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The Captain Charles Schreiner mansion located southwest and across the 
s t r e e t from the Kerr County Courthouse i s an unusual example o f Romanesque-
Chateauesque r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . Designed i n 1879 and modified 
i n 1895 by the famous nineteenth-century Texas a r c h i t e c t A l f r e d Giles, 
the house was the f i r s t limestone s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n Kerr County. 

O r i g i n a l l y a simple two-story limestone residence w i t h a t y p i c a l l y 
rambling V i c t o r i a n p l a n , the only d i s t i n g u i s h e d features were the 
i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g s . A grand h a l l w i t h f r o n t and back s t a i r s separated 
the p a r l o r and l i b r a r y from the f a m i l y dining'room and servant's d i n i n g 
room. The k i t c h e n was i n the rear. Six bedrooms on the second f l o o r 
also opened onto a c e n t r a l h a l l . 

D e s i r i n g a more noble facade. Captain Schreiner commissioned the Gil e s -
Guidon f i r m t o design a grandiose porch f o r h i s house i n 1895. C r a f t s 
men were brought from Germany f o r the p r o j e c t w i t h pink g r a n i t e f o r the 
columns from I t a l y . The r e s u l t a n t facade i s an unusual combination o f 
Romanesque and Chateauesque idioms. Twin conical-shaped t i l e r oofs 
f l a n k e i t h e r end o f the porch, the Southeast end being a two-story rounded 
bay and the Southwest being an extension of the porch. Rounded arches 
w i t h limestone voussoirs pronounce the openings i n the facade i n r h y t h 
mical fashion. A p r o j e c t i n g parapet w a l l w i t h a limestone pediment 
defines the entrance bay. A s i m i l a r p r o j e c t i o n b ut s l i g h t l y smaller i n 
scale f l a n k s the entrance p r o j e c t i o n t o the east, f u r t h e r a l l u d i n g t o 
the random V i c t o r i a n p l a n of the house. 

Windows are t y p i c a l l y V i c t o r i a n , t a l l and narrow i n p r o p o r t i o n w i t h two 
l i g h t s per sash. Cornice d e t a i l i n g i s w e l l pronounced w i t h p r o j e c t i n g 
brackets. Chimneys are low i n he i g h t w i t h simple beveled caps. A 
hipped standing-seam metal r o o f caps the composition. 

Extensive i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s were made a f t e r the K e r r v i l l e Masonic 
Lodge acquired the p r o p e r t y i n 1927. The c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e was removed 
and an e l e v a t o r i n s t a l l e d i n the rear o f the house. The i n t e r i o r w a l l s 
t h a t p a r t i t i o n e d the s i x bedrooms and bathroom on the second f l o o r were 
removed t o accommodate a huge meeting room. However, such amenities as 
the o r i g i n a l gas f i x t u r e s , mantles, wallpaper, and parquet f l o o r on the 
f i r s t f l o o r are i n t a c t . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Captain Charles Schreiner Mansion a t 216 E a r l G a r r e t t S t r e e t i n 
K e r r v i l l e , Texas, i s an unusual example o f a combination of the Romanesque 
and Chateauesque s t y l e s . Designed by the famous Texas a r c h i t e c t o f the 
nineteenth century, A l f r e d G i l e s , the house was o r i g i n a l l y constructed 
i n 1879 of n a t i v e limestone. Unusual as i t may seem since limestone was 
so r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n , the house was the f i r s t 
limestone s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n Kerr County. Captain Schreiner, an immi
grant from France, b u i l t one o f the g r e a t e s t mercantile-banking empires 
i n the Southwest f o r which h i s p a l a t i a l home was symbolic. 

Charles Schreiner's f a t h e r , Gustave Adolph Schreiner, was a French 
nobleman, having been born i n the f a m i l y c a s t l e "Reichenstein" a t 
Riguewihr i n the Vosges Mountains, upper Alsace, France. The l u r e 
of the New World f a s c i n a t e d him t o the ex t e n t t h a t he decided t o s t a r t 
a new l i f e i n America. Monsieur Schreiner, h i s w i f e C h a r l o t t e , and t h e i r 
f i v e c h i l d r e n f i n a l l y s e t t l e d i n San Antonio on September 23, 1852. 
Unfortunately, Gustave Schreiner died less than three weeks l a t e r leaving 
hi s e l d e s t son Charles, then a boy of 14 years, w i t h the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
o f the f a m i l y . 

Charles j o i n e d the Texas Rangers i n 1854 i n an e f f o r t t o p r o t e c t the 
f a m i l y from I n d i a n r a i d s . I t was during t h i s time t h a t he bought a 
ranch i n Kerr County and married Mary Magdalena Enderle. He also 
served as a captain f o r the Confederacy d u r i n g the C i v i l War under 
General Walker i n the Tr a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i Department. At the war's end, 
he returned t o h i s f a m i l y i n Texas and s t a r t e d a mercantile business. 
Schreiner M e r c a n t i l e Store opened f o r business on Christmas Eve, 1869, 
and was the beginning o f a great empire. The St. Charles Hotel was 
b u i l t i n 1875 along w i t h three other s t o r e s , a c o t t o n g i n , f l o u r m i l l , 
and an a r t e s i a n w e l l . The town o f K e r r v i l l e was founded and the f i r s t 
bank was b u i l t by Captain Schreiner i n 1879. 

(continued) 



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Parker, Josephine Schreiner, "The House of Schreiner," pamphlet, 
K e r r v i l l e , Texas, 1970. 

Tuck, Joe Grady, monograph on Schreiner Mansion, H i l l County Preservation 
Society, I nc., K e r r v i l l e , Texas, 1975. 

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
one h a l f acre ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY , 

UTM REFERENCES 

A | l , 4 | 1418.615,4,01 13.312.317.1,0 1 BI . 1 1 1 . 1 , . 1 1 . 1 . 1 . . 1 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU N i h i l I . 1 . 1 . . 1 Dl . 1 1 1 . I . 1 1 1 . 1 . 1 1 1 1 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Joe R. W l l l l a m s , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

Stephen Smith, Res to ra t i on Consul tant 
ORGANIZATION 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

3/26/75 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

P. O. Box 12276, C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 512-475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

Texas 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL. LOCAL. 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the N 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Par 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

e National Historic 
and 

ryation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
n evaluated according to the 

TITLE 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation OffiCi 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE March 27, 197 5 

I HEREBY CCTBTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHE01/3G 
ATTEST: 

ATION 
DATE ^1? 9 1975 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL RE 



Form No 10-300a 
IRev 10-74) 

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

RECEIVEDAPR 01 1975 

DATE E N T E R E D jtf>R 1 4 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 pAGE 1 

I t was duri n g t h i s same year t h a t Schreiner commissioned A l f r e d Giles, 
one o f the leading a r c h i t e c t s of the day, t o design a house t h a t would 
b e f i t h i s wealth. O r i g i n a l l y a d j o i n i n g the Mercantile Store across from 
the courthouse, the house was r a t h e r p l a i n i n ornamentation. I n 1895 
Giles was again commissioned by Schreiner, t h i s time t o add a grandiose 
porch across the f r o n t i n the Romanesque s t y l e of the day. 

Among the many p h i l a n t h r o p i c gestures Captain Schreiner made t o the c i t y 
o f K e r r v i l l e were c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o b r i n g the r a i l w a y from San Antonio, 
t o pave the s t r e e t s , t o b u i l d new highways, t o e s t a b l i s h the Veterans 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n H o s p i t a l , and t o found a preparatory school f o r boys. 

A f t e r Captain Schreiner's death i n 1927, h i s h e i r s conveyed the mansion 
t o the K e r r v i l l e Masonic Lodge f o r use as a Masonic Temple. I t had been 
used f o r t h i s purpose u n t i l 1972 when i t was sold t o Mrs. Roland Walters 
of Camp Verde, Texas. Plans are pending f o r the pr o p e r t y t o be acquired 
by the H i l l Country Preservation Society, I n c . , who hope t o rest o r e 
the mansion and open i t as a house museum. 



State ( U A L . working Number ^ ^ . . ^ ^ 

7 J-^o"ij 

TECHNICAL CONTROL^ 
Photos —. / n / > 
Maps / U/C ^ j , 7r 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

«9 1975 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered P̂«? 1 ^ 1975 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit I N T : 2 I 0 8 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 



















Form No. 10-301 
(Rev 1,0-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECflVED J^R 0 1 

tPATE ENTERED 
14 S7S 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HO\N TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Captain Charles Schreiner Mansion 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN ^VICINITYOF COUNTY STATE 

K e r r v i l l e "'̂>-v.̂  Kerr Texas 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE „ , " 1 , , „ 

United States Geological Survey 
SCALE DATE 

1:24,000 1964 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

I N T : 2 9 8 6 - 7 5 





1 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TT̂ vAc; 

Date Entered APR 1 ̂  "̂'̂  

Name Location 

Hayden House 

Schroeder-Yturri House 

Big Spring 
Howard County 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 

o 
•H 
u 
(U 
4-) 
c 

a) 
si 
4J 

IH 
0 +» c 
(0 
B 
+J u 
(0 
Ck 
Q) 

a 

o 
x: 

0 

4J 
C 
a 

ft 
O 
Q 

>i 0) 

a) 0) 

D 
01 

Homer Wilson Ranch 

Spanish Fort Site 

Schreiner, Captain Charles, Mansion 

Big Bend National Park 
Brewster County 

Spanish Fort 
Montague County 

K e r r v i l l e 
Kerr County 

Also No t i f i e d 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Omar Bixrleson 
Hon. Henry B. Gonzalez 
Hon. Richard C. White 
Hon. Jack Hightower 

Hon.Bob Krueger 

PR 

State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Regional Director, Southwest Region 

MMott/cha 4-24-75 



REGISTER DATA SHEET 
E as i t appe^^iB'on f e d e r a l r e g i s t e r : 

n O N s t f fee t «c n u m b e r c i>y / 

( 2 ) O T H E R N A M E S ; 

t o w n v i c i n i t y of c o u n t y 

RIVUTE DSTATE DMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTIFU DFEDERAKagency name). 

f wnmx RATtmi Kcimtt mnoitc mm  
Ons.tuMt 

' e n t r y : l ^ ^ c o u n t y c o d e -

) N P S R E G I O N : 

^ A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 

) C O N D I T I O N 
• e x c e l l e n t 
S^good 

• f a i r 

• de t e r io ra t ed 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 

• unexcavated 

S ^ l t e r e d 

• u n a l t e r e d 

• r e c o n s t r u c t e d 

• e x c a v a t e d 

^vitiKi umm i)t$r<Hit€ i«iieMftiiii 

Q < f r i g i n a l s i t e 

• m o v e d 

• u n k n o w n 

0. 5 
if state who.prejared form? 

• LOCAL DPRIVATE 0RGA4IZATI0N 

i l '^features ' . •̂SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 (̂ ŜUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
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