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The Simon Pytlovany House is a unique example of foreigh stylistic
expressionism brought to Victorian Texas at the turn of the twentieth
century. The house follows closely the pattern of the Ukrainian "izba".

The structural timbers, ranging from 6 to 8 inches square, provide a

solid framework. This frame was the first built upside down with the
ceiling supports placed flat on the ground, and all other supports were
fitted from above. Splice and hole fittings were used instead of nailing,
as large bolts held the pieces together. This provided for structural
strength as well as for ease in taking it apart and reassembling in its
upright position. Split logs, mostly cedar, were placed approximately
twelve inches apart between the frame supports to form the walls. A
unique pseudo-adobe style mud and straw chinking was devised and used

to reinforce the open spaces between supports. The mud was the local,
loamy blackland clay, and the straw was a mixture of shelled maize heads
and horse manure. The manure contained an organic compound which helped
createa stronger chemical bond among the other elements and also contained
a large quantity of undigested straw. The chinking and infill was molded
with simple wooden slip forms into the final fourteen to eighteen inch
thick walls. Small twigs and sticks were added where additional reinforce-
ment was needed. The finishing treatment for the interior and exterior was
an additional layer, about three-eights inch thick of yellow clay mixed
with straw applied like a plaster to act as both a finish and a pre-
servative. Over this was painted a layer of whitewash. The kitchen area
walls received a light blue tint.

The house utilized a natural system of air-conditioning, which worked

in conjunction with the elaborate oven arrangement. The oven, taking up
most of the kitchen space, was modeled after a baker's oven. It is about six
foot deep by four feet wide. The back side of the stove is large and flat
and was used for sleeping where the warmth of the oven was transmitted by
thermal conductivity through the thick mud walls. Below this was a low,
built-in bench with a wall rising back of it to form a warm back rest for
cold, wet days. The emphasis on the conservation of warmth is a derivative
of a much colder climate than central Texas. The structure of the owen

was similar to that of the house itself, except where the straw was placed
on top of the mud, and the two were kneaded together. Bent twigs were

used to form a lightweight framework to support the mixture. To the right
of the oven's opening was a section where hot coals could be raked, leaving

a hot gpace for the food to be cooked. Here, the coals served to keep
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the food warm in the niche directly above them in the oven's side. The
only opening through which heat and smoke was ventilated was located in the
side of this area of the oven, venting into the central Hall.

An ingenious chimney flu, spanning the open central hall, caught the
smoke and heat and sent them out the top of the house. The flu could be
manually operated to either retain the heat to warm the house in winter,
or to ventilate and circulate air in summer. By opening the flue above
the central hall, the cooler air at the base of the house was drawn up
through the structure as the warmer air exited through the chimney. The
broad, tapering chimney flu, constructed of the mud mixture and branches was
interwoven in a basketweave pattern between the wood-pegged structural
timbers. The flu served double duty as the smoking area where meats were
suspended to cure. A simple auxiliary fireplace with a freestanding
chimney was located in the loft above the kitchen area.

Other than the large oven, there are no interruptions to the simple
rectangular volumes of the ground floor rooms. The attic or loft space
was completely open. The structural ceilings of the ground floor rooms
provided the floor for the upstairs. The gable frames and shingles were
exposed as wall finishes, and a crude ladder provided the only access to
the loft. Rather than the more common thatch roofs of the European fore-
runners, the steeply pitched gables were covered with wooden shingles.

The house itself originally measured 20 feet, 8 inches by 30 feet, 6 inches.
A wooden addition to the north measured 5 feet, 8 inches by 23 feet and

was used as a large pantry and storage area. Another wooden addition on
the south measured 2 feet by 11 feet. Both are of one inch by twelve inch
boards.

The foundation and floor finish was originally of large, flat sandstones,
that have recently been covered with concrete. Two types of window units
are used: a single hung 6 light window, hinged at the top to swing out-
ward, is used once on the north and once on the south facades. The second
type: is a 6 over 6 light double-hung sash unit used once in the center of
each of the gabled ends (east and west sides) and once on the setback of the
south facade. Doors are constructed of one inch by twelve inch boards and
swing on rectangular iron hinges.
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The condition of the wall fabric is very poor. The effects of moisture

are causing rapid decomposition of the mud material. The south side of the
roof has been replaced with galvanized tin, while the north side still has
the original split cedar shingles which are in poor condition. The gable

ends of the roof, along with the sides of the wooden chimneys, are
with one inch by twelve inch boards and battens that are scalloped
side, rather than the usual flat wooden strips used throughout' the
The wooden addition on the south has severely rotted away from the

as much as twelve inches, but elsewhere the boards and battens are
good condition.

finished
on either

state.
ground

in
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Simon Pytlovany House is of historical significance for its unusual
viewpoint of technology, ingenuity, and cultural assimilation.

In 1896, Simon Pytlovany along with his wife, two children and father,
immigrated to central Texas from the Ukraine in Eastern Europe, via
Galveston, Texas. When the Pytlovany family arrived in Galveston, they
left for Schulenburg by way of the Southern Pacific railroad; staying in
Schulenburg for a few months before moving to Ammansville, and shortly

thereafter to Dubina.

In Dubina, Pytlovany was a sharecropper until

1904, when he bought his own land approximately 1% miles south of town.

Here he built his home in 19009.

hurricane that struck the same year.

The Pytlovany House closely follows the pattern of the common peasant's hut,
or "izba", of the Ukraine in eastern Europe.

The structural timbers for the house were
salvaged from the destruction of the church in Dubina caused by a tropical

A traditional system of space

allocation outlined the various activity areas in the "izba". Domestic

situations were assigned to the cooking corner containing the massive oven

or "pech". This area would be used for sleeping in winter. During the

warmer times the family slept in the loft.

icon corner which was diagonally across from the "pech".

Socializing took place in the

The typical Ukrainian dwelling was built predominately of wood in the
timbered regions, and from the eighteenth century on, sun-baked brick and
clay mixed with straw were common building materials in the less wooded

regions. The typical "izba" was rectangular in plan with the front door
situated in the middle of one of the long sides, opening into a corridor
spanning the width of the structure. A ladder at one end of the corridor
gave access to the loft. To one side of the corridor was a door leading
into the kitchen and on the other side a door leading into the workroom or
storeroom. The usual roof was a simple gable roof of thatch construction,
replaced by split shingles in more wooded regions. The exterior of the
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house was usually whitewashed, often in pastel colors. Although highly
irregular for the United States, this style of house was frequently built
by Ukrainian immigrants in the area of Manitoba, Canada.

Louis Novak, grandson of Simon Pytlovany, maintains a farm on the land
where the house stands today; however, the house has not been lived in
since 1959. It never had plumbing, a telephone, or electricity. A
spring nearby is locally famous for never running dry, even during
droughts when others in the county did, and was certainly a reason for
Pytlovany's choice of sight. He had a molasses mill along the edge of
the atream where its foundation remains today.

While other immigrants in the Czech-German community of Dubina and the
surrounding central Texas area were building houses modified by the in-

fluences of the new environment, Simon Pytlovany built a house like those
he had known in the Ukraine.
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