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{2. _LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

Railroad Street

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Navasota 2.--Charles Wilson
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carecor e
[C] District X Building [] Public Public Acquisition: (] Occupied Yes:
[] Site [ Structure |X] Private . In Process 00 Unoccupied K] Restricted
[] Object (] Both [ Being Considered [] Preservation work L3 Uinnateictnd
in progress O No
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[] Agricultural [C] Government ] Park
[] Commercial [ Industrial [7] Private Residence
[[] Educational [ Military [C] Religious
[C] Entertainment ] Museum [C] Scientific —S5X
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z
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DATE oF sURVEY: 1974 [] Federal K] State [] County ) Local ; .
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7. DESCRIPTION

(Check O‘no)
CONBITION [C] Excellent X Good (O] Fair [[] Deteriorated [[] Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[C] Altered ) Unaltered [] Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The three story structure is constructed of rough lime-
stone rubble with cast iron facade at the first floor
and cast iron sills and arched decorative lintels on the
second and third floor. The front facade is capped with
a pressed tin cornice. The openings on the north and east
facades have stone segmented arch lintels and cast iron
sills. The east or rear facade has been stuccoed. All

of the exterior windows are six over six lites.

The building measures approximately 50' by 80'. The walls
are solid limestone and about two feet in width at the
first floor reducing to 12 inches at the third floor. The
first floor has been modified to accomodate various com-
mercial establishments, but still retains the central
stairway. The original hotel room organization 1s preserved
on the second and third floor. This room organization
consists of a central hallway from front to rear with
rooms to either side. A smaller hallway, also running
from front to rear,is found 2long the south wall and pro-
vides a back access for the rooms on that side. Natural
light illuminates the central halls on the second and
third floor from a roof skylight and lightwell, Other
interior features include wainscoting in the halls,
balustrated stair opening and lightwell and feather-
graining finish on the paneled doors which still retail
their painted room numbers.

The original canopy at the first floor exterior was suppor-
ted by columns at the street and offered protected access
to the nine sets of double doors, The canopy was later
lowered and suspended from iron hangers imbedded in the
wall. The original skylight cover on the roof was o small
frame structure with double hung windows on all four sides.
The windows could be raised and the air on the interior
would be naturally drawn from the second and third floor
through the lightwell and out the open windows in the
skylight structure. Access to the skylight structure was
provided by a small set of interior stalrs. The stairs to
the roof still remain but the functional skylight cover
has been replaced with a sealed metal and gless cover,

The Grimes County Historical Survey Committee presently owns
the building and is in the process of raising funds for its
restoration. The first floor will continue to be used for
commercial tenant space, the second floor will be used for

community meetings and events and the third floor will be
used for small private meeting rooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although 19th century commercial architecture abounds in
other Texas cities such as Galveston, The P.,A. Smith Hotel
in Navasota stands as a unique Texas blend of native lime-
stone construction with the sophistication of cast iron
detailing. Built in 1876 by Captain Philip Aurene Smith,
the structure served as a hotel until the death of his wife
in 1890, After that time, the uvper floors were used as the
private residence of the Smith family while the first floor
was leased as commercial space. The building was maintained
by members of the Smith estate until 1944 when it was sold
to Martin Allen. It was later sold to Eddie Coneley who
deeded the property to the Grimes County Historical Survey
Committee,

P.A. Smith was born in Lewis County, New York on March 21,
1829, He studied to be a schoolteacher and first accepted

a job in Springfield, Illinois. A good friend of Smiths,
Abraham Lincoln, failed to persuade him from his Copperhead
(Northern Democrat) politics and Smith traveled south to

join the Confederate Army, Company A, 12th Regiment, Parson's
Brigade, By 1868, Smith, after having returned to school-
teaching, settled in Hillsboro, Texas,

Smith soon found his way to Navasota in 1869 where he
engaged in many business adventures. As well as building
and operating the hotel, he organized the Navasota Weekly
Tablet , a newspaper catering to the politics of the con-
servative Southern Democrats. In addition to a furnitire
store, a cotton business and extensive real estate, Smith
built the Navasota Opera House that brought many plays

and larger stage companies to Navasota. Smith is recognized
in local history as a man whose public-spirited manner
contributed greatly to the cultural enlightenment and
commercial success of Navasota,
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