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Q DESCRIPTION 
C O N D I T I O N CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED XUNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE 
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_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ernst M a r t i n Kohl B u i l d i n g i s located i n the r a i l r o a d depot d i s t r i c t 
i n Denison, a r a i l r o a d and i n d u s t r i a l center i n n o r t h Texas. Within 
two blocks of the l o c a t i o n of the o l d Union S t a t i o n , the Missouri-Kansas-
Texas, the Southern P a c i f i c , the F r i s c o , the Kansas-Oklahoma-Gulf, and 
the Texas-Pacific depots, stands the combination h o t e l , e a r l y mercantile 
s t o r e , and residence. 

The Kohl b u i l d i n g i s a three and one-half s t o r y b u i l d i n g which i n ­
corporates b r i c k upper s t o r i e s above an e a r l i e r one-story stone b u i l d i n g , 
The one-story s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t i n 1893 as Kohl's mercantile store and 
saloon, had the upper s t o r i e s added between 1908 and 1910 as the Kohl 
f a m i l y ' s residence, used l a t e r as the "Hotel Traveler's Home." 

B u i l t t o sus t a i n the v i b r a t i o n s o f the many t r a i n s moving through the 
area, the b u i l d i n g i s one o f the s t u r d i e s t s t r u c t u r e s i n Denison. The 
lower f l o o r w a l l s are over two f o o t t h i c k and o f limestone block 
q u a r r i e d on the s i t e . Four entrances provide access t o the lower s t o r y . 
The n o r t h facade has one stor e e n t r y w i t h o r i g i n a l double doors flanked 
by two large s i x over s i x l i g h t windows, a l l w i t h f a n l i g h t s . The 
attached "buggy shed", which forms an e l t o the east of the b u i l d i n g , has 
a p a i r of large wooden doors under a stone segmental arch. The west 
facade has the other two stor e e n t r i e s , both having double doors and 
f a n l i g h t s , and one having s i d e - l i g h t s . A s i x over s i x l i g h t window 
also w i t h f a n l i g h t s i s between the e n t r i e s . A canopy w i t h pressed 
metal ro o f extends from the s t r u c t u r e t o the curb on the n o r t h and 
west sides and i s supported by paneled concrete p i e r s . 

The f r o n t room and the west room on the Crockett S t r e e t side o f the 
f i r s t f l o o r have b u i l t - i n cabinets and sh e l v i n g constructed ca. 1910, 
which are s t i l l i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . A wine c e l l a r i s i n the 
eastern p o r t i o n o f the f i r s t f l o o r t o the side o f the o l d mercantile 
s t o r e . I n s c r i p t i o n s o f important happenings and dates were w r i t t e n 
on the b r i c k w a l l s i n the wine c e l l a r by the Kohl f a m i l y on important 
occasions. 

Access t o the upper s t o r i e s i s gained v i a an outside stone stairway 
which winds around the southeast corner o f the f i r s t f l o o r t o a c e n t r a l 
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oval-glassed door on the second s t o r y of the south facade. Each 
facade incorporates a three bay composition w i t h b e l t courses of 
p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k located a t f l o o r and window s i l l l e v e l s . The bays 
are defined by coupled windows on the n o r t h and west and s i n g l e 
windows on the south and east facades. A l l windows on the second and 
t h i r d s t o r i e s are segmentally arched s i x over one pane double hung 
sash. Borrowed from the Edwardian s t y l e , the two o r i e l windows and the 
other gable ends are the most handsomely executed e x t e r i o r d e t a i l of 
the e c l e c t i c composition. H a l f - t i m b e r i n g , decorative brackets, and 
bargeboards d i s t i n g u i s h the o r i e l s which are incorporated i n t o the 
roof gables. 

The multi-gabled r o o f i s s t i l l the o r i g i n a l pressed metal sheets 
stamped w i t h an imbricated p a t t e r n . Clipped gable dormers w i t h 
coupled windcw3,and p y r a m i d a l l y capped dormers w i t h s i n g l e windove define 
the bays below. O r g i n a l l y , a c e n t r a l l y located, p y r a m i d a l l y capped 
cupola graced the r o o f - l i n e , but was removed i n the 1960's. A 
telescoping f l a g p o l e was rais e d and lowered through a hole i n the cupola 
f l o o r i n t o the hallway of the t h i r d f l o o r , a l l o w i n g f o r Kohl's f l a g s t o 
be e a s i l y changed. Several t a l l , corbeled b r i c k chimneys were also 
removed i n the 1950's. 

The upper s t o r i e s encompass seventeen rooms. There are s i x rooms,in­
c l u d i n g a k i t c h e n , plus a bathroom, two w a l k - i n c l o s e t s , and a back 
porch on the second f l o o r . The t h i r d f l o o r plan i s much l i k e a h o t e l 
w i t h s i m i l a r rooms connected by a c e n t r a l h a l l w i t h a bath a t one end. 
A c l o s e t w i t h i n a c l o s e t which i s yet i n s i d e another c l o s e t i s located 
under the stairway t o the f o u r t h f l o o r and i s said t o have been used f o r 
storage of valuables. A balcony above the k i t c h e n e l was c a l l e d the 
"roof garden" by the Kohl f a m i l y and has a raised parapet w a l l forming the 
balustrade. The f o u r t h f l o o r encompasses s i x rooms, and a combination 
bathroom, storage space, and stairway t o the r o o f . The b u i l d i n g i s 
designed f o r good cross v e n t i l a t i o n , i n c o r p o r a t i n g transoms and screens on 
a l l doors connected t o the hallways. Two s k y l i g h t s , one i n the hallway 
and one i n an i n t e r i o r room, are used f o r e x t r a i l l u m i n a t i o n since the 
domer windows are r a t h e r small. A l l hardware i n c l u d i n g doorknobs, 
locksets, drawer p u l l s , hinges, and transom c o n t r o l s are brass-plated 

copper,adding t o the richness o f d e t a i l , 

fcontinued) 
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The i n t e r i o r s of the upper s t o r i e s are d i s t i n g u i s h e d by d e t a i l i n g 
which i s i n the P r a i r i e s t y l e . Superb craftsmanship i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
the i n t r i c a t e , beaded wood paneling t h a t encases doccs, windows,and 
cabinets i n the second f l o o r main d i n i n g room. A b u i l t - i n serving 
b u f f e t blends w i t h the high mahogany wainscoting and p l a t e r a i l , 
i m p a rting elegance t o the d i n i n g room. Metal c e i l i n g s throughout are 
supported by carved beams or wood s t r i p s forming a g r i d p a t t e r n . 
F i n e l y d e t a i l e d second f l o o r doors include leaded stained glass and f l o r a l 
patterned etched glass. 

The "Hotel Traveler's Home" was ad v e r t i s e d as f i r e - p r o o f , being of 
unusually sound c o n s t r u c t i o n . Kohl used a corrugated s t e e l l a t h e 
instead o f the common wood l a t h e of the period under a p l a s t e r f i n i s h . 
Sand was packed between the f l o o r j o i s t s , and sheet metal applied t o 
a l l c e i l i n g s and c l o s e t i n t e r i o r s f o r extra f i r e p r o o f i n g . 

A two and one-half s t o r y c a r r i a g e house i s located t o the southeast of 
the main b u i l d i n g . A h a l f - t i m b e r i n g e f f e c t i s c a r r i e d over from the 
o r i e l windows o f the Kohl b u i l d i n g and incorporated on the s i d i n g o f 
the c a r r i a g e house. A c l i p p e d gable roof i s used w i t h shed-roofed 
dormers t o e i t h e r side. Large c e n t r a l double doors allow access of 
ve h i c l e s , and l o f t doors above are i n d i c a t i v e of a hay l o f t . The 
s t r u c t u r e i s i n poor c o n d i t i o n , the roof leaks badly, and the whole 
b u i l d i n g i s leaning t o one side, but the owners intend t o r e s t o r e 
and incorporate i t i n t o t h e i r r e s t a u r a n t p l a n . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Denison, i n northeastern Grayson County f i v e miles south o f o l d 
Colbert's Ferry on the Red River, i s a r a i l r o a d and i n d u s t r i a l 
center which came i n t o existence as a stop on the B u t t e r f i e l d 
Overland M a i l Route i n 1858. The town was named f o r George 
Denison, d i r e c t o r of the Missouri,Kansas and Texas Railroad when 
t h a t l i n e was b u i l t i n 1872. Served al s o by the Kansas,Oklahoma, 
and Gulf and the St. Louis, San Francisco and Texas Railroads, 
Denison i s the l o c a t i o n of numerous r a i l r o a d stops. 

Ernst M a r t i n Kohl was one o f those p r o f i t i n g from the r a i l r o a d boom 
t h a t followed the C i v i l War. Bom i n Weimar, Germany i n 1857, the son 
of a r a i l r o a d d i r e c t o r , Kohl's i n t e r e s t i n r a i l r o a d s s t a r t e d a t an 
e a r l y age. As a student i n n a v i g a t i o n school, Mr. Kohl e n l i s t e d i n 
the German Navy a t Hamburg i n 1873. Advancing t o the rank o f cap t a i n , 
he served f o r fourteen years i n the German Navy and Merchant Marine. 
Kohl came t o Texas i n 1884 and v i s i t e d A u s t i n where c o n s t r u c t i o n on 
the State C a p i t o l B u i l d i n g was i n progress. He was connected w i t h 
the p r o j e c t f o r a short time, u n t i l moving t o Denison i n 1855 where he 
estab l i s h e d a grocery business t h a t prospered. Moving from two e a r l i e r 
l o c a t i o n s , i n 1893 Kohl took h i s business i n t o the hub o f the r a i l r o a d 
shop d i s t r i c t t o the 300 East Main S t r e e t l o c a t i o n . 

Kohl was l i n k e d t o r a i l r o a d i n g i n several other ways. He was General 
Agent f o r the F r i s c o Lot and Land Company, b r i n g i n g prospective 
s e t t l e r s by r a i l r o a d t o inspect railroad-owned lands i n Oklahoma 
which he sold on commission. As a devoted observer o f the i n d u s t r y . 
Kohl had an extensive c o l l e c t i o n o f r a i l r o a d memoribilia i n c l u d i n g 
b i l l s o f l a d i n g on the f i r s t f r e i g h t shipped t o Denison by several 
d i f f e r e n t r a i l r o a d s and the o r i g i n a l Denison sign t h a t marked the 
f i r s t s t a t i o n t h e r e . 

(continued) 
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E.M. Kohl's general grocery s t o r e and saloon prospered i n the r a i l r o a d 
d i s t r i c t l o c a t i o n . I n 1908, he s t a r t e d c o n s t r u c t i o n on h i s residence 
b u i l t above the s t o r e . The two and one-half s t o r y residence, using 
70,000 b r i c k s , was b u i l t on top o f the e x i s t i n g one-story stone 
s t r u c t u r e . The Kohl f a m i l y opened the "Hotel Traveler's Home" i n 
1929 i n the lower p o r t i o n s o f t h e i r residence. Railroad passengers 
and crewmen, and "drummers" were the usual guests,however,the d i n i n g 
room was always reserved f o r f a m i l y and f r i e n d s . 

Kohl closed h i s grocery and saloon i n 1933, s h o r t l y before his death 
i n 1935. The "Hotel Traveler's Home" was i n operation f o r a r e l a t i v e l y 
short time, c l o s i n g sometime a f t e r Kohl's death but Before 1940. 
The I n t e r s t a t e Fine A r t s Society occupied the f i r s t f l o o r of the 
b u i l d i n g from 1949-1951 and was the only commercial occupation a f t e r 
the h o t e l ' s c l o s i n g . Mrs. Erna Wilson, E.M. Kohl's daughter and 
ad m i n i s t r a t o r f o r her f a t h e r ' s e s t a t e , sold the land and b u i l d i n g 
at 300 East Main S t r e e t t o the Bud Tuckers i n 1968. The Tuckers,local 
antique dealers, used the space f o r storage and kept the b u i l d i n g 
i n t a c t . The Tuckers sold the p r o p e r t y i n 1975, t o Dr. and Mrs. D.H. 
Brandt of Denison, whose three sons are i n the process of r e s t o r i n g 
the b u i l d i n g f o r use as a re s t a u r a n t and p r i v a t e c l u b . The backyard 
and wine c e l l a r w i l l be u t i l i z e d as a beer garden, w i t h plans c a l l i n g 
f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the adjacent barn as w e l l . 

The Ernst M a r t i n Kohl B u i l d i n g , p r e s e n t l y under r e s t o r a t i o n f o r adaptive 
reuse, i s important t o Denison as a t a n g i b l e l i n k w i t h the c i t y ' s 
r a i l r o a d h e r i t a g e . The present owners, r e a l i z i n g the h i s t o r i c value 
of the b u i l d i n g , are emphasizing t h i s connection by u t i l i z i n g a 
r a i l r o a d theme i n t h e i r propsed "Down By The S t a t i o n " restaurant and 
club. I n a d d i t i o n t o being h i s t o r i c a l l y important t o Denison, the 
Kohl B u i l d i n g i s s i g n i f i c a n t t o the community as a f i n e example o f 
e c l e c t i c a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

GPO 892 455 
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unltnovm -6 
_Not appl3cablc-9 

C O N D I T I O N - -EXCELLENT 

l^^XOOO 

_ F A I R 

ACCESS-

— In t e r i o r , exterior, environs not intact-0 
_0tTER10RATED .^iJJMALTtRED <^9.\ 

_ R O I N S 

_UN£XPOSED 

—t'nexcavate'l 

. ^ iUNALT tRED 

—ALTERED 

-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

ORIGINAL SITE 

_ M O V t O 

_Un)<Lncwn 

Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d ^^Yes-unre 

historic district*^ YES 

stricte^ No access L'nltnown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES C3 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAIIDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

A D A P T I V E U S E : 

F U N C T I O N (S); (use "bcabulary words) 

NO Saved ? YES NO 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ARCMeOLOl iY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOIOGV HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

Jl^RCHITECTURE 

iLCOMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

firsts YES 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

- l A N O S C A P E ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / G o v ' t / p o l i t i c S —SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

—MIUTARY — S O a A l / H U M A N I T A H I A N 

—MUSIC 

— PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMEN 

IZTRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPEClfYI 

entertainment 
_health 

recreation 
settlement 
soclo/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

**oldest-' YES NO **only'-' YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.* ^ / ^ c A c L 

architecV'm.builder; ^ ^ A . Z : ^ ^ engineer; 

landscap(/garden designer; artist/artisan: 

interior decorator; builder/contractor; 

ETHNIC GROUP: (^^. 

NAMES; 
( l abe l r o l e 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal ^^,/ /„^,Ar, yj^ ^ ^^'^ ^ "^'^ /^^ ^ 

events 

institutional 

DATES: DATE OF CONST.RUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): / f 9 J 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTEPJVTIONS: / 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): / ^ f j ' / f / O 

S O U R C E . (OP NOMINATION) 

OTHER 

PRIVATE 

FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E : 
/ 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S : , (include ral information here) 
cross Qihh.^ ^<^^(^*i^ 

!«II.Hi III I <il jiXlfl^^^ j^^tmy)orx^''l'l^cXt.e( ^ ^ r w i ' . r f i , / '"y!^ .tT.ni4f •H_f|-' '^"'•'^ n„nAr,-r, 

- M - ^ Z l ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ ^ c j € , o £ > / r ^ t o ^ ^ ^ ^ .)[j;(Lut<S 


