
Form No 10 300 (Rev 10 741 P H ^ / 

UNITED STATtS DbPARTMtNT OK THE I N T t R l O R 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED APR 2 9 1976 
JUN 2 9 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN w o w TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORI^S 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

4 
NAME ^ 
HISTORIC Tlie Frank B. Davison Home-

AND/OR COMMON 

The Davison Home 

I LOCATION 
STREETS.NUMBER 109 T h i r d Avenue N o r t h 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Texas C i t y VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

9 - Jack Brooks 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

Gayeston 
CODE 

167 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

X B U I L D I N G I S ) 

—STRUCTURE 

_ S I T E 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

X—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
— I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
??OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X X Y E S RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENTUSE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

lOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME C i t y o f T e x a s C i t y 

STREET & NUMBER 

P. 0 . Box 2608 
CITY. TOWN 

Texas C i t y VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 77590 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Galveston Coionty Courthouse, County C l e r k ' s O f f i c e 
STREET* NUMBER 

722 Moody 
CITY, TOWN 

Galveston 
STATE 

Tx 77550 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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D DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED XUNALTERED X Q R I G I N A L SITE 

—GOOD _RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

. X F A I R _ U N E X P 0 S E D 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Davison House located on Lots 5 through 8 inclusive, block 23, 
Texas City, F i r s t Division, Galveston County, Texas, i s a three-story 
Victorian residence. This o r i g i n a l s i t e i s bounded by F i r s t Street 
North and Third Avenue North, w i t h 200' frontage on Third Avenue North, and 
175' on F i r s t Street North. This l a t e Gothic Revival structure i s approxi­
mately 53' X 47' with the main entrance facing north toward Third Avenue 
North. 

The north facade has a porch protecting the entrance h a l l and 
main parlor windows. Bay windows accentuate the dining room and upper 
bedroom on t h i s exposure. An octagonal tower r i s i n g three stories on the 
northeast corner of the house i s the dominate feature of the structure. 
On the east and south exposures, the house i s enclosed with a porch 
serving both f i r s t and second f l o o r s . 

The structure, constructed i n 1897, has survived several 
disasters that have plagued the area and has remained v i r t u a l l y unchanged 
from the o r i g i n a l construction. The disasterous 1900 storm blew the 
o r i g i n a l slate shingles o f f the roof. This storm revealed that slate 
became l e t h a l , i n hurricanes.. They were . f i r s t replaced w i t h cedar shingles 
that were l a t e r covered with asphalt shingles. ,, I n 1947,... the Texas City 
explosion destroyed a small porch adjacent to the kitchen which enclosed 
a back stairway leading to the second>level. An exterior stairway was 
b u i l t to replace the one destroyed. These are the only major changes 
i n the structure since the o r i g i n a l construction with the exception of 
minor i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s mostly i n the kitchen. The residence was 
continuously occupied by the Davison family u n t i l recently. A l l but one 
storage out buil d i n g has been removed. O r i g i n a l l y an outdoor t o i l e t , 
barn and livestock pens were on the property. 

The structure i s an outstanding example of Victorian Gothic 
architecture popular at the time of construction. Both the exterior and 
i n t e r i o r of the house are elaborately decorated with wood "gingerbread" 
d e t a i l i n g , including the cornices, porch r a i l i n g s , coliimns, gables, dormers, 
stairways, etc. The basic ex t e r i o r material i s cypress clapboard siding 
which i s accented with two bands of rounded and diamond shaped cypress 
shingles. Decorative cut shingles are also used i n the gables. The 
upper f l o o r windows are double hung 12 l i t e over single l i t e windows. 
The windows extend to the porch f o r ease of access to the porch area. 
The upper porch was used f o r sleeping by the family, being exposed to 
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to the pre v a i l i n g southeast wind, 
porch sometime a f t e r 1900. 

Insect screen was added to the upper 

The condition of the house i s f a i r , but rap i d l y deteriorating 
i n the highly corrosive Gulf Coast climate. The Texas City Heritage 
Association i s cooperating w i t h the City of Texas City to restore the 
structure. A f t e r restoration i s completed, the c i t y w i l l be responsible 
for the upkeep. A caretaker now occupies the house. 

Being of such h i s t o r i c a l value, as w e l l as the best example 
of Victorian architecture on the Galveston County Mainland, the iitended 
use f o r the structure i s f o r a museum and f o r community meetings. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES C o m p l e t e d 1 8 9 7 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I n 1895, Frank B. (10/2/1854-2/35) and Florence (10/4/1862-8/41) 
Davison, with t h e i r four children and a l l t h e i r earthly possessions, arrived 
i n Texas City where Frank was to be resident manager of the newly formed 
Texas City Improvement Company. Frank, a former Michigan wholesale grocer, 
had caught the vi s i o n of a group of Great Lakes shippers who envisioned a 
great port c i t y at the mouth of Galveston Bay. The company had been formed tc 
purchase land and s e l l l o t s i n the area, and Shoal Point, the sleepy f i s h i n g 
v i l l a g e nestled at the base of a lighthouse, was renamed Texas City. 

Soon a f t e r t h e i r a r r i v a l i n Texas City the Davisons purchased a 
l o t on the corner of Third Avenue and F i r s t Street North and began construc­
t i o n of a new home which, when completed, l i t e r a l l y - towered over other 
structures scattered across the face of the bare coastal p r a i r i e . Two years 
were required to b u i l d the s t a t e l y mansion since cypress and other supplies 
had to be shipped from Louisiana. Although the o r i g i n a l blueprints have 
been l o s t , and the architect's i d e n t i t y i s not recorded, i t i s known that 
a Mr. Langno was the build e r . The Davison family has papers to support 
these f a c t s . 

The roomy Victori a n mansion quickly became a popular commimity 
and c u l t u r a l center and remained so f o r h a l f a century as the Davison's li v e s 
became more and more entwined i n t o the l i f e of the community. 

Their numerous business ventures included a general store, that 
for a time, operated out of the family home where Texas City's f i r s t t e l e ­
phone, niomber one, was connected to a Galveston nximber frqm which supplies 
were ordered. Other Davison interests were rea l estate, a f l o u r m i l l and 
a h o t e l — a l l " f i r s t s " f o r the budding community. Their daughter Christine 
was also the f i r s t baby born i n the c i t y . 

Both Frank and Florence were active i n community a f f a i r s w i th 
Frank serving as the town's f i r s t postmaster, as one of the f i r s t c i t y 
commissioners, as a dire c t o r of the f i r s t bank and as a member of the f i r s t 
school board. Besides being a busy wife and mother to eight children, 
Florence helped establish the f i r s t church i n Texas City, hosted the f i r s t 
meeting of the Texas City Garden Club and helped organize the Texas City 
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Study Club, a l l of which are s t i l l active i n the community. 

From time to time parts of the home were rented, and through­
out the years many prominent c i t i z e n s slept t h e i r f i r s t nights i n Texas 
City i n on the breezy upstairs bedrooms of the Davison home. The home 
remained i n the family u n t i l i t was purchased two years ago by the Texas 
City Heritage Association and deeded to the City of Texas City. The 
Association has assxamed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of paying o f f the mortgage, 
carrying on the restoration and operating the home f o r the enlightenment 
and benefit of a l l c i t i z e n s . 

The very fact that the home s t i l l stands there sturdy and 
proud, weakened somewhat and now dwarfed by the i^eaming towers and glowing 
flares of the i n d u s t r i a l skyline, i s impressive i n i t s e l f . Ever since 
that day i n the l a t e 1800's when the Texas City Improvement Company 
succumbed to bankruptcy and the Davisons calmly turned t h e i r hopes and 
faces i n another d i r e c t i o n , the story of Texas City has been one of f a i t h 
and courage. 

When the great hurricane of 1900 r o l l e d across Galveston 
Island, k i l l i n g thousands and leaving thousands more homeless, the 
Davisons and t h e i r neighbors huddled inside the sturdy walls to escape 
the stoinn's fury. Although the roof was l o s t that day, the home remained 
i n t a c t . The story was much the same i n 1915 when another vicious storm 
almost wiped out the booming l i t t l e town, completely destroying a di v i s i o n 
of the United States Army stationed here i n addition to destroying homes, 
businesses, the docks, the railroads and the streetcar tracks. 

Later, as r e f i n e r i e s began to locate here and as workers 
streamed into the town, neat l i t t l e homes, schools and parks began to 
spring up along wide, clean streets. Then on that infamous day i n 1947 
the Grand Camp, loaded w i t h a cargo of n i t r a t e f e r t i l i z e r , limped i n t o 
port to f i g h t a f i r e i i i t s hold. As fascinated sightseers flocked to 
the docks, a series of devastating explosions and f i r e s set o f f a chain 
reaction of death and destruction that continued f o r days as the whole 
world heard of Texas City, Hearts were indeed heavy as cit i z e n s began 
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burying over 500 dead, clearing the debris and s t a r t i n g anew. The Davison 
home, less than a mile from the holocaust, received serious damage, and 
repairs to the south side (back) s l i g h t l y altered the o r i g i n a l floorplan. 

The town soon began to r e b u i l d and began to burst at the seams 
as a new era of growth and prosperity developed. A decade or so l a t e r a l l 
those young families who had streamed i n t o town were s e t t l e d i n t o comfortable 
routines i n larger, newer homes as t h e c i t y pushed northward. Then one 
autumn day i n 1951 a vicious lady named Carla swirled out of the Gulf to 
cover the en t i r e c i t y with mud and slime and water marks everywhere from 
a few inches to several feet high. Soaked mattresses and carpets were l a i d 
out to dry i n the sun, and p i l e s of ruined appliances and r o t t i n g debris 
were stacked along the streets so t a l l cranes and a brigade of garbage 
trucks could help c i t i z e n s dispose of years of time payments and coordinated 
fumishings. Miraculously though the storm l e f t no deaths i n Texas City 
so, with thankful hearts, c i t i z e n s once again p a t i e n t l y repaired, repainted, 
and restructured t h e i r l i v e s . 

Meanwhile, the s t a t e l y o l d Davison home has stood as mute 
testimony to the f a i t h of the Davison family and a l l the other strong 
citizens who not only helped establish Texas City but have helped rebuild 
i t on several occasions. The Texas City Heritage Association i s planning 
to make the Davison Home a l i v i n g memorial to a l l those people, past and 
present, who have helped to make Texas City the f i n e modern l i t t l e c i t y that 
i t i s today. 

The home i s the oldest and the mostunusual of only a handful of 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t structures s t i l l standing i n the c i t y . I t i s open 
on a regular basis f o r tours and displays by l o c a l a r t i s t s . I t i s also 
available f o r meetings and parties and i s v i s i t e d regularly by lo c a l Scout 
troops and school classes. During the past two years the Association has 
hosted at the home a Sunday brunch which a t t r a c t e d several hundred people, 
an old-fashioned ice cream social on the spacious lawn, a performance by 
a group of Jamaican musicians and dancers who were brought to the area by 
the Galveston County Cultural Arts Council and a special program designating 
the home as the o f f i c i a l Mainland Bicentennial headquarters. A c t i v i t i e s at 
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the home seem to be generating some neighborhood pride i n the generally 
run-down condition of the now predominantly black neighborhood. 

As restoration proceeds, the assDelation plans to set aside at 
least one room f o r r o t a t i n g i n d u s t r i a l displays, which represent the back­
bone of our t h r i v i n g .commxinity, and to establish another area as an archives 
for the c i t y . P o s s i b i l i t i e s are l i m i t l e s s f o r using the home which was 
awarded an o f f i c i a l Texas h i s t o r i c a l marker i n 1967 by the Texas H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission. 
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Vol. 34, No. 39, pp. 4-6, 9-25-74; Vol. 34, No. 40, p. 3, 
10-2-74. 
Porter, Vernon, Restoration Committee Chairman, Texas City 
Heritage Association, taped interview with Mrs. Margaret 
Davison Granger, May, 1975. 
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Fear moMth day 

"77 05 03 
Leave 
Blank 

4 . LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

State H is to r i c Preservation Of f ice 
Texas H is to r i ca l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin t. count» : Travis 
Texas •. zipcod*: 78711 

• . A^pl iant Niin« 

b. Of l tn la t ion Unit 

c. S t r t ^ / r .O . Sox 

4. City 

I. SUU 

I . C«nUct P t run ( N a m * Truett Latimer 
* Maphont No.) • U ^ - ^ M i 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF AI 'PLICANT'S PROJECT 

Frank B. Davison Houje-Development Project-Phase I 
Texas C i t y , Galvesto.i County, Texas 

This two-story frane Vic tor ian house b u i l t i n 1837 
for a prominent businessman who helped develop Texas 
Ci ty . The ob jec t i / e o f t h i s pro ject i s to rewire 
a l l e l e c t r i c a l system and to i n s t a l l an a i r - con­
d i t i on ing and heating system. 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT IA iime« o f eitiee, coun t tM, 
SUtee, etc.) 

Texas 

1 1 . ESTIMATED NU.V-
BER OF PERSOr S 
BENEFITING 

12,000,000 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NC. 

74-6016195 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 
Federal 
Catalog) 

1. NUMBER l l 5l* I 9l Ol 4l 
b. TITLE 

His to r i c Preservation 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Sti t> H-Coflimunity Action Agency 
B-lntgrsUt* I-Hieher Educationil Institutici 
C-Sut>sUU J-Indian T f i t i 

District K-Othar {Specify): 
0-Cflunty 
E-City 
F-School District 
G-Speciil Purposa 

district f i l t e r appropriate I,tt<r [ fi[ 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Bisic Grant D-lnsuranca 

B-Su(ipIemanUI Grant E-Olhar En te r appro- r — T 
C-loan pricte UUerf ; fa | 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-Nn> C-Ravisiofl E-AugmenUtion 
B-Renewsi D-Continuatica i—i 

En te r appropr ia te letter n^ 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRrSSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

1. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

t . STATE 

t . LOCAL 

* 7.500 
8.300 

a. APPLIC/JIT 

<; t .a t .pw idp 
16. PROJECT START 

DATE Year month day 
19 

b. PROJECT 

9 
17. PROJECT 

DURATION 
1 ? Monti e 

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (Fer lU or l i t ) 
A-lncre3S0 Dollars F-OUiar (Specify): 
B-Decreasa Dcllan %, i n 
C-lncreasa Duration N / A 
D-0«ciaase DuratiJA 1 
E-Cancallation 

Enter appro- t~ ' 
priate let t t r( t ) I 

OTHER .10 

I. TOTAL i 15.800. .1 0 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BZ. SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY 

Year month rU y 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDE.NTIFICATION NUMBER 

19 

2 a FEDPnrL M U E N O V T O K L C L ' V E REviUEST (ATai-i*. C i ty . S lo t * . Z / P r o i a ) 

0.^.!:r, HCRS, Washington, DC 20240 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED  

• Y«« a No 

22 . 

THE 

APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ . 

a. To tha txAt of nry kroMl«d29 and toliaf, 
data In this pr-uppiication/application ara 
trua and correct, tha d'sument has boan 
duly authofiied by tha i >var<iin| body t f 
tha applicant and tha applicant will comply 
with tha attached as9urii:-.ts if tha lasist-
anca Is appnnrad. 

b. It ranaircd by OI.IB Circular A-9J trh apoiication was submitted, pursuant to ia- K o re-
atructicru tharaio, to appropriaia cita ingnouies and all tesponsu ara atUchad: ajKmsa 

J?e»pona« 
a i t o c l i A i 

Governor's Of f ice of Budget and 
Houston-Ga 

PlanningD 
• 
• 

m 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAXIE AIID TITLE 

Truett Latimer, State  
H i c ; t . n r i r P r p t ; p r v a t . i n n O f f i r p r 

c DATE SIGNED 
Year montA day 

19 79-(,'3t, 

to g 

24. AGEJ4CY NAME 

Uepartment of the Interior 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT S e r v l c C 

Heritage Conservation Recreation 

25. APPLICA- Year month day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 78 7 19 

2 7 . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Administraiton Div. 
23 . FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

29. ADDRESS 

18th and C Streets NW. Washington. D.C 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q «. AWARDED 

• b. REJECTED 

n e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d. DEFERRED 

• • . WIT«ORA*»N 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

32 . FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

a. OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

7.500 .00 

8.300 .00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

$ 15.800 

20240 
30. FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATION 

48-8967 

33 . ACTION DATE ^ 

Year month 

19 78 8 25 
34. 
STARTING 
DATE 19 

Y(ar month day 

78 8 1 
35. COr iTACr f O R ADDITIONAL INFORMA­

TION t-Vnma entf telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

36. 
ENDING 
DATE 19 

Year month day 

79 8 31 

t . In tskinj sbova action, any commanU racelMd from clearinphojsn n.,re con­
sidered. II a:::icy response is due under provisicns ol Part 1, OUd Cirrular A-9S, 
it has bee.i or Is being made. 

37 . REMARKS ADDED 

FEDERAL /J5ENCV A-95 OFFICIAL 
(iVama and telephone no.) 

Same as #35 


