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The Waggoner-Wharton-Scott residence,at 1509 Pennsylvania 
Avenue i n Fort Worth, Texas, i s one of the f i n e s t Georgian Revival 
houses i n Texas. S i t u a t e d a t the top of a h i l l approximately nine blocks 
southwest of downtown Fort Worth, the mansion faces due North. The once 
impressive approach t o the house a t the end of Summit Avenue i s now 
c l u t t e r e d w i t h gas s t a t i o n s , h i g h - r i s e apartment b u i l d i n g s , and a pseudo-
c o l o n i a l c a f e t e r i a . The neighborhood was once known as "Q u a l i t y H i l l , " 
a very s p e c i a l area i n which the e l i t e o f F o r t Worth s o c i e t y b u i l t t h e i r 
mansions. Despite the c l u t t e r which surrounds the p r o p e r t y , the approach 
to the house i s s t i l l impressive. The residence, the fence around i t , 
and the grounds are grandiose i n scale and provide an e x c e l l e n t i l l u s t r a ­
t i o n of the opulence of the age i n which they were constructed. 

B u i l t i n 1906, the house s i t s on a l o t t h a t measures 291 f e e t by 225 
f e e t . Both the sidewalk gate and driveway gate are made of wrought i r o n 
and were brought from England by the Whartons. The extensive landscaping 
t h a t once graced the pr o p e r t y was ac c r e d i t e d t o Mrs. W i n f i e l d Scott, 
second owner of the p r o p e r t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the grounds have been l e f t 
unattended f o r many years and there i s l i t t l e h i n t o f t h e i r former 
grandeur. 

A long sidewalk approaches the red b r i c k house from Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Ei g h t marble steps lead t o the two-story p o r t i c o , which i s 
more Beaux-Arts C l a s s i c a l i n s t y l e than the Georgian Revival of the 
other d e t a i l s . C l u s t e r s o f three Tuscan columns f l a n k e i t h e r side of 
the entrance p o r t a l and support a heavy e n t a b l a t u r e . Indiana sandstone 
i s used f o r the columns, cornice w i t h i t s d e n t i l s and m o d i l l i o n s , window 
s i l l s , and chimney caps. A heavy balustrade w i t h red b r i c k pedestals 
and wrought i r o n r a i l i n g caps the e n t a b l a t u r e . Brickwork on the house 
i s patterned i n Flemish bond. 

The entrance p o r t a l i s e l e g a n t l y d e t a i l e d w i t h an e l l i p t i c a l leaded 
glass f a n l i g h t , leaded glass s i d e l i g h t s , an oak door w i t h beveled glass, 
I o n i c p i l a s t e r s supporting an elaborate c o r n i c e , and a marble door 
t h r e s h o l d . Over t h i s p o r t a l i s a wooden balcony w i t h cast i r o n balus­
trade and supporting brackets. Wings on e i t h e r side o f the p o r t i c o 
are symmetrical, elaborated w i t h quoins and windows o f broad p r o p o r t i o n s . 
The windows and leaded glass transoms are capped by t r i p a r t i t e keystones 
w i t h a l t e r n a t i n g sandstone and b r i c k voussoirs. 

The gambrel r o o f i s steeply p i t c h e d and i s covered w i t h green glazed 
t e r r a - c o t t a t i l e s . Chimneys o f red b r i c k w i t h Indiana sandstone caps 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet) 
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protrude through e i t h e r end o f the roof and over the p o r t i c o . A massive 
dormer w i t h segmental pediment opens onto the roof o f the p o r t i c o a t 
the t h i r d f l o o r l e v e l . I n the center o f the pediment i s a panel of green 
I t a l i a n marble. 

The west side of the house has a po r t e cochere, a t y p i c a l feature 
on large residences o f the p e r i o d . E i g h t square b r i c k columns support 
the e n t a b l a t u r e o f the one s t o r y r o o f , and the same balustrade as the 
north p o r t i c o caps the composition. Behind the por t e cochere i s a two 
st o r y s e m i c i r c u l a r bay t h a t p r o j e c t s from an extension of the gambrelled 
roo f . The four square b r i c k columns t h a t support the en t a b l a t u r e over 
the second f l o o r porch of the bay are transformed i n t o p i l a s t e r s between 
the double windows on the f i r s t f l o o r . The t r i a n g u l a r gable from which 
the bay p r o j e c t s i s an extension of the l a r g e r gambrelled gable, the 
dominant feature o f which i s a d e l i c a t e l y d e t a i l e d P a l l a d i a n window. 
Wooden shingles are used as the surface treatment i n the gables. 

A wing which houses the k i t c h e n extends from the center o f the south 
facade of the house. This two-story s e c t i o n i s dominated by a chimney 
which s p l i t s the gable. Windows are large and double hung w i t h one 
l i g h t per sash. The east facade i s symmetrical t o the west facade w i t h 
the exception t h a t a one s t o r y covered t e r r a c e has been s u b s t i t u t e d f o r 
the p o rte cochere, and a small wing housing the b r e a k f a s t and morning 
rooms occupies the southeast corner. 

The plan of the house i s as s i g n i f i c a n t as the e x t e r i o r composition. 
Formal rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r open i n t o the spacious c e n t r a l h a l l . A 
massive f i r e p l a c e i s located near the f r o n t door on the west w a l l and 
the 14-foot c e i l i n g s are c o f f e r e d w i t h oak beams. F i n e l y d e t a i l e d oak 
paneling covers the w a l l s w h i l e openings i n t o the rooms are s l i d i n g 
double doors. This h a l l measures 28 f e e t by 22 f e e t and i s dominated 
by a grand s t a i r c a s e w i t h symmetrically d i v i d e d f l i g h t s . Two d i f f e r e n t 
s t y l e s of b a l u s t e r s are arranged i n a l t e r n a t i n g order supporting the 
oak h a n d r a i l s . The s t a i r s curve g r a c e f u l l y outward a t the base and the 
handrails terminate i n s p i r a l s . The landing against the south w a l l i s 
dominated by a massive P a l l a d i a n window. The two outside windows are 
of stained glass w h i l e the c e n t r a l panel d i s p l a y s ornate p l a s t e r m o t i f s . 
Above the p l a s t e r panel i s a carved s e m i c i r c u l a r pediment. 

(continued) 
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The rooms t o the r i g h t o f the stairway are the l i b r a r y and the music 
room. The l i b r a r y ' s w a l l s are e n c i r c l e d w i t h leaded glass book cases t o 
the height of the mantle. Above the book cases the w a l l covering i s 
le a t h e r . Between the l i b r a r y and the music room i s a narrow hallway 
which connects the s t a i r h a l l w i t h the por t e cochere. The music room 
beyond i s the grandest room on the f i r s t f l o o r , measuring 27 by 19 f e e t . 
Dark oak paneling, a window seat i n the west bay, a f i r e p l a c e on the south 
w a l l , and a f i n e l y d e t a i l e d c o f f e r e d c e i l i n g o f oak beams are i t s most 
i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s . 

To the l e f t o f the s t a i r c a s e are the p a r l o r and d i n i n g room. The 
p a r l o r , symmetrical t o the l i b r a r y , has a f i r e p l a c e , embellished w i t h 
an Adam mantle, between the windows on the east w a l l . Paneling i n the 
room displays Adam garlands, w h i l e s l i d i n g oak doors on the south w a l l 
lead i n t o the d i n i n g room. A mantlepiece w i t h Renaissance Revival 
r e l i e f on the f r i e z e i s flanked on the south w a l l by doors leading t o 
the b r e a k f a s t room on the l e f t and b u t l e r ' s p a n t r y on the r i g h t . An 
opening on the east w a l l defined by f l u t e d d o r i c columns supporting 
a simple e n t a b l a t u r e leads i n t o the conservatory. Having an e l e v a t i o n 
approximately one f o o t lower than the d i n i n g room, the space i s defined 
by a s e m i c i r c u l a r bay on the east w a l l . Floor and baseboard m a t e r i a l 
i s gray marble, w h i l e f l o o r s i n other rooms are English oak. 

South of the d i n i n g room i s the b r e a k f a s t room, k i t c h e n , and service 
area. The brea k f a s t room has a l i g h t e f f e c t due t o the extensive use of 
windows. The k i t c h e n beyond, by c o n t r a s t , i s dark, having few windows. 
A stairway leads t o the second and t h i r d f l o o r s on the n o r t h w a l l , w h i l e 
other doors on the same w a l l lead t o the entrance h a l l , b u t l e r ' s pantry, 
and broom c l o s e t . An i n t e r e s t i n g o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e on t h i s same w a l l 
i s the c a l l board, a simple mechanism by which the servants could t e l l 
t o which room they were being summoned. The doors on the west w a l l lead 
i n t o the pantry and the rear service porch. 

A small bathroom under the entrance h a l l s t a i r c a s e i s the only 
bathroom on t h i s f l o o r . The stairway t o the basement i s located on 
the opposite side o f the s t a i r c a s e . Accommodations f o r steam heating 
equipment, laundry s i n k s , and storage occupy the basement area. 

(continued) 
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Six bedrooms and a sunroom are found on the second f l o o r , a l l o f 
which open onto the grand h a l l around the s t a i r c a s e . The three bath­
rooms are v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t as they were b u i l t i n 1905. Bedrooms are 
arranged so t h a t a bathroom serves each o f them, along w i t h four f i r e ­
places which correspond w i t h those on the f i r s t f l o o r . The most out­
standing bedroom i s located i n the northwest corner o f the house. I t s 
f l o o r s , baseboards, door and window f a c i n g s , c o r n i c e , and mantlepiece 
w i t h over mantle are made of bird's-eye maple. 

T h i r d f l o o r rooms are accessible from the back s t a i r s . The plan 
of t h i s f l o o r i s rambling, thus a l l o w i n g the c r e a t i o n of many i n t e r e s t i n g 
spaces from the gables o f the r o o f . Primary space on t h i s f l o o r i s the 
ballroom which measures 41h f e e t by 38̂ 5 f e e t . The dormer which opens 
onto the roof o f the entrance p o r t i c o o f f e r s a panoramic view o f 
downtown Fort Worth. 

Woodwork on the t h i r d f l o o r i s beaded c e i l i n g s t r i p s , thus g i v i n g 
the appearance o f a f i n i s h e d a t t i c . Three bedrooms w i t h one bathroom 
comprise the remaining f l o o r space. Servants occupied these rooms w h i l e 
Mrs. Scott owned the house. 

The grounds, once the p r i d e o f Mrs. Scott, are now overgrown. A 
colonnade which once served as a rose arbor and connected the gazebo 
w i t h the po r t e cochere has long since disappeared. Only the bases of 
the columns remain as evidence o f the l o c a t i o n . The tea house i s 
somewhat bungaloid i n s t y l e w i t h heavy exposed r a f t e r s supporting the 
green t i l e r o o f . Eaves are extensive and the roof s t r u c t u r e i s supported 
by f o u r square red b r i c k columns. Walls around the s t r u c t u r e are o f 
b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n t o a three f o o t h e i g h t and are capped by white concrete. 

The garage-servant's quarters b u i l d i n g a t the southwest corner o f 
the p r o p erty i s r a t h e r e c l e c t i c i n s t y l e . Strong influences o f the 
Shingle St y l e are found i n the gable on the f r o n t w i t h i t s surface 
treatment of wood shingles, g r a c e f u l segmental arch w i t h narrow keystone, 
t r i p a r t i t e windows w i t h d i a g o n a l l y crossed m u l l i o n s , and c l i p p e d p i n a c l e . 
Support f o r t h i s gable i s achieved i n the use of slender Doric columns on 
b r i c k pedestals. The p r o j e c t i n g eaves extend approximately f i v e f e e t be­
yond the columns on e i t h e r side and around the f r o n t of the gable. 

(continued) 
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Red b r i c k i n the same Flemish bond as the main house i s used as the 
surface treatment f o r the c a r r i a g e house. A water t a b l e of white Indiana 
sandstone surrounds the b u i l d i n g a t the window s i l l l e v e l . A r o o f o f 
green asbestos shingles covers the b u i l d i n g , although green glazed t e r r a ­
c o t t a t i l e s were o r i g i n a l l y used. A d e l i c a t e octagonal cupola caps the 
composition i n the center o f the r o o f . Floor space i n the b u i l d i n g 
measures 2,640 square f e e t w i t h accommodations provided f o r three auto­
mobiles, s i x horses, tack room, two servants rooms w i t h bath, and 
extensive l o f t space. 

The foundation t o the s i l o i s located adjacent t o the south w a l l 
of the pr o p e r t y . Seven b r i c k steps lead t o the concrete f l o o r from 
which the four column bases are s t i l l v i s i b l e . Although i t i s u n f o r t u ­
nate t h a t t h i s s t r u c t u r e has long since disappeared, i t s l o c a t i o n i n 
r e l a t i o n t o the other s t r u c t u r e s c l e a r l y i l l u s t r a t e s the c a r e f u l a t t e n ­
t i o n on the p a r t o f the a r c h i t e c t t o the picturesque q u a l i t y of the 
property. 
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The Waggoner-Wharton-Scott House, located a t the end of Summit 
Avenue a t i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Pennsylvania Avenue, i s s i g n i f i c a n t as 
an outstanding example of the Georgian Revival s t y l e as i t was i n t e r p r e t e d 
i n the Southwest by the f i r m of Sanguinet and Staats. B u i l t f o r the 
soon-to-be-married E l e c t r a Waggoner, daughter o f the prominent Texas 
c a t t l e baron W. T. Waggoner, the mansion ex e m p l i f i e s the f i n e Georgian 
d e t a i l i n g and craftsmanship t h a t was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the houses along 
the East Coast o f the same p e r i o d . Upon completion i n 1906, the house 
proved successful i n f u l f i l l i n g the expectations of i t s b u i l d e r . There 
are 18 spacious rooms, each designed w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f accommodating 
the l a v i s h p a r t i e s of i t s owners. I r o n i c a l l y , however, the rooms were 
never used as they had been intended. 

A f t e r the marriage of E l e c t r a Waggoner t o A. B. Wharton i n 1906, the 
newlyweds l i v e d i n the house a t the end of Summit Avenue only a short 
w h i l e . The pro p e r t y was purchased by W i n f i e l d Scott on March 1, 1911, 
fo r n i n e t y thousand d o l l a r s . Mr. Scott and h i s w i f e , the former El i z a b e t h 
Simmons, spent the next few months t r a v e l i n g throughout Europe, searching 
out the f u r n i s h i n g s f o r t h e i r p a l a t i a l home. A f t e r the expenditure of 
another $100,000,, the mansion was ready t o be i n h a b i t e d . But Mr. Scott 
died on October 27, 1911, and h i s w i f e moved i n t o the house alone, 
except f o r her young son, W i n f i e l d Scott, J r . 

The demise of the s o c i a l l i f e a t 1509 Pennsylvania Avenue can be 
a t t r i b u t e d t o the death of W i n f i e l d Scott, probably the w e a l t h i e s t and 
most c o l o r f u l f i g u r e i n Fort Worth's "Q u a l i t y H i l l " s o c i e t y of 1911. 
The famous c a t t l e baron-land speculator had b u i l t an i n c r e d i b l e empire 
throughout Texas and the Southwest a t the time of h i s death. By e a r l y 
1909, W i n f i e l d Scott owned "business houses i n p r a c t i c a l l y every block 
(of downtown For t Worth) from the c o u r t house t o the Texas & P a c i f i c 
passenger s t a t i o n . " ^ Most famous of the b u i l d i n g s he commissioned 
Sanguinet and Staats t o design i s the F l a t i r o n B u i l d i n g , b u i l t i n 1908 
and copied a f t e r i t s namesake i n New York C i t y . 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet) 
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The Scotts l i v e d i n three other p a l a t i a l houses i n Fort Worth before 
moving t o the house on Pennsylvania Avenue. Mrs. Scott was one of the 
c i t y ' s leading hostesses, and her p a r t i e s were legendary. However, such 
s o c i a l extravaganza was not b e f i t t i n g the widow o f a prominent man; and 
the r e f o r e l i f e i n the great house was q u i e t and d i g n i f i e d . The grounds 
of the estate were m e t i c u l o u s l y maintained, thereby r e c e i v i n g the 
"Yard B e a u t i f u l " award on many occasions. Upon the death of Mrs. Scott 
i n 1938, the whole of the estate was l e f t t o W i n f i e l d Scott, J r . He i n 
t u r n sold the pro p e r t y t o the G i r l s Service League i n the same year f o r 
$17,500. 

From 1938 through the l a t e 1960's, the estate was used as a boarding 
house f o r homeless g i r l s . Because there had been l i t t l e money f o r a l t e r ­
a t i o n s , the mansion has remained v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . However, the grounds 
have not been maintained and such picturesque amenities as the i v y -
covered c i s t e r n and rose arbor have disappeared. 

Since the l a t e 1960's, the house has been l e f t vacant and unattended. 
The property has been rezoned "Commercial H i g h - r i s e " and i s p r e s e n t l y 
f o r sale. Due t o the zoning s t a t u s , p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i n Fort Worth 
have organized a committee e n t i t l e d "Save the Scott Housel" f o r the 
purpose of r a i s i n g the $375,000.00 t o purchase the pro p e r t y . The group 
has already been promised many of the o r i g i n a l a r t i f a c t s t o d i s p l a y i n 
the restored mansion i n hopes of s o l i c i t i n g the i n t e r e s t of other c i t i z e n s , 

•'"Texas W r i t e r ' s P r o j e c t , F o r t Worth and Tarrant County, Texas, 1941, 
p. 2882. 
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