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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Joseph's Church i s located on the northwest comer of Avenue K 
and 22nd Street j u s t one short block from Broadway, the main east-west 
thoroughfare i n Galveston. I t i s a simple wood Gothic Revival struc­
ture, rectangular i n shape with a central squared b e l l tower. The 
windows and doors are pointed; the windows are protected by shutters; 
the double door i s unadorned, 

A t r e f o i l window i s placed i n the tower which intersects the gable 
end of the pitched roof. Wooden steps flanked by a p l a i n balustrade 
lead to the main entrance. At the rear of the building i s a small 
frame attachment. When restored i n the 1960's, an overhang supported 
by brackets was removed from above the main entrance. Although per­
haps not o r i g i n a l to the structure, the overhang i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
was an early addition to the b u i l d i n g . The present appearance of 
the tower also suggests that at some time al t e r a t i o n s were made, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y to the louvered portion. 

The i n t e r i o r of St. Joseph's Church i s unique, and a f t e r seeing 
the exterior, unexpected. The rectangular space has painted wood walls. 
A central a i s l e separates the o r i g i n a l pews, which are made of cedar 
and grained. An a l t a r r a i l carved i n Gothic Revival motif divides 
the sanctuary from the congregation. Adorning the walls of the nave 
are the Stations of the Cross which are made of plaster with German 
l e t t e r i n g . The c e i l i n g i s coffered and painted with q u a t r e f o i l s and 
other Gothic Revival symbols i n s o f t , muted colors. The p u l p i t , the 
al t a r s and the reredos are also believed to be o r i g i n a l . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Galveston was a major point of entry i n t o the state of Texas f o r 
a large niimber of German immigrants during the nineteenth century. Many 
selected to remain i n the port c i t y while others moved immediately on or 
stayed only long enough to accumulate some c a p i t a l before moving inland. 
The construction of St. Joseph's Church marked and recognized the re­
li g i o u s needs of the Gennan min o r i t y population l i v i n g i n Galveston. 

By 1859 the German speaking population of Galveston had increased 
to the extent tihat Bishop J. M, Odin recommended the construction of a 
church i n which German language services might be held. Three l o t s on 
the northwest comer of Twenty-second Street and Avenue K were purchased 
and architect Joseph Bleicke was commissioned to construct the bu i l d i n g . 
After an expenditure of $4,000, the new church was dedicated i n A p r i l , 
1860, to the patronage of St. Joseph. The church constructed and 
operated the f i r s t parochial high school i n Galveston, opening i t i n 
1876, i n a buil d i n g on the same block. The school closed i n 1926. 

The Diocese closed the church i n 1968, and i t s contents were sold 
at public auction. The bu i l d i n g i t s e l f was scheduled to become a ware­
house. The Galveston H i s t o r i c a l Foiandation recovered most of the f u r ­
nishings and succeeded i n making arrangements with the Diocese to re­
store and maintain 1ihe structure. I t i s now open to the public period­
i c a l l y and used f o r special events, including an occasional church 
service. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , St. Joseph's Church i s the oldest remaining example 
i n Galveston of the simple wooden e c c l e s i a s t i c a l s t y l e . The Gothic Re­
v i v a l structure provides a contrast to the larger b r i c k churches with 
towering spires found elsewhere i n the c i t y . Although damaged by the 
1900 storm, the church was repaired, enlarged and redecorated w i t h i n 
the year. Subsequent minor changes have been made, but the structure 
retains i t s o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l character. 
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The i n t e r i o r of St. Joseph's, w i t h i t s painted and coffered wood 
c e i l i n g i s unique i n Galveston, and one of very few i n the state of 
Texas. In the church are the o r i g i n a l cedar pews, poor box. Baptismal 
Fount, p u l p i t , and Stations of the Cross witih German wording. The 
al t a r s are believed to be o r i g i n a l . 
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NAME: 

LOCATION: 

OWNER: 

ARCHITECT: 

INTERIOR CRAFTSMAN: 

SPECIFIC DATES: 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

St. Joseph's Catholic Church 

2201 Avenue K " 
t - '—• 

Galves'ton, Galveston County, Texas 

Most Rev. John L. Morkovsky, D.D. 

Houston-Galveston Catholic Diocese 

1700 San Jacinto St. 

Houston, Texas 77002 

Joseph Bleicke 

Unknown 

BUILDER: Joseph Bleicke 

1859 (construction) 

Acreage of nominated property: less than one acre 

UTM reference: 15/326090/3242300 

Verbal boundary description: Galveston City Block 142, lot 
8; as shown on Map of the City of Galveston, Texas, East part; City of Galveston Tax 
Department corrected April 1, 1970. 

DESCRIPTION: 

St. Joseph's Church in Galveston is a simple structure of the Gothic Revival style, 
b u i l t by Joseph Bleicke i n 1859. The wood-frame, white structure with clapboard siding 
is rectangular in plan and has a rectangular apse. A square tower, whose spire has been 
removed, is centered on the entry facade. The shuttered windows and the double doors are 
in the form of narrow lancets. Interestingly, a round window with t r e f o i l motif occurs 
on the front of the tower, within a lancet opening. 

The interior is finished with beaded boards, is open, and has a rectangular plan. 
The ceiling is coved along the side walls. A coffered appearance is achieved by the 
application of moldings in a pattern of hexagons, octagons, and squares. Further em­
bellishing the ceiling are painted trompe I'oeil t r e f o i l s , quatrefoils, and pointed 
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arches in muted colors of blue, beige, and white. They create an il l u s i o n of additional 
depth within the coffers. Similarly, the back wall of the apse and i t s flanking walls 
are painted with these Gothic motifs. Small five-pointed stars in metallic gold are 
painted at uniform intervals on the blue apse ceiling. The original cedar pews, are 
adomed with painted graining. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

St. Joseph's Church stands as the oldest remaining example in Galveston of "the 
simple wooden ecclesiastical style." I t is important as a reminder of the city's role 
as the major port of entry for Germans who came to the state during the 19th century. 
The wood ceiling of the church which is coffered and painted in muted pastels, is unique 
in Galveston and rare in Texas. 

Architect Joseph Bleicke was commissioned by Bishop J. M. Odin, in 1859, to construct 
the church. The building cost $4,000 and was dedicated the following year. I t was bu i l t 
for the German immgrants who appeared on Galveston's shores in the 1840s and '50s, 
and who desired a religious domain where their native tongue was used. The city's f i r s t 
parochial high school was constructed and operated by St. Joseph's Church, and was i n 
operation from 1876 to 1926. 

The church now serves as a museum. Fortunately, many of the original fumishings 
were saved, including the painted pews. 
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