist of a
thin, simple mantle supported by engaged colonnades. Although the
motifs of the fireplaces are classical, they are combined in an eclectic
manner. The composite colonnades have Ionic capitals and their bases

are "wrapped" in carved acanthus leaves. They are fluted only one-third
of their height. The overmantle consists of a rectangular mirror

framed by simple pilasters with recessed rectangular panels, capped

by patera blocks and a thin cyma-recta moulding which terminates the
mirror frame.

In 1894 Giddings' son-in-law, Heber Stone, undertook an extensive re-
modeling of the house. When work was commenced, the second exposed face
of the corner stone was inscribed with Stone's name, that of his wife
and his mother-in-law, Lou Ann Giddings. 1In addition to the installation
of a furnace, plumbing, and electrical wiring, Stone added a service

ell and galleries which were executed under the supervision of architect
A. 0. wWatson. The two-story bays, also of brick, were added on the
east, west, and south sides of the house. The north side was sheltered
by new double galleries supported by distinctive brickcore, cement
coated columns. Although the columns were the full height of the two-
story mansion their exterior cement coating was moulded to resemble

two independant Tuscan columns, one above the other, giving the
impression that each floor has a separate colonnade. The bases of the
columns, on both levels, are of moulded brick, coated with cement.

The capitals, however, are no more than wooden collars around the
columns. The abacuses, echinus, and trachelions are handsomely carved
and properly proportioned for the Tuscan order. Double galleries

were also added to the east and south sides of the house. 1Identical

galleries were built on the east side of the service ell and served to
connect it to the main block. The galleries are supported by

(Continued)
GPO 892 455
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attenuated wooden Tuscan columns on pedestals. All of the galleries have
balustrades of machine turned wooden balusters, except for the main
facade, which has a delicate cast iron railing. The eastern galleries

of the service ell have an exterior staircase, and the galleries at

the rear of the house were enclosed with latticework. The lattice

work has almost entirely disappeared and has suffered from several storms.

The south or rear facade has an ugusual pressed tin and wood frame bay
window. It is stamped in imitation of the brick walls of the house and
is carefully painted to match the color of the masonry. There is no
bay window beneath it, and an actural brick bay window could not have
been supported by the light wooden gallery into which it projects.

Both the service ell and the main block have low pitched hipped roofs
of standing seam tin.

The main block has a well proportioned box cornice with concealed rain
gutters which feed into wall mounted drain pipes. The service ell also
has a box cornice, but it is of more modest proportions, in keeping
with the smaller scale of that structure.

The mansion was last occupied in 1970 by Louise Tarver Stone, grand-
daughter of the home's builder. The house suffered extensive damage
from a 1960 hurricane which toppled one of the brick core columns.

The Heritage Society of Washington County acquired the mansion in 1975
and is currently restoring it for use as a local community and fine
arts center.

GPO 892 455




B} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE &REUGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —.CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE X ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 &ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/ZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
X 1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY A(TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY &POLIT'CS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFICDATES ) 000 1g04 BUILDER/ARCHITECT g?bgf- %S‘L“;‘;ﬁg Giddings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Giddings-Stone Mansion located in Brenham, Texas is a unique
architectural example of the stylistic transition between Greek Revival
and Victorian motifs. Built in 1870, it was the home of Jabez Demming
Giddings, a pioneer railroad builder. and financier.

Giddings was born in 1814, the son of a wealthy Pennsylvania merchantile
family. He immigrated to the Republic of Texas in 1838 and was hiredto
teach school at Independence, Texas the following year. 1In 1842 he was
appointed District Clerk for the Washington County Court at Mount

Vernon, Texas where he maintained a residence until the court was moved
to Brenham in 1844. Giddings had scarcely begun work for the court when
he was recruited for the Sommerville Expedition in 1842. The expedition
was a large raiding party which attacked towns along Mexico's northern
border. Giddings also participated in the disasterous Mier expedition of
1843 which was a secondary invasion of Mexico by several of the veterans
of the Sommerville expedition. Giddings was fortunate enough. to

escape capture although most of his compatriots were imprisoned in Mexico
and eighteen were eventually executed.

Giddings made his way back to Brenham by 1844 where he met and married
Anne Tarver, the sister of Texas' Attorney General. Giddings and his
wife settled into the life of the town and were instrumental in the
founding of Brenham's first Methodist congregation. Giddings retained
a lifelong interest in the welfare of the Methodist church in Texas.

In 1846 Giddings was admitted to the Bar and began the practice of law.
He established his own firm and was joined in 1854 by his brother, DeWitt
Clinton Giddings, who became a partner in the firm and several of Jabez
Giddings' other business ventures. He became interested in the con-
struction of a railroad from the shipping center of Hempstead to the
Capitol at Austin. 1In 1855 he became one of the principal investors in
the washington County Railroad, one of the very few railroads in ante-
bellum Texas. The line's first locomotive Pore Giddings' name and
traveled over only eleven and one-half miles of track. In 1866

Giddings and his brother DewWitt: Clinton Giddings organized Brenham's

(cont:inued)
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first bank, the Giddings and Giddings Bank. That same year witnessed
the entry of both brothers into Reconstruction politics, Jabez winning
a seat in the first post-bellum legislature and chairmanship of the
House Judiciary Committee, and DeWitt joining the Constitutional
Convention as a delegate from Washington County.

Ja PE™
In 1869 Jobey Giddings left politics and returned to Brenham where he
acquired 320 acres upon which he built an unusual transitional Greek
Revival mansion which took a year to complete. Its large rooms were
the setting for frequent meetings of Methodist clergy and a local
Sunday school. Giddings became a benefactor for several Methodist
institutions and made large donations to the Methodist sponsored
Georgetown College and Soule University.

In 1878 Giddings was killed when a frightened hoy&se overturned his
buggy in the mansion's driveway. His daughter, Mary Louise Giddings,
inherited the house and together with her husband, Heber Stone, lived
there until her death in 1928.

Heber Stone, like Jbbe; Giddings, was a successful financier. He owned
several cotton plantations along the Brazos River, oil wells in
Corsicanna, the First National Bank of Brenham, a gold mine in Nerrone
State, Mexico, and a furniture factory in Brenham. Stone remodeled

the mansion in 1894 making several improvements which provided the house
with equipment which was very sophisticated for it's location and date.

A complete sewage system was installed, as well as indoor plumbing and
running water. The house was wired for electricity, and a central heating
system supplied by a furnace was installed. A two-story ell which housed
the kitchen and serving rooms was added, under the supervision of
architect A. 0. watson.

The house remained in the possession of the Stone family and was
occupied by Louise Tarver Stone, Heber Stone's daughter until 1970.
In 1975 it was acquired by the Heritage Society of Washington County
which intends to restore the mansion and open_it to the public as a
social and cultural center for the county.

GPO 892 455
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The commissioners examined designs sumbitted by eight architects
and on May 10, 1895, ordered that the plan of San Antonio architect
J. Riely Gordon be accepted. He was directed to develop specifications
and details and to superintend the new work for a fee of 5% of the
contract cost. On the 18th of May, J.A. White was awarded the
contract for construction on a bid of $95,000, with construction to
begin before June 1, 1895. On January 1,1897, the building was
received by the court. Although the building interior was remodeled
in 1960, it retains most of its original character on the exterior.
It continues today to serve its original function.

GPO 892 455
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GIDDINGS-STONE MANSION

204 Egot Stone Sté-b-

Modified Greek Revival house built in 1870; altered,

1894; plans for use as cultural and social center.

Noteworthy example of the Greek Revival style in

transition toward Victorian motifs; built by Jabez D.
Giddings, pioneer railroad builder and financier, and
enlarged by his son-in-law, Haber Stone, also a
successful financier.
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed —Unknown
~Unexcavated —Excavated
RSt SE Yes-restricted ( Yes-unrestricted ) No access Unknown
. historic district ? YES NO
- 2 ,/—)
: WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES (NO
IF YES, NAME: =
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES (@
IF YES, NAME: ~—

ADAPTIVE USE; (& %o Saved?  vEs ¥
FUNCTION (S ): (use vdcabulary words)
: then- | \/Gtuw _ )

e fﬁ] Culturnad X Avciad ceda

7

now- —Wﬂ p(/ﬂ i(./f

SIGNIFICANCE:
—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION —entertainment
/ —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORI . —CONSERVATION —tw/Gov't/politics _science —health
/’ ~~._ —AGRICULTURE ‘{ Xeconomics __LITERATURE F __recreation
§ 4, DXARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION __MILITARY /_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN —settlement
i __ART __ENGINEERING _Music » i _socio/cultural
—.COMMERCE __EXPLORATION —_PHILOSOPHY ~ = |- LTRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT " _ OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
—INVENTION =
Claims .

X
“first? YES ,@ oldest?’ ves @9) “Only’_’ YES Q‘Iy



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: W/Z@f zl ~mo e/

(architec/m.builders W :
: ST A engincer:
landsca . ’ 0. g :
W igmd“‘" deSigner: CqlhveaionS) artist/rtisan:
rior 3 1 .
ecorator: builder/contractor:

ETHNIC GROUP:

NAMES: Biddiaga o (L) - proesn_ Neilnon
(label role pﬂﬁ)n\al m.q' M : “h&l-\lm -&:ﬂ- ‘\"“'« ‘.‘" "76
4 d

&
appropriate date)
events HAUI Hoe_~— deon ~u. -Lar 6‘% ' Y algo o
> . *

w M’ »Q-U\‘-L
thetibitional The s ‘e 1994

.
DATES!  pate oF consTrucTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : | 87 D /
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR® ALTERATIONS: }' p? ‘-/V
¢ '

HRISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) :

L]
SOURCE: NOMINATION) PRIVATE Socas oo IREATR

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

ACREAGE:(to nearest tenth of an acre) / O

s n cas.

-

f‘n}WTWF‘NTQ' (include arshitannruval 2. .

/ -

Brick, 2 stories, rectangularw standing seam tim hipped roof, interior

chimneys with corbeled caps, front center entrance with transom and sidelights, 2-

story full-width portico with cast-iron railing and side porch, 2-story-polygonel-side—

“beye; stone sills and lintels; 2-story rear breezeway eemneetor to service wing; interior

. - e, e P e rme. .,

ed. late Greek Revival,
statz "/r‘g,,s/z\ tor,

walnut staircase, prefabricated in St., Louis; alterations; restor
Built for Jabez D. Giddings, pioneer railroad mems financier and memben—eof-ihe—prom

v




Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY
JUL 3 1978 .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |**“*° st 4 f,!,'?J
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM  [aeenena /"« Al

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

BINAME

HISTORIC

G

NAD-.
Giddings-Stone House
AND/OR COMMON e

BEALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

et
204 East Stone Stre e ke

CITY. TOWN COEEBE_SSIONAL DISTRICT
Brenham — VICINITY OF
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE .
N Texas 048 Washington &T1: 9
EJICLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE . XMUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH X WORK IN PROGRESS XEDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE XENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO —_MILITARY __OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Heritage Society of Washington County

STREET & NUMBER
P.0. Box 1123

CITY. TOWN j . STAT;r
Brenham ___ VICINITY OF exas 77833
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.  waghington County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Foon Brenham Texas 77833
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE
May 8, 1870 XFEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORD
REOROS g Library of Congress

MY, TOWN Washington, D.C. STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR _—UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE



K} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE

—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY

—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusiIC

—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY

—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—INVENTION

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE




EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY $:356
QUADRANGLE NAME Brenham QUADRANGLE SCALE l; Zé .QQQ
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See continuation sheet .

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE Joe R. Williams, Project Director
Michael Guarino, Research Assistant Marie Landon, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Texas Historical Commission June 30, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
P.0. Box 12276 512-475-3094
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Austin Texas 76711

EFJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE " LOCAL X

6 (Public Law 89-665), |
dertify that it has bee adcording to the

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register an
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

4
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National HiWc Preservation Act of 1

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

THLE State Historic Preservation Officer

GPO 921-803




Form No. 10-300a
(Kev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1

The additional acreage is requested in order to protect the Giddings-Stone

House from the encroachment of a housing subdivision named Heritage Hill and

to ensure its continuous enhancement by the sloping green space to the north of
the house. The southern portion will be a partially landscaped parking lot.
Although the proposed additions were part of the 320 acres of the original estate,
all but the house and the 1.35 acres surrounding it were sold. Since the
property had not been subdivided at the time of the original nomination, the
possibility of such encroachment was not a factor in the decision to delineate
the "one" acre boundary.




Form No. 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE - 1

Verbal Boundary Description:

Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 of Section 1, Heritage Hill Addition,
M. N. Combs Survey A-184, Brenham, Texas.

Also, starting at the northeast corner of block 17 of Section 3 of Heritage
Hill Addition south 325 ft., thence southeast 120.92 ft., thence east northeast
200 ft., thence north 65 ft., thence east 140 ft., thence north 179.41 ft.,
thence northwest in a curved line 116.52 ft., thence west northwest 105.84 ft.,
thence west 250 ft.
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Giddings-Stone House
Brenham, Washington County, mTx

David Moore

Texas Historical Commission
July, 1978

Bhoto #1 Sk 31]978

View south towards House
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Giddings-Stone House
Brenham, Washington County, TXx

David Moore
Texas Historical Commission

July, 1978
JUL 311978
Photo #2

View southeast towards House
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Giddings-Stone House
Brenham, Washington County, 7x

David Moore
Texas Historical Commission

July, 1978
JUL 3
Photo #3 UL 11978

View northwest towards house
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Dear Dr. Murtagh:

We would like to increase the acreage of the Giddings-Stone House
nomination from "one" acre to 7.354 acres. We are following this
procedure because the State Review Board must judge only the eligi-
bility for the Register of the property and not the specific boundaries.
The increase will include a change of the original one acre on which
the house stands to 1.35 acres and the addition of two more tracts—-
2.125 acres to the north of the Giddings-Stone House and 3.879 acres

to the south and east of the house. Enclosed is an exact description
of the new boundary in Item #10 of the new nomination form. In addi-
tion, we have included a sketch map of the area indicating the property
to be enlarged.

The two new tracts are adjacent to the Giddings-Stone House and part

of the original estate, which contained 320 acres. By 1975 when the
Heritage Society acquired the Giddings-Stone House from the Stone

family heirs, the surrounding land, except for the 1.35 acres encircling
the house, had been sold.

Originally the Giddings-Stone House was nominated only for its archi-
tectural significance, and only the land immediately surrounding the
house was included. However, a housing development has begun on the
surrounding lots, and this encroachment diminishes the view and sense
of siting that has played an important part in the house's significance.

The Giddings-Stone House is prominently sited on a hill and is visually
enhanced by the sloping green space to the north (the 2.125 acre tract).
In order to protect the view of this landmark, the Heritage Society has
an agreement with the developer to purchase this additional land. Their
intention is to maintain the property as an open space.

The 3.879 acres to the south and east of the house is an open field
and has already been purchased by the Heritage Society. This area will
be used for a parking lot.

The present owner of the northern property in question has been invited
to inform the Register that he would like the 30-day waiting period
waived. He has indicated that he will cooperate in order to have the
additional acreage listed on the Register.

The State jym /07 Historic Preservation




Dr. William Murtagh
June 30, 1978
Page Two

We would appreciate your consideration of this crucial matter at

Lissa Anderson
Coordinator
National Register Nominations

LA/cm

Enclosure

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

1100 L Street, Room 5415

Washington, D. C. 20240
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June 30, 1978

Dr. William Murtaugh égMML
Keeper of the National Register ) TER
Officer of Archaeology § Historic Preservation ¢/ <o/
Heritage Conservation Recreation Service \Y;;§ZIIEQ;L}///
Department of the Interior sii
Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: Giddings-Stone Mansion National Register Nomination -¢L4A¢
Dear Sir:

As President of the Developement Company of Brenham, owner of the
proposed expanded area for the Giddings-Stone Mansion National
Register Nomination, I understand the implication of the Tax

Reform Act of 1976 and therefor waive the 30 day waiting period.

On behalf of the shareholders, I request that the revised nomination
be reviewed immediately.

Sincerely yours,
-——jsi\9~é>\ E;%;ﬁLJ\EJQ/N\///

Thad Spencer, President
Development Company of Brenham
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Pty
July 17, 1973

Office of Atcheology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
18th and C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Attention: Kate Cole

Re: Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 § 16, Section 1, Heritage Hills,
a subdivision in the City of Brenham, County of Washington,
Texas, as shown in Plat Cabinet 123A § 123B, Washington
County Courthouse.

Dear Ms. Cole:

The Development Company of Brenham, the owner of the above described
property is aware that the property is being nominated to the National
Register. The company is willing to waive its rights to a thirty

day waiting period and would like to have the application for nomina-
tion processed immediately.

P i~ I W

\ =\
The Development Company of Brenham
Thad Spencer, President

cc: Joe Oppermann
Texas Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276
Austin, Texas 78711

Dr. Hal Andersen
Brenham Clinic
Brenham, Texas 77833
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFIcE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: G\QQ\\\Q& m MANSIOM
%Am W a9

: R C G
ADDRESS : % STA.?? PHONE : S s Al
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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ADDRESS : PHONE :
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REPORT:
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P. 0. BOX 12276 2
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711

TEXAS HISTORICAL OOMMISSION n 4l

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

July 25, 1978

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed are photographs to_supplement our request of June 30 for
increasing the area of the&giddings-Stone House in Washington County
to 7.354 acres. o s

Photograph 1 shows the grassy slope north of the house. Maintenance

of this vista is essential to preserving the house's character. Also
visible is the modern construction already intruding from the west.

The second photo shows the T1ine of trees that will help to shield the
proposed parking lot. The parking area will be landscaped so that it
will not be an intrusion. This staff will approve all plans for devel-
opment of the property, as part of the covenant affixed to the grant,
and will monitor their execution. Photo 3 shows that much of the area
proposed for parking is already open space. As many trees as possible
will be saved. If parking space were not provided behind the house, cars
would park in front of it on the streets, disrupting the important view
from the bottom of the hill. The numbers on the map correspond to the
positions from which the photos were taken.

A new map of the property is also enclosed. It was incorrectly located
in the original nomination.

Your rapid and favorable review of thjs~reque§} wog}i)be appreciated.
Sjncere]y/ / / /

ssa Anderson
Coordinator
National Register Nominations

LA/cm
Enclosures

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240
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August 8, 1978

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

A piece of property of approximately six plus acres adjacent to the
Giddings-Stone House in Brenham, Washington County, (National

Register 6/24/76) has recently become available to the present owner
for acquisition; and, to that end, we are waiting to initiate a
grant-in-aid to the owner for its purchase. This adjacent property,
though a part of the original grounds of the Giddings' holdings, was
not included in the original National Register nomination in that a
developer was donating the house and one acre to the local preservation
society and planned to develop the remaining acreage as a subdivision.
At the time there appeared no other way to preserve the structure. We
had recommended more acreage go with the house. The request to increase
the acreage on the nomination was mailed to your office on June 30, and
we would appreciate a reply in order that we can make a determination
about this grant-in-aid.

If any change is necessary in our practice of presenting the historic
property to the Review Board, not necessarily the exact acreage for
their review and approval, please advise.

Please let me know if I can answer any questions about this matter.

Sincerely,

TL/cm

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240
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NAME as it appears on federal register:

Giddings-Stone Mansion

®OTHER NAMES:

county code!
477

® LOCATION street & number
204 E. Stone St.

city / town

Brenham

vicinity of

state
Ix

B@) ownER CIPRIVATE ISTATE CIMUNICIPAL [CICOUNTY CIMULTIPLE (O FEDERAL(agency name)

® exisTinG survevs Omes Omer_Own [ runoeo? DyesOwo [@concress DISTRICT
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