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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in a residential area of Galveston only two blocks from the
historic residential district, the East End Historic District (See
National Register Submission, "East End Historic District," 7-3-75),
is- the ¢élaborate McKinney-McDonald House built ca. 1889. The two-
story frame Victorian house is basically rectangular with projecting
gabled end pavilions at various corners and a gabled wing on the
northeast corner. Over the rectangular configuration is a hipped

roof with widow's walk, but a variety of decorated gables add interest
to the roofline. A narrow frieze and bracketed eaves surround the
roof.

The house is raised above a stuccoed brick foundation that once
encircled a full basement. The basement was filled with earth after
the 1900 Hurricane when the level of Galveston Island was raised.
The foundation forms an elaborate base of segmental keystone arches
resting on brick piers with inset panels on the vert#cal members.
The arches are elaborated with lattice work.

The south (main) facade has a slightly projecting gabled end pavilion
and an inset double gallery across the remaining three bays. A
prominent feature on this main facade is the two-story bay attached
to the gabled pavilion. Elegantly detailed in wood, the first floor
bay contains round keystone arched windows over molded base panels
and is crowned by a frieze of carved fleur-de-lis with cornice above.
The upper level of the bay displays identical base panels, straight-
topped windows, another carved frieze motif, brackets and a cornice.
The double gallery reveals the influence of the Eastlake style in its
elaborate three dimensional quality. The gallery balustrade has
turned and arched balusters (a recent restoration has replaced the
first floor balusters shown in the photograph with a copy of the
original balusters of the second floor). Supporting the gallery are
short turned posts or spindles with pedestal bases and square caps
with architrave moldings. Springing from the top of each post are
fanciful ornamented wooden arches with elaborate brackets, spindles,
pendants and wheels. The wide flight of wooden steps leading to the
" raised entrance has recently been replaced with brick steps.

The first floor gallery wraps around the east side of the house
intersecting with the wing on the northeast corner. The west facade
contains another slight gabled projection with a two-story bay.
Similar to the front, this bay has base panels, frieze and cornice.
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The only change is that all the windows have horizontal lintels and
the middle portion of the bay displays two windows.

The prominent feature on the north (rear) facade is the elaborately
detailed stuccoed brick chimney. Rising from the center of a rear
gable is the tall slender double flue chimney. Round keystone arches,
resting on sills supported by consoles, are joined by an inset panel
of vermiculated stone and mark the division of the chimney into two
flues. The chimney is further embellished by decorative relief

work in the form of a lyre motif as the chimney narrows at the gable.

Double outer storm doors at the entrance are hand carved cypress,
eleven feet in height, and swing into the vestibule. The inner doors
have engraved ruby glass over clear glass panels and are finished in

a simulated wood graining of either long-leaf yellow pine or cypress.
Interesting interior features include the original entrance chandelier
and a handsome spindle-carved, spiral stairway. Pressed tin ceilings
are ornamental features of the living room, dining room and parlor.

In addition, all bays in the house are highlighted with decorative
plaster brackets.

GPO 892 455
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McKinney-McDonald House is significant to Galveston as one of the
fine examples of Victorian architecture which survived the devastating
Hurricane of 1900 and represents an example of the evolution of Galves-
ton's rich 19th century architectural heritage. Located near the East
End Historic District, the house is similar to the Victorian houses
represented in the district, but is distinctive as an excellent
example of the elaborately detailed Eastlake style.

Built ca. 1889 by Liberty S. McKinney, the house has features typical
of Galveston homes during this period---the two-stary, raised, frame
structure with prominent double gallery. However, the McKinney-
McDonald House represents a subtle break away from the symmetrical
Victorian houses typical of Galveston and introduces elements, such as
the front bay, off-set gallery, projecting corner pavilions, and the
northeast corner wing. In addition, the house is particularly unique
in its lavish display of ornamentation. The bays have richly molded
detail and carved friezes. The gallery on the south and east facades
display bold three-dimensional detail in the variety of curved,
circular and rounded shapes, rows of spindles, and turned posts. Even
the foundation of the house and rear chimney have elaborate brick
molding and decorative detail.

Liberty S. McKinney who had moved to Galveston in 1876, built this
prominent home ca. 1889. During the Hurricane of 1900 the McKinney
family and several friends survived the storm sheltered in this house.
McKinney was engaged in the wholesale grocery business for 20 years,

but in 1898 branched into the real estate and insurance business in
partnership with J. L. Boddeker and E. D. Beall. By 1901, however,
McKinney sold the business and the house to Boddeker and presumably left
Galveston. Boddeker probably rented the house between 1901-1905, for
there is no evidence he ever lived at this address.

In 1905 the house was sold to Dominic D. McDonald, a young attorney in

Galveston. McDonald was born in Pentwater, Michigan, in 1871 and
received his law degree from the University of Michigan in 1893. Shortly,

thereafter, he moved to Galveston, Texas, where he practived law for
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nearly 50 years. McDonald replaced all the trees and shrubbery that
were lost in the Great Storm and the 14 live oak trees on the grounds
date to this time. He was also responsible for filling in the basement
during the island grade-raising in 1907. Judge McDonald died in

1941 and was survived by his wife Elva LeMoine McDonald and three
children. Mrs. McDonald continued to live in the house until her

death in 1972.

The present owners bought the McKinney-McDonald House in 1973 and
are in the process of restoring the structure.

GPO 892 455
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