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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original Houston Waterworks was built by a private company, the Houston
Waterworks Company, in 1879. The waterworks was- begun shortly after the
organization of the company on April 18, 1879, and was completed by August of
the same year. The original system consgé&ed of a pumping plant to draw water
from Buffalo Bayou and pump it directly into water mains (using a Worthington
duplex steam pump with a twelve-inch bore), a pumping reservoir adjacent to the
pumphouse, and a system of underground laterals for distribution.

Until 1887 Buffalo Bayou was the sole source of water for the Houston system,
but at a later date increased numbers of artesian wells began to provide most of
the water. Giving greatly improved water quality, the artesian wells quickly came
to be the favored water source for consumers. However, the practice pf pumping
bayou water into the mains from time to time by the company irritated consumers
and made the entire privately-owned system very unpopular with the citizens. The
city authorities and the waterworks management constantly were at odds with each
other over the occasional use of bayou water. In 1904 a Supreme Court decision
prevented the Houston Waterworks Company from pumping the Buffalo Bayou water into
the city water system, but the disputes between the citizens and city officials
on one hand and the waterworks management on the other,were not solved until 1906,
when the City of Houston purchased the waterworks for $901,700. From that time to
the present the municipality has operated the Houston water system.

The extant remains of the 1879 Houston Waterworks consist of one brick and
concrete underground reservoir. This circular masonry structure with a conical
concrete covering is adjacent to the 1926 Bayou Pumping Station. It served as the
pump well for the initial pumping station at the site in 1879, but today it
functions as a sand trap on the present-day system. The reservoir is approximately
32 feet in diameter, but its depth is unknown. At the side of the 1879 pump well
are the remains of the foundation of the building thought to have been the original
waterworks pumphouse, but probably only excavation of the site would document
its identification. -

Because the remains of the 1879 Houston Waterworks are located in a landacaped
area at the side of the 1926 Bayou Pumping Station, the site of the original city
waterworks is ideal for the erection of interpretive displays to explain this century
old structure in downtown Houston.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The construction of a waterworks in Houston was a necessary step in its growth

into the metropolis which it became.

It is important, in addition, because it

included structures involved in the 1904 Supreme Court decision to prevent the
Houston Waterworks Company from pumping Buffalo Bayou water into the city water

system.

Its remains are significant as important examples of municipal water

engineering of the 1870's and are among the limited number of century old

structures in downtown Houston.

-
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
Northwest to pump reservoir of the 1879 Houston Water Works.

Much of the structure is underground. The old pumping reservoir is now

used as a sand trap for a nearby well in the present

N\Ioay



water system. The pipe entering from the side is part of this more

redent system.

The original pumping reservoir is located at the Bayou
Pumping Station in the center of Houston at 27 Artesian Street
“ouston,Texas
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(41 UV 49) Uvalde County
Hon., John G, Tower Also Notified
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen. State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Bob Lckhardt Mr. Truett Latimer
Hon. Robert C. Krueger Executive Director

Texas Historical Commission

Regional Director, Southwest Region P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Staticn

[ PR-M. Mott:fdf 5-11-76 Austin, Texas 78711

INT: 295075
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(DN, E as it appears on fed 1 register: @otHER NAMES: @dn‘iy}en'ry; @counly code:
1879 Houston Waterworks é-6-76 201
CATION street & number ‘/city / town vicinity of .lﬁtate county NPS REGION:!
27 Artesian St. Houston T Harris Southwest
@) ANER CIPRIVATE CISTATE BEUNICIPAL (JCOUNTY CIMULTIPLE D FEDERAL(agency name) ]@Aommsmmon:
D EXISTING SURVEYS CJHABS CJHAER DNNLI@FUNDED” CIYES Duo[@concnsss DISTRDCT ? ]@sounvqem NOMINATION Bﬁri Drllfnfsrt(:ilt g e
WITHIN mm REGISTER WISTONIL BISTRIEY ? ‘ @mm NATIEMAL HISTORIC LANDMANK? ACREAGE . P
" Dhis aﬁ' £ ¥es, NAME OL/ _1.Oocar  CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION
@CONDITION Gdeteriorated il tered @original site @Ieatures: o CJSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ,Dsuasuumm INTACT-2 gt‘]sussunnumuucr-a
Oexcellent QOruins Dunaltered Omoved O OINOT INTACT=O 2[:} NOT INTACT=0 SOINOT INTACT - ©
Ogood Ounexposed Oreconstructed (Junknown ;.WiD UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN-5 >D“HK“0WN -6
Ofair Dunexcavated Dexcavated Z0No0T APPLICABLE =7 uD NOT APPLICABLE-8 Zonor APPLICABLE - B

@ ACCESS [®ES-Restricted []YES

=Unrestricted

O No Access [ Unknown |@DADAPTIVE UsE OVESANTI@)

_ SAVED? DD YES

1S PRQPERTY A ‘HI‘STORIC Dlsrmcr‘* (jyeq
CLAIMS explain
first’'0O

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : D ENGINEERING =11 J LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15 [JPOLITICS/GOVT.* 21 [JRECREATION -28

CJARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric=2  [J COMMERCE -6 D ENTERTAINMENT-26 O LAW-185 ) RELIGION=22 O SETTLEMENT=29

() ARCHEOLOGY = historic-1 O COMMUNICATIONS -7 (D EXPLORATION -12 O LITERATURE =17 O SCIENCE= 23 O URBAN PLANNING-31 | «o1dest’ O

O AGRICULTURE -3 [ CONSERVATION =8 O HEALTH=27 CJ MILITARY - [) SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)

O ARCHITECTURE=-4 OJ ECONOMICS~-9 B-THDUSTRY =13 O MusIc= 18 [J SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30  ___ ‘only’ O

O ART=5 (] EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION =14 O PHILOSOPHY = 20 [ TRANSPORTATION =25

netions : . dates of initial constructifl’ ETHNIC GROUP
Q::: ulsro;cmv SIGNIFICANT: M‘“—Q ® major alterations : /8‘77 T
CURRENTLY: s historic events:

@ architectural style(s): @@architect: master builder: @engineer:

@ artist:

@artilan:

@landsoape architect, garden designer: @interior decorator:

uilder/pBntractor:
on Waterworks Co.

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS ©

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

c.«\pf'\sl$
Circular brick reservoir with a conical concrete covering <onstitutes

remains of 1879 Houston Waterworkse

originally served as pu for initial pumping station, now functions as sand trap for 1926 Bayou
umping Station. [ Important Wxample of municipal water engineeringD

reviewers initials_HUN" ____date 7' 5+ 771 sl |- ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSE



