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The house consists of two stories, with the principal facade fac-
ing northwest. Construction consists of a wood frame supported by
brick piers and covered with pine weatherboarding. There is a brick
chimney attached to the southwest facade. A two story porch extends
along the length of the principal facade. 1In addition, there is a
rear, L-shaped two story porch extending the length of the two fa-
cades facing the southeast.

The original construction (circa 1895) was rectangular in plan,
and an addition (circa 1896) was placed to join the rear of the origi-
nal work, making the final result almost an "L" in plan.

Windows are double hung, with two-light (front) and four-light
(rear) sash. Louvred shutters, inocluding remnants which still exist,
flanked windows on the added (rear) portion. ’

Ornamentation is wood, and responds to the Late Victorian period.
Proportions are Italianate. Eaves and exterior window heads include
lightly scaled mouldings of classic profile with returns at lower ends
of gables. Corner boards are used vertically, and are topped with
mouldings. Gable end at northeast facade is heavily ornamented, in-
cluding scroll-sawn work below the eave moulding at the apex of the
gable as well as ornamental shingles (rounded fish-scale butts) fill-
ing the tympanum of the pediment. A full horizontal boxed cornice
exists below the tympanum and a rectangular louvred attic vent is in-
cluded.

The two-story porch along the principal facade contains turned
columns, turned balusters for railings, turned spindles in a rack
(at upper part of lower porch only), and scroll-sawn brackets at col-
umn heads. The rear porch includes scroll-sawn balusters and column
brackets. A metal fire ladder was added near the south end of the
porch.

The roof, now covered with metal, originally utilized wood shingles.

Except for the kitchen, dining room, bath on the second floor, and
the utility room---all of which have painted or stained wood walls
(beaded edges), interior walls are finished with paper over canvas.
Interior doors and trim are ornamentally grained.

Outbuildings (mostly non-extant) and structures included a well,
windmill, smokehouse, dairy, quarters for domestic help, and animal
pens. The grounds were fenced, including an ornamental picket fence
at the road. Landscaping included hackberry and pecan trees.

The house will be restored and will be used as a museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

M. A. (Mark, "Merry Mark") Withers (b.23 September 1847, d.9 June 1937)
was instrumental in the expansion of the beef industry through much of the
western US, encouraged early cattle markets and their related meat process-
ing and transportation industries which ultimately terminated in northeastern
markets. This activity not only opened new frontiers for settlement, but ad-
vanced the railroad industry, and colored social, political, and economic
patterns. The process established the character of the westerner---a self-
reliant individual who utilized independent initiative.

Agriculture, economics: Following the wake of civil war, the western
portion of the destitute South was potentially wealthy in vast herds of
range cattle if they could be placed in beef-scarce northern markets. Hav-
ing driven cattle from Texas to distant markets since the age of thirteen,
Mark Withers moved cattle toward Kansas points following the Civil War. In-
cluded as part of the operation were pioneer promotion schemes (capturing
buffalo and exhibiting them in Chicago) which expanded railroad transporta-
tion tributaries and initiated midwestern meat processing industries. By
the end of the cattle trail period, more than nine million cattle and one
million horses had been moved northward.

Exploration, settlement: Withers also moved herds that were to stock the
west, also to provide government beef for Souix and Cheyenne commissaries
in the Dakotas. Other movements included Cheyenne, Wyoming, Ogalalla, Nebra-
ska, and through unknown regions including portions of the Utah desert.
Withers trailed two herds of six thousand cattle to Powder River, Montana.
In all, Mark Withers participated in twenty seven trail drives.

As stated by T. C. Richardson, "The trails pioneered new frontiers...
wherever they went. The click of the Longhorns' horns were heard in the
counting houses of Europe; their tough hooves clove new paths into virgin
lands; their bed-grounds sprouted cities; and the men who followed them
left the indelible imprint of their honesty, courage, and far vision ‘upon
every locality that felt their presence."*

Architecture: The residence constructed for Mark Withers is an example
of late nineteenth century domestic architecture, an excellent example of
the few remaining in its locale which has not been severely altered by ad-
ditions or changed by modifications.

* See: The Handbook of Texas, Volume 1, page 316.




FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See M. A. (Mark) Withers Residence, architectural description by
Fred T. Rheinlander, architect. Manuscript (copy, 3 pp) on file at
the Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas.
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The house will be restored and will be used as a museum
honoring the tradition of the trail drivers.
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