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Mark W i t h e r s Museum 

H LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER ( j ^ O c J ^ i , / C . CT^W 

B o r c h e r t L o o p Road _NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

T . r ^ r - k h a r t VICINITY OF 2 3 r d 
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T e x a s 048 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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CITY. TOWN 
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STATE 

Texas 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC - i i ^ . ^ . v 
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CITY. TOWN 

L o c k h a r t 
STATE 

Texas 
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TITLE 

DATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

-XFAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

.XUNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

XORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house consists o f two s t o r i e s , w i t h the p r i n c i p a l facade f a c ­
ing northwest. Construction consists of a wood frame supported by 
b r i c k p i e r s and covered w i t h pine weatherboarding. There i s a b r i c k 
chimney attached t o the southwest facade. A two s t o r y porch extends 
along the len g t h of the p r i n c i p a l facade. I n a d d i t i o n , there i s a 
rear , L-shaped two s t o r y porch extending the len g t h o f the two f a ­
cades fac i n g the southeast. 

The o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n ( c i r c a 1895) was rectangular i n pl a n , 
and an a d d i t i o n ( c i r c a 1896) was placed t o j o i n the rear o f the o r i g i ­
n a l work, making the f i n a l r e s u l t almost an "L" i n plan . 

Windows are double hung, w i t h t w o - l i g h t ( f r o n t ) and f o u r - l i g h t 
(rear) sash. Louvred s h u t t e r s , i i i o l u d i n g remnants which s t i l l e x i s t , 
flanked windows on the added (rear) p o r t i o n . 

Ornamentation i s wood, and responds t o the Late V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d . 
Proportions are I t a l i a n a t e . Eaves and e x t e r i o r window heads include 
l i g h t l y scaled mouldings of c l a s s i c p r o f i l e w i t h r e t u r n s a t lower ends 
of gables. Corner boards are used v e r t i c a l l y , and are topped w i t h 
mouldings. Gable end at northeast facade i s h e a v i l y ornamented, i n ­
c l u d i n g scroll-sawn work below the eave moulding a t the apex o f the 
gable as w e l l as ornamental shingles (rounded f i s h - s c a l e b u t t s ) f i l l ­
ing the tympanum of the pediment. A f u l l h o r i z o n t a l boxed cornice 
e x i s t s below the tympanum and a rectangular louvred a t t i c vent i s i n ­
cluded . 

The two-story porch along the p r i n c i p a l facade contains turned 
columns, turned b a l u s t e r s f o r r a i l i n g s , turned spindles i n a rack 
(at upper p a r t of lower porch o n l y ) , and scroll-sawn brackets a t c o l ­
umn heads. The rear porch includes scroll-sawn b a l u s t e r s and column 
brackets. A metal f i r e ladder was added near the south end of the 
porch. 

The r o o f , now covered w i t h metal, o r i g i n a l l y u t i l i z e d wood shingles, 

Except f o r the k i t c h e n , d i n i n g room, bath on the second f l o o r , and 
the u t i l i t y room a l l of which have pain t e d or sta i n e d wood w a l l s 
(beaded edges), i n t e r i o r w a l l s are f i n i s h e d w i t h paper over canvas. 
I n t e r i o r doors and t r i m are ornamentally grained. 

Outbuildings (mostly non-extant) and s t r u c t u r e s included a w e l l , 
w i n d m i l l , smokehouse, d a i r y , quarters f o r domestic hel p , and animal 
pens. The grounds were fenced, i n c l u d i n g an ornamental p i c k e t fence 
at the road. Landscaping included hackberry and pecan t r e e s . 

The house w i l l be r e s t o r e d and w i l l be used as a museum. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

- PERIOD 
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— 1400-1499 
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— 1600-1699 
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X l BOO-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

JXAGRiCULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

-COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

J4XPL0RATI0N/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1895 (1896 f o r rear ) BUILDER/ARCHITECT w. W. Randle (1895 p o r t i o n ) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

M. A. (Mark, "Merry Mark") Withers (b.23 September 1847, d.9 June 1937) 
was instrumental i n the expansion of the beef i n d u s t r y through much of the 
western US, encouraged e a r l y c a t t l e markets and t h e i r r e l a t e d meat process­
ing and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n d u s t r i e s which u l t i m a t e l y terminated i n northeastern 
markets. This a c t i v i t y not only opened new f r o n t i e r s f o r settlement, but ad­
vanced the r a i l r o a d i n d u s t r y , and colored s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , and economic 
pat t e r n s . The process e s t a b l i s h e d the character of the westerner a s e l f -
r e l i a n t i n d i v i d u a l who u t i l i z e d independent i n i t i a t i v e . 

A g r i c u l t u r e , economics; Following the wake of c i v i l war, the western 
p o r t i o n of the d e s t i t u t e South was p o t e n t i a l l y wealthy i n vast herds of 
range c a t t l e i f they could be placed i n beef-scarce northern markets. Hav­
ing d r i v e n c a t t l e from Texas t o d i s t a n t markets since the age of t h i r t e e n , 
Mark Withers moved c a t t l e toward Kansas p o i n t s f o l l o w i n g the C i v i l War. I n ­
cluded as p a r t of the operation were pioneer promotion schemes (capturing 
b u f f a l o and e x h i b i t i n g them i n Chicago) which expanded r a i l r o a d t r a n s p o r t a ­
t i o n t r i b u t a r i e s and i n i t i a t e d midwestern meat processing i n d u s t r i e s . By 
the end of the c a t t l e t r a i l p e r i o d , more than nine m i l l i o n c a t t l e and one 
m i l l i o n horses had been moved northward. 

E x p l o r a t i o n , settlement: Withers also moved herds t h a t were t o stock the 
west, also to provide government beef f o r Souix and Cheyenne commissaries 
i n the Dakotas. Other movements included Cheyenne, Wyoming, O g a l a l l a , Nebra­
ska, and through unknown regions i n c l u d i n g p o r t i o n s of the Utah desert. 
Withers t r a i l e d two herds of s i x thousand c a t t l e t o Powder River, Montana. 
I n a l l , Mark Withers p a r t i c i p a t e d i n twenty seven t r a i l d r i v e s . 

As s t a t e d by T. C. Richardson, "The t r a i l s pioneered new f r o n t i e r s . . . 
wherever they went. The c l i c k of the Longhorns' horns were heard i n the 
counting houses of Europe; t h e i r tough hooves clove new paths i n t o v i r g i n 
lands; t h e i r bed-grounds sprouted c i t i e s ; and the men who followed them 
l e f t the i n d e l i b l e i m p r i n t of t h e i r honesty, courage, and f a r v i s i o n upon 
every l o c a l i t y t h a t f e l t t h e i r presence."* 

A r c h i t e c t u r e : The residence constructed f o r Mark Withers i s an example 
of l a t e nineteenth century domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e , an e x c e l l e n t example of 
the few remaining i n i t s l o c a l e which has not been severely a l t e r e d by ad­
d i t i o n s or changed by m o d i f i c a t i o n s . 

* See: The Handbook of Texas, Volume 1, page 316. 



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
See M. A. (Mark) Withers Residence, a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n by 

Fred T. Rheinlander, a r c h i t e c t . Manuscript (copy, 3 pp) on f i l e a t 
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STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered AUG 2 7 ^ 

Name Location 

Withers, M. A., House LocUisrt vicinity 
Caldwell Cotmty 
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Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon* Lloyd M, Bentsen 
Hon* AbrahsM Xaaen, Jr* 

Regional Director, Southwest Region 
PR Mott 8/31/76 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr* Truett Latiaer 
Executive Director, Texas Historical 

CoBiaission 
P* 0* Bex 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Tscus 78711 

INT: 2950-75 
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ASSIGNED 

Year month day 

is78 03 03 
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Blank 

4 . LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

State H is to r ic Preservation Off ice 
Texas H is to r ica l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin ,. c«Mnt» : Travis 
Texas upcod*: 78711 
Truett Latimer  
(512) 475-3094 

1. Applicant NinM 

b. Ortantatlan Unit 

c. Str««t/P.O. Sox 

d. City 

f. St i t t 

h. Conttet Ptnon (Nam* 

<ft telephone No.) 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 

Mark A. Withers House - Plan, Phase I , Lockhart, 
Caldwell County, Texas 

This 2-story frame house constructed in 1895 was 
residence fo r a noted cattleman who expanded the beef̂ sch»ĵ Dwrid^ 

District industry. The object ive of th i s project is to 
prepare a preservation plan. 
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74-6016195 

PRO­
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Wash•. D.C 20240 

30. FEDERAL GRANT 
IDENTIFICATION 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q t . AWARDED 

• b. REJEaEO 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• «. WITHDRAWN 
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f. TOTAL 
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•00 

33. ACTION DATE • 

Year month day 

19 78 10 07 
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events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ' / ^ f ^ Ju^eJL. flUZ^O^^Ctcfvv 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE (S) ; l ^ ' ) ' ^ — t ^ ^ - i ^ ^ ^ - i ^ ' — 

SOURCEe* (OF NOMINATION) C"pCTa^ STATE 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E ' ( t o nearest tenth of an acre) 

-7 
C O M M E N T S : (include architectural information here) 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

2 '^(Aej rtAA. pc4f)£t> Ui/^ c^u^u. Jdaiti^ticui*. ai7d posh -ihackt-kj 

(X>£)dd ^ 7 a / / y ^ ) /"iit^ £// a^/ettd -76 <yi^tr>t*J S^cfTffn IF^<^^ (•) 


