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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

S i s t e r d a l e , a small community w i t h a present p o p u l a t i o n of 
63 people, i s located i n Kendall county 15 miles due n o r t h of 
Boerne. S i t u a t e d i n the r o l l i n g h i l l s o f the c e n t r a l Texas H i l l 
country, the settlement was founded i n the v a l l e y of the two 
S i s t e r ' s Creeks along the Guadalupe r i v e r i n 1847. The most 
rep r e s e n t a t i v e and well-preserved examples o f S i s t e r d a l e ' s 
nineteenth century dwellings and o u t b u i l d i n g s are being preservejd 
at a p r i v a t e farm complex known as Badenthal. Translated as 
" n a t u r a l springs v a l l e y , " the name r e f l e c t s i t s h i s t o r y as a 
hydropathic i n s t i t u t e i n 

At the entrance t o Badenthal i s a one-story, one-room stone 
schoolhouse b u i l t i n 1893. Large c u t , r u s t i c a t e d limestone 
blocks enclose the r e c t a n g u l a r , p i t c h e d roof b u i l d i n g . Each 
narrow end o f the b u i l d i n g contains a s i n g l e door, w i t h the 
date "1893" i n s c r i b e d above the main entrance. Three narrow 
2/2 l i g h t windows f l a n k each side o f the b u i l d i n g . 

Approximately a quarter o f a mile down a t r e e - l i n e d g r a v e l 
road i s the f i r s t complex o f b u i l d i n g s , f o r m e r l y the Ernst Kapp 
homestead and hydropathic i n s t i t u t e i n the 1850's and 1860's. 
The f i r s t house on the land, b u i l t ca. 1847 by Nicholas z i n k , 
was a iSg-story, one-room, windowless block house, constructed of 
l i v e oak logs w i t h a limestone lean-to p o r t i o n at the re a r . 
The o r i g i n a l door, now i n the museum i n comfort, was three inchejs 
t h i c k and studded w i t h i r o n n a i l s two inches apart. A f t e r 
Ernst Kapp bought the pro p e r t y i n 1850 he soon enlarged the 
house w i t h another iJ^-story l o g s t r u c t u r e and stone l e a n - t o . 
He enclosed the two b u i l d i n g s w i t h a dog run, added a g a l l e r y 
across the f r o n t , and created a f u l l second s t o r y over the dog-
run by p r o j e c t i n g a large dormer from the center o f the p i t c h e d 
roof on both the f r o n t and rear facades. The dog run was 
p a r t i a l l y enclosed i n the 1950's by the owner, George Fr e d e r i c k , 

About 100 f e e t southwest o f the main house there o r i g i n a l l y / 
stood a shed s t r u c t u r e s h e l t e r i n g a n a t u r a l s p r i n g , which 
was u t i l i z e d by Kapp i n the treatment o f diseases. An 1855 
drawing of the Kapp Hydropathic I n s t i t u t e by Hermann Lungkwitz 
i l l u s t r a t e s the roofed s t r u c t u r e . Recently the cedar p i l i n g s 
were uncovered which supported the shed over the s p r i n g . When 
the s p r i n g d r i e d up i n the l a t e nineteenth century, Langbein 
had used the hole f o r a garbage f i l l . 

TO house h i s many p a t i e n t s d u r i n g the 1850's, Kapp b u i l t 
three one-story, one-room stone b u i l d i n g s adjacent t o the main 
house and used t h i s as the sa n i t a r i u m . Andreas Langbein, who 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet # 1 
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7, D e s c r i p t i o n continued. 

bought the Kapp homestead i n 1871, l a t e r j o i n e d these three 
b u i l d i n g s connecting them w i t h frame s t r u c t u r e s . No major s t r u c ­
t u r a l a l t e r a t i o n s were made t o the stone b u i l d i n g s , however, 
u n t i l George Frederick cut a p i c t u r e window out of the stone 
w a l l of the c e n t r a l stone b u i l d i n g i n the 1950's. A concrete 
g a l l e r y f l o o r also added duri n g t h i s p e r i o d . The long b u i l d i n g 
now serves as the p r i v a t e residence of the present owners. 

Behind the o l d s a n i t a r i u m i s a log coachhouse s h e l t e r e d by 
a double p i t c h e d roof w i t h a small l o g smithy attached t o the 
side of the coachhouse w i t h a shed r o o f . An ell-shaped cypress 
barn, probably b u i l t i n the l a t e nineteenth century, i s s i t u a t e d 
behind the coachhouse and a small square l o g smokehouse stands 
at the r e a r , completing the complex i s a sugar press and molasse 
or syrup m i l l . A l l the l o g s t r u c t u r e s had been used f o r several 
years f o r farm machinery and hay storage, thus preventing d e t e r i o 
r a t i o n , i n r e s t o r i n g the log b u i l d i n g s l a s t summer, the b u i l d i n g 
were reroofed w i t h cypress shingles and the large dormers o f the 
main house were resided on the e x t e r i o r . Most o f the property 
around Badenthal i s enclosed by a re s t o r e d rubble limestone fence 

Approximately another q u a r t e r mile down the road i s the 
second complex o f b u i l d i n g s constructed i n various stages by the 
Langbein f a m i l y i n the l a t e nineteenth century and e a r l y t w e n t i e t 
century. The o l d e s t s t r u c t u r e i s a one-story, one-room stuccoed, 
limestone d w e l l i n g b u i l t by the Langbeins i n the 1870's, A seconp 
one-story stuccoed stone b u i l d i n g , also b u i l t by the Langbeins 
ca. 1880's, stands a few f e e t northwest o f the o l d e r house, A 
one-room frame a d d i t i o n l a t e r enlarged the s t r u c t u r e . A nineteenth 
century l o g o u t b u i l d i n g remains i n a good s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n 
enclosed w i t h i n a cypress barn o f a l a t e r p e r i o d . The main 
house b u i l t i n 1910 i s a hipped roofed, stuccoed stone house 
w i t h a g a l l e r y on two sides supported by an arcade o f arched 
concrete p i l l a r s . The side porch was l a t e r enclosed. Another 
modest ell-shaped cottage w i t h 2/2 l i g h t windows was also b u i l t 
on the s i t e ca. 1900's. Both dwellings have been rennovated 
as guest houses. One other l o g o u t b u i l d i n g stands next to the 
ru i n s o f a cypress barn. Only a few yards behind t h i s second 
complex i s the cyp r e s s - l i n e d S i s t e r creek. 

GPO 921.7 24 
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m e d i c i n e — 
hydrotherapy 

The l a t e 1840's was a pe r i o d of p r o l i f i c German s e t t l e ­
ment of Texas. As a r e s u l t o f i n c r e a s i n g i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 
and economic pressure, such as the fragmentation of farms and 
crop f a i l u r e s , many agrarians e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y j o i n e d the new 
Society f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of German Immigration i n Texas 
(the Adelsverein) under the leadership of Prince c a r l of 
Solms-Braunfels. i t was t h i s group o f immigrants who founded 
the German communities of New Braunfels i n 1845 and Fredericks­
burg i n 1846 (See N a t i o n a l Register Submission, Fredericksburg 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , October, 1970). An a d d i t i o n a l immigration 
stimulus, the German Revolution o f 1848 was a nonagrarian 
movement and d i d more t o encourage immigration among the 
better-educated, c i t y - d w e l l i n g Germans. Small groups of p o l i ­
t i c a l refugees founded several " L a t i n c o l o n i e s " — f a r m i n g s e t t l e ­
ments founded by well-educated Germans who had never p r e v i o u s l y 
p r a c t i c e d a g r i c u l t u r e . S i s t e r d a l e , located approximately 40 
miles northwest o f San Antonio i n present day Kendall county, 
was such a community. 

The complex o f b u i l d i n g s at S i s t e r d a l e , known today as 
Badenthal, r e f l e c t s the s t o r y o f the i n t e . l l e c t u a l settlement 
or L a t i n colony o f S i s t e r d a l e . The f i r s t b u i l d i n g on the 
land was a windowless l o g block house b u i l t i n 1847 by Nichola|s 
Zink. Zink, who had come t o Texas as an engineer w i t h prince 
c a r l o f Solms-Braunfels, surveyed and l a i d out the s i t e o f 
New Braunfels i n 1845. When many German s e t t l e r s were moving 
f u r t h e r west from New Braunfeis t o Fredericksburg, Zink became 
enchanted w i t h an area between the two c i t i e s — a v a l l e y on the 
no r t h side of the Guadalupe r i v e r at the mouth of the two 
S i s t e r " ^ Creeks. I n September, 1847, he purchased 1280 acres, 
s e l l i n g a p o r t i o n of t h i s i n 1848 to George Frederick Holekamp, 
Holekamp sold the block house and 58 acres t o Ernst Kapp i n 
January, 1850. 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet # 2 
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Ernst Kapp (1808-1896) was born i n Dudurgstadt i n Bavarian 
Oberfranken and received h i s doctorate at the u n i v e r i s t y of Bonn 
i n 1828. A f t e r teaching two years at Hamm, i n 1830 he accepted a 
professorate at Minden, where he married Ida Kappell i n 1833. 
As the leading proponent o f c a r l R i t t e r ' s theory of geography, 
Kapp wrote several books and a r t i c l e s on geography and h i s t o r y 
and a two-volume book on philosophy. I n 1849, he published a 
p o l i t i c a l t r e a t i s e , e n t i t l e d Der K o n s t i t u e r t e Despotisms und die 
K o n s t i t u t i o n e l l e F r e i h e i t , i n which he advocated a more l i b e r a l 
government. He was imprisoned b r i e f l y , but upon h i s release was 
i n great demand as a teacher. However, he resigned at Minden and 
immigrated to Texas. 

i n l a t e autumn of 1849 h i s f a m i l y landed i n Galveston and by 
mid January, 1850, they reached New Braunfels. He soon learned of 
Holekamp's farm at Zink's settlement and a f t e r s e t t l i n g an agree­
ment i n which Holekamp would teach him farming i n the f i r s t s i x 
months, Kapp bought the 58 acres. i n 1851 Dr. Kapp purchased an 
a d d i t i o n a l 947 acres from Franz Kettner. Dr. Rudolf Wipprecht 
who l e f t Germany f o r s i m i l a r p o l i t i c a l reasons i n the l a t e 1840's, 
jo i n e d the Kapp f a m i l y a t S i s t e r d a l e . i n 1854 Wipprecht married 
J u l i e , the Kapp's o l d e s t daughter, and he ev e n t u a l l y became the 
f i r s t Professor o f Languages at Texas A & M i n the 1880's. 

Having always been i n t e r e s t e d i n the cure o f diseases w i t h 
mineral waters, Kapp and Wipprecht decided t o e s t a b l i s h a Hydro­
p a t h i c i n s t i t u t e i n the e a r l y 1850's. Hermann Lungkwitz made some 
pen sketches i n 1855 showing the Kapp's log houses, as w e l l as 
i l l u s t r a t i n g the various water cure processes. The drawing was 
used i n a lighographed broadside t o adv e r t i s e the i n s t i t u t e and 
i s preserved a t the comfort Museum. 

S i s t e r d a l e had many important v i s i t o r s during the 1850's. 
Frederick Law Olmstead t r a v e l e d t o S i s t e r d a l e i n 1852 and recorded 
t h a t the settlement consisted of e i g h t or ten farms s t r e t c h i n g 
along the Guadalupe r i v e r . About Dr. Kapp he wrote: 

"Another s h o r t r i d e took us t o a large stuccoed log 
house, near the bank of one o f the S i s t e r creeks. 
Here l i v e s a professor (Kapp) who di v i d e s h i s time 
between h i s farm and h i s l i b r a r y . The d e l i c i o u s 
brook water has been turned t o account by him f o r 
the cure o f disease, and h i s house i s thrown open 
to p a t i e n t s . " 

Many of the German n o b i l i t y were e n t e r t a i n e d at S i s t e r d a l e . One 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet # 3 GPO 9 21-7 24 
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such guest was the Prince, Paul o f Wuerttemberg, br o t h e r t o the 
k i n g . 

The L a t i n Colony e a r l y i n s t i t u t e d a c o n t i n u i n g and l a s t i n g 
school system. An 1893 one-room stone b u i l d i n g , the f o u r t h school 
house i n S i s t e r d a l e , stands a t the entrance t o Badenthal. The 
foundations o f the t h i r d l o g school, b u i l t a f t e r the c i v i l War, 
remains i n f r o n t o f the 1893 s t r u c t u r e . 

Ernst Kapp served as the j u s t i c e of the Peace f o r several 
years. At the beginning of the c i v i l War Kapp was also appointed 
E n r o l l i n g O f f i c e r f o r the Texas confederacy w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s 
to form a company of m i l i t i a a t S i s t e r d a l e . A l f r e d Kapp, Ernst's 
o l d e s t son, was e l e c t e d c a p t a i n . U t i l i z i n g h i s experience from 
working at the c o l t f a c t o r y i n H a r t f o r d before the war, A l f r e d , 
together w i t h Wilhelm, the Kapp's blacksmith, developed a p i s t o l 
at the Kapp smithy t h a t was used by the confederacy. 

Following the c i v i l War, Ernst Kapp, h i s w i f e and youngest 
daughter, set out to v i s i t Germany. However, during h i s stay he 
became i l l and h i s p h y s i c i a n p r o h i b i t e d a r e t u r n t o Texas. Kapp 
s e t t l e d i n Duesseldorf, resumed h i s w r i t i n g s , and died there i n 
1896. 

The p e r i o d o f the c i v i l War ended the dominance of the L a t i n 
colony s e t t l e r s i n S i s t e r d a l e . Most of the o r i g i n a l founders 
g r a d u a l l y dispersed and the settlement was replaced by new German 
immigrants and descendants o f the o l d . i n 1871 Andreas Langbein 
bought the former Kapp pr o p e r t y and h i s descendants maintained 
the o r i g i n a l Kapp s t r u c t u r e s w e l l i n t o the Twentieth century. 
Andreas a r r i v e d i n S i s t e r d a l e during the c i v i l War and founded a 
store and dance h a l l . The second complex o f b u i l d i n g s at 
Badenthal were b u i l t d u r i n g the l a t e nineteenth century and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century by the Langbein f a m i l y . Andrea's son, Gustav, 
i n h e r i t e d the land and e v e n t u a l l y p a r c e l l e d out the east v a l l e y 
of the east f o r k of S i s t e r creek t o h i s c h i l d r e n . The Kapp home­
stead e v e n t u a l l y passed on t o h i s son, Gus Langbein. George 
F r e i d r i c h bought the Kapp complex and d i d some remodelling i n the 
1950's. Presently the school house, Kapp complex, and a second 
complex o f log and stone s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t by the Langbeins are 
owned by Dr. and Mrs. Samuel c. Woolvin who are i n the process 
of r e s t o r i n g them. 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet # 4 
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Badenthal, as the Woolvins have a p p r o p r i a t e l y named t h e i r 
p r o p e r t y , contains o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s from the per i o d of S i s t e r -
dale's L a t i n Colony. These are the only extant s t r u c t u r e s i n 
S i s t e r d a l e r e f l e c t i n g the f a s c i n a t i n g h i s t o r y of t h i s community 
of German i n t e l l e c t u a l s . The pr o p e r t y also contains a second 
complex of l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g s 
b u i l t by a new and more permanent generation of German farmers. 
Thus, not only does Badenthal serve as a v i s u a l document of 
Si s t e r d a l e ' s settlement, b ut i t represents the t r a n s i t i o n between 
the i n t e l l e c t u a l founders and the l a t e r German immigrants who 
permanently s e t t l e d the area. 

GPO 921-7 24 



r 

0^' 

ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Texas 
C O U N T Y 

K e n d a l l 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

JAN 8 1975 (Number all entrleB) 

8. S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n t i n u e d — 

Nicholas Zink, the founder of Zink's Settlement, l a t e r known 
as S i s t e r d a l e , bought 1280 acres from Wm. F. Wilson on Sept. 23, 
1847. Called the F, W. Wilson Survey No. 2, t h i s land i n the 
v a l l e y o f the two S i s t e r creeks was patented J u l y 22, 1846. 
The settlement area e v e n t u a l l y included an a d d i t i o n a l 1280 acres 
i n the Fowler survey and about 2,000 acres o f the S t a f f o r d survey 

The o r i g i n a l v a l l e y area s e t t l e d by the L a t i n Colony i n the 1850s 
begins i n the south, a quarter m i l e beyond the Guadalupe River 
on FM 1376 a t Ottmar Von Behr's home. At the crossing o f the 
Guadalupe, the confluence mouth of the S i s t e r s Creeks begins 
the v a l l e y area and runs n o r t h n o r t h northwest u n t i l i t divides 
i n t o the east and west f o r k s . The s i t e o f Nicholas Zink's o r i g i ­
n a l cabin, now i n r u i n s , l i e s t o the east of the p o i n t where the 
creeks d i v i d e . This i s the base of the v a l l e y area. For 
h i s t o r i c a l purposes the west f o r k forms the western boundary u n t i 
i t meets a small t r i b u t a r y known as P l a t t e Creek, and the east 
f o r k defines the eastern boundary u n t i l i t reaches a t r i b u t a r y 
branch known as Askanezy (or Askezy) Creek. An imaginary l i n e 
between these two p o i n t s forms the northern boundary. 

Von Behr, the second permanent s e t t l e r i n the reg i o n , b u i l t h i s 
log home t o the south o f the Guadalupe on a b l u f f overlooking the 
r i v e r . His homestead contained the f i r s t p o s t o f f i c e and the 
f i r s t l i b r a r y f o r the L a t i n Colony. The o r i g i n a l home burned, 
bu t j u s t below the c r e s t of the b l u f f e x i s t s a small cave sealed 
o f f by Von Behr i n the 1850s t o use as a smokehouse and as a 
p r o t e c t i v e s h e l t e r . A stone home, b u i l t by Von Behr's 
descendents i n the 18850s, remains standing on the property w i t h 
few a l t e r a t i o n s . The house, t y p i c a l o f the Pioneer German s t y l e 
so f r e q u e n t l y seen i n Fredericksburg (see Na t i o n a l Register 
submission, Fredericksburg H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 19), i s a one and 
a h a l f s t o r y , three bay, limestone s a l t box home w i t h a one 
s t o r y frame g a l l e r y attached across the f r o n t . A small one 
s t o r y , p i t c h e d r o o f stone p o r t i o n , probably b u i l t o r i g i n a l l y as 
the k i t c h e n , was j o i n e d t o the house a t a l a t e r time. 

To the east o f the p i n t where the Creeks d i v i d e , stands the 
ruinous remains of Nicholas Zink's o r i g i n a l cabin. An c.1880s 
log s t r u c t u r e remains on t h i s property enclosed and hidden i n 
the center o f a l a t e r frame residence, now vacant. 
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8.Significance c o n t i n u e d — 

Degener who bought the Zink homestead i n the 1850s, b u i l t a log 
home adjacent t o the o r i g i n a l Zink cabin. However, the house 
was demolished i n the 1960s when FM 13 76 came through S i s t e r d a l e . 

Beyond the Zink homestead i s the township or hamlet of Si s t e r d a l e 
S i s t e r d a l e was Zink's Settlement u n t i l about 1852, when Ottomar 
von Behr, J u l i u s Dresel, and Ernst Kapp named the settlement. 
The land was o r i g i n a l l y owned by the Kapps and l a t e r sold t o 
Andreas Langbein. S i s t e r d a l e was never an incorporated c i t y , 
only a series o f frams, and was only established as a township 
i n 1883 when fo r t y - o n e l o t s and a school l o t were p l a t t e d i n 
t h i s c e n t r a l area. One s t r u c t u r e , a stone blockhouse w i t h 
narrow gun s l i t s , i s the only b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l t o the L a t i n 
Colony p e r i o d . However, several l a t e nineteenth century 
s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t by the second wave of German immigrants remain 
such as the two s t o r y stone Lorbeer house; the Langbein house, 
formerly the second post o f f i c e and the o r i g i n a l home of August 
and Regina Langbein; and the ca.1890s dancehall. At the n o r t h 
edge of the p l a t t e d township i s the 1893 stone schoolhouse 
( f o u r t h ) , which stands a t the entrance t o Badenthal. 

The east f o r k of S i s t e r Creek was p r i m a r i l y Ernst Kapp's 
o r i g i n a l 9000 acres, much o f which was l a t e r bought by the 
Langbein f a m i l y . Just beyond Badenthal are two t y p i c a l German 
s t y l e one and a h a l f s t o r y stone houses w i t h one s t o r y g a l l e r y 
b u i l t ca. 1870s by Andreas Langbein f o r h i s son Robert and 
l a t e r j o i n e d together t o make one s t r u c t u r e . 

W i t h i n the o r i g i n a l v a l l e y area stands another l a t e nineteenth 
century home, the Kneupper home, a one and one-half s t o r y . 
Pioneer German, stuccoed stone house w i t h a one-story g a l l e r y 
and shed r o o f at-the rear. A double log s t r u c t u r e i s sheltered 
w i t h i n the present barn. F i n a l l y , only a sh o r t distance from 
t h i s complex i s a one-story stone school b u i l d i n g w i t h a g a l l e r y 
across the f r o n t . Known as the Upper School, the s t r u c t u r e 
was b u i l t i n the l a t e 1890s when, as a r e s u l t of a community 
feud, a new ( f i f t h ) school was b u i l t t o serve the c h i l d r e n i n 
the northern p a r t o f the d i s t r i c t . 

These are the major nineteenth century s t r u c t u r e s w i t h i n the 

o r i g i n a l v a l l e y area s e t t l e d by the L a t i n Colony. As e a r l i e r 
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Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

jU -r. 7Y 

December 16, 1974 

MS. Jan Thorman 
O f f i c e o f Archeology 
and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c 
places 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Thorman: 

Upon your suggestion, I have sent a d d i t o n a l m a t e r i a l s 
which w i l l enlarge the o r i g i n a l Badenthal N a t i o n a l Register 
submission from the two nineteenth century complexes on the 
Woolvin's p r o p e r t y t o i n c l u d e the e n t i r e v a l l e y s e t t l e d by 
the s i s t e r d a l e L a t i n colony o f the l a t e 1840 and 1850s. 
Enclosed are a USGS map showing the new coordinates; a s i t e 
map i n d i c a t i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f the b u i l d i n g s , roads and 
creeks t o one another; and a c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet d e s c r i b i n g 
the d i s t r i c t boundaries and the nineteenth century a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l remains w i t h i n the v a l l e y d i s t r i c t . 

i n view o f the boundary changes, i would l i k e t o rename the 
"Badenthal" submission the " S i s t e r d a l e V a l l e y D i s t r i c t " . 
Although Badenthal contains the most s i g n i f i c a n t complex o f 
b u i l d i n g s , i . e . , the only remaining L a t i n colony s t r u c t u r e s , 
the name " S i s t e r d a l e V a l l e y D i s t r i c t " more accurately describes 
the e n t i r e area now under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . i n a d d i t i o n , the 
property ownership should be changed t o i n d i c a t e m u l t i p l e 
ownership and the acreage changed t o 2893 acres. 

Also are included two 8 x 10 glossy photographs i mentioned 
to you showing an 1853 drawing by Lungwitz of the Kapp home, 
as w e l l as a l i t h o g r a p h r e v e a l i n g the Kapp homestead and 
various water cure techniques. The drawing on the l i t h o g r a p h 



Page 2 Ms. Thorman December 16, 1974 

was used i n a brochure t o a d v e r t i s e Kapp's Hydropathic 
i n s t i t u t e i n the 1850s. 

We are pleased t h a t you w i l l be using t h i s submission as 
an example i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t d i s p l a y at the annual 
meeting. A l l o f t h i s m a t e r i a l should give you a f a i r l y 
c l e a r p i c t u r e o f the h i s t o r y and settlement of the S i s t e r ­
dale area, i f you need c l a r i f i c a t i o n on any of these sources 
or i f I can provide you w i t h a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n , please 
l e t me know. 

I hope t o see you at the annual meeting i n February. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDLpbs 
Enclosures 
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8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n t i n u e d 

described, Badenthal consists o f two complexes, each representing 
a d i f f e r e n t generation o f the German immigrants, the p r e - C i v i l 
War L a t i n Colony and the post C i v i l War permanent German fathers 
Badenthal, which has the only remaining examples of the L a t i n 
Colony settlement, as w e l l as the l a t e nineteenth century 
Langbein s t r u c t u r e s , represents the most complete example of 
the two waves o f German s e t t l e r s . 
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7.Description c o n t i n u e d — 

S i t e Map Key 

1. Von Behr Homestead 

2. Zink/Degener Homestead 

3. Lorbeer House 

4. Longbein Home, Dancehall and Stone Blockhouse 

5. 1893 Schoolhouse 

6. Badenthal complex #1 

7. Badenthal complex #2 

8. Robert Longhein Homestead 

9. Upper School 

10. Kneupper Homestead 
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1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude ond longi tude reference. 
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1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Badenthal 
AND/OR HISTORIC: KBpp Hydropathlc i n s t i t u t e 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O H T O W N : 

S i s t e r d a l e 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

T e x a s 048 K e n d a l ] / 259 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

USGS 7 .5 ' se r i es 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

1964 
4 . REQUtREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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Sisterdale Valley D i s t r i c t Sisterdale 
Kendall County 

Also Notifi e d 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Bob Krueger 

Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
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^NR Data Sheet • 
NAMEAS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: S i s t e r d a l s V a l l e y D i s t r i c t 

OTHER Kwi:s: Badenthal; Kapp H y d r o p a t h i c I n s t i t u t e . ^ v-t^-

DATE: l l - 2 3 - 7 6 
Reviewer I N I T I A L S : n e s b i t t 

1/8/75 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREET & NUMBER 

yRte. 1376 
a i Y . TOWN 

^ S i s t e r d a l e 
STATE 

\ / Texas 0̂ +8 

1 

^t|IGRI|_St.lONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY c o d e 

( ^ K e n d a l l - 259 

OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y : (circle)^l^^^^^x^r^^ STATE LOCAL GOVT MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(under l ine) 

NTS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

MID ATLANTIC 

SOUTfnTEST y ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

SOUTHEAST MIDVTEST 

VffiST PACIFIC NORTrnVEST 

F E A T U R E S : 

CONDITION -

IMTEEIOR EXTEPIOR ENVIRO*.S 

Substantially intact-1 J^Substantially intact-2 /tsubstantiallv intact-3 
JlCunJinown - 4 vmlcnown .-5 _. unknown -6 
_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ j ^ . ^ . ^ appld c=ble-9 

— I n t e r i o r , exterior, environs not intact-0 

—EXCELLENT DETERIORATED —UNALTERED l ^ J R I G I N A L SITE 

) ^ 0 0 0 —RUINS ^ ^ L T E R E D 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED - R e c o n s t r u c t e d 
_Unexcavatf>'^ —Excavated 

- M O V E D 

—UnJ'.ncwn 

ACCESS-
Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d Y e s - u r . r e s t r i c t e d No access 

h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t YES NO 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

IF YES, NAME: 
YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAJIDMiARK? 

I F YES, NA-'IE: 
YES NO 

ADAPTIVE U S E : YES Nig • Saved ? YES no 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use " b c a b u l a r y words ) 

t h e n - SETTLEMENT 

now- HOUSE 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

ARCHEOLOUYPREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

yC»RCHlTECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
' f i r s t ' - ' YES 

-CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

— EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

- L A N D S C A P E ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW/(3ov' t / p o l i t i c s 
— LITERATURE 

— MILITARY 

— MUSIC > 

—PHILOSOPHY ' ^ o l . ^ ' ' ^ ^ " ^ 

—POUTICS-COVERNMEN'T' ^OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

.TRANSPORTATION 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

— . h e a l t h 

recreation 

> f e e t t l e r a e n t 

socio/cultural 

urban & commun 

planning 

'* oldest'-' YES NO NO 



ARCHITECTURAL S T Y L E : 

architect/m .builder; 
^ engineer: 

Iandscap(/garden designer; artist/artisan: 

interior deeorator: builder/contractor; 
ETHNIC GROUP: ^erm.^ 

NAMES* 
personal (1) Nicholas Zink - b u i l t 1st s t ructure on property 1«^7 (2) 

(label role Ernst Kapp - bought property I85O, developed resor t . Returned to Germany 
appropriate date) '̂̂ ^ property in 1871 *•« (3) AudiLuu ImtglBoiw 

events 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l (1) Kapp Hydropathic I n s t i t u t e - the name of the health resort, 
developed to cure disease with the water of the two Sister's Creeks. 

/ 

D A T E S I DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) :^18^4-7-1910 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS; 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E . NOMINATION) PRIVATE ^^^^^S^^^ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

t OTHER FEDEPAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E . * (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

• ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M . ^ U U S L L ^ ^ ^ ^ 

C O M M E N T S ; (include architectural information here) Collection of mid 19th <i. to early 20th 
I Q,. r e s i d e n t i a l and resort structures—-of log and rock construction. E a r l i e s t - , 

• r e s i d e n t i a l building b u i l t 184-7» developed into a^resort u t i l i z i n g the waters of .the 
two S i s t e r ^ Creeks. 2nd s i t e of r e s i d e n t i a l development l a t e 19th' df.^ by l a t e r 

German immigrant. Multiple outbuildings. Developed as a resort colony cjf. 1855 ' 
by Ernst Kapp,early German s e t t l e r i n Texas. 

4 
S I G N I F I C A N C E ! ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 



ARCHITECTURAL S T Y L E ; 

arc hitecy'm.builder; 

landscap^garden designer; 

interior decorator; 

ETHNIC GROUP; i^erm.^ 

engineer; 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor; 

NAMES' 
p_ersonal (1) Nicholas Zink - b u i l t 1st structure on property 18̂ 7 (2) 

(label role Ernst Kapp - bought property I85O, developed resort. Returned to Germany 
appropriate date) ^nd sold property in 1871 to (3) Audi LUU Luubbuiii 

events 

institutional (1) Kapp Hydropathic Institute - the name of the health resort, 
developed to cure disease with the water of the two Sister's Creeks. 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) :^18^7-1910 

DATE(S) OF ".MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICAXLY SIGNIFICANT D A T E ( S ) : 

SOURCE. NOMINATION) 

• OTHER 

' A C R E A G E ; 

/ " ^ A T O ) PRIVATE 

FEDERAL AGENCY: 

I ^ A L GOV"T MTJNICIPAL COUNTY 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) 

Valley site defined by 2 Sister Creeks joining the Guadalupe Rivert includes 10 p r i -

mary structures^with outbuaidangg of stone^ log constructioqii^ 1 Ŷi atepil^ei. important 

/in the dietpigt are?the Badenthal health resort complexes with typical cypress barn; 

and the Langbein house, dancehall {c . l890's) and stone blockhouse Cc. l850's). Origins 

l y settled.^by German intellectual immigrants who established a health resort complex 

to heal patients with the waters of the 2 Sister Creeks; colony stabilized in the 1870's 


