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DESCRIPTION 
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.FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Giddings-Stone Mansion located i n Brenham, Texas i s a b r i c k two-story 
t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek Revival house w i t h a two-story semi-detached service 
wing. Although i t was b a s i c a l l y a c e n t r a l h a l l Greek Revival plan, the 
house was considerably modified by the l a t e r a d d i t i o n of bay windows 
and g a l l e r i e s . 

I n 1860 Jabez Giddings, a l o c a l f i n a n c i e r , p o l i t i c i a n , and r a i l r o a d 
b u i l d e r , l a i d the g r a n i t e comer stone, i n s c r i b e d w i t h h i s name and 
the date, and began c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the o r i g i n a l block. The two-story 
b r i c k s t r u c t u r e followed the standard Greek Revival plan, w i t h a c e n t r a l 
h a l l flanked by two rooms on each side. The massive b r i c k w a l l s of 
the house r e s t on an unusual dry w a l l foundation of b r i c k , stacked 
several courses deep, and secured w i t h a t h i c k e x t e r i o r coat o f p l a s t e r . 
The w a l l s of the f i r s t f l o o r are f o u r courses t h i c k , and the second 
f l o o r are three courses t h i c k , c r e a t i n g a s i l l one b r i c k wide on the 
i n t e r i o r , which c a r r i e d the j o i s t s o f the second f l o o r . 

The n o r t h or main facade of the mansion i s a f i v e bay scheme on both 
f l o o r s . The f i r s t f l o o r c o n s i s t s of a c e n t r a l double door w i t h s i n g l e 
l i g h t f i x e d side l i g h t s and a t r i p a r t i t e transom, d i v i d e d i n t o three 
s i n g l e l i g h t s by r u s t i c a t e d stone jambs. The transoms and s i n g l e 
l i g h t doors were f i l l e d w i t h beveled and leaded stained glass, which 
have^ disappeared. The double doors were flanked by massive b r i c k jambs. 
The two windows on e i t h e r side o f the main entrance are t r i p l e hung 
s i x over s i x over s i x l i g h t sashes, a l l w i t h r u s t i c a t e d stone l i n t e l s 
and s i l l s . The second f l o o r had a t r i p a r t i t e center window w i t h a 
r u s t i c a t e d stone l i n t e l and s i l l . The center bay of the window i s a 
t r i p l e hung s i x over s i x over s i x l i g h t sash flanked by narrow t r i p l e 
hung two over two over two l i g h t side l i g h t s . The two f l a n k i n g 
windows on each side o f the center window have s i x over s i x l i g h t double 
hung sashes w i t h the r u s t i c a t e d stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s found on a l l 
of the mansion's apertures. 

The i n t e r i o r w a l l s are l a t h and p l a s t e r . The f l o o r s are pine random 
length center match. The i n t e r i o r doorways have f l u t e d jambs and 
l i n t e l s of wood which i n t e r s e c t i n patera blocks. The c e n t r a l h a l l has 
a f i n e walnut s t a i r c a s e which was p r e f a b r i c a t e d i n St. Louis and shipped 
(Continued) 
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t o Brenham during the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the mansion. I t has e l a b o r a t e l y 
turned b a l u s t e r s and octagonal newel posts w i t h beaded p i p i n g and 
f i n i a l s ornamented w i t h acanthus leaves. The octagonal bases of the 
newel posts are ornamented w i t h rope b r a i d t r i m , o v a l panels and 
diamond f i g u r e s , on each o f the eight faces of the post. The s t a i r treads 
have simple m i t r e d mouldings and the r i s e r s are expressed by jigsawn 
brackets. 

The o r i g i n a l block has e i g h t f i r e p l a c e s served by four end chimneys. 
The elaborate wooden mantels are of carved walnut, and c o n s i s t of a 
t h i n , simple mantle supported by engaged colonnades. Although the 
mo t i f s of the f i r e p l a c e s are c l a s s i c a l , they are combined i n an e c l e c t i c 
manner. The composite colonnades have I o n i c c a p i t a l s and t h e i r bases 
are "wrapped" i n carved acanthus leaves. They are f l u t e d only o n e - t h i r d 
of t h e i r height. The overmantle c o n s i s t s of a rectangular m i r r o r 
framed by simple p i l a s t e r s w i t h recessed rectangular panels, capped 
by patera blocks and a t h i n cyma-recta moulding which terminates the 
m i r r o r frame. 

In 1894 Giddings' son-in-law, Heber Stone, undertook an extensive re­
modeling of the house. When work was commenced, the second exposed face 
of the corner stone was i n s c r i b e d w i t h Stone's name, t h a t of his w i f e 
and h i s mother-in-law, Lou Ann Giddings. I n a d d i t i o n t o the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
of a furnace, plumbing, and e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g . Stone added a service 
e l l and g a l l e r i e s which were executed under the supervision of a r c h i t e c t 
A. O. Watson. The two-story bays, also of b r i c k , were added on the 
east, west, and south sides of the house. The nor t h side was sheltered 
by new double g a l l e r i e s supported by d i s t i n c t i v e b r i c k c o r e , cement 
coated columns. Although the columns were the f u l l height of the two-
st o r y mansion t h e i r e x t e r i o r cement coa t i n g was moulded t o resemble 
two independant Tuscan columns, one above the other, g i v i n g the 
impression t h a t each f l o o r has a separate colonnade. The bases of the 
columns, on both l e v e l s , are of moulded b r i c k , coated w i t h cement. 
The c a p i t a l s , however, are no more than wooden c o l l a r s around the 
columns. The abacuses, echinus, and t r a c h e l i o n s are handsomely carved 
and p r o p e r l y proportioned f o r the Tuscan order. Double g a l l e r i e s 
were also added t o the east and south sides of the house. I d e n t i c a l 

g a l l e r i e s were b u i l t on the east side of the service e l l and served t o 
connect i t t o the main block. The g a l l e r i e s are supported by 

(Continued) 
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attenuated wooden Tuscan columns on pedestals. A l l of the g a l l e r i e s have 
b a l u s t r a d e s of machine turned wooden b a l u s t e r s , except fiDr the main 
facade, which has a d e l i c a t e cast i r o n r a i l i n g . The eastern g a l l e r i e s 
of the seirvice e l l have an e x t e r i o r s t a i r c a s e , and the g a l l e r i e s a t 
the rear o f the house were enclosed w i t h l a t t i c e w o r k . The l a t t i c e 
work has almost e n t i r e l y disappeared and has su f f e r e d from several storms. 

The south or rear facade has an unusual pressed t i n and wood frame bay 
window. I t i s stamped i n i m i t a t i o n o f the b r i c k w a l l s of the house and 
i s c a r e f u l l y painted t o match the c o l o r o f the masonry. There i s no 
bay window beneath i t , and an a c t u r a l b r i c k bay window could not have 
been supported by the l i g h t wooden g a l l e r y i n t o which i t p r o j e c t s . 
Both the service e l l and the main block have low p i t c h e d hipped roofs 
of standing seam t i n . 

The main block has a w e l l proportioned box cornice w i t h concealed r a i n 
g u t t e r s which feed i n t o w a l l mounted d r a i n pipes. The service e l l also 
has a box cornice, but i t i s of more modest p r o p o r t i o n s , i n keeping 
w i t h the smaller scale o f t h a t s t r u c t u r e . 

The mansion was l a s t occupied i n 1970 by Louise Tarver Stone, grand­
daughter of the home's b u i l d e r . The house s u f f e r e d extensive damage 
from a 1950 hurricane which toppled one o f the b r i c k core columns. 
The Heritage Society o f Washington County acquired the mansion i n 1975 
and i s c u r r e n t l y r e s t o r i n g i t f o r use as a l o c a l community and f i n e 
a r t s center. 

GPO 892 455 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Giddings-Stone Mansion located i n Brenham, Texas i s a unique 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l example o f the s t y l i s t i c t r a n s i t i o n between Greek Revival 
and V i c t o r i a n m o t i f s . B u i l t i n 1870, i t was the home of Jabez Demraing 
Giddings, a pioneer r a i l r o a d b u i l d e r and f i n a n c i e r . 

Giddings was born i n 1814, the son o f a wealthy Pennsylvania merchantile 
f a m i l y . He immigrated t o the Republic of Texas i n 1838 and was hired t o 
teach school a t Independence, Texas the f o l l o w i n g year. I n 1842 he was 
appointed D i s t r i c t Clerk f o r the Washington County Court a t Mount 
Vernon, Texas where he maintained a residence u n t i l the cour t was moved 
t o Brenham i n 1844. Giddings had scarcely begun work f o r the c o u r t when 
he was r e c r u i t e d f o r the Sommerville Expedition i n 1842. The expedition 
was a large r a i d i n g p a r t y which attacked towns along Mexico's northem 
border. Giddings also p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the disasterous Mier e x p e d i t i o n o f 
1843 which was a secondary invasion of Mexico by several of the veterans 
of the Sommerville e x p e d i t i o n . Giddings was f o r t u n a t e enough t o 
escape capture although most of h i s compatriots were imprisoned i n Mexico 
and eighteen were e v e n t u a l l y executed. 

Giddings made h i s way back t o Brenham by 1844 where he met and married 
Anne Tarver, the s i s t e r of Texas' Atto r n e y General. Giddings and h i s 
w i f e s e t t l e d i n t o the l i f e o f the town and were instriomental i n the 
founding o f Brenham's f i r s t Methodist congregation. Giddings retained 
a l i f e l o n g i n t e r e s t i n the w e l f a r e of the Methodist church i n Texas. 

I n 1846 Giddings was admitted t o the Bar and began the p r a c t i c e o f law. 
He est a b l i s h e d h i s own f i r m and was j o i n e d i n 1854 by h i s b r o t h e r , DeWitt 
C l i n t o n Giddings, who became a pa r t n e r i n the f i r m and several of Jabez 
Giddings' other business ventures. He became i n t e r e s t e d i n the con­
s t r u c t i o n o f a r a i l r o a d from the shipping center of Hempstead t o the 
C a p i t o l a t A u s t i n . I n 1855 he became one o f the p r i n c i p a l i nvestors i n 
the Washington County Railroad, one o f the very few r a i l r o a d s i n ante­
bellum Texas. The l i n e ' s f i r s t locomotive bore Giddings' name and 
t r a v e l e d over only eleven and one-half miles o f t r a c k . I n 1866 
Giddings and h i s b r o t h e r DeWitt C l i n t o n Giddings organized Brenham's 

(continued) 
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f i r s t bank, the Giddings and Giddings Bank. That same year witnessed 
the e n t r y of both brothers i n t o Reconstruction p o l i t i c s , Jabez winning 
a seat i n the f i r s t post-bellum l e g i s l a t u r e and chairmanship of the 
House J u d i c i a r y Committee, and DeWitt j o i n i n g the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Convention as a delegate from Washington County. 

I n 1869 Jobey Giddings l e f t p o l i t i c s and returned t o Brenham where he 
acquired 320 acres upon which he b u i l t an unusual t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek 
Revival mansion which took a year t o complete. I t s large rooms were 
the s e t t i n g f o r frequent meetings of Methodist c l e r g y and a l o c a l 
Sunday school. Giddings became a benefactor f o r several Methodist 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and made large donations t o the Methodist sponsored 
Georgetown College and Soule U n i v e r s i t y . 

In 1878 Giddings was k i l l e d when a f r i g h t e n e d hoi/rse overturned h i s 
buggy i n the mansion's driveway. His daughter, Mary Louise Giddings, 
i n h e r i t e d the house and together w i t h her husband, Heber Stone, l i v e d 
there u n t i l her death i n 1928. 

Heber Stone, l i k e Jobey Giddings, was a successful f i n a n c i e r . He owned 
several c o t t o n p l a n t a t i o n s along the Brazos River, o i l w e l l s i n 
Corsicanna, the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank of Brenham, a gold mine i n Nerrone 
State, Mexico, and a f u r n i t u r e f a c t o r y i n Brenham. Stone remodeled 
the mansion i n 1894 making several improvements which provided the house 
w i t h equipment which was very s o p h i s t i c a t e d f o r i t ' s l o c a t i o n and date. 
A complete sewage system was i n s t a l l e d , as w e l l as indoor plumbing and 
running water. The house was wired f o r e l e c t r i c i t y , and a c e n t r a l heating 
system supplied by a furnace was i n s t a l l e d . A two-story e l l which housed 
the k i t c h e n and serving rooms was added, under the supervision of 
a r c h i t e c t A. O. Watson. 

The house remained i n the possession o f the Stone f a m i l y and was 
occupied by Louise Tarver Stone, Heber Stone's daughter u n t i l 1970. 
In 1975 i t was acquired by the Heritage Society of Washington County 
which intends t o r e s t o r e the mansion and open_it t o the p u b l i c as a 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l center f o r the county-

GPO 892 455 
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The commissioners examined designs sumbitted by e i g h t a r c h i t e c t s 
and on May 10, 1895, ordered t h a t the plan of San Antonio a r c h i t e c t 
J. Riely Gordon be accepted. He was d i r e c t e d t o develop s p e c i f i c a t i o n s 
and d e t a i l s and t o superintend the new work f o r a fee o f 5% o f the 
co n t r a c t cost. On the 18th of May, J.A. White was awarded the 
con t r a c t f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n on a b i d o f $95,000, w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n t o 
begin before June 1, 1895. On January 1,1897, the b t i i l d i n g was 
received by the cou r t . Although the b u i l d i n g i n t e r i o r was remodeled 
i n 1960, i t r e t a i n s most o f i t s o r i g i n a l character on the e x t e r i o r . 
I t continues today t o serve i t s o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n . 

GPO 892 455 
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112 

113 

CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 
CE 

TE5CAS 

Washington covinty 

Brenham 

GIDDINGS-STONE MANSION 

Stone St 20U 

Modified Greek Revival house b u i l t i n 1870; altered, 

1894; plans for use as c u l t u r a l and social center. 

Noteworthy example of the Greek Revival style i n 

tr a n s i t i o n toward Victorian motifs; b u i l t by Jabez D. 
Giddings, pioneer r a i l r o a d builder and financier, and 
enlarged by his son-in-law, Haber Stone, also a 
successful financier. 
Private: 

(6-21^-76) 

1. h i s t o r i c archeology 2. prehist o r i c archeology 
3. agriculture architecture 5. a r t 6. commerce 
7. communication 8. conservation economics 
10. education 11. engineering 12. exploration 13. industry 
14. invention 15. landscape architecture 16. law 
17, l i t e r a t u r e 18. m i l i t a r y 19. music 20. philosophy 
21, politics/government 22, r e l i g i o n 23. science 
24, social/humanitarian(5^ transportation 26. entertainmer 
27, health 28, recreation 29. settlement 30. social/culture 
31, urban and community planning 

Giddings-Stone House, TX: 
Giddings, Jabez D,: OF 
Stone, Haber: CF ' 

CF 





ARCIHTECTUIIAL STYLE.' ^ m ^ ^ T ^ c / 

^architecip^m .bu i Ide r : X?. 
engineer: 

landscape/,a.-den ^ 7 r r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ artist/artisan: 
in ter ior decorator: i . . • . . / 

builder/contractor: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

NAMES; 
(label role 

Rersonal X^. >ZJAJUMNJ«^ ^ ^ '^^V') - 'T^cJir^.^m^ 

appropriate date) 

events H-Aeri ^ ^ I C - l J ^ ^ 

^^^^^^^--^^^JL ^ v w s * - . . e ^ , 
inst i tut ional 

DATES; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): {^ 'JQ 

DATE(S) OF "IMAJOR" ALTEPATIOMS: |' ^ 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

SOURCE, NOMINATION) PRIVATE 

• OTHER FEDEPAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E : (to nearest tenth of an acre) ]̂  Q 

LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL 

/ 

J 
BT'ick, .otOT îe ,̂ rectangular .with raar e l i , standing seam t i n hipped roof, interior 

chimneys with corbeled caps, front center entrance with transom and sidelights, 2-

story fu l l -wid th portico with cast-iron r a i l i ng and side porch, 2-st0Tiy polygonal oido • 

H9Qy», stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s ; 2-story rear breezeway oonnocit-er to service Airing; interior 

walnut staircase, prefabricated in St. Louis; alterations; restored, late Greek Revival. 

Buil t for Jabez D. Giddings, pioneer railroad financier and aembop of tho pnet. 

Mexiewa-Way-j-iMO 3ujiiiiiej'yll-l«-and the 18^3 Miui* ojipedtllwnu Mito Moifiee. 
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Giddings-Stone Hmise 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN / /OWrO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETSi NUMBER 

204 East Stone Street 
_N0TF0R PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
Brenham VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 
Texas 

CODE 
048 

COUNTY 

Washington 
CODE 

477 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

^BUILDINGISI 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

X_PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

X_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE 

—COMMERCIAL 

- X E D U C A T I O N A L 

JCENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

J£MUSEUM 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

• O W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

H e r i t a g e S o c i e t y o f W a s h i n g t o n County 
STREETS. NUMBER 

P .O. Box 1123 

CITY, ^ov^f^ STATE 
Brenham VICINITY OF Texas 77833 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC W a s h i n g t o n County C o u r t h o u s e 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Brenham Texas 77833 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c .American B u i l d i n g s Survey 
DATE 

May S, 1970 X.FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS a,, T • i . r r. 

The L i b r a r v o f Congress 
CITY.TOWN W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

.GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

.FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 



I SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

.PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

.1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE 

.1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE 

-1700-1799 —ART 

-1800-1899 —COMMERCE 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

.OTHER ISPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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See continuation sheet 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

I D F O R M PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Joe R. Wil l iams, 

Michael Guarino, 
Project Director 
Research Assistant Marie Landon, His tor ian 

ORGANIZATION 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

June 30, 1978 
STREET& NUMBER 

P.O. Box 12276 
TELEPHONE 

512-475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN 

Austin 
STATE 

Texas 78711 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National HistoHc Preservation Act of 1& f6 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register andrlqertify that it has beer/e^luatpeKaqcording to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 
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DATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
ATTEST: DATE 

CHIEF OF REGISTRATION 
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PAGE 1 

/ 

The additional acreage i s requested i n order to protect the Giddings-Stone 
House from the encroachment of a housing subdivision named Heritage H i l l and 
to ensure i t s continuous enhancement by the sloping green space to the north of 
the house. The southern portion w i l l be a p a r t i a l l y landscaped parking l o t . 
Although the proposed additions were part of the 320 acres of the o r i g i n a l estate, 
a l l but the house and the 1.35 acres surrounding i t were sold. Since the 
property had not been subdivided at the time of the o r i g i n a l nomination, the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of such encroachment was not a factor i n the decision to delineate 
the "one" acre boundary. 
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UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED M t t 

DATE ENTERED 

C O N T I N U A T I O N SHEET ITEM NUMBER 1 0 PAGE 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 of Section 1, Heritage H i l l Addition, 
M. N. Combs Survey A-184, Brenham, Texas. 

Also, s t a r t i n g at the northeast corner of block 17 of Section 3 of Heritage 
H i l l Addition south 325 f t . , thence southeast 120.92 f t . , thence east northeast 
200 f t . , thence north 65 f t . , thence east 140 f t . , thence north 179.41 f t . , 
thence northwest i n a curved l i n e 116.52 f t . , thence west northwest 105.84 f t . , 
thence west 250 f t . 
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TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECITIVE DIRECTOR 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We would l i k e to increase the acreage of the Giddings-Stone House 
nomination from "one" acre to 7.354 acres. We are following t h i s 
procedure because the State Review Board must judge only the e l i g i ­
b i l i t y for the Register of the property and not the specific boundaries. 
The increase w i l l include a change of the o r i g i n a l one acre on which 
the house stands to 1.35 acres and the addition of two more t r a c t s — 
2.125 acres to the north of the Giddings-Stone House and 3.879 acres 
to the south and east of the house. Enclosed i s an exact description 
of the new boundary i n Item #10 of the new nomination form. In addi­
t i o n , we have included a sketch map of the area indicating the property 
to be enlarged. 

The two new tracts are adjacent to the Giddings-Stone House and part 
of the o r i g i n a l estate, which contained 320 acres. By 1975 when the 
Heritage Society acquired the Giddings-Stone House from the Stone 
family heirs, the surrounding land, except for the 1.35 acres encircling 
the house, had been sold. 

Originally the Giddings-Stone House was nominated only for i t s archi­
t e c t u r a l significance, and only the land immediately surrounding the 
house was included. However, a housing development has begun on the 
surrounding l o t s , and t h i s encroachment diminishes the view and sense 
of s i t i n g that has played an important part i n the house's significance. 

The Giddings-Stone House i s prominently sited on a h i l l and i s v i s u a l l y 
enhanced by the sloping green space to the north (the 2.125 acre t r a c t ) . 
In order to protect the view of t h i s landmark, the Heritage Society has 
an agreement with the developer to purchase t h i s additional land. Their 
intention i s to maintain the property as an open space. 

The 3.879 acres to the south and east of the house i s an open f i e l d 
and has already been purchased by the Heritage Society. This area w i l l 
be used for a parking l o t . 

The present owner of the northern property i n question has been inv i t e d 
to inform the Register that he would l i k e the 30-day waiting period 
waived. He has indicated that he w i l l cooperate i n order to have the 
additional acreage l i s t e d on the Register. 

y^/w /tale J^^ney^ ^ar cT^iAtoric PreAe'rinitL/ni 



Dr. William Murtagh 
June 30, 1978 
Page Two 

We would appreciate your consideration of t h i s c r u c i a l matter at 
your e a r l i e s t convenience. 

Lissa Anderson 
Coordinator 
National Register Nominations 

LA/cm 

Enclosure 

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
1100 L Street, Room 5415 
Washington, D. C. 20240 
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June 30, 1978 

Dr. William Murtaugh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Officer of Archaeology ^ Histo r i c Preservation 
Heritage Conservation Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Re: Giddings-Stone Mansion National Register Nomination . -JdA!A» 

Dear Sir: 

As President of the Developement Company of Brenham, owner of the 
proposed expanded area for the Giddings-Stone Mansion National 
Register Nomination, I understand the implication of the Tax 
Reform Act of 1976 and therefor waive the 30 day waiting period. 
On behalf of the shareholders, I request that the revised nomination 
be reviewed immediately. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thad Spencer, President 
Development Company of Brenham 
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July 17, 1978 

Office of Atcheology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
18th and C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Kate Cole 

Re: Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, IS ^ 16, Section 1, Heritage H i l l s , 
a subdivision i n the City of Brenham, County of Washington, 
Texas, as shown i n Plat Cabinet 123A § 123B, Washington 
County Courthouse. 

Dear Ms. Cole: 

The Development Company of Brenham, the owner of the above described 
property is aware that the property i s being nominated to the National 
Register. The company is w i l l i n g to waive i t s r i g h t s to a t h i r t y 
day waiting period and would l i k e to have the application for nomina­
t i o n processed immediately. 

The Development Comjiany of Brenham 
Thad Spencer, President 

cc: Joe Oppermann 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dr. Hal Andersen 
Brenham C l i n i c 
Brenham, Texas 7783 5 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT. (^^^^^^^ ^ U f c H M S > 0 N ( 

ADDRESS: ^ <>•t^f<? "̂"̂ ^̂  i'f^-509'/ 
STAFF WEMBER: ^ ^ DIVISION: 

REPORT: y^H^ ftfr 

3) Y ^ , ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ A.eCî isvT'o '̂-



T E L E P H O N E R E P O R T 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJ EOT: JUJo^^^ 

To/FROM I "̂-J-AA-̂-̂  DATE : r ĴY - 9̂  

ADDRESS: PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: ^^^SU>if DIVISION: 

REPORT: 



p. O. BOX 12276 
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711 

TEXAS HISTORICAL CXHlMlSSim 

TRUETT LATIMER 
E X E C m V E DIRECTOR 

July 25, 1978 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are photographs to supplement our request of June 30 for 
increasing the area of the Giddings-Stone House in Washington County 
to 7.354 acres. 

Photograph 1 shows the grassy slope north of the house. Maintenance 
of this vista is essential to preserving the house's character. Also 
visible is the modern construction already intruding from the west. 
The second photo shows the line of trees that will help to shield the 
proposed parking lot. The parking area will be landscaped so that i t 
will not be an intrusion. This staff will approve all plans for devel­
opment of the property, as part of the covenant affixed to the grant, 
and will monitor their execution. Photo 3 shows that much of the area 
proposed for parking is already open space. As many trees as possible 
will be saved. If parking space were not provided behind the house, cars 
would park in front of i t on the streets, disrupting the important view 
from the bottom of the h i l l . The numbers on the map correspond to the 
positions from which the photos were taken. 

A new map of the property is also enclosed. It was incorrectly located 
in the original nomination. 

Your rapid and favorable review of t h i ^ requ^ mu}^he appreciated. 

Sincerely/ / / 
/ 

Issa Anderson 
Coordinator 
National Register Nominations 

LA/cm 
Enclosures 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 





TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

P. O. BOX ISS76 
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711 

August 8, 1978 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

A piece of property of approximately six plus acres adjacent to the 
Giddings-Stone House in Brenham, Washington County, (National 
Register 6/24/76) has recently become available to the present owner 
for acquisition; and, to that end, we are waiting to initiate a 
grant-in-aid to the owner for its purchase. This adjacent property, 
though a part of the original grounds of the Giddings' holdings, v.'as 
not included in the original National Register nomination in that a 
developer was donating the house and one acre to the local preservation 
society and planned to develop the remaining acreage as a subdivision. 
At the time there appeared no other way to preserve the structure. We 
had recommended more acreage go with the house. The request to increase 
the acreage on the nomination was mailed to your office on June 30, and 
we would appreciate a reply in order that we can make a determination 
about this grant-in-aid. 

If any change is necessary in our practice of presenting the historic 
property to the Review Board, not necessarily the exact acreage for 
their review and approval, please advise. 

Please let me know i f I can answer any questions about this matter. 

Sincerely, 

TL/cm 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

77Ae Jiate^y^jtcy ^or ^isloric PreAerinitlrni 
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AUG li) 1978 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 

Na»e Location 

Giddings-Stone Mansion temm— 12r-« r\l^(^m 
Washington County 

Bound&ry Increase for Giddings-Stone Maixslon 
In Washington County, Texas was approved 8/10/78. 

Also Notified 

NR Byers/bjr 8/15/78 
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CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

zx 
CERTirYi;«3 

1 Rtp«r-
I ttNTATlVC 

1. TTKS KA-M AND T i n i 

Truett Latimer, State 
Historic Preservation Off icer 

UiBrazos Valley Development Council 
CJ Governor's Offr'ce of Budget l i 

.Ve r r -

• 
• 
• 

R r a ^ a a t 
a l U c k W 

k. il^^J^Tl^-f ' OA;C wnra 
>—r 

2*. AUOiCT NAac \ " / ( y 

Department of the I n t e r i o r i%i .co 79 01 03 
M . OftSANIiATlONAL UNIT 

HCRS 
T7. AOUINlSTRATIvr o . ' r i c c 

G r a n t s A d m i n . D i v . 

is!. FCrfPAL APi'LICATlON 
lOLNTIflCAtlON 

78 12 
tar 

27 

13. AODRCM 

J l . ACTION T A J U N l i . n^Moim 

a. r . ' . , r r j .L ; 10. 000 
• k. Hjcciia k tfn.iuxi 11 . 000 

1 1 A t ; .oo 
A H I U i U I E T 4. I C C i l xa 

• 4. K l l U I t i a. CTM-n ui 

7 a . . i t t T . l k / a » i M . 

I n C E ^ A l C P A N T 
I i r t . N T ' F l C A T I O N 

J- 48-09621 

« . ACTION oAvo . , 7 f ^ / ^ - i " ' " ° . / 7 9 O l ' ^ o r 
i i . CONTACT t o n A O ! ) ! I I O " I O I . I M t r / A U K 

T l O N IMaaaa a a ^ t . l a ^ a . . . . . s i k r 

-, ri rr ..r.u 21,000 

I rEo:. iui;. .'."rNCif 
I a. le Wi'..f .•----a a.'.-^. 1-7 uvAjati laer.-. 

II arc«.i I.. t-«M IT Ovt aaaaa 
j a k*. I«a. m u ma^. 

Stephen D. Newman 
202-343-4941 

n 80 09 30 
rr. lu.kaAP.Kt Aooeo 

1 * -
I'lik Cn/-'rt S-ti. I'- %.„ it'ri •••«. >a.l 

same as #35 
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OMB Approval No. 2 9 - l t 0 2 1 8 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
1 . TYPE 

OF 
ACTION 

(Hark ap-
t>Toj>riat» 
l>ox) 

• PREAPPLICATION 
APPUCATION 

• NOTIFiCATION CF INTENT (Opl) 
• REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

2. A P P U -

C A N T S 

APPLI­

CATION 

• . NUMBER 

b. DATE 

19 

3. STA 
APPUCA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

flUMBER 

SAHTX SQ6-13051 
b. DAT; 

ASSIGNED 

Year 

1978 
month, day 

06 07 
Ltavt 
BlarJc 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

k. Applicint N«nw 

b. OmKlat lon Unit 

c. Str««/P.O. Box 

d. City 

1. State 

: State H is to r ic Preservation Off ice 
: Texas H is to r ica l Conmission 

P.O. Box 12276 
Austin 
Texas 

k. Contact Panon (Nam* Truet t Latimer 
£ UUpkont No.) : ( R I ? ) 4 7 5 - ' ^ n Q 4 

•. cwnty : Travis 
i . ZIP Coda: 78711 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIRCATION NO. 

74-6016195 

PRO­
GRAM 

(from 
federal 
Catalog) 

a. NUMBER 111 6l' hinl 4l 
b. TITLE 

His tor ic Preservation 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANTS PROJECT 

Gid(dings-Stone House Acquis i t ion Project-Phase I I 
Brenham, Washington County, Texas 

The two-story Greek Revival house was begun in 
1860 and Victor ian addit ions were constructed in 
the la te nineteenth century. The project object ive 
i s , t o acquire 2.13 acres of open land, part of the 
o r ig ina l esta te , to serve as a buf fer to a new, 
nearby housing addi t ion 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Steta 
B-lntentate 
C-Substete 

District 
D-Countjf 
E-City 
F-School District 
G-Spkctal Purpoa* 

District 

IM^niunity Action Atancy 
I- Hiihar Educational Institution 
i- Indian TrIb* 
K-Othar (Sptcify): 

Enttr appropriatt latter | / \ | 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Sasic Giant D-lnsuranca 
B-SupplamanUI Grant E-Ottiar 
C-Loan 

Enter appro- i . i  
priate Utt*T(t) \ A l 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Namta of e i t i a , eountiea. 
Stataa, ate.) 

Texas 

1 1 . ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

12,000,000 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New (^Ravision E-Augmsntation 
B-Ranaml D-(>intinuatioa i—i 

En te r appropr ia te letter A l 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

a. FEDERAL 1 28,950 .oo" a. APPLICANT 

statewide 
b. PROJEa 

10 k. APPLKUNT 29,050 .00 

a. APPLICANT 

statewide 
b. PROJEa 

10 
c STATE .00 16. PROJECT START 

DATE year monfA day 
»9 

17. PROJECT 
DURATION 

1 2 MoHtAe d. LOCAL .00 

16. PROJECT START 
DATE year monfA day 

»9 

17. PROJECT 
DURATION 

1 2 MoHtAe 

t . OTHER .00 IS. ESTIMATED DATE TO Yaar month day 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY • i g y j ^ Qpj f. TOTAL $ 58.000 .00 

IS. ESTIMATED DATE TO Yaar month day 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY • i g y j ^ Qpj 

15. TYPE OF CHANGE ( f o r l i e or l U ) 
A-lncreasa Dollars F-Othar ( S p e c i f y ) : 
S-Dacieasa Dalian 
(^Incraasa Duration 
D-Daaeasa Duratian 
E-Canc«llatian 

Enter appro­
priate tittar(t) 

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name. City, State. ZIP code) 

OAHP. HCRS. Washington, nr. ?n?dn 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED 

22 . 

THE 

APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

a. To tka bast of my hnowlodga and baliaf, 
date In this praapplic<:ion/appllc*tian ara 
true and correct, the docuniant kas kaan 
duly tutboriiad by tha (own ing body o< 
tba applicant and tha applicant will comply 
with tba attecbad tssurancas If tha n t l a t -
anc* is appranad. 

b. If raquirad by OMB Ciicular A-9S this application was submitted, pursuant to in. 
atructio.is tharain, to appropriate clsaringliousas and all responses ara atUchad: 

ATore-
tpontt 

Reeponta 
attached 

0) Governor's Of f ice of Budget and Planning • 
(2) Brazos 
(3) 

Valley • 
• • 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAME AND TIILE 

Truet t Latimer, State 
H i t : t n r i r P rp< ;p r \ / a t i nn f l f f i r p r 

b. SIGNATURE OATE SIGNED 
year montA day 

19 
78 08 28 

24 . AGENCY NAME 

Dept. of Interior 
25. APPLICA- yev montA day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 7 g Q 5 

26. ORGANIZATIOfML UNIT 

HCRS 
27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Adm. Div. 
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

29. ADDRESS 

Wash. 20240 
3 a FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATION 

48-8C12 
31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

32. FUNDING y«ar month day 

33. ACTION DATE ̂  19 78 10 0 7 

34. year montX day 
STARTING 
DATE 19 78 10 0 1 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

a. FEDERAL % 28.950 .00 
y«ar month day 

33. ACTION DATE ̂  19 78 10 0 7 

34. year montX day 
STARTING 
DATE 19 78 10 0 1 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

b. APPLICANT 29.050 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name and taUphona Mmber) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

36. year montA day 
ENDING 
DATE 19 79 09 30 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

c STATE .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name and taUphona Mmber) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

36. year montA day 
ENDING 
DATE 19 79 09 30 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

4. LOCAL .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name and taUphona Mmber) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y. . ENo 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

•. OTHER M 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name and taUphona Mmber) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y. . ENo 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

Q •. AWARDED 

• k. REIECTEO 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 1. TOTAL % 58.000 .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name and taUphona Mmber) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y. . ENo 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-9S ACTION 

1. I* taking abo»a action, any commants racaivad from daarlnghousas araia can-
aiderad. If agancy response l l due under provisions ot Part 1, OMB Circular A-4S, 
it kas bean ei is being aiada. 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Afame aiul talaphona no.) 

Same as #35 

424-101 SEP . -ŝ Ĥre 
STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 

J-rtterihtd by GSA. federal MaMV«M»« Cireiriar T*-T 



CORRECTION—boundary increase 

I NATIONAL REGISTER DATA 
3)NAME as it appears on federal 

Giddings-Stone Mansion 
(§) LOCATION street &> number 

204 E . Stone S t . 

r e g i s t e r : 1̂  O T H E R N A M E S : 

city / town 
Brenham 

vicinity of state 

TX 

county 

OWNER •PRlVUtE •STdlE •MUNICIPH OCOUNTY DMULTIPLt DFEDt 

I EXISTING SURVEYS QHABS DHAtR DNHL fpuNDED? DYES OHO 

nmu uumi itsimi Rttioiic itni am 

name)_ 

C O N C R E : 

Washington 

(^CONDITION 
• e x c e l l e n t 
• g o o d 

• fair 

• deteriorated 
• ru ins 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

• altered 
• unaltered 
• reconstructed 
• excavated 

™ _ ™ — . - i ^ — - — 

^itnii i MiiiHM aisrotie uNwrn? 
g«*i m I I • —im 

(^features: 

} f N O M I N A T I O N 

I N I S T R A T O R : 

• STATE • FEDERAL. 

• o r i g i n a l s i t e 

• moved 
• u n k n o w n 

It slati who prepaied lirm? 

• LOCAL •PRIVATE ORtANIZATIOH 

• SUBSTANTIALLY IHTACT-1 ^QSUBSTANTIALLV INTACT-2 •̂SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 

2DN0T IHTACT-O 
;iinUNKN0WN-4 
^•Nf lT APPllCABLE-7 

9 D NOT INTACT-O 

UMKKOWM-5 
S G N O I APPLICABLE-8 

O^NOT INTACT - O 

^•UNKNOWN-6 

5 a NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

^ A C C E S S D Y E S - R e s l r i c t e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t a d • N o A c c « » « • U n k n o w n @AOAPTIVEUSE PTES D N O ̂  SAVED' • T E S I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? • y « G n o 

@ A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 • COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-1 • COMMUNICATIONS-

• AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION - 8 

• ARCMITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS- 9 

• ART-5 • EOUCATION-lfl 

• ENGINEERIHG-11 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 
• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INOUSTRY-13 
• INVENTfON-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• LAW- 16 
• LITERATURE- 17 

• MILITARY- IS 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHIlOSOPHY-20 

• POLITICS/GOVT.-21 • RECREATION-28 

• RELIGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLAHNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S , explain 
^ f i r a f ^ 

' o l d e s t ' • 

' o n l y - • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initial ciiistructiM: 
major altiratitns: 
hlstaric ivints; 

^ E T H N I C GROUP 
^ ASSOCIATION 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e ( s ) : ^ a r c h i t e c t -. ^ m a s t e r b u i l d e r : ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ l a n d s c a p e a r o h i t e o t / g a r d e n d e s i g n e r : ^ i n t e r i o r d e c o r a t o r - . ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

I N A M E S give role Ac date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

r a v i a w e r e i n i t i a l * . I IP A D D I T I O N A L SPACE N E E D E D . N U M BER & PUT O N R E V E R S E I 


