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Located two blocks from the central business district of Texarkana near
the Texas-Arkansas state line is the Draughn-Moore house. Built in 1883-
84, the raised two-story house is situated on a quarter block of one of the
few remaining wooded areas in downtown Texarkana. The site is bounded by
two streets, 5th street at the northwest and Pine street at the southwest.
An alley separates the rear of the house from St. James Episcopal Church.
Enclosing the beautiful grounds is a high brick wall, first built in 1884
as a low retaining wall and increased in height in the late 1930's to
provide privacy. Wrought iron gates mark the entrance at Pine street.
Raised over a full basement, the apparent three stories of the Draughn-
Moore House is further heightened by its location on a high terrace above
the street. An octagonal cupola rising from the central part of the roof
adds to this sense of verticality.

The unique design of the Draughn-Moore house has three large bays on the
southwest, southeast and northwest facades and a rectangular wing on the
northeast side all radiating from a central mass. The house is known
locally as the "Ace of Clubs" House, for the design resembles the three
leaves and stem of a "club". An octagonal cupola rises from the central
portion. To this original design some additions were made in the 1920's
when the present owner moved into the house. In the early 1920's an
off-center two-story wing was added at the rear, and another wing was
built at the eastern corner of the southeast side bay. These wings have
no corresponding rooms on the basement level. The architectural details
of the wings conform exactly to those of the original building.

In the late 1920's a raised one-story brick gallery replaced the original
one-story frame gallery which had cast iron supports that encircled the
front bay. The current raised gallery, which extends around the south-
west facade, is supported on stuccoed brick eliptical arches, has a
cross-patterned grillwork balustrade, canopies and a low pitched tile
roof with wide overhanging eaves. In recent years the southern half of
the porch has been screened. Stairs are located on the western end of
the gallery. There is an entry located in each of the four vestibules.
The openings on either side of the front bay have a leaded, beveled glass
door with transom. At the rear, the doors have an etched rose octagonal
pattern in the glass and a large transom.

To the east of the house is the original carriage house. The rectangular
structure with gables projecting from the pitch of the roof of the south-

west and northeast facades, was converted into a garage in the 20th century.

Large openings were cut at the southeast and northwest sides for garage
openings and an enclosed walkway to the back porch of the house was added.
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Also added to the rear of the house was an elevator shaft and a
raised two-story screened-in gallery across the rear of the south-
east side of the rectangular wing. There is also a one-story
gallery on the northwest side.

The exterior detail displays Italianate characteristics. The brick
walls were originally stuccoed and scored to appear like large stone
blocks. Some of the walls have been replastered without being scored.
Raised stringcourses delineate the floor levels. Marking the corners
of the polygonal bays are pilasters formed by raised brickwork which
are also stuccoed and scored to resemble large stone block quoins.
Another Italianate feature is the use of the two styles of pedimented
hood molds over the narrow 2/2 light windows. The low-pitched roof
has projecting eaves supported by brackets and larger corner brackets.
Sheltered by the eaves are frieze panels and a cornice with triangular
dentils. Surmounting the roof is the wood-frame cupola with round
arched windows in each of its eight sides. The windows were originally
rose colored, but have been replaced with purple lights. The cupola
is crowned by a low roof with wide bracketed eaves.

The interior floor plan contains a two-story octagonal rotunda
surrounded on three sides by octagonal rooms and on the fourth side

by a rectangular wing. Small barrel-vaulted vestibules connect each
of the four rooms. The original kitchen was located in the rectangular
room in the basement and served the dining room above it by a dumb
waiter. In the 1920's a two-story wing was added to the north corner
of the dining room, and the first floor has been used since then as the
kitchen. The basement rooms are presently used for offices, a laundry
and a game room,

The nucleus of the upper stories is the octagonal rotunda with a
central well of about 40 feet. The cupola, with arched stained glass
windows in each of its eight sides, lights the well. The surrounding
rooms on the first floor are formal rooms joined by the vestibules.
During the 1920's these hallways were enclosed by tambour doors that
fold into the fixed casing under the arch. The circular stairway in
the rotunda follows the octagonal configuration of the walls to the

GPO 892 455
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second floor mezzanine. Encircling the balcony are the various
bedrooms. Three of the original connecting passageways now contain
a closet and bathroom. The fourth vestibule serves as a library
niche with a projecting window bay. Attached to the rectangular master
bedroom is the 1920's addition that contains a bathroom and dressing
room.

Interior detail is simple. Most of the fireplaces have simple hardwood
mantels except for an English marble mantel in the rotunda. An
interesting feature is the original brass window and door hardware.
The door handles have an unusual fixed knob with a trigger latch
mechanism instead of a turn knob. Lighting the interiors are the
original gasoliers, wired for both gas and electricity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was built in 1883-84 by J. H. Draughn (also spelled Draughon and
Draughan), one of the city's earliest settlers and an early businessman.
Born in 1843 in Waverly, Tennessee, Draughn went into the general mercantile
business in that state. In the 1870's be began moving west. He worked for
awhile in Arkansas and when the city of Texarkana was founded in 1873 he
came to work with a lumber firm, Buchanan and Company. When the firm dis-
solved in 1875, Draughn began an independent dry goods and lumber business.
Having established himself in the community, Draughn served as one of the
first mayors for a brief period from April to July, 1876. In addition, he
was one of the organizers of the First National Bank of Texarkana and served
as President for 10 years. Draughn built the raised two-story house at

420 Pine Street in 1883-84. Within a few years Draughn sold out his dry
goods and lumber business interests in Texas and moved to Sulpher Station,
where he bought an interest in a lumber business and became the company's
president.

Draughn sold the house to W. L. and Dora Whitaker, who owned the house
from 1887 to 1894. The house has been in the Moore family since June of
1894 when lots 10, 11, and 12 of block 4, Texarkana, Texas, were deeded

to Katie F. Moore (wife of Henry Moore, Sr.) by W.L. and Dora Whitaker.
Henry Moore, Sr. was an attorney and had been county clerk for Lafayette
County, Arkansas, before moving to Texarkana, Texas. When their house in
Arkansas burned, Moore and his family moved across the state line to the
large two-story brick home. Moore served as an attorney for the Louisiana
and Arkansas Railroad until his death in 1922.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Moore, Jr. were married in 1920 and bégan living inh the
house at that time along with Moore's parents. Henry Moore, Jr. became a
prominent local attorney and civic leader. He attended the University of
Virginia and studied law at Columbia. Upon returning to Texarkana, he
entered into. law practice with his father for the Louisiana and Arkansas
Railroad. After Henry, Sr.'s death in 1922 and Mrs. Moore, Sr.'s death

in 1935, the house was turned over to the children of the Moore's. Henry,
Jr., bought out the others' interest in 1935 and lived there with his wife
and children until his death in 1942. His civic accomplishments include
president of the Red River levee district, a member on the Board of .
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Directors of the Texarkana National Bank and President of a local hard-
ware store. Moore was also a large landowner and farmer in southwest

Arkanaas.

Mrs. Henry Moore, Jr. survives her husband is presently living in the
house. She has planned to leave the house to the Texarkana Historical

Society and Museum.
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Set apart from the surrounding commercial area is the raised two-story
Draughn-Moore House situated on a wooded quarter block and enclosed by
a brick wall. This section of town was once a prominent residential
district in the 19th century, but this Italianate house now stands as
the lone survivor of 19th century residential architecture near downtown
Texarkana. The innovative plan of an octagonal rotunda with three
surrounding octagonals and a rectangular wing represents one of the
most unique Victorian designs in Texas and is one of the few remaining
residences in Texas utilizing the octagonal mode. Unfortunately,

no information exists identifying the original architect. Currently,
there are no known prototypes of this design in the state.
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Draughn-Moore House
Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas

Unknown, c. early 1920's
Photocopy at Texas Historical Commission

Southwest elevation (main facade)
Photo #1 ~|.5
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Draughn-Moore House
Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas

Unknown, c. 1930's
Photocopy at Texas Historical Commission

Northwest elevation
Photo #2 fﬁg
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Draughn-Moore House
Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas

Texas Historical Commission, 1970
Texas Historical Commission

Northwest elevation
Photo #3 s
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Draughn-Moore House
Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas

Texas Historical Commission, 1970
Texas Historical Commission

South oblique of the southeast facade
Photo #4 L&
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Draughn—-Moore House
Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas

Texas Historical Commission, 1970
Texas Historical Commission

North oblique of the northwest facade
Photo #5 «~|s~
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Runnels County
a7 w .o - ’
: Dreughn-Moore House Texarkana
Bowie County
Davidson, Frank B., House Texas City
Galveston County
Goliad County Courthouse Historie Goliad
District Goliad County
Also Notified
Hon. John G. Tower
Hon. Lloyd M. Beataen State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Robert C. Krueger Mr. Truett Latimer
/ Hon. James C. Wrizht, Jr. » Executive Director
Hon. Abraham Kazen, Jr. Texas Historical Commission
Hon. J. J. (Jazke) Pickle P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Hon. Sam B, Hall Austin, Texas 78711

fien. .Jack Brooks

INT: 2950-75




TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P. 0. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

May 3, 1976

Carol Huberman

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Carol:
Enclosed is the paragraph left out of the Draughn-Moore House
nomination, Item 8. As I indicated, this should have been
typed as the first paragraph of the statement of significance.
I apologize for the confusion.
Have fun with all the nominations these next two months!
Sincerely,
Marie D. Landon

MDL/'s
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