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QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME M r . & M r s . R o b e r t E . L e e 
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G a l v e s t o n VICINITY OF 
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STREETS. NUMBER 
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Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y 

DATE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE 

X-GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located i n a r e s i d e n t i a l area of Galveston only two blocks from the 
h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t , the East End Histo r i c D i s t r i c t (See 
National Register Siibmission, "East End His t o r i c D i s t r i c t , " 7-3-75), 
i s the elaborate McKinney-McDonald House b u i l t ca. 1889. The two-
story frame Victorian house i s ba s i c a l l y rectangular w i t h projecting 
gabled end pavilions at various corners and a gabled wing on the 
northeast corner. Over the rectangular configuration i s a hipped 
roof with widow's walk, but a va r i e t y of decorated gables add i n t e r e s t 
to the r o o f i i n e . A narrow f r i e z e and bracketed eaves surround the 
roof. 

The house i s raised above a stuccoed b r i c k foundation that once 
encircled a f u l l basement. The basement was f i l l e d w i t h earth a f t e r 
lihe 1900 Hurricane when the l e v e l of Galveston Island was raised. 
The foundation forms an elaborate base of segmental keystone arches 
res t i n g on b r i c k piers w i t h inset panels on the v e r t i c a l members. 
The arches are elaborated with l a t t i c e work. 

The south (main) facade has a s l i g h t l y p r o jecting gabled end p a v i l i o n 
and an inset double ga l l e r y across the remaining three bays. A 
prominent feature on t h i s main facade i s the two-story bay attached 
to the gabled p a v i l i o n . Elegantly detailed i n wood, the f i r s t f l o o r 
bay contains round keystone arched windows over molded base panels 
and i s crowned by a f r i e z e of carved f l e u r - d e - l i s w i th cornice above. 
The upper l e v e l of the bay displays i d e n t i c a l base panels, s t r a i g h t -
topped windows, another carved f r i e z e motif, brackets and a cornice. 
The double ga l l e r y reveals the influence of the Eastlake s t y l e i n i t s 
elaborate three dimensional q u a l i t y . The ga l l e r y balustrade has 
turned and arched balusters (a recent rest o r a t i o n has replaced the 
f i r s t f l o o r balusters shown i n the photograph with a copy of the 
o r i g i n a l balusters of the second f l o o r ) . Supporting the ga l l e r y are 
short turned posts or spindles with pedestal bases and square caps 
with architrave moldings. Springing from the top of each post are 
f a n c i f u l ornamented wooden arches w i t h elaborate brackets, spindles, 
pendants and wheels. The wide f l i g h t of wooden steps leading to the 
raised entrance has recently been replaced with b r i c k steps. 

The f i r s t f l o o r g a l l e r y wraps around the east side of the house 
inte r s e c t i n g w ith the wing on the northeast corner. The west facade 
contains another s l i g h t gabled projection with a two-story bay. 
Similar to the f r o n t , t h i s bay has base panels, f r i e z e and cornice. 
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The only change i s that a l l the windows have horizontal l i n t e l s and 
the middle portion of the bay displays two windows. 

The prominent feature on the north (rear) facade i s the elaborately 
detailed stuccoed b r i c k chimney. Rising from the center of a rear 
gable i s the t a l l slender double f l u e chimney. Round keystone arches, 
resting on s i l l s supported by consoles, are joined by an inset panel 
of vermiculated stone and mark the d i v i s i o n of the chimney i n t o two 
flues. The chimney i s further embellished by decorative r e l i e f 
work i n the form of a l y r e motif as the chimney narrows at the gable. 

Dovible outer storm doors at the entrance are hand carved cypress, 
eleven feet i n height, and swing i n t o the vestibule. The inner doors 
have engraved ruby glass over clear glass panels and are finished i n 
a simulated wood graining of either long-leaf yellow pine or cypress. 
Interesting i n t e r i o r features include the o r i g i n a l entrance chandelier 
and a handsome spindle-carved, s p i r a l stairway. Pressed t i n c e i lings 
are ornamental features of the l i v i n g room, dining room and parlor. 
I n addition, a l l bays i n the house are highlighted with decorative 
plaster brackets. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

- 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 
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X_1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

X_JVRCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 
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—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 
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—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 
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-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 
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-SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 
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-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c a . 1889 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The McKinney-McDonald House i s s i g n i f i c a n t to Galveston as one of the 
fine examples of Victori a n architecture which survived the devastating 
Hurricane of 1900 and represents an example of the evolution of Galves­
ton' s r i c h 19tJi century a r c h i t e c t u r a l heritage. Located near the East 
End Historic D i s t r i c t , the house i s s i m i l a r to the Victori a n houses 
represented i n the d i s t r i c t , but i s d i s t i n c t i v e as an excellent 
example of the elaborately detailed Eastlake s t y l e . 

B u i l t ca. 1889 by Liberty S. McKinney, the house has features t y p i c a l 
of Galveston homes during t h i s period the two-story, raised, frame 
structure with prominent double g a l l e r y . However, the McKinney-
McDonald House represents a subtle break away from the symmetrical 
Victorian houses t y p i c a l of Galveston and introduces elements, such as 
the f r o n t bay, o f f - s e t g a l l e r y , p rojecting cOrner pavilions, and the 
northeast corner wing. I n addition, tJie house i s p a r t i c u l a r l y unique 
i n i t s l a v i s h display of ornamentation. The bays have r i c h l y molded 
d e t a i l and carved fri e z e s . The ga l l e r y on the soutJi and east facades 
display bold three-dimensional d e t a i l i n the v a r i e t y of curved, 
c i r c u l a r and rounded shapes, rows of spindles, and tumed posts. Even 
the foundation of the house and rear chimney have elaborate b r i c k 
molding and decorative d e t a i l . 

Liberty S. McKinney who had moved to Galveston i n 1876, b u i l t t h i s 
prominent home ca. 1889. During the Hurricane of 1900 the McKinney 
family and several friends survived the storm sheltered i n t h i s house. 
McKinney was engaged i n the wholesale grocery business f o r 20 years, 
but i n 1898 branched i n t o the re a l estate and insurance business i n 
partmership with J. L. Boddeker and E. D. Beall. By 1901, however, 
McKinney sold the business and the house to Boddeker and presumably l e f t 
Galveston. Boddeker probably rented the house between 1901-1905, for 
tJiere i s no evidence he ever l i v e d at t h i s address. 

I n 1905 the house was sold to Dominic D. McDonald, a young attorney i n 
Galveston. McDonald was born i n Pentwater, Michigan, i n 1871 and 
received his law degree from the University of Michigan i n 1893. Shortly, 
thereafter, he moved to Galveston, Texas, where he practived law f o r 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Barnstone, Howard, The Galveston That Was, MacMillan Co., New York, 1966. 

Graham, Sam B., ed., Galveston Community Book, Arthur H. Cawston, 
Galveston, 1945. 

Histor i c Homes Tour Booklet, Galveston H i s t o r i c a l Foundation, May, 1975. 

ca. % a ere 
IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU I I I I I I I I . 1 . I • • I 
B L J I I . I • • I I • I . I • . I 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

D L J I I . 1 . • I I • I • I . • I VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Marie D. Landon, His to r ian  

Joe Wil l iams, Project Director 
ORGANIZATION 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

12-15-75 
STREETS. NUMBER 

Box 12276 Capitol Station 
TELEPHONE 

512 475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN 

Aust in 
STATE 

HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL _ X _ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Na£tnal Historic Preservatirf/i Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Rrgister and certify tha t i t yn is beengyaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Texas State Hi s t o r i c Preservation Of DATE 
12-16-75 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THJS P«OP«RTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECTOR!}O/FICE OF ^RCHEOliOSY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST: 

rOfcOJrFICEOF ARCH 
DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

GPO 8 9 2 . 453 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEiD(;0 i 9 197^ 

DATE ENTERED |^fiY A 

1976 

CONTI NU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 

nearly 50 years. McDonald replaced a l l the trees and shrubbery that 
were l o s t i n the Great Storm and the 14 l i v e oak trees on the grounds 
date t o t h i s time. He was also responsible f o r f i l l i n g i n the basement 
during the island grade-raising i n 1907. Judge McDonald died i n 
1941 and was survived by his wife Elva LeMoine McDonald and three 
children. Mrs. McDonald continued to l i v e i n the house u n t i l her 
death i n 1972. 

The present owners bought the McKinney-McDonald House i n 1973 and 
are i n the process of restoring the structure. 
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