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Laguna G l o r i a i s lo c a t e d near the western edge of the A u s t i n c i t y l i m i t s 
and s i t s on a h i g h b l u f f o v e r l o o k i n g the Colorado River. The 28^-acre 
s i t e , deeded t o a p r i v a t e a r t a s s o c i a t i o n i n 1943 by i t s owner, Clara 
D r i s c o l l , contains the o r i g i n a l residence b u i l t on the pr o p e r t y i n 
1916, a caretakers cottage which has had a d d i t i o n s f o r storage and 
o f f i c e space, two temporary s t r u c t u r e s used f o r storage, and landscaped 
grounds. The present s i t e i s a c t u a l l y about 18 acres, f o r some of the 
land was inundated by the damming of the Colorado River i n 1940. 
Situated a t the f o o t o f Mount Bonnell, a 775-foot moxintain overlooking 
A u s t i n , the landscape has the advantage of n a t u r a l t e r r a c e s and beau­
t i f u l v i s t a s . The residence s i t s on the highest t e r r a c e and faces 
west enjoying a panoramic view of the winding r i v e r and the d i s t a n t 
h i l l s . The b e a u t i f u l lagoon, which i n s p i r e d the name, Laguna G l o r i a , 
i s a sheltered i n l e t of the Colorado River. As the p r o p e r t y extends 
south i t forms a peninsula, e n c i r c l e d by the Colorado River on the west 
and the lagoon a t the south and east. 

The residence i s a Mediterranean s t y l e v i l l a of 4,500 square f e e t . 
Designed by Harvey L. Page of San Antonio and constructed by Jack 
Johnson, the stuccoed masonry and concrete s t r u c t u r e i s composed of 
r e c t i n l i n e a r blocks, a s y m e t r i c a l l y grouped. 

The main u n i t of the house i s a t h r e e - s t o r y r e c t a n g u l a r mass which 
contains the main f r o n t and rear entrances. The w a l l surfaces are 
smooth and uniform and are almost v o i d of e l a b o r a t i o n . The apertures 
vary i n size and are w i t h o u t any s o r t of enframement. On the west 
or main facade the apertures suggest only two s t o r i e s . On the ground 
l e v e l two double doors w i t h arched f a n l i g h t s a t the second l e v e l 
open i n t o a two-story ballroom and l i v i n g room. Above the end door 
at the t h i r d l e v e l are two trabeated windows, each d i s p l a y i n g a 
wrought i r o n window g r i l l supported on brackets. Above what was 
o r i g i n a l l y the c e n t r a l entrance i s a small square window. P r o j e c t i n g 
s l i g h t l y and r i s i n g from the southwest corner of t h i s facade i s a 
f o u r - s t o r y square tower. The tower i s the dominant element of the 
or g a n i z a t i o n and i s the main v i s i b l e f e a t u r e from d i s t a n t views. 
Coupled trabeated windows open up the two exposed sides o f the f i r s t 
l e v e l , w h i l e a small, narrow window pierces the second. On the t h i r d 
f l o o r are coupled windows elaborated w i t h a bracketed window g r i l l 
on the f r o n t and a s i n g l e window on the side. The prominent f o u r t h 
l e v e l has three narrow windows i n the center o f the west and south 
sides, which are f u r t h e r accentuated by wooden balustraded balconies 
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supported on three brackets. The r o o f over the t h r e e - s t o r y p o r t i o n i s 
f l a t , e n c i r c l e d by a low parapet w a l l , w h i l e the tower has a low 
pitched hipped ro o f o f t i l e w i t h wide bracketed eaves. The v a r i e t y of 
aperture sizes i s also apparent on the n o r t h and east facades v a r y i n g 
from the coupled trabeated windows, t o the s i n g l e trabeated windows 
d i s p l a y i n g window g r i l l s , t o the smaller square windows. A l l of 
these openings a t one time were covered by cross-hatched screens. 
The only d i s p l a y of ornamentation i s the sculptured limestone window 
on the f i r s t f l o o r o f the east facade beside what i s now the main 
entrance t o the museum. The decorative window, carved t o resemble the 
famous rose window of San Jose Mission i n San Antonio (See National 
Register Submission,"San Jose National H i s t o r i c S i t e " ) , provides 
n a t u r a l l i g h t t o the residence's main stairway. I n the Spring of 
1975, the Museum was forced t o cover many of the openings on the n o r t h , 
south and west facades w i t h temporary wood sealers t o prevent water 
leakage. 

From the main s e c t i o n extends a two-story, r e c t a n g u l a r wing which 
repeats the wide bracketed eaves of the tower. An end p a v i l i o n 
p r o j e c t s s l i g h t l y a t the southwest corner on the west facade. On 
the ground f l o o r four l a r g e arched double doors open onto a p a t i o on 
the west facade, an arcade s h e l t e r s the south end and three rectangular 
windows are grouped on the east facade. From the east side extends 
a small one-story, hipped roofed p o r t i o n . A h o r i z o n t a l , r a i s e d 
s t r i p of stucco e n c i r c l i n g the wing forms a st r i n g c o u r s e which separates 
the two f l o o r s . Surrounding the second f l o o r are l a r g e square windows 
f i l t e r i n g l i g h t i n t o what was o r i g i n a l l y a solariiam. S h e l t e r i n g the 
wing i s a low p i t c h e d asphalt r o o f . 

The i n t e r i o r also lacked elaborate d e t a i l i n g , but has some i n t e r e s t i n g 
features. The main room of the i n t e r i o r i s a l a r g e , two-story ballroom 
and the o r i g i n a l main entrance opens d i r e c t l y i n t o t h i s room. Across 
from the entrance i s an alcove w i t h a f i r e p l a c e and two carved benches. 
The w a l l panel above the f i r e p l a c e i s an o l d r a f t e r of the Alamo and 
a scene, "The B a t t l e of the Alamo," was carved i n the wood by Peter 
Mansbendel e s p e c i a l l y f o r Clara D r i s c o l l . Mansbendel, o r i g i n a l l y 
from Switzerland, was a w e l l known l o c a l woodcarver and carved 



Form No ip-300a 
(Hev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

SEP 1 7 1975 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

DEC 6 1375 

much of the d e t a i l e d woodwork used i n the r e s t o r a t i o n of the San 
Antonio missions. Above the f i r e p l a c e i s a balcony which provides a 
view of the ballroom from the second f l o o r hallway. There i s also 
an orchestra balcony a t the south end of the ballroom. At the south 
end of the room an arched doorway enters i n t o a small tea room and 
adjacent t o t h i s i s the d i n i n g room. The tea room i s l i g h t e d by the 
four arched doorways a t the west and i s separated from the d i n i n g 
room by an open arcade r e p e a t i n g the arches of the e x t e r i o r doors. 
A l l of these a r c h i t e c t u r a l f eatures on the ground f l o o r i n t e r i o r are 
pre s e n t l y hidden by temporary w a l l s and panels used t o hang the various 
a r t shows. The f i r s t s t o r y f l o o r s are a l l of t i l e . S o l i d black 
t i l e s are used i n the main rooms, w h i l e a b e a u t i f u l p a t t e r n of black, 
white and red t i l e adorns the hallway a t the rear between the stairway 
and powder room(presently museum desk). The second f l o o r contained a 
guest room and one l a r g e room used as a solarium. Four bedrooms 
occupied the t h i r d f l o o r and the f o u r t h - s t o r y tower housed a study. 

The grounds of Laguna G l o r i a c o n t r i b u t e e q u a l l y t o the s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
the s i t e . As a gardening e n t h u s i a s t Clara D r i s c o l l transformed the 
h i l l s i d e of rock and w i l d growth i n t o a b e a u t i f u l l y landscaped homesite. 
The s i t e c o nsists of f i v e acres of f o r m a l l y landscaped grounds and 
about 13 acres of n a t u r a l wooded land. I n keeping w i t h the a r c h i t e c t u r e 
of the house, the formal gardens were I t a l i a n i n design. Although many 
of the o r i g i n a l p l a n t i n g s have since d e t e r i o r a t e d , the basic plan and 
o r i g i n a l s t a t u a r y remain. The v i l l a stands on the hi g h e s t o f fo u r 
well-grassed t e r r a c e s . On the west side of the house f a c i n g the r i v e r 
i s a formal terraced p a t i o w i t h stone urns and a f o u n t a i n . Steps 
descend t o a lower t e r r a c e where t o the northwest a balustrade marks 
an abrupt drop t o the land a t r i v e r l e v e l . W i t h i n the formal I t a l i a n 
gardens surrounding the v i l l a remain s t a t u a r y which the Seviers acquired 
f o r the garden, i n c l u d i n g f o u r pieces of s c u l p t u r e from Venice d e p i c t i n g 
the f our seasons, a sunken garden w i t h s c u l p t u r e d b i r d b a t h , and a 
Roman f o u n t a i n i n the center of the palm-lined c i r c u l a r d r i v e . Also 
i n the garden are a s u n d i a l , a mission b e l l w i t h i n an arch, and an 
I t a l i a n wishing w e l l from Tuscany. Southwest of the house a 
balustraded f o o t b r i d g e leads t o a winding path along the r i d g e of 
the peninsula which terminates a t the p o i n t where the lagoon j o i n s 
the Colorado River. A pagoda once stood a t t h i s s i t e , separated 
by i r o n gates from the water's edge. Only a concrete slab remains where 
the pagoda stood and the gates are now i n storage. 
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Laguna G l o r i a , an e a r l y 20th century v i l l a r e v e a l i n g Mediterranean 
influ e n c e s , i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of Clara D r i s c o l l Sevier and 
Henry Hulme Sevier between 1916 and 1929. Clara D r i s c o l l , as she 
pr e f e r r e d t o be known a f t e r her divorce from Hal Sevier i n 1937, i s 
famous t o Texans as the "Savior of the Alamo" and was a c t i v e i n 
c i v i c , p o l i t i c a l , business and p h i l a n t h r o p i c a c t i v i t i e s i n Texas. 
Her husband, Henry H. Sevier was a Texas L e g i s l a t o r , newspaper 
publisher and l a t e r Ambassador t o C h i l e . Their home was b u i l t along 
the Colorado River on land o r i g i n a l l y owned by Stephen F. A u s t i n . 

On May 8, 1832, Stephen F. A u s t i n , known as the "Father of Anglo-
American settlement i n Texas," wrote a l e t t e r t o Samuel May Williams 
a u t h o r i z i n g him t o purchase land on a h i g h b l u f f o v e r l o o k i n g a 
lagoon on the Colorado River. To ensure the exact l o c a t i o n , A u s t i n 
sent a sketch map and d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the t e r r a i n on which 
he planned t o e v e n t u a l l y b u i l d h i s home. The land was purchased 
f o r him, but h i s death i n December 1836, s h o r t l y a f t e r the Texas War 
f o r Independence, l e f t the p r o p e r t y vacant f o r the remainder of 
the 19th century. 

I n August, 1915, Hal Sevier and h i s w i f e Clara bought a 28h-acre s i t e 
from Guy H. and E l l e n C o l l e t t f o r $4,750. S h o r t l y a f t e r purchasing 
the land, the Seviers h i r e d Harvey L. Page, an a r c h i t e c t from San 
Antonio, t o design a home f o r them, w h i l e Jack Johnson was engaged as 
the c o n t r a c t o r . Laguna G l o r i a , as the Seviers named t h e i r new home, 
became t h e i r w i n t e r residence from i t s completion i n 1916 u n t i l 
August 1929. During t h e i r residence i n A u s t i n , Laguna G l o r i a became 
well-known as a center of i n t e r n a t i o n a l h o s p i t a l i t y . 

The a r c h i t e c t , Harvey L. Page, was born i n Washington, D. C, i n 
January, 1859. He attended school a t Andover, Massachusetts, and the 
Emerson I n s t i t u t e a t Washington, D. C. and afterwards s t u d i e d architec­
t u r e w i t h J. L. Slithmeyer of Washington, a r c h i t e c t o f the National 
L i b r a r y . A f t e r p r a c t i c i n g a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Washington f o r several 
years, where he designed the M e t r o p o l i t a n Club and the o r i g i n a l Army-
Navy Club i n Washington, D. C, Page and h i s w i f e moved i n 1899 t o 
San Antonio, Texas. There Page designed several e a r l y 20th century 
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s t r u c t u r e s such as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l & Great Northern Railroad S t a t i o n 
(See National Register Submission, " I n t e r n a t i o n a l & Great Northern 
Railroad S t a t i o n , submitted 7/75) and a number of p r i v a t e residences. 
Page died i n San Antonio i n 1934. 

Laguna Gloria's celebrated owner, Clara D r i s c o l l , daughter of Robert 
and J u l i a Fox D r i s c o l l , was born i n St. Mary's, Texas, on A p r i l 2, 1881. 
Her f a t h e r became involved i n the c a t t l e i n d u s t r y i n south Texas begin­
ning as a c a t t l e d r i v e r a f t e r the Mexican War. Robert D r i s c o l l made 
trades which e v e n t u a l l y r e s u l t e d i n extensive ranch lands i n south 
Texas. D r i s c o l l ' s o r i g i n a l 83,000 acre ranch, Palo A l t o Ranch i n 
Refugio and V i c t o r i a Counties, was located about 25 miles from Corpus 
C h r i s t i . Later he acquired Sweden Ranch and La G l o r i a Ranch i n Duval 
County adding 53,000 acres. He again enlarged h i s holdings w i t h the 
Los Machos Ranch near A l i c e of 20,000 acres and Clara D r i s c o l l ' s 
b r o t h e r , Robert, J r . , became primary manager of the ranches and farms 
i n 1904. Following h i s death i n 1929 she continued management of the 
various f a m i l y ranches and business e n t e r p r i s e s i n Corpus C h r i s t i . 

A f t e r being educated i n Texas, New York and France, Clara D r i s c o l l 
returned t o south Texas where she became famous a t the age of 22 f o r 
saving the Alamo from d e s t r u c t i o n . During the l a t e 19th century a 
frame commercial b u i l d i n g was b u i l t atop the ruinous w a l l s of the 
Alamo and awholeaale grocery business was c a r r i e d on w i t h i n the former 
boundaries of the Mission. The c i t y condemned the area i n 1903 when 
the grocery wholesale company went out of business and a h o t e l syndicate 
formed t o buy the land f o r the s i t e of a h o t e l . The Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas urged the State t o buy the property, b u t a c t i o n was 
delayed because the L e g i s l a t u r e was out of session. A f t e r unsuccessful 
e f f o r t s t o r a i s e p r i v a t e funds, Clara D r i s c o l l , h e r s e l f the grand­
daughter of two su r v i v o r s of the B a t t l e of San J a c i n t o , bought a 
one-month o p t i o n on the Alamo and a d j o i n i n g p r o p erty. When t h i s appeared 
to be too l i t t l e time t o save the s t r u c t u r e , she paid $10,000 f o r a 
one-year o p t i o n . When the State s t i l l had not taken a c t i o n the f o l l o w i n g 
year, she bought the p r o p e r t y o u t r i g h t f o r $75,000, i n s e r t i n g a clause 
t h a t she was buying the p r o p e r t y on be h a l f of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas t o create a park and t o b e a u t i f y the property. 
The State e v e n t u a l l y acquired t i t l e on Qctober 14, 1905, but gave 
c o n t r o l and custody t o the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. Due 
to e f f o r t s i n saving the Texas Shrine of L i b e r t y a t San Antonio, the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas l a t e r awarded Clara D r i s c o l l the 
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t i t l e of "Custodian of the Alamo, 

Clara D r i s c o l l published several books, short s t o r i e s and h i s t o r i c a l 
a r t i c l e s . Her best known works, w r i t t e n j u s t a f t e r the t u r n of the 
century, were The G i r l of Lâ  G l o r i a (1905) and I n the Shadow of the 
Alamo (1906). She also authored a comic opera, Mexicana, and i t 
was produced on Broadway i n 1906. 

I n 1906 Clara D r i s c o l l married a young Texas L e g i s l a t o r from Uvalde 
County, Henry Hulme Sevier. S h o r t l y a f t e r t h e i r marriage the Seviers 
moved t o New York, but returned i n 1915 t o b u i l d a home i n A u s t i n . 
Following h i s two terms i n the Texas House of Representatives, Sevier 
was e d i t o r - p u b l i s h e r of the Sabinal S e n t i n e l , 1906; f i n a n c i a l e d i t o r 
of the New York Sun, 1906-1912; Washington correspondent, 1912-1914; 
and founder and e d i t o r of the A u s t i n American, 1914-1917. During 
World War I he was head of a committee on p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n t o 
combat enemy propaganda i n South America. 

A f t e r her b r o t h e r died i n 1929, Clara and Hal Sevier moved t o Corpus 
C h r i s t i so t h a t she could manage her bank and other D r i s c o l l i n t e r e s t s 
t o which she had become sole h e i r . Laguna G l o r i a was closed and the 
b u i l d i n g and grounds l e f t i n the care of Galvan, a Mexican caretaker 
who had come from the D r i s c o l l ranch when the Seviers f i r s t b u i l t 
Laguna G l o r i a . Clara D r i s c o l l proved t o be a successful businesswoman, 
serving as president and owner of the Corpus C h r i s t i Bank and Trust, 
a d i r e c t o r of the Corpus C h r i s t i National Bank, pr e s i d e n t o f the Corpus 
C h r i s t i Property Company and pr e s i d e n t o f the K i n g s v i l l e Produce and 
M i l l i n g Company. She b u i l t the D r i s c o l l Hotel i n Corpus and continued 
t o manage the ranching and o i l p r o p e r t y of the Robert D r i s c o l l e s t a t e . 

Clara D r i s c o l l was also a c t i v e i n the Democratic p a r t y . She served 
as the National Democratic Committee-woman f o r 12 years between 1929 
and 1944, which was longer than any Texan had ever served. Her e f f o r t s 
t o save the Alamo were long rewarded and by 1932 a p o r t r a i t of her 
by Wayman Adams hung i n the Texas Senate Chambers among Houston, A u s t i n , 
Lamar, and Crockett i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f her p a t r i o t i c services as "Savior 
of the Alamo." 
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I n 1933 F r a n k l i n D. Roosevelt appointed Hal Sevier as the United States 
Ambassador t o Chile. The Seviers l i v e d i n Chile between 1933 and 
1935. I n 1937 a f t e r t h e i r r e t u r n t o the United States, the Seviers 
were divorced and Clara took back her maiden name i n 1938. Hal 
Sevier died i n Chatanooga, Tennessee i n 1940. 

I n 1943 Clara D r i s c o l l conveyed Laguna G l o r i a and the surrounding 
acres t o the Texas Fine A r t s Holding Corporation w i t h the p r o v i s i o n t h a t 
i t be maintained as an a r t museum. The o r i g i n a l 28 acres had dwindled 
t o 18 acres i n ca. 1940 when the Colorado River was dammed. The 
The Texas Fine A r t s A s s o c i a t i o n i s a state-wide o r g a n i z a t i o n devoted 
t o the purpose of s t i m u l a t i n g i n t e r e s t i n a r t throughout the s t a t e and 
Clara D r i s c o l l had been a ch a r t e r member of the o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 1911. 
Besides her home, she also gave $5,000 t o use as an i n i t i a l a r t fund. 
Since the house had been vacant f o r 14 years, the f i n a n c i a l assistance 
was used t o rennovate the house and pay the s a l a r y o f Galvan, who 
continued as caretaker u n t i l h i s death. Other donations provided 
f o r the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a h e a t i n g p l a n t f o r the b u i l d i n g . I n 1961 the 
Texas Fine A r t s A s s o c i a t i o n voted t o t r a n s f e r the ope r a t i o n of Laguna 
Glor i a t o an A u s t i n Chapter of the TFAA, known t h e r e a f t e r as Laguna 
Glor i a A r t Museum Incorporated. No endowment was given w i t h the house 
and Laguna G l o r i a has depended upon membership s u b s c r i p t i o n s , p r o f i t s 
from t h e i r annual a r t s and c r a f t s "^Fiesta," p r i v a t e donations and a 
few other fund r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s . I t has only been i n the l a s t few 
years t h a t the Museum has been i n a f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n t o make major 
improvements. The Laguna G l o r i a Board hopes t o b u i l d a new b u i l d i n g 
t o hang displays and r e s t o r e the home t o use as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s 
i n the near f u t u r e . 

Clara D r i s c o l l died J u l y 17, 1945. I n a d d i t i o n t o her generous 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c g i f t s d u r i n g her l i f e t i m e , she created through her w i l l 
the J u l i a F. and Robert D r i s c o l l J r . Foundation t o provide a h o s p i t a l 
and f r e e c l i n i c i n Corpus C h r i s t i f o r c r i p p l e d and diseased c h i l d r e n . 
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