
Form No 10-300 (Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

DATA SHEET 
USEONLY FOR NPS I 

RECEIVED OCT 2 4 1975 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NAT/ONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

INAME 
HISTORIC 

Santa Fe Railroad S t a t i o n 
AND/OR COMMON 

ILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washing ton Avenue be tween E . Depot & E . Adams Sifj§T.FORPUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Brownwood VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

17 
STATE 

T e x a s 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY CODE 

Brown 049 

CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

_DISTRICT 

JXBUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

O W N E R S H I P 

—PUBLIC 

XpRlVATE 

—BOTH 

P U B L I C A C Q U I S I T I O N 

_ I N PROCESS 

X B E I N G CONSIDERED 

S T A T U S 

—OCCUPIED 

X_UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 
X_YES: RESTRICTED 

—YES; UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

P R E S E N T U S E 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 
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— PARK 
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HOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

A t c h i s o n , Topeka and Santa Re Railway Company 
STREET & NUMBER 

80 East Jackson S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

C h i c a g o VICINITY OF 

STATE 

I l l i n o i s 60604 

BjLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC B r o w n C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREETS, NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Brownwood 
STATE 

Texas 

OREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Brown County H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

J u l y 1 9 7 5 —FEDERAL XLSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS r p g ^ a s H l s t o r l c a l C o m m l s s l o n 
CITY. TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

Texas 



H DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X _ O R I G I N A L SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS J5vLTERED —MOVED DATE 

X F A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Santa Fe Railroad S t a t i o n i n Brownwood, Texas, i s located on the 
block bounded by Washington Avenue on the n o r t h , Adams St r e e t on the 
east, the Santa Fe main l i n e on the south, and Depot S t r e e t on the west. 
The f a c i l i t y comprises two separate b u i l d i n g s which are j o i n e d by a 
covered l o g g i a . The Harvey House Restaurant and Hotel was b u i l t i n 1911 
at the east end o f the pr o p e r t y i n the P r a i r i e s t y l e . The passenger 
s t a t i o n a t the west end o f the p r o p e r t y was b u i l t i n 1909, also i n the 
P r a i r i e s t y l e . The two b u i l d i n g s complement each other and form an 
i n t e r e s t i n g f a c i l i t y . 

The brown b r i c k s which serve as the s t r u c t u r a l system as w e l l as 
the facade composition were brought from C o f f e e v i l l e , Kansas. T y p i c a l 
P r a i r i e s t y l e m o t i f s i n the f o m o f h o r i z o n t a l bands of b r i c k s , t r a c k s i d e 
canopies, wide eaves w i t h supporting brackets, hipped roofs of Spanish 
t i l e s , and windows of low and wide p r o p o r t i o n s grace the facades of 
both b u i l d i n g s . 

The Harvey House b u i l d i n g i s rectangular i n plan w i t h d i n i n g rooms 
on the f i r s t f l o o r and h o t e l rooms on the second f l o o r . The d i n i n g 
rooms c o n s i s t o f a coffee shop, a r e s t a u r a n t , extensive k i t c h e n f a c i l i t i e s , 
and a tea room. Most notable o f these rooms i s the tea room w i t h i t s 
P r a i r i e s t y l e s t e n c i l i n g on the w a l l s and c e i l i n g . The room i s located 
on the east end o f the b u i l d i n g w i t h large windows and doors on three 
sides, thereby g i v i n g the room a l i g h t e f f e c t . Door and window frames, 
wainscoting, and p l a t e r a i l s are constructed of English oak. 

The passenger s t a t i o n i s a symmetrical b u i l d i n g , r ectangular i n plan, 
w i t h a two-story telegrapher's tower i n the center. An i n t e r e s t i n g 
m o t i f i s the use o f Romanesque arches f o r a l l e x t e r i o r openings. P a r t i c 
u l a r l y f i n e d e t a i l i n g i s found i n the b r i c k arch o f the telegrapher's 
tower. The i n t e r i o r i s d i v i d e d i n t o three large sections as i s c l e a r l y 
defined i n the e x t e r i o r c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The w a i t i n g room, on the east 
end, i s a large space measuring approximately t h i r t y by s i x t y f e e t w i t h 
a c e i l i n g height o f six t e e n f e e t . A h o r i z o n t a l band of English oak 
di v i d e s the w a l l s i n equal sections, thereby separating the b r i c k surface 
on the lower p o r t i o n from the p l a s t e r above. A heavy p l a s t e r cornice 
o f many planes graces the c e i l i n g o f t h i s room. The c e n t r a l space i n 
the two-story tower houses the telegrapher's bay, the t i c k e t counter, 
and the r e s t rooms w i t h o f f i c e s on the second f l o o r . The west end of 
the b u i l d i n g houses the baggage room, the Railway Express Agency, and 
colored w a i t i n g room i n three bays of equal s i z e . 
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E x t e r i o r landscaping on the east end of the b u i l d i n g consisted of 
a fenced flower garden w i t h t r e e s and shrubbery. A l l walkways and 
stree t p a v i n g are covered w i t h C o f f e e v i l l e b r i c k s which complement the 
e x t e r i o r composition. 
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[1 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 
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— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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—ART 
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—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 
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—ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
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—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

^^TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 9 0 9 ; 1 9 1 1 BUILDER/ARCHITECT S a n t a F e R a i l r o a d 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Santa Fe Railroad Passenger S t a t i o n i n Brownwood, Texas, i s one 
of the few large depots remaining i n t a c t i n the s t a t e . B u i l t a t a time 
when r a i l t r a v e l was a t i t s peak i n the Southwest, the s t a t i o n represents 
an outstanding example o f the P r a i r i e s t y l e from the f i r s t decade o f the 
t w e n t i e t h century. Despite i t s present d e t e r i o r a t e d c o n d i t i o n , the 
b u i l d i n g represents e x c e l l e n t adaptive use p o t e n t i a l which could a l l e v i a t e 
a s o c i a l l y d e c l i n i n g neighborhood as w e l l as r e s t o r e a v i t a l l i n k w i t h the 
Santa Fe Railroad's i l l u s t r i o u s past i n Brownwood. 

The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad i n i t i a t e d passenger 
service t o Brownwood on December 31, 1885. Crowds l i n e d the t r a c k s as 
engine No. 27 p u l l e d a s t r i n g o f wooden coaches i n t o town. This h i s t o r i c 
event put an end t o the dependence of the community on horse, mule, and 
ox-drawn wagon t r a i n s f o r supplies. 

The f i r s t depot was b u i l t i n 1885 on a s i t e d i r e c t l y opposite the 
present s t a t i o n . This b u i l d i n g burned on November 23, 1892 and was replaced 
w i t h a wooden f r e i g h t s t a t i o n , which was t r a n s p o r t e d on ten f l a t cars from 
Paris, Texas. The f r e i g h t s t a t i o n remained on the s i t e o f the o r i g i n a l s 
s t a t i o n u n t i l 1909 when i t was moved two blocks t o the east t o make room 
f o r the new f a c i l i t y . 

The present s t a t i o n was completed i n 1909 t o meet the demands of a 
growing passenger business i n Brownwood. Selected from several designs 
submitted by the a r c h i t e c t u r a l department of the Santa Fe Railroad, the 
s t r u c t u r e represents an outstanding example of the P r a i r i e s t y l e i n Texas. 
O r i g i n a l design proposals are f i l e d i n the Santa Fe headquarters o f f i c e 
i n Chicago. 

In the p r e - d i n i n g car era o f r a i l r o a d passenger t r a v e l , patrons 
depended on restaurants near the s t a t i o n f o r meals. The f i r s t r e s t a u r a n t 
across from the s t a t i o n was b u i l t i n 1885 w i t h the advent o f passenger 
service i n Brownwood. This popular establishment was operated by 
Mrs. Bertha McDermott u n t i l a new f a c i l i t y was added t o the s t a t i o n i n 1911, 

L 



IMAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L REFERENCES 

"Brownwood Lankmark Vacated," Brownwood B u l l e t i n , August 18, 1974. 

Havins, T. R. Something About Brown. (Brownwood: Banner P r i n t i n g 
Company, 1958). pp. 58-59. 
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The Santa Fe Railroad signed a c o n t r a c t w i t h the Fred Harvey resta u r a n t 
chain from C a l i f o r n i a t h a t year and the Harvey House Restaurant and Hotel 
V7as b u i l t t o the east o f the passenger s t a t i o n and connected w i t h the 
s t a t i o n by a covered l o g g i a . 

With the t e c h n i c a l advancement o f r a i l r o a d passenger equipment i n the 
1920's, d i n i n g cars operated by Fred Harvey and plush Pullman cars were 
added t o the r o s t e r s o f most t r a i n s which t r a v e l e d through Brownwood. As 
a r e s u l t of such luxury accommodations, the patronage a t the Harvey House 
declined. As was experienced by a l l American r a i l r o a d s d u r i n g World War I I , 
passenger t r a f f i c reached an a l l - t i m e peak and the p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s were 
taxed t o t h e i r l i m i t s . With the end of the war came a gre a t e r slump i n 
t r a f f i c and the Harvey House closed i t s doors. 

In the great years of r a i l r o a d t r a v e l , Brownwood was serviced by 
f i f t e e n passenger t r a i n s a day. Among the more notable t r a i n s were the 
"Antelope" from Kansas C i t y t o Brownwood; the " C a l i f o r n i a Special" from 
Los Angeles t o D a l l a s ; the "Navajo" from Los Angeles t o Houston; and the 
"Texan" from C l o v i s , New Mexico t o Temple. A c t i v i t y a t the s t a t i o n con
tinued through the 1960's w i t h f o u r t r a i n s a day as l a t e as 1964 and 
occasional s p e c i a l t r a i n s such as the twenty-car " F o o t b a l l Special" which 
ran t o Cleburne on September 21, 1962 f o r the opening high school game of 
the season. But passenger se r v i c e dwindled t o one t r a i n a day and the 
l a s t passenger t r a i n through Brownwood l e f t the s t a t i o n on J u l y 21, 1968. 

The f a c i l i t y a t Washington Avenue and Adams S t r e e t continued as a 
Santa Fe f r e i g h t o f f i c e u n t i l August 19, 1974, when the o f f i c e s were moved 
to Coggin Avenue. At the present time, the b u i l d i n g s are unoccupied and 
have been boarded-up t o prevent f u r t h e r vandalism. The Brownwood C i v i c 
Theatre, Inc., i s n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h the Santa Fe Railroad f o r purchase of 
the b u i l d i n g . The s t a t i o n would adapt very w e l l t o the needs o f the 
organization w i t h the audience accommodation i n the w a i t i n g room, the stage 
i n the telegrapher's tower, and the backstage f a c i l i t i e s i n the baggage 
room. 

GPO 892 455 
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TECITT LATIMCB 
UUCCTmt M U C T M 

P.a BfH Mm 
Aonui nxAS wni 

June 11, 1981 

Carol Ebright, Joy Bush 
HCRS 
National Register Department 
Pension Building 
440 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Carol, Joy, 

AS mentioned on the phone to Carol this week, another l i s t of 
Item 10 corrections for previous NR listings from Texas has been 
compiled. A copy i s enclosed for your records. In each case the 
readings were off slightly on the original forms or the maps have 
been changed slightly by the USGS revisions. 

Thank you for the c a l l on Ft. Anahuac, the local committee w i l l 
be very pleased when everything in finaliaed. We have pretty much 
gone through a l l of the f i l e s , so I don't think there*will be too 
many more corrections. Hope a l l i s well with^you. 

Sincerely, 

Ulrich Kleinschmidt 
National Register Archeologist 
Texas Historical Commission. 



UnHMl ttatM IHpMrtmMit off tli« Intwior 
Norita«« Cons«rv«Uon and R«cr««tlon Smvic* 

National Register of Historic Places 
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Condhuation aheet Ksmnumbsr 

Item #10 corrections for: 

Walker Ranch - Bexar County (2/24/75) 

USGS Castle H i l l s has UTM li s t e d , although old form has only latitude/longitude. 
The UTM's have Incorrect l i s t i n g for Point (D), which should read: 
Z14/E548062/N326950 to conform to the mapped rectangle. 

Lake Theo Folsom Site Complex - Briscoe County (4/28/75) 

Map correct as originally shown. UTM's listed incorrectly. Should be: 
A) 14/ 3 08 425 / 38 10 640 
B) 14/ 3 12 360 / 38 10 580 
C) 14/ 3 12 360 / 38 09 440 
D) 14/ 3 08 415 / 38 09 540 

••' -'' ' . '̂ m-''''". • v" • • . , .•• 

Bridges-Johnson House - Meridian v i c i n i t y , Bosque County (10/25/79) 

USGS map has changed and UTM location is now: Z 14/ 6 26 260 / 35 30 660 

Bowie County Courthouse and J a i l - New Boston, Bowie County (11/16/77) 

UTM should read: 15/ 3 67 850 / 37 01 025 

Saenger Theater - Texarkana, Bowie County (7/12/78) 

UTM should read: 15/4 02 880 / 36 98 300 

First National Bank Building - Meridian, Bosque County (11/7/79) 

USGS 7.5 map lines for UTM's have changed with 1979 photo revision. 
Therefore 1981 location by UTM coordinates reads: 14/ 6 27 000 / 35 32 440 

Vamer-Hogg Plantation - West Columbia v i c i n i t y , Brazoria County (4/9/80) 

A) 15/ 2 42 890 / 32 29 030 C) 15/ 2 43 610 / 32 28 610 
B) 15/ 2 43 260 / 32 29 230 D) 15/ 2 43 380 / 32 28 200 

Bryan Carnegie Library - Bryan, Brazos County (10/27/76) 

A) 14/ 7 51 660 / 33 96 180 



U M I M StatM Do^artaMnt of tho Intorior 
'Horit«90 Consorvatiofi mnd Rooroatiofi Sorvieo 

Siational Register of Historic Places 
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• date entered 

Continuation sheet ItMn number 

Corrections continued -

Santa Fe Railroad Station - Brownwood, Brown County (1/2/76) 

UTM never l i s t e d , i t i s : A) 14/ 5 01 920 / 35 08 765 

St. John's Episcopal Church - Brownwood, Brown County (9/4/79) 

A) 14/ 5 01 420 / 35 09 100 

Bishop Site - Salt Gap v i c i n i t y , Concho County (6/17/77) 

Typo: should be 14/ 4 41 300 / 34 63 000 

mm 
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Texas Historical (Hommission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tmett Latimer 
Executive Director 

October 20, 1975 

Na t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C St r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

To whom i t may concern: 

I n the enclosed N a t i o n a l Register submission, the USGS 
map does not include the UTM g r i d t i c k s ; and a f t e r having 
checked w i t h the USGS o f f i c e i n Denver, the new 7.5 minute 
maps are not y e t a v a i l a b l e . Since the UTM reference w i l l 
have to be c a l c u l a t e d before i t can be considered f o r the 
Register, I decided t o complete the i n f o r m a t i o n known on 
the map and leave a space f o r the reference c a l c u l a t i o n s . 
No one i n t h i s o f f i c e had c a l c u l a t e d l o n g i t u d i n a l and 
l a t i t u d i n a l coordinates f o r a 15 minute map pr e v i o u s l y . 
I hope t h i s procedure w i l l not be cause f o r great inconvenience. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Smith 
Restoration Consultant 

SS/s 



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
p. O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

TRUETT LATIMER 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

October 28, 1975 

Na t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

To Whom I t May Concern: 

Enclosed i s Photo No. 10 t o be included w i t h the 
Santa Fe Railroad S t a t i o n , Brownwood, Texas, 
submission which was sent from t h i s o f f i c e on 
October 21, 1975. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Smith 
Restoration Consultant 

SS: sw 
Enclosure 
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Stata Historic yraaarratlon offlcar 
Mr. Truact IAtimer 
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Austin, t̂ axaa 78711 

INT: 2950-75 
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t'̂ cjf^ ̂ AKPiN€i, r^ f -am^ rrĉ om^̂  ct'^ lô Ag-RJU.-UPTH mion, fe^^icjcpuvrft^pM PAVIMC-I|̂ ^W-

r iF A D D I T I O N A L SPACE N E E D E D . N U M BE R & PUT O N R E V E R S E I 




