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Comprised of seventy acres located at the juncture of Jacks Creek

and the Navasota River west of Mexia, the Joseph E. Johnston Camp
number 94 of the United Confederate Veterans has been a campground
since the land was purchased in 1892. The reunion grounds consist of
an architecturally significant octagonal pavilion, two turn of the
century houses, stone and iron entry arches, a Civil War cannon,

and ruins of a 1920's clubhouse, bathhouse, and gardens.

The dance pavilion, constructed by a Norwegian immigrant named
Johansen in 1892, is octagonal in plan and capped by a cupola. An
unusual central support system is used, comprised of four posts

placed one on top of the other with each progressively higher post
having a smaller diameter. Struts radiate from the central support,
like branches from a tree, helping to support the fifty foot diameter
span. Eight louvered openings provide ventilation to the pavilion.
Concrete steps around the perimeter were added in 1965 at the same
time wood bench seating was removed from between the exterior supports.
An extension of the roof was also added around the perimeter to cover
the added steps, but has obscured the view of the finely detailed
fascia boards having a saw-tooth motif. Shingling is used as a siding
on the cupola, and the whole pavilion is roofed with corrugated tin
which has been painted red. A speaker's pavilion of later vintage was
destroyed in the 1950's.

Two houses, both built ca. 1900, are situated on the grounds but are
of little architectural merit. The Marion Adams house, a simple
vernacular adaptation of the Victorian style, is to be used as

meeting house and is known as the "heritage house". Adams was a
violin maker in Mexia where the house was originally sited before
recently being moved to the reunion grounds. The Sally Metcalf house
is a summer house which was originally used as lodging for the Metcalf
family during the annual encampments and visits to the grounds.
Presently the house is used as the home of the quartermaster and has
been greatly altered to suit this function. :

Of the two original entries, only the one on Robert E. Lee Drive has
the ca. 1892 entry arches intact. Six square iron pillars support four
round arches topped by an iron filigree of Victorian motif. Recent
restoration work to the entries consists of placing a stone veneer
around the pillars, and reinforcing the iron arches with a steel mesh
with the name of the reunion grounds attached. Located at the end

of Lee Drive opposite from the entry arches is the Val Verde cannon,
which was captured by Confederate forces near Val Verde, New Mexico

early in the Civil War.
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In the 1920's, when the oil boom hit Mexia, the park saw increased
usage, and the facilities were expanded. Jacks Creek was dammed at the
spring near the Navasota River to make a swimming pool, and a large
bathhouse was built on the banks of the Navasota. Ruins of the steps
leading from the edge of the water to the bathhouse are all that
remain. A concrete archway with steps leading down to the spring
marks the entry to the swimming area, and two steel trussed foot
bridges have replaced the ca. 1920's swinging bridges across the
creek. Pathways and gardens which once graced the banks of the creek
and river are overgrown and unattended, showing little hint of their
former grandeur. Only foundations can be seen of the once popular
Poco clubhouse which entertained many of the people coming to Mexia
during the oil boom days.

GPO 892 455
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Physical Description --Joseph E. Johnston Confederate Reunion Grounds,
Camp no. 94, Texas.

The boundary of the Confederate Reunion Grounds follows exactly the
property lines of the present Joseph E. Johnston, Camp No. 94. All

of the present-day site was encompassed in the original 1892 purchase.
A site map is included in the submission which will help clarify the
following boundary description. :

The site is bound on the southwest by F.M. Road 1633, and on the north-
west by a fence-line extending at a right angle from the farm road to
the Navasota River. The northeast boundary consists of the south bank
of the river bend past its conjunction with Jack's Creek, extending
on a fenceline southwest from the river i the creek, and then following
the creek to its juncture with a gravel topped road. The southeast
boundary follows this road to its meeting with Robert E. Lee Drive,
except for a slight variance where the newer road does not follow a
sharp bend in the original property line. From Lee Drive the property
line extends southwest to F.M. 1633 which is the southwest boundary of
the site.

GPO 892 455
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The Joseph E. Johnston
established near Mexia
federate veterans, and
1930's. Restored as a
of the period when the

Reunion Grounds, Camp number 94, is a park

in the late 19th century to honor local Con-

it continued to hold encampments through the

park in 1965, the grounds serve as a reminder
South's regional consciousness was reinforced

by Civil War commemoration. In addition, the Joseph E. Johnston Camp

was unique in that it s
street plan.

The Joseph E. Johnston

old lots to individual owners and laid out a

Reunion Grounds was one of several camps

estab%ished in the South after Reconstruction to honor Confederate
.veterans. In 1889, the Limestone County organization began holding
the popular annual encampments where the program included political
speeches, memorial activities and concerts. By 1892, a 70-acre site
was purchased at the junction of Jacks Creek and the Navasota River,
approximately 4 miles west of Mexia.

During the week of the

full moon each August, members came to the

encampments for reunions, living in tents or summer houses. Enter-
tainment ranged from dancing and listening to orations at the

pavilions, to swimming

and fishing in Jacks Creek or the Navasota

River. Special trains were run for years from Ft. Worth, Dallas, and
Houston to handle the families and friends of the Limestone County
veterans visiting the reunion at Jacks Creek.

When the reunion grounds were first established, lots were sold to

shareholders and many s

ummer houses were built for the families to live

in during the encampments. One of these houses, the Sally Metcalf
house built around 1900, remains and is presently used for the quarter-
masters or groundskeepers house. Some of the roads,which wind through-
out the grounds, remain as laid out by the first board of directors,
such as the entrance to the park from the east named Robert E. Lee
Avenue, and the entrance from the west, Stonewall Jackson Drive. A

large octagonal gazebo

of unusual design, known as the dance pavilion,

was built in 1893 and still stands today. Another early pavilion used
mainly for orations and programs was destroyed. The Val Verde cannon
captured by Confederate forces in the early part of the Civil War
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around Val Verde, New Mexico,and used throughout the war, most
successfully at the Battle of Mansfield, Louisiana, is now located
at the end of Robert E. Lee Avenue. Dawn and dusk salutes by the
cannon were traditionally fired during the encampment.

After the Mexia o0il boom began in 1920, Colonel A. E. Humphreys, a
local leader in petroleum discovery, built club facilities on the
grounds and promoted use of the park. Among the facilities built
at this time were a dam on Jacks Creek with a bathhouse and swinging
bridges, a club house, and landscaped gardens with walkways. The
clubhouse, called the Poco Club, was built for the use of Humphreys'
employees and guests at the cost of $100,000 but only foundations
remain.

In peak years as many as 5,000 people assembled on the grounds for
the annual encampment, and participation was high until the early
1940's when light attendance caused the reunion to be discontinued.
Interest in the reunion grounds was revived in 1965 when a permanent
state charter was obtained. An active organization has since guided
the growth and expansion of these grounds as an educational and
amusement center for the people of Limestone County. A title III
educational grant was made in 1966 by H.E.W. to finance an innovative
outdoor historical symphonic drama performed on the grounds that same
year. The board of directors of the camp are currently seeking another
federal grant that would create a fine arts camp in association with
the Southern Methodist University Art Department.

r‘v
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o b~ CITY OF GROESBECK

MRS. MARTHA TILLEY
City Secretary GROESBECK, TEXAS 76642

March 11, 1976

Mr. race J. Sheely, Jr.

Chief, Historic Sites Survey

United State artment of the Interior
National Park Servi
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Sheely:

Please accept my apologies for the delay in answering your

request for a summary of the history of the Joseph E. Johnston
\\\\\ Camp. The following brief summary is based largely on the

minutes of the Camp meetings and material on file at the Gibbs
Library, Mexia, Texas.

In Limestone County, Texas, a beautiful grove of large native
oak and pecan trees grows at the confluence of the Navasota
River and Jack's Creek. A nearby spring of fresh water flows
into the Creek. This is true today as it was in 1889.

In this sylvan setting, 403 veterans of the War Between the
States assembled for their first camp meeting July 31st,
August 1lst and 2nd, 1889. They elected officers, adopted a
constitution and named their association "Limestone County
Camp of Confederate Veterans."

At the next meeting on July 31, 1890, a resolution was passed
authorizing the commander to charter the Camp in the general
organization of United Confederate Veterans. The 1912 edition
of "Organization of Camps in the United Confederate Veterans"”
showed 1,772 current camps with this Camp listed as No. 94.

In 1890, a cannon, one of the Camp's proudest possessions, was
given to the Camp. This cannon has the following history:

On April 21, 1862, after the defeat of the Union
forces at the Battle of Val Verde or Ft. Craig,
New Mexico, Captain Joseph D. Sayers, who later
became governor of Texas, was put in command of
a new battery made up of the captured ordinance.
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Among these cannon were two which would become
known as the Val Verde cannon. After service
at the Battle of Mansfield, Louisana, and the
close of the War, these two cannon were taken
to Fairfield, Texas. One of them was christen-
ed "01ld Val Verde" and was taken to the Con-
federate Camp Grounds in Limestone County in
1890. It was fired at dawn and dusk in honor
of Confederate veterans at the annual meetings
until 1940. This cannon is presently mounted
on an elevated platform near the center of the
grounds.

At the July 24, 1891 meeting the name of the association was
changed to "The Joseph E. Johnston Veterans Association.”
This was done in honor of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. A.

During this same encampment, July 1891, the Grounds Committee
reported that 20 acres of the camp grounds could be bought for
$200.00. Another committee was appointed to purchase this
land and the first 20 acres were purchased June 16, 1892.
Other tracts were purchased as follows-

2nd Spring 12-31-95
3rd 7 acres 03-01-97
4th 10 acres 11-08-01
5th 26.47 acres 01-21-03
6th 30 acres 10-10-05
7th 3 acres 02-11-11

These purchases total 96.47 acres. A survey in 1966 indi-

cated that the occupied area now totals only 77 acres. Vague-
ness of the field notes accompanying the deeds possibly accounts
for this discrepancy since we have no records of any of the
Camp's land ever having been sold.

In 1900, a large octagonal pavilion used for entertainment and
large gatherings was constructed near the center of the grounds.
The structure was designed and built by a Norwegian carpenter
named Jim Johansen. This unique pavilion is still standing

and is in constant use by family groups. Also, in that same
year a smaller speaker's pavilion was constructed in the same
style. This structure was later torn down due to severe wind
damage.

The Camp received its first charter as an incorporated group
from the State of Texas in 1921.

Confederate veterans and their families continued to meet
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annually until 1940. Due to the age of the few surviving
veterans, no meetings were held after that date nor was the
charter renewed until 1965 when a group of interested de-
scendants of the founders made application to the State of
Texas and received a permanent charter. Since 1965 the de-
dicated directors of the Camp have removed several dwellings
which had been constructed in violation of the provisions of
the lapsed charter. The grounds have been cleared and are
being maintained as a verdant, quiet oasis used by area
residents and for many, many family reunions which bring
together scattered families from all over the United States.

Previously, photographs have been mailed to Dr. Ernest A.
Connally and I will ask him to transmit them to you.

Should more detailed information be needed, I will be glad
to furnish anything you desire.

Sincerely,

)/ //

R. W. Oliver, Jr.
Commander
Joseph E. Johnston Camp No. 94, C. S. A.

cc. Mr. Jerry Rogers, Acting Director, Architectural &
Historical Preservation, Department of the Interior

Mr. Cornelius W. Heine, Chief, Historical & Architectural
Surveys Division, National Park Service, Department of
the Interior :

Mr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper of Register, National Park
Service, Department of the Interior

Dr. Ernest Allen Connally
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STATE

APR2 1978

Date Entered

Rine Location

Live Oak Creek Archeological District Sheffield vicinity
Crockett, Pecos, Terrell counties

Joseph E. Johuston Confederate Mexia viecinity
Reunion Grounds Limestone County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Lloyd L. Bentsen Mr. Truett Latimer
Hon. Robert C. Krueger Executive Director, Texas State
Hon. Olin E. Teague Historical Survey Committee

P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Regional Director, Southwest Region Austin, Texas 78711

\/1’5/ Mott 4/8/76
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My, Thomas Beall Chatham, Jr.
301 East Carthage Street
Mexia, Texas 76667

Dear Mr. Chatham:

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Joseph E. Johnston Confederate
Reunion Grounds were entered in the Natiomal Register om April 2, 1976.
In evaluating the nomination submitted by Truett Latimer, the Texas State
Historic Preservation Officer, the National Register staff comcurred that
the Reunion Grounds significantly recall the period when the South's
regional consciousuness was reinforced by Civil War commemoration.

As you are aware, listing in the National Register is Federal recognition
that a property possesses historic values and is worthy of preservationm.
Leaflets describing the Natiomal Register and grants-in-aid programs
are enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

grnest Allea Connally

Ernest Allean Conmnally
Associate Director,
wm‘

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

bcc: Regional Director, Southwest Region
Director's Reading File
P PH
L _ER
FNP:CA Herrington:lw 4/2/76

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR




o

o t-5-7¢

e o

APR § 1976

¥r. Rufus W. Oliver, Jr.
Commander

Joseph E. Joimstom Camp No. 94 CSA
Groesbeck, Texas 76642

Dear Mr. Oliver:

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Joseph E. Johmston Confederate
Rewnion Grounds were entered im the National Register om April 2, 1976.
In evaluating the nomimation submitted by Truett Latimer, the Texas State
listoric Preservation Officer, the Natiomal Register staff comcurred that
the Reunion Grounds significantly recall the period whem the South's
regional cousciousness was reinforced by Civil War commemorationm.

hmmm,lﬂt&gh:&hﬂuﬂhﬂmrhmwu-
that a property possesses historic values and is worthy of preservatiom.
Leaflets describing the National Register and grants-in-aid programs

are enclosed.
Siucerely yours,
Ernest Allen Connally
Ernest Allen Commally
Associate Director,
Professional Services
Enclosures

cc: Mr., Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Statiom
Austin, Texas 78711
bece: Regional Director, Southwest Region
Director's Reading File
P PA
(PR
FNP:CA Herrington:lw 4/2/76

IC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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