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The Adolphus Sterne house is on a small lot at 211 S. Lanana Street
in a residential area near the old Nacogdoches plaza. Modern businesses
are only two blocks away. Tne next lot north of the Sterne house is a
parking lot.

On the Sterne lot are the Sterne house, a servants house, a shed
and small structures sheltering plants. Formerly there were a stable,
smoke house and corn crib on the property. The lot is bounded by a white
picket fence.

The house is located on the west side of the lot with the front
facing west. It is a simple ell shaped structure having a simple
Victorian porch on the front. It is of frame construction on piers.

The servants house is located to the rear of the main house and is a
small frame structure built on piers oriented north-south with a veranda
or porch on the east side of the building.

The principal repairs and modifications to the structure were done by
Sterne during the 1840s and 1850s. Original outbuildingd included a
stable, smoke house and hen house. Two significant features of the
property were the vegetable garden and the orchard. Repairs to the house
mentioned in Sterne's diary include repairs to the chimney and hearth,
shingling the roof, adding a room with flooring and paper on the walls for
his sons (1842), adding a dining room (21 x 14 feet), and adding a
library. During the 1850s Sterne considered building a brick house.

In 1838 the stable burned and had to be replaced and the smoke house
eventually had to be replaced. Reference to Sterne's entertaining and
taking in boarders are common in his diary.

Apparently the front facade of the house was modified sometime after
Sterne's death. The style suggests an approximate date of 1885 for this
modification. Apparently the library was removed at that time. - The
servent's quarters at the rear of the lot remains unmodified. The stable,
smoke house and hen house have been removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the notable Germans to migrate to Texas was a German Jew
from Cologne, Adolphus Sterne. He was born in 1801 and emigrated to
New Orleans in 1817 where he read law and worked in a store. He traveled
to Tennessee where he met Sam Houston. He emigrated to Texas in 1826
settling in the town of Nacogdoches. He became one of the wealthiest
men in the colony and then the Republic and one of the finapncers of the
Texas revolution.

Even before 1836, Sterne supported efforts by Anglo Texans to
revolt against Mexico. In the abortive Fredonian Revolt (Dec. 16, 1826~

” Jan, 31, 1827), Sterne's sympathies were with the leader, Benjamin
- W. Edwards, and he aided the Anglos with munitions from New Orleans.

Mexican authorities discovered the caches and condemned Sterne to be '
shot on a charge of treason. Sterne was confined in the "old stone house™
in Nacogdoches pending approval of his execution by the military
commandant at Saltillo, Coah. Before the order reached Nacogdoches,
however, the Order of the Masons, of which Sterne was a member, interceded
on his behalf., He was released on parole.

Sterne was on Earole from 1832-1833. At the same time he was
allowed to hold public office and from 1831 to 1833 he was successively
second and first regidor (alderman), alcalde interino (interum mayor)
and treasurer for Nacogdoches. He was a delegate to the convention
of 1833 and when war broke out between the Anglo Texans and Mexico he
became the agent of the provisional government in New Orleans where he
raised and equipped a company of New Orleans Greys, commanded by Captain
Thomas H. Breece. He acted as Nacogdoches postmaster during the Republic.

Sterne raised thousands of dollars and organized three companies of
volunteers to oppose the Mexican government. He was also active in
politics after 1836, From 1847-184L9 he was a member of the second
Legislature, House of Representatives from Nacogdoches County. In 1850
he represented a district composed of Anderson, Angelina, Cherokee,
Houston and Nacogdoches Counties. From 1851 to his death in 1852
Sterne was a member of the Texas Senate representing Angelina, Houston and
Nacogdoches Counties.

Sterne built his home in 1830, four years after he settled in east
Texas. The house was the site of frequent visits with Sam Houston,
Jean Marie Odin (the first Bishop of Texas) and others connected with
state government. Reportedly Houston was baptised a Roman Catholic in the
house. Today the home is used as the Hoya Library and Museum.
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Since this site has been undisturbed except for minor remodeling
of the structures, there is considerable potential for archeology.
The site was occupied nearly continuously since 1830 as a focus for
ma jor events in the history and cultural development of east Texas and
Texas in general. Thus the site has the potential to yield valuable

dati on technological and social change in a tight cultural and historical
context.
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