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|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• Ex i l l e n t • Good ^ Fo i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One)  

• Moved Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This bridge is a single span through Pratt truss with counters. Each 
truss consists of eight panels for a total length of 110 feet. The truss 
is pin connected. The top chord is formed by two 6" deep channels and a 
12" wide plate. The verticals are latticed 4" channels. The main dia­
gonals and bottom chord are both double eye bars. The diagonals are 1 1/2' 
X 5/8" and the bottom chords vary from 3 1/2" x 3/4 to 2" x 9/16". The 
counters are 3/4" diameter and have a turnbuckle to adjust tension. 

The portal frame is composed of two channels covered with a plate. 
The portal is braced at the top with a shallow truss that has knee braces 
at each end. The main trusses are spaced fifteen feet apart. The floor 
beams are built up sections that have a variable depth, 22" at the center 
line of the bridge and about 10" at their ends. Two 3" x 2" angles form 
the flanges. The floor beams are hung from the lower chord pins by 1" 
diameter U bolts. The longitudinal floor system consists of seven 12" x 
4" timbers spanning between floor beams. The bridge floor is made up of 
2" X 8" timber. 

Concrete piers support the bridge. The ends of the trusses bear on 
four square plates. On the west end of the bridge these plates rest di­
rectly on two circular plates that in turn rest on the concrete piers. 
At the east end of the bridge rollers separate the two plates to allow 
for expansion. A guard rail composed of 2" x 2" angles latticed together 
and riveted to the vertical truss members completes the structure. 

W 8 1975 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Cummins Creek Bridge is an outstanding example of a nineteenth 
century through truss bridge. These bridges were fabricated for general 
use, sold by a regional sales representative, then shipped to the site 
and assembled. This structure, manufactured by King Iron Bridge and 
Manufacturing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, in 1890, is one of the few 
of its kind that remain in general purpose daily use in Texas. 

It is appropriate that a King Company bridge be nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places, as this company was one of the most 
prominent in Texas from the 1870's to 1900. Examination of records of 
the Commissioner's Court of Fayette County, Texas, shows that the King 
Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company, through its agent, S. A. Oliver, 
was almost always the low bidder on contracts and supplied a major per­
centage of Fayette County's iron bridges. After 1900, Oliver, King's 
agent, left the company and formed a fabricating firm, S. A. Oliver and 
Company, Bridge Engineers and Builders, in Houston, Texas. From that 
date King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company's importance in Texas 
declined. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

BECEIVEDHAR 1 8 1975 • 

DATE ENTERED m^^m 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC Cummins Creek Br idge 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Approx 2 mi. n.w. o f Round Top, Fayette, Texas 
^ 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE TT o ^ o U . S . G . S . 

' ' ' ' ' 1 : 2400 M a r c h , 1975 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES INT : 298»-75 

2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 1 4 / 7 1 9 8 6 0 / 3 3 2 8 3 9 0 









ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE T?:'J.S 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Cucicilna Creek Bridge 

Casvell, Daniel R. and Vllliaci T., 
UousoB 

Gruene Historic District 

Koequito Fleet Berth, Tier 19 

Mulberry Creek Bridee 

Eoung Top vicinity 
Fayette County 

Austin 

Travis County 

Gruene 

Cotcal County 
Calvestoo 
Galvsston County 

Echulenburg vl'ilnlty 
Fayette County 

Also Notified 
Ron. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. J..T. (Jake) Fickle 
ITon. Bob Kruê '̂ ar 
Hon. Jack Brooks 
Regional Director, Southwest Region 

State Hlatorle Preservation Officer 
llr. Truett Ijitlaar 
Executive Director 
Texaa State niotorical Survey Coaaitter; 
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 7&711 

MMott/bsh 4/23/75 



î̂ NR Dat DATE: 12 -10 -76 
Reviewer INITIALS i n e s b i t t 

NR DC' V2V75 

i\AJVii-,As IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL PiGisTER: Cummins Creek Bridge 

OTHER KA>TS: 
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1̂+9 
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SOUTH-.TEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC KORTrnvTST 

ADHINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC 
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Substantially intact-1 
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app l i cab le - 7 _ not app i icaa ie - o _ . . ^ t a r p l j c a b l e - 9 

^ I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t acc -0 
—EXCELLENT _OETtRIORATEO . ISdALTEREO M J R I G I N A L SITE 

_ G Q p D _ R U I N S ALTERED MOVED 

><5uR —UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed _Un)ur-.cwn 
_l'nexcavate'^ -Excavated 

ACCESS-

historic district 

Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access 

YES NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
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WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAJIDMJUyC? 
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YES NO 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES Saved ? YES 

Unknown 

NO 

no 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) ; (use -acabulary words) 

then- BRIDGE 
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—ARCMEOLOUYPREHISTORIC 
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—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

' f irst 

—CONSERVATION , 
—ECONOMICS 
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^^CGINFERING / / 

. .EXPLORATION 
—INDUSTRY 
—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS'COVfRNMENT 
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_health 

recreat ion 
—SoaAi/HUMANiTARiAN Sett lement 

^ — s o c l o / c u l t u r a l 
RANSPORiATiON Urban & commun 
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I^^RAN: 
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ARCHITECTURAL S T Y L E : 

architect/m .builder: 
engineer: 

landscap^/garden designer; artist/artisan: 

interior deeorator: ^ builder/contractorr 
ETHNIC G R O U P : 

NAMES' 
personal (1)S.A. Oliver-agent of King Iron Bridge & Manufacturing Co. 

(label role 
& 

appropriate date) 

events 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l ( l )King I ron Bridge & Manufacturing CO. - pre-fabr icators of the 
bridge. (2)01iver & Co., Bridge Engineers and Builders-company founded a f t e r 
1900 by S.A. Ol iver , former agent of King I ron Bridge Co. 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : 1̂ 90 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E , NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

• ACREAGE* (to nearest tenth of an acre) 1 a c r e 

/ C O M M E N T S : (include architectural information here) I r o n , wood decking; through Pratt truss 

of 110(' 'single span, concrete p iers ; b u i l t by King I ron Bridge and Manufacturing Co. of 

OHQ Lis 

Cleveland, Ohia* One of tiw few surviving iron bridges of th-i-e type i n Texaa; s t i l l i n 

dnily use. 

SIGNIFICANCE;(maximum two sentences) 


