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DESCRIPTION 
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^ F A I f l —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Blake-Beaty-Orton House i n Jasper, Texas, i s a two-story V i c t o r i a n 
house w i t h a dramatic p o r t i c o on the entrance or west facade. The house 
r e s t s on p i e r s o f handmade b r i c k s and i s made e n t i r e l y o f the n a t i v e pine 
i n c l u d i n g the beveled s i d i n g s h i n g l e s , of d i f f e r e n t shapes, v e r t i c a l 
beaded s i d i n g as w e l l as various ornamentations. The roof covering i s 
now corrugated t i n but was o r i g i n a l l y wood shing l e s . The o r i g i n a l 
windows are narrow and c o n t a i n 2/2 l i g h t s . 

The complex p a t t e r n o f ro o f planes w i t h i n t e r s e c t i n g t u r r e t as w e l l as 
the c o n t r a s t i n g t e x t u r e s and the i r r e g u l a r plan are u n i f i e d by the 
dominant entrance bay c o n s i s t i n g o f a gable r e s t i n g on two elongated 
Roman columns—a p o r t i c o o f dramatic scale. Contrasting w i t h t h i s 
p o r t i c o i s the more conventional system o f wrap around, one-story 
g a l l e r i e s w i t h turned balustrades, slender turned posts, punched brackets 
and spandrels. The overlapping and combination o f the two i s a unique 
and a r r e s t i n g f e a t u r e o f t h i s house. This manipulation o f scale i s an 
ex c e l l e n t example o f the form i n a r c h i t e c t u r e not being w h o l l y dependent . 
on technology. The gable contains an elaborate bargeboard c o n s i s t i n g o f 
an i n t r i c a t e fan and d e l i c a t e l e a f and f l o r a l cut-outs and pendants—a 
t r a c e r t y - l i k e design producing an array o f shadows on the shingled surface. 
The fan i s o u t l i n e d by a simple molding w i t h h a l f - r o u n d t e r m i n a t i o n s . 

That p o r t i o n of the second f l o o r g a l l e r y over the main entrance p r o j e c t s 
s l i g h t l y as i f i t was an i s o l a t e d balcony, adding t o the s p a t i a l sensation. 
These g a l l e r i e s have handsome newel posts, b a l u s t e r s and spindle f r i e z e s 
supported by brackets. The r e s u l t a n t rhythm adds g r e a t l y t o the richness 
of the composition. A h a l f t u r r e t w i t h a c o n i c a l r o o f supported by 
brackets p r o j e c t s from the w a l l a t the second l e v e l on the n o r t h side o f 
the p o r t i c o . 

The f r i e z e o f the p o r t i c o i s supported by carved brackets terminated by 
pendants on e i t h e r side o f a d e n t i l - l i k e ornament. The bargeboard w i t h 
fan occurs i n a gable on each o f the n o r t h and south facades. 

A one-story a d d i t i o n a t the rear or east i s not o r i g i n a l . The f i r s t l e v e l 
o f the house contains p a r l o r s on e i t h e r side o f a v e s t i b u l e . To the rear 
o f the v e s t i b u l e i s the main h a l l w i t h s t a i r c a s e , d i n i n g , s i t t i n g room and 
k i t c h e n . The second l e v e l contains 5 bedrooms and a bath. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Blake-Beaty-Orton House i s a Victorian house b u i l t i n the l a t t e r 
part of the nineteenth century. I t i s an excellent example of the 
complex design of t h i s period w i t h contrasting shapes, textures, and 
soilds and voids and i s notable f o r the daring portico design. 

Claims have been made that the house was constructed as early as the 
1860's but a l l records to substantiate such a claim were i n the County 
Courthouse which bumed i n the middle 1880's. From an ar c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r y view, the house should be dated i n the 1880's and i t appears i n 
photographic records and w r i t i n g a f t e r T. J. Beaty had acquired the property 
i n 1888. This would be consistent w i t h s i m i l a r V i c t o r i a n house designs i n 
Texas. 

The Beaty family owned the property on which the house stands as early 
as 1843. After being owned b r i e f l y by Stephen Williams, grandson and 
namesake of a veteran of both the American Revolution and the Texas 
Revolution, the property was acquired by the G.W. Blake family. Mr. Blake 
was by profession a carpenter and cabinetmaker. His daughter claimed 
to have been bom i n the house i n 1861 and Blake was a "trained a r t i s a n " 
with manually driven machines such as planes and lathes to duplicate such 
elaborate turnings. However, no record supports the claim. 

G. W. Blake died i n 1882 and l a t e r h i s widow sold the property to J. T, 
Beaty, son of the e a r l i e r Beaty, a prominent c i t i z e n of Jasper who studied 
law and became an attorney. He was elected Senator from the 14th D i s t r i c t 
to the Texas Legislature from 1901 to 1906. The size and grandeur of the 
home lends i t s e l f to Mr, Beaty's advanced st a t i o n and i t more l i k e l y the 
house was constmcted a f t e r he acquired the property. Marguerite Beaty 
Orton, daughter of J,T, Beaty and the occupant of the house u n t i l 1973, 
has given the property to the c i t y of Jasper, which plans to restore the 
structure. I t i s one of the l a s t remaining 19th century houses and the 
most impressive i n Jasper. 
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