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1 . N A M E 

C O M M O N : 

P.A.Smith H o t e l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

{ 2 . L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Rai l road S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

N a r a s o t a 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T 

2 . — C h a r l e s W i l s o n 
S T A T E 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T Y ; 

Grimes 
C O D E 
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Grimes 185 
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CATEGORY 
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• D i s t r i c t (XI B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b i e c t 

• P u b l i c 

X I P r iYo te 

• Bo th 
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Q Occup ied 

[ in U noccup ied 
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X ] R e s t r i c t e d 

] U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE fChecIc One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta i nmen t 

1 I Government 

I 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 i Museum 

• Pork 

I 1 P r i v o t e Res idence 

[ I R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Tronsportot-''^^ 
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4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 
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C I T Y O R T O W N ; 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Anderson Texas 
RgPRESjNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYs" 

048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; 1 9 7 4 • F e d e r a l ^ State • Coun ty • L o c a l O 
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O 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

BOX 12276 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E ; 

Texas 
C O D E C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E ; 

Texas 



17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

• E x c e l l e n t I D Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d X l U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

O Moved 52 Or i g i na l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( 1 1 k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The three story structure i s constructed of rough lime­
stone rubble with cast i r o n facade at the f i r s t f l o o r 
and cast iron s i l l s and arched decorative l i n t e l s on the 
second and t h i r d f l o o r . The f r o n t facade i s capped with 
a pressed t i n cornice. The openings on the north and east 
facades have stone segmented arch l i n t e l s and. cast iron 
s i l l s . The east or rear facade has been stuccoed. A l l 
of the exterior windows are six over six l l t e s . 

The buildinec measures approximately 50* by 80*. The walls 
are s o l i d limestone and about two feet i n width at the 
f i r s t f l o o r reducing to 12 inches at the t h i r d f l o o r . The 
f i r s t f l o o r has been modified to accomodate various com­
mercial establishments, but s t i l l retains the central 
stairway. The o r i g i n a l hotel room organization i s preserved 
on the second and t h i r d f l o o r . This room organization 
consists of a central hallway from f r o n t to rear with 
rooms to either side. A smaller hallway, also running 
from f r o n t to rear,is found along the south wall and pro­
vides a back access f o r the rooms on that side. Natural 
l i g h t illuminates the central halls on the second and 
t h i r d f l o o r from a roof skylig h t and l i g h t w e l l . Cther 
i n t e r i o r features include wainscoting In the h a l l s , 
balustrated s t a i r opening and l i g h t w e l l and feather-
graining f i n i s h on the paneled doors which s t i l l r e t a i 
t h e i r painted room numbers. 

The o r i g i n a l canopy at the f i r s t f l o o r exterior was suppor­
ted by columns at the street and offered protected access 
to the nine sets of double doors. The canopy was l a t e r 
lowered and suspended from i r o n hangers imbedded i n the 
wa l l . The o r i g i n a l skylight cov--̂ r on the roof was a small 
frame structure with double hunac windows on a l l four sides. 
The windows could be raised and the a i r on the i n t e r i o r 
would be n a t u r a l l y drawn from the second and t h i r d f l o o r 
through the l i g h t w e l l and out the open windows i n the 
skylight structiare. Access to the skylight structure was 
provided by a small set of i n t e r i o r s t a i r s . The s t a i r s to 
the roof s t i l l remain but the functional skylight cover 
has been replaced with a sealed metal and glass cover. 

The Grimes County H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee presently owns 
the b u i l d i n g and i s i n the process of r a i s i n g funds for i t s 
restoration. The f i r s t f l o o r w i l l continue to be used fo r 
commercial tenant space, the second f l o o r w i l l be used for 

community meetings and events and the t h i r d f l o o r w i l l be 
used fo r small private meeting rooms. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

P E R I O D ( C h e c k One or More as Approp r fa te> 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

X Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (*//.4pplrcable and Known) TH76" 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

X A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

( X Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

i 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

~] I n v e n t i o n 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

17^ Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I I T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specity) 

U 

I -

UJ 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Although 19th century commercial architecture abounds i n 
other Texas c i t i e s such as Galveston, The P.A. Smith Hotel 
i n Navasota stands as a unique Texas blend of native lime­
stone construction with the sophistication of cast iron 
d e t a i l i n g . B u i l t i n I876 by Captain P h i l i p Aurene Smith, 
the structure served as a hotel u n t i l the death of his wife 
i n 1890. After that time, the urper f l o o r s were used as the 
private residence of the Smith family while the f i r s t f l o o r 
was leased as commercial space. The building was maintained 
by members of the Smith estate u n t i l 19^^ when i t was sold 
to Martin Allen. I t was l a t e r sold to Eddie Coneley who 
deeded the oroperty to the Grimes County H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
Committee. 

P.A. Smith was born 
1829. He studied to 
a Job i n Springfield 
Abraham Lincoln, f a l 
(Northern Democrat) 
Join the Confederate 
Brigade. By 1868, Sm 
teaching, s e t t l e d I n 

i n Lewis County, New York on March 21, 
be a schooltea^.her and f i r s t accepted 
, I l l i n o i s . A good f r i e n d of Smiths, 
led to persuade him from his Copperhead 
p o l i t i c s and Smith traveled south to 
Army, Company A, 12th Regiment, Parson's 

i t h , a f t e r havinc- returned to school-
Hillsbo r o , Texas. 

Smith soon found his way to Navasota i n I869 where he 
engaged i n many business adventures. As well as building 
and operating the hotel, he organized the Navasota Weekly 
Tablet . a newspaper catering to the p o l i t i c s of the con­
servative Southern Democrats, i n addition to a f u r n i t i r e 
store, a cotton business and extensive r e a l estate. Smith 
b u i l t the Navasota Opera House that brought many plays 
and larger stage companies to Navasota. Smith i s recognized 
i n l o c a l h i s t o r y as a man whose p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d manner 
contributed greatly to the c u l t u r a l enlightenment and 
commercial success of Navasota. 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

( l . NAME 

T e x a s 

Grimes 
FOR NPSi USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R UMB'E 

C O M M O N : P.A. S m i t h H o t e l r . 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

R a i l r o a d 

on 

1/1 

UJ 

UJ 

«/>• 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Navasota 
S T A T E : 

T e x a s 
C O D E C O U N T Y ; 

Grimes 155 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

U. S. Geological Survey 

i:24UUU 

1958 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow, 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 'TT-V-*?; 
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Name Location 
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Fayette County 
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Hon. J.J. (Jake) Pickle 
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Hon. Abrahast :<asen« Jr* 
Regional Director, Southwest 
Keglon 

PR MMott/bsh 

State Historic Freeervetlon Officer 
}Sx, Truett Latlicer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Survey Coraialttee 
Fost Office Box 12/76, Cepitol Station 
JUistln, Texas 78711 

4/21/75 
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TX 
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' C r i m e s 

code 

1»5 
OWNT:R OF PROPERTY; ( C i r c l e ) PRIVATE STATS LOCAL GOV'T .MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADHINISTRATOR(underiine) FEDEPJO.(AGENCY IIA:iE) : 

NPS REGI0:J : (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLAiNTIC SOUTHEAST KIDVrt:ST 

SOUTH'. TEST ROCKY l'.OU:-!TAIN 

F E A T U R E S : IHTEFICR 
^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t 

unknown - 4 
_ no t a p p l i c a b l e - 7 

EXTEPIOP. 
-1 iSSuhsta'-.t i ally ir.ti 

Vi-EST PACIFIC KORTHv-TST 

EtWIFOI.'S -
t a c t - 2 — S'obstancial lv i n t a c t - 3 

_u.'ikr.ovn.-5 J^\inkr.cv.T\ -6 
"not app l i c ab l e - 8 ..j^-t a p ? l i c = i l e - 9 

C O N D I T I O N - - C x C f u I N t 
' ^ 0 0 0 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , c n v i r - n s not i n t a c c - 0 

^ ^ A L T C R C O ^ f ^ l G I N A l S I T C 

A L T E R C O _ M 0 V E 0 

-Recons t ruc ted _Unk.''.cwn 
-Excavated 

_ D E T t R I O R A T t O 

_ R U I N S 

_ U N E X R O S E 0 

—Unexcavat'?'^ 

ACCESS-

historic district 

Yes-restricted Yes-ur-restrictec 

YES HO 

WITHIN NATIC:;AL FXGISTER HISTOPJC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAy£: 

.0 access 

YES 

Unknown 

NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAJiD.̂ A.RX? 
IF YES, NA.VX: 

YES NO 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; vrs. NO Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use " i c a b u l a r y words) 

then- HOTEL 

now- NOT IN USE 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ A R C H t u l O 0 V r f lCH ls rOR iC 

ARCMEOLOflY HlSrORlC 

- > G n i C U L T U R E 

j ^ l R C H I T C C r u R E " T 

_ A » r . 

^ O U M I R C f — W 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

- .ECONOMICS 

-.tOUCAIlON 

_CNGINEERINC 

_ I X P L O R A I I O N 

-JNOUSTHY 

—INVENIlON 

f i r s t - YES NO 

- . t A N O S C A f E ARCHITECTURE 

_LAw/Cov ' c /po l l t i c s 
_ U T e R A T U H C 

—.MIUTARY 

_ M U S I C 

— f H l l O S O r H Y 

_ r O L I > l C i . C O V f R N M E N T 

'* oldest'- YES NO 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

— S O O A U H U M A N I T A R I A N 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPtCI fY) 

only'-' 

cntertalnmcnc 
health 
recreat ion 
sectlencnt 

_ s o c l o / c u l t u r a l 
urban & conimun 

p lann ing 

YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! 

architect/m.builder: 

landscapc/tjarden designer: 

interior decorator; 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

N A M E S : 

ITALIANATE 

(label role 
& 

appropriace date) 

personal 

events 

engineer; 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor; 

institutional 

D A T E S : D7,TE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1^76 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORIC;a.LY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : NOMINATION) PRIVATE ^STAT .̂, LOCAL GOVT fiUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) 1 a c r e 

C O M M E N T S : (ii^clude architectural information here) Limestone, cast-iron|^ 3 s tor ies , rec-

tangular, f l a t roof , i n t e r i o r chimneys ^^A£j>=aiDr5L»./-cia^4rii^;3>-^^ 2riS--&>5T?d-stxu:xf''"«a£t-
2r\£A- OLAd 3"* - sMTixj- luxrvAAOi LUIW- dAtAflLKW Cflj5+=irm uiia ciMdL Kwyl n^iMX', 

j<rQiy~>dji^rw...,a3^lI^--aJ^ brSu>kete\i<^enticulated pressed-

t i n cornicej^ 1st-story f u l l - w i d t h canopyj; i n t e r i o r l i g h t . j f e l l ; 4^^»v^jfu^nverted to private 

residencey^ restoration_ i n progress^ ITALIANATE. B u i l t foi^ Capj^^ifr HTi l ip Aurene Smith, 

early Navasota entrepreneur and^^veloper>;^J4^ Grimes County. 
^ I I 

S i G N I F I C A N C E t d n a x i m u m two sentences) 


