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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Kendall Inn, located in the Texas Hill Country town of Boerne, is one of the few 
remaining 19th century resort hotels in Texas, and is a unique and unusually large example 
of vernacular Greek Revival architecture. 

The two-story structure, of random ashlar nature 
central block, built in 1859, flanked on each side by 
were added in 1878. The central block was built on a 
plan, with a wide hall flanked on each side by two identical rooms, 
are arranged in a linear scheme, each wing being only one room deep. 

All of the Inn's rooms open on the the south (front) galleries. The double galleries 
are the Inn's most distinctive feature and span the entire 160 f t . facade of the hotel. 
The galleries project slightly infront of the central block, expressing the form of the 
original building. The galleries are supported by square chamfered posts with simple 
caps of mitred cyma recta mouldings. The posts also have simple trachelions and plain 
brackets. The second floor railing is a simple slat balustrade. A crude rail balustrade 
was added to the first floor gallery in the early 20th century. 

The Inn's main entrance is the centrally placed double doorway in the central block. 
A similar doorway above i t gives access to the second floor gallery. The windows of the 
south (main) facade are floor to ceiling double hung 6/6 light sashes with stone lintels 
and sills. All other windows in the hotel are 6/6 light double hung sashes, but of 
slightly small dimensions than those on the main facade. 

The Inn has a simple box cornice with concealed rain gutters and a low pitched hipped 
roof of standing seam tin. 

In 1909, the Inn was completely wired for electricity, and community bathrooms were 
installed. In 1922, private baths were installed and during the 1930s, the municipal 
swimming pool was constructed adjacent to the Inn. 

The present owner of the Inn, Mrs. W. F. Grinnan, has closed the hotel by pending 
restoration of the galleries and guest rooms. The Inn has been carefully maintained 
and s t i l l has many of its original Victorian furnishings, but extensive structural work 
is necessary to preserve the galleries. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Kendall Inn, located in the Texas Hill Country town of Boerne, is one of the few 
remaining 19th century resort hotels in Texas, and is an unusual example of the vernacular 
Greek Revival applied to a large scale structure. The Kendall Inn has imported associa­
tions with early Texas travel and commerce and was visited by Robert E. 
fore he resigned from the Illinois Army to fight for the Confederacy. 

In 1859 Erastus and Sarah Reed came to Boerne from Georgia, where 
and managed hotels. The Reeds began construction of the two-story Inn 
arrival and used the local buttery yellow limestone for the structures 
House" had wide galleries and tal l windows which opened to take maximum advantage of the 
areas steady breezes. The Inn faced south on Boerne's main square, where stagecoaches, 
cattle drives and army supply convoys congreated. Boerne was an ideal location for a 
hostelry, located at the halfway point on the main road from San Antonio to Fredericksburg, 
and the Inn prospered. 

Reed permitted cattlemen to pen their livestock near the hotel, and the ranchers and 
tra i l bosses would sleep in the hotel while the cowboys remained outside with the cattle. 
Cattle, however, were not the only variety of livestock which were driven along the San 
Antonio road. In 1858 the experimental Camel Corps of the Southwest made a stopover at 
the Kendall Inn. Major H. C. Wayne of the U. S. Cavalry was in charge of the importation 
of camels for use at the forts in the southwest. The project was the inspiration of 
Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis. The camels were staked in front of the Inn on Boerne's 
Main Plaza and were tended by two Arabs and a Turk who were hired to train the cavalry in 
the proper use of camels. Col. Robert E. Lee, stationed at Fort Mason in the Hill Country, 
was a frequent visitor to the Inn and was a patron of the Inn's dining room shortly before 
he resigned his Army Commission on the eve of the Civil War. 

In 1869 Col. Henry C. King purchased the Inn from the Reeds, and advertised Boerne's 
dry Mediterranean climate as an ideal resort for asthma sufferers, victims of tuberculosis, 
and other respiratory ailments. He renamed the hotel the "King Place" and arranged to 
have the hotel made a stagecoach stop. King did not remain in Boerne long, however, be­
cause he was elected to the State Senate in 1872. His wife, Jean Adams Porland King, 
remained in Boerne and managed the hotel, hosting a widely varied clientele. King's pro­
l i f i c Senate career included appointments to the Committee on Indian Affairs, the 
Commission on Canals and Ditches, the Commission on Navigation and Irrigation and the 
Commission for the Sale and Lease of School Lands, which funded the States infant 
university system. In 1875 King was a delegate to the State's Constitutional Convention 
which was the basis for the return of local government after jfJreconstruction. From 
1877 to 1879 King was editor of the San Antonio Express, one of the State's largest daily 
newspapers. President Benjamin Harrison appointed King as the Democratic Commissioner 
from Texas to the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, his last public office 
before retirement, 

In 1878 J. C 
Inn from King and 

Rountree and W. L. Wadsworth, two Dallas businessmen, purchased the 
added the two flanking wings which housed the guest rooms. The wings 
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were harmoniously proportioned and, significantly were built in the same vernacular 
Greek Revival style as the original main block. Greek Revival was by 1878 a very 
conservative style, even in Texas where i t enjoyed great popularity. The austere 
simplicity of the Inn was an unusual contrast to the more exuberant Victorian styles 
which were coming into vogue in Texas at that time. Rountree and Wadsworth obtained 
regular stage coach service with the hotel as an overnight stop. The name of the Inn 
was changed to the "Boerne Hotel", and livery stables were constructed near the square 
for guests and stage line horses. 

In 1884 the Inn was purchased by James T. Clark, a financier, and placed under the 
management of two men named Brown and Wool is. The hotel was advertised as a health re­
sort and special arrangements were made to accommodate different dietary regimens pre­
scribed by various doctors. Free daily stagecoach service was provided to and from 
San Antonio, and a staff of local doctors remained on call for the hotel's guests. As a 
special service, nurses and servants were accommodated at half price. 

Dr. J. H. Barnitz of San Antonio acquired the Inn in 1909 and maintained i t as a 
health resort. Dr. Barnitz gave the Inn its present name and installed electrical 
wiring and community bathrooms. 

In 1922 the Inn was purchased by Robert L. and Maude Hickman. Mr. Hickman was 
Mayor of Boerne in the 1920's and 1930's and arranged to have the municipal swimning 
pool built near the Inn. 

Mrs. W. F. Grinnan bought the Kendall Inn in 1960 and made her home there. Mrs. 
Grinnan recently closed the Inn pending repairs and restoration of the extensive galleries 
which face the square. Mrs. Grinnan plans to reopen the Inn to the public in the near 
future. 

GPO 892 455 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P. O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

TRUETT LATIMER 
E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

May 5, 1975 

B i l l Lebovich 
National Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear B i l l : 

We mistakenly l e f t out t h i s wonderful photocopy o f an o l d B i l l 
o f Fare f o r the Ifendall I n n . I thought t h i s would make an 
i n t e r e s t i n g a d d i t i o n t o the Nat i o n a l Register submission. 
Since I t a l k e d w i t h you about t h i s b u i l d i n g today, I f i g u r e d 
you would know where t o send t h i s photo. 

Have fun reviewing nominations these next two months! 

Sin c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 

MDI/s 
Enclosure 
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