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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ernst Martin Kohl Building is located in the railroad depot district
in Denison, a railroad and industrial center in north Texas. Within

two blocks of the location of the o0ld Union Station, the Missouri-Kansas-
Texas, the Southern Pacific, the Frisco, the Kansas-Oklahoma-Gulf, and
the Texas-Pacific depots, stands the combination hotel, early mercantile
store, and residence.

The Kohl building is a three and one-half story building which in-
corporates brick upper stories above an earlier one-story stone building.
The one-story structure, built in 1893 as Kohl's mercantile store and
saloon, had the upper stories added between 1908 and 1910 as the Kohl
family's residence, used later as the "Hotel Traveler's Home."

Buyilt to sustain the vibrations of the many trains moving through the
area, the building is one of the sturdiest structures in Denison. The
lower floor walls are over two foot thick and of limestone block
quarried on the site. Four entrances provide access to the lower story.
The north facade has one store entry with original double doors flanked
by two large six over six light windows, all with fanlights. The
attached"buggy shed), which forms an el to the east of the building, has
a pair of large wooden doors under a stone segmental arch. The west
facade has the other two store entries, both having double doors and
fanlights, and one having side-lights. A six over six light window
also with fanlights is between the entries. A canopy with pressed
metal roof extends from the structure to the curb on the north and
west sides and is supported by paneled concrete piers.

The front room and the west room on the Crockett Street side of the
first floor have built-in cabinets and shelving constructed ca. 1910,
which are still in excellent condition. A wine cellar is in the
eastern portion of the first floor to the side of the old mercantile
store. Inscriptions of important happenings and dates were written
on the brick walls in the wine cellar by the Kohl family on important
occasions. i -

Access to the upper stories is gained via an outside stone stairway
which winds around the southeast corner of the first floor to a central

(continued)
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oval-glassed door on the second story of the south facade. Each
facade incorporates a three bay composition with belt courses of
projecting brick located at floor and window sill levels. The bays
are defined by coupled windows on the north and west and single
windows on the south and east facades. All windows on the second and
third stories are segmentally arched six over one pane double hung
sash. Borrowed from the Edwardian style, the two oriel windows and the
other gable ends are the most handsomely executed exterior detail of
the eclectic composition. Half-timbering, decorative brackets, and
bargeboards distinquish the oriels which are incorporated into the
roof gables.

The multi-gabled roof is still the original pressed metal sheets

stamped with an imbricated pattern. Clipped gable dormers with

coupled windows,and pyramidally capped dormers with single windows define
the bays below. Orginally, a centrally located, pyramidally capped
cupola graced the roof-line, but was removed in the 1960's. A
telescoping flagpole was raised and lowered through a hole in the cupola
floor into the hallway of the third floor, allowing for Kohl's flags to
be easily changed. Several tall, corbeled brick chimneys were also
removed in the 1960's.

The upper stories encompass seventeen rooms. There are six rooms, in-
cluding a kitchen, plus a bathroom, two walk-in closets, and a back

porch on the second floor. The third floor plan is much like a hotel
with similar rooms connected by a central hall with a bath at one end.

A closet within a closet which is yet inside another closet is located
under the stairway to the fourth floor and is said to have been used for
storage of valuables. A balcony above the kitchen el was called the

"roof garden" by the Kohl family and has a raised parapet wall forming the
balustrade. The fourth floor encompasses six rooms, and a combination
bathroom, storage space, and stairway to the roof. The building is
designed for good cross ventilation, incorporating transoms and screens on
all doors connected to the hallways. Two skylights, one in the hallway
and one in an interior room, are used for extra illumination since the
dormer windows are rather small. All hardware including doorknobs,
locksets, drawer pulls, hinges, and transom controls are brass-plated

copper,adding to the richness of detail.

tontinued)
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The interiors of the upper stories are distinquished by detailing

which is in the Prairie style. Superb craftsmanship is reflected in

the intricate, beaded wood paneling that encases doars, windows,and
cabinets in the second floor main dining room. A built-in serving

buffet blends with the high mahogany wainscoting and plate rail,

imparting elegance to the dining room. Metal ceilingsthroughout are
supported by carved beams or wood strips forming a grid pattern.

Finely detailed second floor doors include leaded stained glass and floral
patterned etched glass.

The "Hotel Traveler's Home" was advertised as fire-proof, being of
unusually sound construction. Kohl used a corrugated steel lathe
instead of the common wood lathe of the period under a plaster finish.
Sand was packed between the floor joists, and sheet metal applied to
all ceilings and closet interiors for extra fireproofing.

A two and one-half story carriage house is located to the southeast of
the main building. A half-timbering effect is carried over from the
oriel windows of the Kohl building and incorporated on the siding of
the carriage house. A clipped gable roof is used with shed-roofed
dormers to either side. Large central double doors allow access of
vehicles, and loft doors above are indicative of a hay loft. The
structure is in poor condition, the roof leaks badly, and the whole
building is leaning to one side, but the owners intend to restore

and incorporate it into their restaurant plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Denison, in northeastern Grayson County five miles south of old
Colbert's Ferry on the Red River, is a railroad and industrial
center which came into existence as a stop on the Butterfield
Overland Mail Route in 1858. The town was named for George
Denison, director of the Missouri,Kansas and Texas Railroad when
that line was built in 1872. Served also by the Kansas,Oklahoma,
and Gulf and the St. Louis, San Francisco and Texas Railroads,
Denison is the location of numerous railroad stops.

Ernst Martin Kohl was one of those profiting from the railroad boom
that followed the Civil War. Born in Weimar, Germany in 1857, the son
of a railroad director, Kohl's interest in railroads started at an
early age. As a student in navigation school, Mr. Kohl enlisted in

the German Navy at Hamburg in 1873. Advancing to the rank of captain,
he served for fourteen years in the German Navy and Merchant Marine.
Kohl came to Texas in 1884 and visited Austin where construction on

the State Capitol Building was in progress. He was connected with

the project for a short time, until moving to Denison in 1855 where he
established a grocery business that prospered. Moving from two earlier
locations, in 1893 Kohl took his business into the hub of the railroad
shop district to the 300 East Main Street location.

Kohl was linked to railroading in several other ways. He was General
Agent for the Frisco Lot and Land Company, bringing prospective
settlers by railrcad to inspect railroad-owned lands in Oklahoma
which he sold on commission. As a devoted observer of the industry,
Kohl had an extensive collection of railroad memoribilia including
bills of lading on the first freight shipped to Denison by several
different railroads and the original Denison sign that marked the
first station there.

(continued)
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E.M. Kohl's general grocery store and saloon prospered in the railroad
district location. In 1908, he started construction on his residence
built above the store. The two and one-half story residence, using
70,000 bricks, was built on top of the existing one-story stone
structure. The Kohl family opened the "Hotel Traveler's Home" in

1929 in the lower portions of their residence. Railroad passengers
and crewmen, and "drummers" were the usual guests,however,the dining
room was always reserved for family and friends.

Kohl closed his grocery and saloon in 1933, shortly before his death
in 1935. The "Hotel Traveler's Home" was in operation for a relatively
short time, closing sometime after Kohl's death but before 1940.

The Interstate Fine Arts Society occupied the first floor of the
building from 1949-1951 and was the only commercial occupation after
the hotel's closing. Mrs. Erna Wilson, E.M. Kohl's daughter and
administrator for her father's estate, sold the land and building

at 300 East Main Street to the Bud Tuckers in 1968. The Tuckers,local
antique dealers, used the space for storage and kept the building
intact. The Tuckers sold the property in 1975, to Dr. and Mrs. D.H.
Brandt of Denison, whose three sons are in the process of restoring
the building for use as a restaurant and private club. The backyard
and wine cellar will be utilized as a beer garden, with plans calling
for the restoration of the adjacent barn as well.

The Ernst Martin Kohl Building,presently under restoration for adaptive
reuse, is important to Denison as a tangible link with the city's
railroad heritage. The present owners, realizing the historic value

of the building, are emphasizing this connection by utilizing a
railroad theme in their propsed "Down By The Station" restaurant and
club. In addition to being historically important to Denison, the

Kohl Building is significant to the community as a fine example of
eclectic architecture.

GPO 892 455
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TEXAS

L 12 1G/6
Date Entered JbL
Name Iocation-
Trost, Henry C., Youse ¥l Paso

LEghl. Ernst Martin, Building

Colorado County Courthouse

Ll Paso County

Denison
Grayson County

Columbus
Colorado County

Austin "Moonlight Towers" Austin

Travis County
San Antonio Loan and Trust Building San Antonio

Bexar County
Clarksville Historic District Austin

Travis County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen Mr, Truett Latimer
Hon. Richard C. White Executive Director
Hon, Ray Roberts ' Texas llistorical Commission
Hon. J. J. (Jake) Pickle P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Hon. llenry B. Gonzalez Austin, Texas 78711

Regional Director, Southwest
Region

! PR MMott/row 7/14/76

INT: 2050-78
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“NR Data Shest "
NAME ;s 17 appEARS y-mmx. REGISTER: ‘/{//’ &44/ m?ﬁn Bt %%7 |

OTHER NAMES: dﬁé/d //réwa@._e 4

LOCATION:
STREET& NUMBER _ 7250 %&- %}Zao» J{

am. Town D ogn
VICINITY OF

s : o code
V77 0 l.f Sv 7 -

OWNER OF PROPERTY? (circie) @ STATE LoéZ;ov"r MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) :

£
CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT /

ADMINISTRATOR (underline)
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

FEATURES : INTERIOR %TEPIC‘R EN_!IRONS
KSubstantially intact-1 ¥ Substantially intact-2 .4 Substantially intact-3
_ unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ Not applicatle=-9

~Interior, exterior, cnvirons not intact-0
/ IGINAL SITE

CONDITION =  —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED UNALTERED
GOOoD _RUINS —ALTERED _—MOVED
FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknewn
~Unexcavated ~Excavated
ACCESS - Yes-restricted Ces—unrestricteg No access Unknown
. historic district ? YES >
% WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES @
IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE; (@ No Saved ? YES No X

FUNCTION ‘S): (use wdcabulary words)
then- ﬂéu) /M’»/ ./wa/a(tmu) g{(/[) (&77/ ,00447) ’0’67"‘—

wW- E .
- Mtd. /u.o‘ls?a‘glﬂ— e /l&a?/aa« @»;«.7#
SIGNIFICANCE:
” i
‘/_AICMEDLUGVJRI HISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION —entertainment
— ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —taw/Cov't/politics _science —health
mcuuuus __ECONOMICS _UITERATURE __recreation
K} RCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MIUTARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
f __ENGINEERING —MUSIC —socio/cultural
(ﬁ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION —_PHILOSOPHY C -\Amnsroaunon —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY _POUYICSIGOVERNMENY_) __OTHER (SPECIFY) P lannin 8
¢ _INVENTION .
Claims

tep: 9y
first” yes o oldest?? ves  wo tonly?? ves wo




ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: £ Cclec e

architect/m.builders: B s 7s Zin Lokl engineer:

landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:

Interior decorator: builder/contractor:

ETHNIC GROUP; (oma—

N . gL :
A g Rersonal Lo/ it LAl - fuither at nprel 27 /77~ 1135~
(label role
& -
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES! pate oF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): /597
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ,9pf

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): / 287 - /8%

.
SOURCE' (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE @ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OTHER FEDEPRAL 'AGENCY:

ACREAGE:

* (to nearest tenth of an acre)

COMMENT (1nclude a%ectural information here)
_/07512 /‘i,c
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SIGN FICANCE: (maximun two sentences) 7 7 % "( 7&2«» @é/a:,éo/ can ?/
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