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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

Hudspeth County Courthouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER M i l l i c a n S t r e e t 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

S i e r r a Blanca VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
16 

CODE 2 2 y STATE 
Texas 

CODE 048 COUNTY-Hudspeth 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

}{.BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

2?PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_ I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

2?0CCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 

YFS: RESTRICTED 

X Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

XGOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 

H u d s p e t h C o u n t y C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s C o u r t 

STREETS NUMBER 
M i l l i c a n S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN 
S i e r r a B l a n c a VICINITYOF 

STATE 
T e x a s 

HjLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC H u d s p o t h C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s o 

STREETS NUMBER 
M i l l i c a n S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN „ . „ -
S i e r r a B l a n c a 

STATE 
T e x a s 

O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y 

DATE 
—FEDERAL JfeTATE —COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS r ^ g x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 
CITY. TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

T e x a s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hudspeth County Courthouse i s a s i n g l e - s t o r y adobe s t r u c t u r e completed 
i n 1922 t o serve the newly created Hudspeth County. I t i s tee-shaped 
i n p l a n , and contains about fourteen thousand square f e e t of f l o o r space. 
There i s a p a r t i a l basement and a small mezzanine area. 

The eighteen inch t h i c k e x t e r i o r w a l l s and most of the i n t e r i o r p a r t i ­
t i o n s are constructed of n a t i v e adobe b r i c k . The w a l l s have an e x t e r i o r 
of stucco w i t h w i r e mesh attached t o the adobe and an i n t e r i o r of p l a s t e r . 
The adobe b r i c k s are 18" x 24" x 3h" and were made on the job s i t e . 
E x t e r i o r grade beams supporting the w a l l s are of concrete. The f l o o r 
over the basement i s of wood, and the remaining f l o o r area i s a concrete 
slab r e s t i n g d i r e c t l y on the e a r t h . The roo f i s supported by wood trusses 
r e s t i n g on the load-bearing w a l l s , and i s covered by red Spanish t i l e . 
C e i l i n g heights are f i f t e e n f o o t . 

The Wymmetrical facade i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s arcaded side bays f l a n k i n g 
a c e n t r a l arched entranceway v e s t i b u l e . There i s l i t t l e d e t a i l on the 
side bays, w h i l e the entrance has decorative ornamentation o f the 
C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e . An arched hood on consoles w i t h a cartouche 
under the arch marks the entrance. Consoles support the cornice t o e i t h e r 
side of the c e n t r a l parapet. A low hipped roof r e i n f o r c e s the C l a s s i c a l 
Revival d e t a i l i n g . 

Much of the present use o f the courthouse f o l l o w s the o r i g i n a l plan. 
The D i s t r i c t Court and County and D i s t r i c t Clerk's o f f i c e s are i n the 
o r i g i n a l form and c o n d i t i o n . The concrete v a u l t s , p u b l i c o f f i c e s , and 
arrangement of outside doors and c o r r i d o r s i s unchanged. The Assembly 
Room has been p a r t i t i o n e d i n t o smaller o f f i c e s . The o r i g i n a l County 
Courtroom i s now i n use as a p u b l i c l i b r a r y . A small j a i l i s i n use i n 
the northeast corner of the b u i l d i n g a t the top o f the s t a i r s leading 
from the o r i g i n a l j u r y room which i s now occupied by the S h e r i f f of 
Hudspeth County. 

There i s some s t r u c t u r a l d i s t r e s s i n the i n t e r i o r adobe w a l l s which 
i n t e r s e c t the outside f r o n t w a l l of the b u i l d i n g . The f r o n t w a l l of the 
Courthouse has s e t t l e d d i f f e r e n t i a l l y about i h inches i n the most severe 
l o c a t i o n . The break i n the most severe case i s about 3/4 inch. 

(continued) 
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S i m i l a r cracks are exposed i n the same w a l l s above the c e i l i n g s . The 
s o i l bearing c a p a b i l i t y i s marginal w i t h respect t o the loads o f the 
bearing w a l l s . Excessive water i n the s o i l due t o i r r i g a t i o n has 
reduced t h i s c a p a b i l i t y . The q u a l i t y of the b r i c k s i s moderate (319 
pounds/square i n c h ) , w h i l e i t would not comply w i t h present-day b u i l d i n g 
codes (about 350 pounds/square i n c h ) , i t s 55-year service i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
s a t i s f a c t o r y performance has been achieved w i t h the exception of the 
present cracking. The general c o n d i t i o n o f the courthouse i s good, 
and r e f l e c t s adequate maintenance. 



El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

— 1800-1899 

2^1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

- X A R C H I T E C T U R E 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

X_ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 9 2 2 C o m p l e t e d BUILDER/ARCHITECT B r a d f o r d H a r d i e 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Hudspeth County Courthouse i s important i n Texas as the only sur­
v i v i n g adobe courthouse i n the s t a t e t h a t has been i n c o n t i n u a l use from 
the date o f c o n s t r u c t i o n t o the present time. The b u i l d i n g i s believed 
t o be the l a r g e s t adobe s t r u c t u r e i n the s t a t e , as w e l l . 

Adobe b r i c k was form e r l y an important indigenous c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l 
i n the southwestern United States. I t s present day use, however, i s 
l i m i t e d t o a few p r i v a t e s t r u c t u r e s . Almost c e r t a i n l y , no p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s have been constructed of t h i s m a t e r i a l f o r many years, and 
Hudspeth County Courthouse may represent one o f the-best examples o f 
adobe c o n s t r u c t i o n i n p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s which are s t i l l i n everyday use. 

The 18-inch w a l l thickness provides good thermal and a c o u s t i c a l i n s u l a ­
t i o n . High c e i l i n g s are t y p i c a l o f b u i l d i n g s designed f o r hot summer 
weather w i t h o u t modern a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g . 

The a r c h i t e c t , Bradford Hardie of E l Paso, also designed a two-story 
adobe store and o f f i c e b u i l d i n g d u r i n g the same pe r i o d on Sie r r a Blanca's 
main s t r e e t . Hardie's a r c h i t e c t u r a l e f f o r t s , however, were not l i m i t e d 
t o S i e r r a Blanca as he also designed several E l Paso schools, homes, 
and apartment b u i l d i n g s . Later, Hardie was company a r c h i t e c t f o r E l Paso 
Natural Gas Company u n t i l h i s ret i r e m e n t i n 1960. 
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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NATIONAL . ^ T A T E _ 2 L LOCAL. 
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HISTORIC Hudspe th County Cour thouse 
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LOCATION 
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MAP REFERENCE 
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FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

J]̂ PE [-] PREAPPLICATICN 
ACTION ^APPLICATION 

(Mark op. (-1 NOTIFICATION OF INTENT (Opt) 
propria i# i—i 

box) • REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

2. APPLI­

C A N T S 

APPLI ­

CATION 

I . NUMBER 

00221-00 
b. DATE 

2g 

3. STATE 
APPLICA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

1. NUMBER 

N/A 
b. DATE 

ASSIQNED 

Year month day 

19 76 4 8 
Leave 
Blank 

4 . LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

State Historical 
Texas Historical 
P. 0. Box 12276 
Austin 
Texas 
Truett Latimer  
(512)475-3094 

1. Appllcint Nim* 

b. Organization Unit 

c Streot/P.O. Box 

d. City 

f. SUta 

k. Contact Parson (Name 

A telephone No.) 

Preservation Officer 
Commi ssion 

County : 

ZIP Coda: 

Travis 
78711 

7. T ITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT H U O S p e t h C O U H t y 

Courthouse, Sierra Blanca, Hudsgeth County, Texas; 
Development Project - Phase TTWork to include 
structural s tab i l iza t ion; repair of roofs, gutters, 
plasterwork, and removal of existing sidewalk, 
placement of new sidewalks. Continued use as county 
courthouse. Source of matching money: county funds 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

74-6016195 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 
Federal 

Catalog) 

i . NUMBER 1151*1910141 
b. TITLE 

Historic Preservation 

0. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Stata 
B-lntcnIats 
C-SubstaU 

District 
D-County 
E-Cily 
F-School District 
&-SpBciil Purposa 

District 

H-Community Action Ajency 
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K-Other ( S j w o / » ) : 

Enter appropriate letter 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic G.-ant D-lnsuranca 
B-Supplemental Grant E-Other 
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a. FEDERAL 

b. APPIICAHT 
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a. OTHER 

f. TOT^l 
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i 5Q.QQQ 

a. APPLICANT 
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48-76-00221-00 
2a FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code) 

OAHP. National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 20240 
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22. 
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with tha attached assurances if tha us i s t -
anc« ia approved. 

b. If required by 0M3 Circuljr «-''5 this application wsi sutmitted, pursuant to in- N o r e -
stnicticr,3 Uieiain, to appropriate clearinghouses and all rsspcnaas are attached: 8j»>iu« 

Reeponte 
attached 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

A-95 • 
• 
• 

• 
• 

23 . 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE 

Truett Latimer, State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

b. SIGNtTllRE c DATE SIGNED 
Year mont\ day 

" 77 3 23 
24 . AGENCY NAME 

Department of the iTiterior 
25. APPLICA- Yemr month day 
TION 

RECEIVED 1977 3 2 8 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l ParV S e r v i c e 

2 7 . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

f l r n n t q Arlmi n i ' ; t r a t i nn D i v 

2« . FEDERAL APPLICATION 
IDENTIFICATION 

29 . ADDRESS 

\ R f h ?. C S t r P P f . ; \-V.'. 

30. FEDERAL GRANT 
IDENTIFICATION 

4 . R - 7 f i - n p ? ? l - 0 P 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q 1. AWATiDEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

A.V,Ef(nMEHT 

• d. DEFEHRED 

• 

32. FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICWr 

c. ST.̂ TE 

d. LOCAL 

.00 

.03 

•. OTiica 
WITHDRAWN t. TOTAL » so.ono 

.00 

.00 

•CO 

.00 

33. ACTION DATE ^ 

Year month day 

" 7 7 17 
35. CONTACT FCi^ ADDITIONAL INFORMA­

TION (Name and telephone i>umt>*r) 

34. Year month day 
STARTING 

DATE 1977 S 12 

Stephen Newman 
^ — v ^ ^ J ../ — .../ —J- f / 

36. Year month day 
ENDING 

DATE 1920 n 
37. R£.V!ARK3 ADDED 

• Yes g N o 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

I . In taking above action, any comments tccaived from cte^ringhousM were con-
aidarod. If agcicy response ia due under provlsiona of Fart 1, OMB Circular A-9S, 
It has been or ia being made. 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(A^am* and telephone wo.) 

same as #55 

4^4-101 r r. — , • 
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