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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Carnegie Library i n Ballinger was b u i l t i n 1909 i n a vernacular 
version of the Classical Revival s t y l e , popular around the turn 
of the century. Rectangular i n plan, the bu i l d i n g displays.restrained 
ornamentation and proportions. The f i r s t l e v e l was designed to 
house a l i b r a r y and club rooms, while the second f l o o r was b u i l t 
to provide a community auditorium. 

The most prominent feature of the bu i l d i n g i s the two-story portico 
that frames the entrance p o r t a l . Eight steps form the base f o r 
the composition. Coupled f l u t e d colvimns of the Ionic order 
r i s e from rock-faced ashlar block pedestals and support a simple 
entablature with triangulated pediment. The entrance p o r t a l i s 
comprised of double leaded-glass doors flanked by si d e l i g h t s . 
Above the p o r t a l i s a t r i p a r t i t e window with a broadly propor­
tioned central section flanked by narrow s i d e l i g h t s . 

The entrance p a v i l l i o n i s projected from the symmetrical facade 
of the b u i l d i n g f o r a distance of four feet. Surface treatiment 
of rock-faced limestone ashlar blocks adds an unusually massive 
contrast to the cl a s s i c a l d e t a i l i n g of the entrance portion. 
On either side of the portico are repeated the same t r i p a r t i t e 
windows as that located over the entrance, although the propor­
tions are reversed w i t h the sash openings being t a l l and narrow 
rather than short and broad. The same windows are spaced 
at regular i n t e r v a l s along the sides of the bu i l d i n g . Capping 
the composition i s a stepped gable which i s accentuated with 
three rounded-arched windows. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The B a l l i n g e r Carnegie L i b r a r y i s a two-story masonry b u i l d i n g which 
has served the town both as a p u b l i c l i b r a r y and community center 
since 1909. B u i l t only two decades a f t e r the settlement of the c i t y , 
the s t r u c t u r e has been s i g n i f i c a n t t o the s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l l i f e 
of the community. 

B a l l i n g e r , Texas, on the Colorado River i n south c e n t r a l Runnels 
County, i s located a t the j u n c t i o n of the Gulf, Colorado and Santa 
Fe and Abilene and Southern Railroads. I n 1886 the Santa Fe sur­
veyed the townsite, sold l o t s , and persuaded the res i d e n t s of 
Runnels C i t y , a c i t y founded when Runnels County was organized i n 
1880, t o move t o B a l l i n g e r and r e e s t a b l i s h the county seat. 

Wit h i n twenty years of i t s founding the c i t y f a t h e r s decided t o 
b u i l d a l i b r a r y and c u l t u r a l center f o r the new town. The gr e a t e s t 
impetus t o the establishment o f l o c a l p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s throughout 
the United States d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d was the announcement by the 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , Andrew Carnegie, i n 1881 t h a t he 
would pay f o r the e r e c t i o n of l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g s i n c i t i e s t h a t 
would acquire a s i t e and provide f o r the b u i l d i n g ' s maintenance. 
By the time Carnegie died i n 1919 he had helped i n the founding of 
over 2500 such i n s t i t u t i o n s . B a l l i n g e r received a grant i n 1908 
and chose t o b u i l d on a s i t e donated by Jo Wilmeth, a l o c a l banker. 
Mr. Wilmeth gave the p l o t of land w i t h two s t i p u l a t i o n s : one, t h a t 
the b u i l d i n q should always be maintained as a p u b l i c l i b r a r y ; s e c o n d , 
t h a t a room must always be provided f o r the Shakespeare Club. 

On February 17, 1908, a p u b l i c meeting of the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n 
was held f o r the purpose of i n c o r p o r a t i n g the Carnegie L i b r a r y Asso­
c i a t i o n , the or g a n i z a t i o n t o be responsible f o r the operation and 
maintenance of the l i b r a r y . Nine d i r e c t o r s were el e c t e d t o t r a n s a c t 
the business of the l i b r a r y . 

The cornerstone was l a i d on February 4, 1909. The b u i l d e r . Rev. 
J. D. L e s l i e , then pastor of the F i r s t Presbyterian Church, o r i g -
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i a l l y designed a one-story b u i l d i n g . A f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
l i b r a r y had begun, the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n decided t h a t a second 
f l o o r was needed f o r an auditorium. When the L i b r a r y Association 
applied f o r an a d d i t i o n a l $5000, the Carnegie L i b r a r y Foundation 
Board i n Washington turned down the request. However, one of the 
o r i g i n a l d i r e c t o r s of the B a l l i n g e r l i b r a r y . Jack McGregor, wrote a 
personal l e t t e r t o Andrew Carnegie e x p l a i n i n g B a l l i n g e r ' s a d d i t i o n a l 
needs and Carnegie returned a personal check f o r $5000. The 
b u i l d i n g was f i n a l l y completed and occupied l a t e i n 1909. Despite 
the f a c t t h a t the o p e r a t i o n a l requirements c a l l e d f o r a pro­
f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r i a n , the l i b r a r y was run by members of the Shakes­
peare Club u n t i l 1922. 

Due t o i n s u f f i c i e n t funds, by 1922 the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n was 
unable t o continue operating the l i b r a r y . I n t h a t same year the 
American Legion took over management and reopened the l i b r a r y . 
I n 1936 the community sponsored a d r i v e t o r e e s t a b l i s h the l i b r a r y 
under the auspices of the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n . By 1940 the L i b r a r y 
Association had formed once again and began f u n c t i o n i n g under the 
o r i g i n a l c h a r t e r adopted i n 1908. A new ch a r t e r was w r i t t e n i n 
1958 under which the L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n s t i l l operates. 

Besides i t s f u n c t i o n as a l i b r a r y , the Carnegie L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g 
has served as a community center f o r B a l l i n g e r a c t i v i t i e s . During 
the f i r s t years, the auditorium which encompasses the e n t i r e second 
f l o o r , functioned as a community opera house, stag i n g l i g h t opera, 
t r a v e l i n g shows and speakers. Providing c u l t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r the small town, the Carnegie L i b r a r y hosted various opera 
companies and t r a v e l i n g l e c t u r e s and concerts on the Chautaugua 
c i r c u i t . i n a d d i t i o n , the l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g served as a s o c i a l 
center f o r p a r t i e s and fontial dances u n t i l the l a t e 1950's. The 
b u i l d i n g continues t o operate i n one of i t s o r i g i n a l purposes as 
a meeting place f o r clubs and church groups. 

The B a l l i n g e r Restoration Committee, a subcommittee of the 
B a l l i n g e r Bicentennial Commission, i s planning t o r e s t o r e the 
s t r u c t u r e as a b i c e n t e n n i a l p r o j e c t so t h a t the l i b r a r y can 
continue t o serve i n i t s o r i g i n a l q u a r t e r s . 
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