
Form No. 10-300 , \0 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED AUG 1 9 1976 

DATE ENTERED 

DATA SHEET 

S E E INSTRUCTIONS IN H O W T O C O M P L E T E NATIONAL R E G I S T E R F O R M S 

TYPE A L L ENTRIES - C O M P L E T E A P P L I C A B L E SECTIONS 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Cavitt House 
AND/OR COMMON 

[LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

713 East 30th street -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Bryan VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

S i x t h 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

^77001-
COUNTY 

Brazos 
CODE 

77^01 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

ISTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

X-PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 

XUNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

—YES: RESTRICTED 

X Y E S ; UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL X_PR|VATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M i s s E d i t h C a v i t t and Mxss E t h e l C a v x t t 
STREET & NUMBER 

S t . Joseph H o s p i t a l 
CITY, TOWN 

B r y a n VICINITYOF 

STATE 

Texas 77801 

BfLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETc Brazos County C l e r k ' s O f f i c e 
STREETS! NUMBER 

Brazos County Coaarthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Bryan 
STATE 

Texas 77801 

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

P h i l i p s A d d i t i o n t o t h e C i t y o f B r y a n , Brazos Coun ty , Texas 

DATE 

2 g ' 7 ] _ —FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY X L O C A L 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ C l e r k ' s O f f i c e 

CITY, TOWN 

Bryan 
STATE 

Texas 77801 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

X F A I R 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

X_UNALTERED 

ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

X-ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The C a v i t t House, located i n Bryan, Texas, i s a two-story stuccoed 
b r i c k masonry s t r u c t u r e w i t h load bearing e x t e r i o r w a l l s . The e l l 
shaped house i s Bryan's o l d e s t residence and i s the o n l y l o c a l example 
of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . 

The C a v i t t House con s i s t s o f three elements, a two-story rectangular 
main facade, a two-story secondary block located immediately west of the 
main block, and a one s t o r y k i t c h e n e l l l o c a t e d on the westem side of 
the secondary blocks. 

The eastern facade of the C a v i t t House e x h i b i t s the asymmetrical 
massing and l a r g e f e n e s t r a t i o n t y p i c a l of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The 
facade i s d i v i d e d v e r t i c a l l y i n an A, B, C. C, p a t t e r n . The northeastern 
2/3rds of the facade contains a deeply i n s e t double g a l l e r y w i t h wide bays 
which frame entrances on both f l o o r s , f l a n k e d by two narrower bays on the 
n o r t h side. Three p i l l a r s on each l e v e l support the g a l l e r i e s . They are 
very austere w i t h simple m i t r e d cyma r e c t a moulded caps and bases. The 
p i l l a r s themselves are square wooden columns. The second f l o o r g a l l e r y ' s 
b a l u s t r a d e however, i s composed of s l i m machine turned wooden b a l l u s t e r s . 
The A - s e c t i o n o f the facade contains a wide rectangular bay window on 
the f i r s t f l o o r w i t h 2/2 l i g h t double hung sash windows. The bay has no 
ornamentation or cornice other than the metal r a i n g u t t e r which c a r r i e s 
r u n o f f from i t s small wood shingled hipped r o o f . Above the bay are 
p a i r e d 2/2 l i g h t double hung sash windows set w i t h i n a s i n g l e broad 
opening w i t h a s t i l t e d segmental arch. An i d e n t i c a l bay window and s t i l t e d 
arched window combination i s located on the n o r t h side of the house. 

The main entrance co n s i s t s o f panelled double doors, each w i t h a f i x e d 
rectangular glass pane w i t h a ro\ind headed two l i g h t transom which has 
a s i n g l e v e r t i c a l m u l l i o n . The second f l o o r g a l l e r y entrance i s a panelled 
door w i t h a s i n g l e pane arched transom. The f i r s t and second s t o r y 
entrances on the west side of the house are s i m i l a r . 

The i n s e t double g a l l e r i e s on the west side of the house are supported 
by three chamfered square wooden columns on each l e v e l . The f i r s t f l o o r 
columns have simple m i t r e d cyma r e c t a moulded caps and bases. The second 
f l o o r columns are more elaborate w i t h bolder cyma re c t a moulded caps 
and t r e f o l i a t e d brackets. The b a l l u s t r a d e i s composed of wooden machine 
t u m e d b a l l u s t e r s . The e l a b o r a t i o n o f the second f l o o r i s t y p i c a l of the 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e and i s i n t e r p r e t e d i n the courthouse i n only these few 
d e t a i l s . I n the e a r l y 20th century, a 1/2 t u r n s t a i r c a s e , supported on 
crude wooden posts, was b u i l t a t the southwest end of the g a l l e r y . The 
s t a i r s have a simple s l a t b a l u s t r a d e and are enclosed from the mid f i r s t 
f l o o r landing t o the second s t o r y g a l l e r y . A panelled door which opens on 
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t o the landing provides access t o the second f l i g h t of s t a i r s . 
The k i t c h e n e l l i s connected to the western g a l l e r y by means of a 

s i n g l e s t o r y g a l l e r y c o n s i s t i n g of a shed roof supported on three 
chamfered coliamns w i t h simple m i t r e d and beveled caps and bases. 

The k i t c h e n e l l , u n l i k e the remainder of the C a v i t t House, 
has double hung 4/4 l i g h t sash windows. The rectangular e l l has 
a f i r e p l a c e and chimney on i t s n o r t h w a l l . The chimney i s p l a s t e r e d 
b r i c k and r i s e s on l y s l i g h t l y above the e l l ' s r i d g e pole which runs 
east and west. A breezeway once d i v i d e d the e l l from the two-story 
secondary block, has been enclosed w i t h a stuccoed b r i c k w a l l on i t s 
n o r t h side and w i t h g l a z i n g and screening on i t s south end. Access 
t o the breezeway i s gained through a three panel door w i t h a s i n g l e 
f i x e d top pane i n s e r t e d i n t o the n o r t h w a l l of the breezeway. A 
small b r i c k veneer concrete stoop w i t h t u b u l a r s t e e l h a n d r a i l s 
was added i n the e a r l y 20th century. The s t a i r s are a t a r i g h t angle 
t o the k i t c h e n e l l ' s n o r t h w a l l . S i m i l a r b r i c k veneer slabs were 
used t o replace the f l o o r s of the ground l e v e l g a l l e r i e s . 

The C a v i t t House has a siobdued wooden f r i e z e w i t h r a i s e d discs 
and r e c t a l i n e a r panels i n a l t e r n a t i n g sequence. There i s no c o m i c e 
other than the metal r a i n g u t t e r s . The two-story blocks have wood 
shingled hipped roofs whose r i d g e poles i n t e r s e c t a t a r i g h t angle. 
A "T" shaped captain's walk serves t o v i s u a l l y l i n k the two separate 
roof elements- The head of the "T" i s loc a t e d above the r i d g e pole 
of the eastern block. The captain's walk has a simple s l a t 
balustrade. 

The C a v i t t House i s i n good c o n d i t i o n and has c o n s i s t e n t l y been 
maintained by the C a v i t t f a m i l y since i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . The house 
contains many of i t s o r i g i n a l f u r n i s h i n g s and i s c u r r e n t l y owned by 
E d i t h and Ethe l C a v i t t , daughters of the home's b u i l d e r . The house 
has been vacant since i t s owners entered a l o c a l nursing f a c i l i t y i n 
1971. 

GPO 892 455 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

2£l800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

J5*RCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c a . 1875 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The C a v i t t House, loc a t e d i n Bryan, Texas, i s the o l d e s t r e s i d e n t i a l 
s t r u c t u r e i n Bryan and the only l o c a l example of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . 
B u i l t as the home o f W i l l i a m R. C a v i t t , a l o c a l f i n a n c i e r , the house 
i s unusually austere f o r i t s era and s t y l e . 

W. R. C a v i t t , a prominent Brazos County landowner, purchased the 
c i t y block on which the house stands f o r $1,000 i n January, 1875. 
The f o l l o w i n g October he brought h i s b r i d e , Mary M i t c h e l l C a v i t t , 
t o the newly completed house. The l a r g e , w h i t e stuccoed home was 
constructed i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e w i t h t y p i c a l l y l a r g e f e n e s t r a t i o n , 
a ssymetrical massing and dominant cubic shapes. However, the house 
was unusually chaste f o r i t s s t y l e and date, and lacked the deep 
bracketed c o m i c e s , corner tower, and elaborate m i l l w o r k commonly 
foiond i n contemporary examples o f the mode. By the t u r n o f the 
century the house had extensive gardens, one of Texas' f i r s t p r i v a t e 
t e n n i s c o u r t s , and a ce d a r - l i n e d walk leading t o the main entrance. 
Only the cedar walk has survived t o the present. 

C a v i t t was a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n c i v i c a f f a i r s and twice served as 
a county a t t o r n e y , from 1878 t o 1880 and again from 1882 t o 1884. 
I n personal business matters, C a v i t t was p r i m a r i l y i n v o l v e d i n the 
p l a n t i n g o f co t t o n and the a c q u i s i t i o n of r i c h farmland i n the 
surrounding Brazos v a l l e y . At the time o f h i s death, i n 1924, C a v i t t 
owned much of the land between Bryan and nearby College S t a t i o n . 

Of C a v i t t ' s s i x c h i l d r e n , two are s t i l l l i v i n g . E d i t h and Et h e l 
C a v i t t , p r e s e n t l y confined t o a l o c a l nursing home, have r e t a i n e d 
ownership of the C a v i t t House and most of i t s o r i g i n a l f u r n i s h i n g s . 

The C a v i t t House i s unique i n Bryan f o r i t s continued ownership 
by the f a m i l y which b u i l t i t and f o r the near t o t a l lack o f major 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s and a l t e r a t i o n s , which have preserved the house i n very 
n e a r l y i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. The age o f the C a v i t t House i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t since much of Bryan was enlarged and r e b u i l t 
i n the years f o l l o w i n g Reconstruction, a f t e r the e r e c t i o n of the 
C a v i t t House.The C a v i t t House i s t h e r e f o r e of p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r i c a l 
value t o the c i t y of Bryan since i t represents the e a r l i e s t group o f 
s u b s t a n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t t h e r e . 



IMAJOR BisLioGRAPfflCAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Voliime M, page 253, Deed Records, Brazos County, Texas. 
Other volumes recording probate proceedings, marriages and 
deaths. 

IGEOGRAPfflCAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 4 a C r e S 

UTM REFERENCES 

A|1.4 I |7 |5 .2 |2 .6 ,0 | 13.319.513. 801 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c U J I I • I • • I I • I . I • • 1 

LL I . I • I • . 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

' J—L • L J I I • I • • I I I i I J 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Cavitt House i s located at 713 East 30th street i n the c i t y of 
Bryan, Texas. The house i s located at the center of a square 4 acre 
t r a c t ( 1 Bryan City Block). 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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[STATE fflSTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natipnal Historic Prese 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National /e^ is ter and certify 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Servic 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

evaluated according to the 

TITLE DATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY T S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE 0 
ATTEST: J''A- DATE 

r \ K ^ P E R OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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Webb, Walter Prescott, ed., The Handbook o f Texas, A u s t i n : 
The Texas State H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , 1952, Volumes A-K, L-Z 

Dozier, P h y l l i s , The C a v i t t House. A research paper prepared 
f o r the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission by Ms. Dozier, 
Executive D i r e c t o r of the A r t s Council o f Brazos V a l l e y . 
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NOTICE O i. " " ^ 

Original l e t t e r i s f i l e d with /̂ '•'''̂  /7 
the first property referred in ^ y / ) 
the text. ^ // 

//// 

SEE FIRST PROPERTY FILE A / 

b̂onk yoti for your r«e«ixt Utt«r im MMlf of Na, A y l U a Dosi«r 
cone«sdB* th« aoBdjMtSoa of th« Br»it e«r«i#gl* MMr«n^ MXA tb« 
cavj^t Hott««« ar>20» County. T<KCM. to tho Satloml S«slsi«r of 
EiBtcric mc«o« ^ 

Wo «ro pleased to mMtm yoa that both tho Bryoa Caxa^o Lihron 
aod the Covitt BOUM voro oaterod la tho ARtiOMl S^iotor OA 
October 27, 1J?6. 1^lA»ed ore Xeoflots «hlch doeeriho tho 
Xatloaol fi^^istey ood crttt«-la-oid progroas. 

ite ^ îprecloto jrour latcreot ia historic preservatim* 

Slncerelgr yoors, 

. 'Aascclata 
Director 

&Mlx>sures 

bcc; 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Coooiission 
P.O. Box 12276, Cc^itol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711) v/c of inc. 

Regional Dlrector-SouthlaBrest) 

001-Beading File 

160-Curry) / 190) / TOO) / 76^) / 880) / 

FHP: KJBurns:JLH:mj:/0/29/76, 

[BASIC FILB HElAlinSD III 880) 
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Ronorahio Olia 2, Teagao 
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!>ear ttr* Teagoet 

Thank you for your rwseaft Utter l a b«half of Ms. PhylXis Dosier 
eonceraing the noodaatioa of tho arvaa eayn*gi« Lihrftry and tho 
Cavitt House, Brazos County. Teaaa. to tho national llesiater of 
Histcne Places* 

We are pleased to advise you that both the Bryan Carafe Library 
and the Cavitt House were entered la the national Besiater oa 
October 27, l97o. Enclosed are leaflets *hich describe the 
Katlonal Besister and era&ts>in-aid progroas. 

We KppteciAt^ your Interest in historic preservatlcai. 

Sincerely ycnxra, 

'Assoolata 
Director 

&ielosures 

bcc: 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 787II) v/c of inc. 

Regional Director-Southlawest) 

001-Heading File 

160-Curry) / 190) / 700) / 7600) / 880) / 

FNP: KJBurns: JUT :inj: /0/29/76, 
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3. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N G / R E C E l V I N G C A L L 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered OCT Zl 1976 

Name Location 

Cavitt Bouse 

Bryan Carnegie Library 

Bryan 

Brasos County 

Bryan 

Brazos County 

Also Notified 
Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Olin E. Teague 
Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

880 MMott/row 11/4/76 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
lie. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

INT: 2950-75 
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• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY "XO 

D POLITICS/ GOVT.- 21 •RECREATION -28 

• RELIGION-22 • SETTLEMENI-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PlANmNG-31 

• SOCIAL/HUMAHITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S expla in 
• f i r s t ' • 

'oldest"eg - o ldes t res idence i n 
c i t y 

•only' H - only l o c a l example o f 
the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e 

^ func t ions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: R e s i d e n c e 

Residence 

d a t e s of initial construction: 1 8 7 5 

maior alterations: 

tiistoric events: 

^architect: 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
' A S S O C I A T I O N 

@engi (architectural style(s): 
I t a l i a n a t e 

kmaster builder: neer: 

^ landscape architect / (garden designer: \ in ter ior decorator: a r t i s t : partisan: ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

0 ^ N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP Br i ck , stuccoed; 2 s to r i e s , L-shepecj hipped roof v ' i th deck, i n t e r i o r chimneys, double-door 

entrance, Ist-fend ?nd-story single-door entrances, recessed f r o n t end reer double ga l l e r i e s i" i th belustrede, ^indo'-'-s set i n 

segmentel-erched recesses; 1-story ki tchen e l l . Only l o c e l example of the I t e l l s n a t e s t y l e ; b u i l t f o r W.R. C a v i t t , prominent 

land OFner; c i t y ' s oldest r e s iden t i a l s t ruc ture . 

r e v i e w e I IF A D D I T I O N A L SPACE N E E D E D . N U M B E R & PUT O N R E V E R S E I 


