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The Lee County Courthouse i n Giddings, Texas, stands on a pxiblic 
block t h a t , u n l i k e most squares i n towns throughout the s t a t e , i s 
surrounded by r e s i d e n t i a l r a t h e r than commercial b u i l d i n g s . 
Designed by J. R i e l y Gordon i n 1898 and b u i l t by Sonnefield, Emmins 
and A b r i g h t o f San Antonio, the t h r e e - s t o r y red b r i c k courthouse 
i s located on the c r e s t of the high d i v i d e t h a t separates the 
Colorado and Brazos r i v e r basins. The b u i l d i n g d i s p l a y s a 
combination of a v a r i e t y of s t r u c t u r a l masses and i s an imposing 
s i t e i n the predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

S i m i l a r i n design t o many of Gordon's Texas courthouses, the Lee 
County Courthouse employs the Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e . 
Cruciform i n plan, the s t r u c t u r e contains two s t o r y q u a r t e r -
c i r c u l a r entrance g a l l e r i e s set i n t o the f r o n t e l l s (northeast 
and northwest e l l s ) , w h i l e the rear e l l s (southeast and wouthwest) 
contain two t h r e e - s t o r y q u a r t e r - c i r c u l a r bays w i t h open arcades 
on the f i r s t l e v e l and enclosed f l o o r s on the second and t h i r d 
l e v e l s . A b r i c k parapet w i t h punched b r i c k d e t a i l crowns each bay. 

Each arm o f the Greek cross i s covered by a hipped r o o f . From 
three of the wings l a r g e , gabled w a l l dormers p r o j e c t , w h i l e a 
chimney r i s e s from the rear (south) arm. Two a d d i t i o n a l dormers 
are set w i t h i n the northeast and northwest e l l s above the two-story 
q u a r t e r - c i r c u l a r g a l l e r i e s . The t h r e e - s t o r y q u a r t e r - c i r c u l a r bays 
are crowned by cross hipped r o o f s . R i s i n g from the center of the 
mass i s a t a l l , square, b r i c k clock tower w i t h t a l l arcaded openings 
and a clock. The tower ends a b r u p t l y , however, f o r i t lacks the 
pyramidal ro o f t h a t Gordon t y p i c a l l y employed. 

The ra i s e d t h r e e - s t o r y red b r i c k b u i l d i n g r e s t s on a r a i s e d l i m e ­
stone base and i s d e c o r a t i v e l y trimmed w i t h w h i te r u s t i c a t e d 
limestone arches, f o l i a t e d c a p i t a l s , l i n t e l s and stringc o u r s e s . 
To t h i s s t r i k i n g c o l o r c o n t r a s t i s added blue g r a n i t e employed i n 
the steps and i n the poli s h e d colxamns supporting the arcades. A 
wide limestone band around the f i r s t and t h i r d f l o o r s forms the 
window l i n t e l s on these f l o o r s , w h i l e the second f l o o r windows 
contain s i n g l e stone l i n t e l s . A narrow limestone s t r i n g c o u r s e 
below the second and t h i r d f l o o r s d i v i d e s the b u i l d i n g h o r i z o n t a l l y . 
Most of the windows are trabeated, b u t the l a r g e stone arches, 
t y p i c a l of the Romanesque Revival s t y l e are present i n the g a l l e r y 
arcades, entrance doors, dormers and the clock tower. 
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The i n t e r i o r ornamentation d i s p l a y i n g a v a r i e t y of c o l o r i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of Gordon's designs. The ground f l o o r i s f i n i s h e d 
w i t h marble t i l e , border, and base, a l l of a d i f f e r e n t c o l o r . 
The d i s t r i c t courtroom, enhanced by a t t r a c t i v e woodwork, has 
a high stamped metal c e i l i n g and a g a l l e r y , supported by i r o n 
columns. 

Besides a few minor changes, such as the removal of the i r o n fence 
which once surrounded the bloc k and the replacement of the s l a t e 
shingles w i t h sheet metal s i m u l a t i n g s h i n g l e s , there have been 
no a l t e r a t i o n s t o the o r i g i n a l 1898 courthouse. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lee County Courthouse i s a f i n e example o f a ninet e e n t h century 
Texas courthouse. Designed i n 1898 by J. R i e l y Gordon, a prominent 
Texas courthouse a r c h i t e c t i n the 1890's, the b u i l d i n g represents 
Gordon's v e r s i o n of the popular Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e . I n 
emphasizing the building's r o l e as the f o c a l p o i n t of the community, 
Gordon u t i l i z e d various Romanesque d e t a i l s and combined a v a r i e t y of 
s t r u c t u r a l masses t o give the courthouse a sense of weight and s t a b i l i t y . 

Created from Bastrop, Burleson, Fayette, and Washington counties, Lee 
County was organized i n 1874. Giddings and Lexington were the leading 
r i v a l s f o r the s e l e c t i o n of a county seat. Lexington, an o l d e r town 
surrounded by e x c e l l e n t farmland^ c o n f i d e n t l y l a i d out a courthouse 
square. But Giddings, s e t t l e d c h i e f l y by Wendish Lutherans i n the 
1850's, was a r a i l r o a d town and was proud of i t s h i g h , h e a l t h y 
l o c a t i o n a s t r i d e the d i v i d e between the Brazos and Colorado Rivers 
watersheds. I n the heated and b i t t e r l y contested e l e c t i o n , Giddings 
was selected as the covmty seat. 

The f i r s t Lee County Courthouse was completed f o u r years l a t e r i n 1878. 
B u i l t on a p u b l i c square j u s t south o f the business s e c t i o n , the c o u r t ­
house was a two-and-a-half s t o r y . Second Empire s t r u c t u r e w i t h mansard 
roof. A f i r e i n 1897 u n f o r t u n a t e l y destroyed the elegant b u i l d i n g . As 
plans were being discussed f o r a new s t r u c t u r e , several people i n 
Lexington and other county r e s i d e n t s urged t h a t the new courthouse be 
located i n the geographical center of the s t a t e . However, a popular 
e l e c t i o n once again confirmed Giddings as the county seat. 

I n order t o choose an a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s u i t a b l e f o r a new courthouse, 
a fund was set aside t o enable the County Commissioners t o v i s i t 
various county seats i n c e n t r a l and south Texas. The Coiranissioner's 
chose the work of the San Antonio a r c h i t e c t , J. R i e l y Gordon. A 
na t i v e of Winchester, V i r g i n i a , Gordon had no formal a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
t r a i n i n g . At the age of 18 he began h i s career i n Texas by study and 
apprenticeship w i t h the Waco a r c h i t e c t , W. 0. Dodson and i n 1883 he 
went t o Washington, D. C. t o work under the s u p e r v i s i n g a r c h i t e c t of 
the Treasury. Returning t o Texas i n 1887 Gordon opened an o f f i c e i n 
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San Antonio and soon became popular as a courthouse a r c h i t e c t . 
His courthouse designs which preceded the Lee County Courthouse 
were i n the counties of Fayette (1892), V i c t o r i a ( 1 8 9 2 ) , Bexar 
(1892-95), Erath (1892), Hopkins (1894-95), Gonzales (1894-96), 
E l l i s (1895-96), Wise (1895-97) and Comal (1898). 

The c o n t r a c t i n g b i d went t o the San Antonio f i r m of Sonnefield, 
Emmins and A b r i g h t , whose b i d f o r $32,270 was approved A p r i l 22, 
1898, Other bids included those f o r a tower clock, h ot a i r 
heating system, f u r n i t u r e , w i n d m i l l and w e l l , plumbing, concrete 
walk, and i r o n fence. The Sonnefield f i r m used county c o n v i c t s 
a t $1.00 per day t o remove the b u r n t b r i c k s from the o l d 
courthouse and the new b u i l d i n g was constructed on the same 
l o c a t i o n . Completed i n 1899, and received by the Board of 
Commissioners on June 3, 1899, Gordon's design was ne a r l y 
i d e n t i c a l t o the Comal County Courthouse b u i l t the year before. 
The b u i l d i n g i s s t i l l used as the courthouse and has had only 
minor a l t e r a t i o n s . 
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with enachad usuiancas i l the t u i t t -
enc* is epprovad. 

b. If recj i r td by OMB Circular A-05 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- N o r e -
atnicuona therein, to appropriata clearinghousos and i l l respoiuas are attached: epoca* 

(1) Capitol Area Planning Council D 
(2) Governor's Office of Budget & Management D 
(3) ^ 

Retponet 
attached 

• • 
23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED N>.UE m n TITL£ 

Truett Latimer, State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

b. SIGNATUR c DATE SIGNEO 
year month day 

19; 

24. AGENCY t tAME 

Departrent of the I n t e r i o r 
25. APPLICA- y « j r month day 
TION 

RECEIVED 1̂ 77 06 03 
2S. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l Park Service 

2 7 . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Administration D i v i s i 
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

on 
29. ADDRESS 

18th S 

3 a FEDERAL GRANT 

C Streets NK.. Washington. D.C. 20240 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q C i . AWARDED 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FOR 

AUENDMENT 

• i . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

3<i. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

32. FUNDING 

FEDC1V. 

b. APPllCANT 

c. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

a OTHER 

TOTf.L 

20 ,000 -00 33. ACTION DATE IK. 

year wiontA day 

19 77 09 09 
34. ycPM- BouCA day 
STARTING 
DATE 'l9 77 09 09 

2 0 , 0 0 0 -00 
.00 

.00 

.00 

4 0 , 0 0 0 -00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Nam* and telephone number) 

Stephen NeuTiian 
(202) 523-5472 

36 . 
ENDING 
DATE 

year month day 

19 80 09 08 
37 . REMAt^KS ADDED 

a. In taking above action, eny cooimanft rcctived from clearinghouses ware con. 
eideied. It agency response i< due under provisior.t ot Fart 1, OMd Circuler A-95, 
it lt*a tsen cr is being meda. 

0 j i . i Zi'OQ 

FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Nam* and telephone no.) 

same as #35 

STANDA;^0 FORM 4Z4 PAGE 1 (10-75) 


