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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The A l f r e d H o r a t i o Belo House, l o c a t e d a t 2115 Ross Avenue i n downtown 
Dallas was c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1888 and p a t t e r n e d a f t e r the Belo f a m i l y home 
i n Salem, North Carolina (1849). B u i l t i n the Neoclassical Revival s t y l e 
i n an age when V i c t o r i a n s t y l e s were popular i n Texas, the house i s 
s i t u a t e d on the block bounded by Ross Avenue on the south. Pearl on the 
east. Flora on the n o r t h , and O l i v e on the west. A long, g e n t l y s l o p i n g 
lawn w i t h magnolias, elms and oaks separates the house from the s t r e e t . 
O r i g i n a l l y c onstructed o f red b r i c k on a p i e r and beam foundation, the 
e d i f i c e was p a i n t e d w h i t e i n a major remodelling e f f o r t i n 1926. 

A pedimented p o r t i c o supported by s i x f l u t e d C o r i n t h i a n colvmins dominates 
the south facade. Arranged i n groups of three a t both corners o f the 
p o r t i c o , the columns d i s p l a y slender p r o p o r t i o n s which are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the N e o c l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e . A heavy e n t a b l a t u r e embellished w i t h 
d e n t i l s and m o d i l l i o n s graces each of the f o u r facades. An entrance 
p o r t a l w i t h f a n l i g h t and s i d e l i g h t s also d i s p l a y s unusually slender 
p r o p o r t i o n s f o r a residence o f t h i s scale. On e i t h e r side of t h i s doorway 
are small leaded-glass windows which i l l u m i n a t e the entrance v e s t i b u l e 
beyond. Above t h i s p o r t a l i s a heavy balcony w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s suppor­
ted by d e c o r a t i v e consoles. A t r i p a r t i t e doorway opens onto t h i s balcony 
f r o n the second f l o o r s i t t i n g room. Window sashes i n the house were 
changed i n 1926 when the Sparkman f a m i l y leased the p r o p e r t y . O r i g i ­
n a l l y graced w i t h one large pane o f glass per sash, the upper sash i s now 
d i v i d e d i n t o nine l i g h t s . Windows on e i t h e r side o f the p o r t i c o on the 
south facade are arranged i n a t r i p a r t i t e c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h the center 
s e c t i o n matching the double windows above, and flanked by narrow windows 
of the same h e i g h t on e i t h e r side. 

The west facade i s dominated by a p o r t e cochere. P r o j e c t i n g i n t o t h i s 
space i s a s e m i c i r c u l a r bay, a t w i n o f which p r o j e c t s from the east 
facade. Capping t h i s composition i s a long gable, the center of which 
i s dominated by a P a l l a d i a n window. A s l a t e r o o f covers the house and 
i s p i e r c e d w i t h dormers on e i t h e r side o f the p o r t i c o and i n t e r i o r 
chimneys w i t h corbeled caps a t the c r e s t . The east facade o r i g i n a l l y 
was the reverse d u p l i c a t i o n of the west side, b u t an a d d i t i o n i n the 
1930's t o accommodate f u n e r a l home f a c i l i t i e s a l t e r e d t h i s w a l l . At the 
back of the house, or n o r t h facade, i s the k i t c h e n and servant's e l l . 
Two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , t h i s s e c t i o n d u p l i c a t e s the p r o p o r t i o n s and • 
d e t a i l i n g o f the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n . 

The plan o f the house i s grand i n scale. A c e n t r a l s t a i r h a l l w i t h 
entrance v e s t i b u l e i s the dominant f e a t u r e o f both f l o o r s . Handsomely 
d e t a i l e d p a n e ling, columns, c o r n i c e , c o f f e r e d c e i l i n g , and s t a i r c a s e are 
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constructed of English oak i n t h i s space. In a niche to the east of the 
staircase i s a waiting area w i t h t a l l benches facing each other. Located 
on the west side of t h i s h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r are the drawing room and 
the dining room. Cornices, door and window frames, wainscoting, mantles, 
and baseboards are of Honduras mahogany. Fireplaces w i t h large mantles 
are serviced by the c e n t r a l i n t e r i o r chimney. A semicircular bay at the 
west end of the dining room projects i n t o the porte cochere beyond. The 
kitchen and servant's e l l p r o j e c t i n g from the north w a l l houses the 
breakfast room, kitchen and i t s chimney, service porch, and back s t a i r s . 

On the east side of the h a l l are the music room and l i b r a r y . Exactly the 
reverse i n plan of the drawing room, the music room displays woodwork 
of American Walnut. The window on the east w a l l was replaced with a 
doorway i n the 1930's to accommodate the cor r i d o r leading to the funeral 
home chapel. The l i b r a r y , however, i s i n t a c t and the most opulent room 
in the house. Window seats between heavy English oak bookcases and a 
semicircular bay that projects int o a courtyard dominate the room. 

The four bedrooms, s i t t i n g room and bathrooms on the second f l o o r corres­
pond with the plan of the f i r s t f l o o r . Woodwork, marble bathroom f i x t u r e s , 
and a fire p l a c e i n each bedroom continued the spectrum of fine q u a l i t y . 
To the north of the s t a i r h a l l projects the servant's bedrooms and back 
s t a i r s . This area of the house has been altered to the extent that i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t to decipher where the p a r t i t i o n s were o r i g i n a l l y located. Other 
than the profusion of additions on the east side and alt e r a t i o n s of the 
basic plan i n the kitchen/servant's e l l , the house i s i n an excellent 
state of preservation. 
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The A. H. Belo residence is" the only surviving example of tfie~Tna1fy p a l a t i a : 
houses that once stood on Ross Avenue i n downtown Dallas. B u i l t in 1888 
fo r the founder of the Dallas Morning News, the house was patterned a f t e r 
the family home i n Salem, North Carolina (1849). Possibly the f i r s t 
example of the Neoclassical s t y l e in Dallas, the mansion was conceived 
•at"a time when other prominent c i t i z e n s were b u i l d i n g i n the Victorian 
s t y l e . 

A l f r e d Horatio Belo moved to Texas in 1865 a f t e r serving i n the Confederatc 
Army during the C i v i l War. He entered int o a partnership with the publis­
her of the Galveston News, and i n 1875 he became the p r i n c i p a l owner of 
the newspaper. During t h i s period i n Galveston, he i n s t a l l e d the f i r s t 
telephones i n Texas — one i n his home and the other in his o f f i c e . 

Mr. Belo along w i t h his family moved to Dallas i n 1885 to establish a 
newspaper in the booming Southwest cotton center- The Dallas Morning 
News was founded on October 1, 1885,thereby establishing i t s founder as 
the f i r s t publisher to p r i n t duplicate newspapers i n two communities 
separated by more than three hundred miles. Equally s i g n i f i c a n t was 
the establishment of the f i r s t telegraph wire connections i n Texas 
between the two newspaper o f f i c e s . A. H. Belo's influence as a publisher 
set standards by which other newspapers were operated, the most notable 
of which i s the New York Times. 

The Belo family residence at 2115 Ross Avenue was b u i l t in 1888. Many 
of the social standards of Dallas were set at t h i s residence p r i o r to 
A. H. Belo's death in 1901. His descendants continued to l i v e i n the 
house u n t i l 192 5, at which time the property was leased to the Sparkman 
family. Major a r c h i t e c t u r a l revisions were made to the house i n 1926 
so that i t could serve as a funeral home as w e l l as a residence. Window 
sashes were changed to a fashionable s t y l e , the kitchen and servant's 
e l l were rearranged/ a large chapel was added to the east end of the 
house, and the red br i c k e d i f i c e was painted white. 
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The p r o p e r t y was maintained as Sparkman Funeral Home u n t i l 1973 when a 
new f a c i l i t y was b u i l t i n North D a l l a s . The residence has remained vacant 
and unattended u n t i l August, 1975, when a major r e s t o r a t i o n was begun. 
The p r o p e r t y w i l l be re s t o r e d t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n by Sparkman-
H i l l c r e s t Funeral Home and maintained as a museum t o commemorate the 
age when many p a l a t i a l residences l i n e d e i t h e r side of Ross Avenue. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The A l f r e d Horatio Belo House, located a t 2115 Ross Avenue i n downtown 
Dallas was constructed i n 1888 and patterned a f t e r the Belo f a m i l y home 
i n Salem, North Carolina (1849). B u i l t i n the Neoclassical Revival s t y l e 
i n an age when V i c t o r i a n s t y l e s were popular i n Texas, the house i s 
s i t u a t e d on the block bounded by Ross Avenue on the south. Pearl on the 
east. Flora on the n o r t h , and Olive on the west. A long, g e n t l y sloping 
lawn w i t h magnolias, elms and oaks separates the house from the s t r e e t . 
O r i g i n a l l y constructed o f red b r i c k on a p i e r and beam foundation, the 
e d i f i c e was paint e d white i n a major remodelling e f f o r t i n 1926. 

A pedimented p o r t i c o supported by s i x f l u t e d C o r i n t h i a n columns dominates 
the south facade. Arranged i n groups of three a t both corners o f the 
p o r t i c o , the columns d i s p l a y slender p r o p o r t i o n s which are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the Neoclassical Revival s t y l e . A heavy en t a b l a t u r e embellished w i t h 
d e n t i l s and m o d i l l i o n s graces each of the four facades. An entrance 
p o r t a l w i t h f a n l i g h t and s i d e l i g h t s also d i s p l a y s unusually slender 
p r o p o r t i o n s f o r a residence of t h i s scale. On e i t h e r side of t h i s doorway 
are small leaded-glass windows which i l l u m i n a t e the entrance v e s t i b u l e 
beyond. Above t h i s p o r t a l i s a heavy balcony w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s suppor­
ted by decorative consoles. A t r i p a r t i t e doorway opens onto t h i s balcony 
frc«n the second f l o o r s i t t i n g room. Window sashes i n the house were 
changed i n 1926 when the Sparkman f a m i l y leased the property. O r i g i ­
n a l l y graced w i t h one large pane o f glass per sash, the upper sash i s now 
div i d e d i n t o nine l i g h t s . Windows on e i t h e r side of the p o r t i c o on the 
south facade are arranged i n a t r i p a r t i t e c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h the center 
section matching the double windows above, and flanked by narrow windows 
of the same hei g h t on e i t h e r side. 

The west facade i s dominated by a por t e cochere. P r o j e c t i n g i n t o t h i s 
space i s a s e m i c i r c u l a r bay, a t w i n o f which p r o j e c t s from the east 
facade. Capping t h i s composition i s a long gable, the center of which 
i s dominated by a Pal l a d i a n window. A s l a t e roof covers the house and 
i s pierced w i t h dormers on e i t h e r side of the p o r t i c o and i n t e r i o r 
chimneys w i t h corbeled caps a t the c r e s t . The east facade o r i g i n a l l y 
was the reverse d u p l i c a t i o n of the west side, b ut an a d d i t i o n i n the 
1930's t o accommodate f u n e r a l home f a c i l i t i e s a l t e r e d t h i s w a l l . At the 
back o f the house, or n o r t h facade, i s the k i t c h e n and servant's e l l . 
Two s t o r i e s i n heig h t , t h i s s e c t i o n d u p l i c a t e s the p r o p o r t i o n s and • 
d e t a i l i n g o f the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n . 

The plan o f the house i s grand i n scale. A c e n t r a l s t a i r h a l l w i t h 
entrance v e s t i b u l e i s the dominant fea t u r e of both f l o o r s . Handsomely 
d e t a i l e d paneling, columns, cornice, c o f f e r e d c e i l i n g , and stai r c a s e are 
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constructed o f English oak i n t h i s space. I n a niche t o the east of the 
st a i r c a s e i s a w a i t i n g area w i t h t a l l benches f a c i n g each other. Located 
on the west side of t h i s h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r are the drawing room and 
the d i n i n g room. Cornices, door and window frames, wainscoting, mantles, 
and baseboards are of Honduras mahogany. Fireplaces w i t h large mantles 
are serviced by the c e n t r a l i n t e r i o r chimney. A s e m i c i r c u l a r bay a t the 
west end of the d i n i n g room p r o j e c t s i n t o the porte cochere beyond. The 
k i t c h e n and servant's e l l p r o j e c t i n g from the n o r t h w a l l houses the 
break f a s t room, k i t c h e n and i t s chimney, service porch, and back s t a i r s . 

On the east side of the h a l l are the music room and l i b r a r y . Exactly the 
reverse i n plan of the drawing room, the music room d i s p l a y s woodwork 
of American Walnut. The window on the east w a l l was replaced w i t h a 
doorway i n the 1930's t o accommodate the c o r r i d o r leading t o the f u n e r a l 
home chapel. The l i b r a r y , however, i s i n t a c t and the most opulent room 
i n the house. Window seats between heavy English oak bookcases and a 
se m i c i r c u l a r bay t h a t p r o j e c t s i n t o a cou r t y a r d dominate the room. 

The fo u r bedrooms, s i t t i n g room and bathrooms on the second f l o o r corres­
pond w i t h the plan o f the f i r s t f l o o r . Woodwork, marble bathroom f i x t u r e s , 
and a f i r e p l a c e i n each bedroom continued the spectrum o f f i n e q u a l i t y . 
To the n o r t h of the s t a i r h a l l p r o j e c t s the servant's bedrooms and back 
s t a i r s . This area o f the house has been a l t e r e d t o the extent t h a t i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o decipher where the p a r t i t i o n s were o r i g i n a l l y located. Other 
than the p r o f u s i o n o f a d d i t i o n s on the east side and a l t e r a t i o n s of the 
basic plan i n the kit c h e n / s e r v a n t ' s e l l , the house i s i n an e x c e l l e n t 
s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE V \ 

The A. H. Belo residence i s the only s u r v i v i n g example of the^rnany p a ^ l a t i a l 
houses t h a t once stood on Ross Avenue i n downtown Da l l a s . B u i l t i n 1888 
f o r the founder of the Dallas Morning News, the house was patterned a f t e r 
the f a m i l y home i n Salem, North Carolina (1849). Possibly the f i r s t 
example of the Neoclassical s t y l e i n D a l l a s , the mansion was conceived 
<at a time when other prominent c i t i z e n s were b u i l d i n g i n the V i c t o r i a n 
s t y l e . 

A l f r e d Horatio Belo moved t o Texas i n 1865 a f t e r serving i n the Confederate 
Army during the C i v i l War. He entered i n t o a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h the p u b l i s ­
her o f the Galveston News, and i n 1875 he became the p r i n c i p a l owner of 
the newspaper. During t h i s p e r i o d i n Galveston, he i n s t a l l e d the f i r s t 
telephones i n Texas — one i n h i s home and the other i n h i s o f f i c e . 

Mr. Belo along w i t h h i s f a m i l y moved t o Dallas i n 1885 t o e s t a b l i s h a 
newspaper i n the booming Southwest c o t t o n center. The Dallas Morning 
News was founded on October 1, 1885,thereby e s t a b l i s h i n g i t s founder as 
the f i r s t p u b l i s h e r t o p r i n t d u p l i c a t e newspapers i n two communities 
separated by more than three hundred miles- Equally s i g n i f i c a n t was 
the establishment of the f i r s t t elegraph w i r e connections i n Texas 
between the two newspaper o f f i c e s . A. H. Belo's i n f l u e n c e as a publisher 
set standards by which other newspapers were operated, the most notable 
of which i s the New York Times. 

The Belo f a m i l y residence a t 2115 Ross Avenue was b u i l t i n 1888. Many 
of the s o c i a l standards o f Dallas were set a t t h i s residence p r i o r t o 
A. H. Belo's death i n 1901. His descendants continued t o l i v e i n the 
house u n t i l 192 6, a t which time the p r o p e r t y was leased t o the Sparkman 
fa m i l y . Major a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e v i s i o n s were made t o the house i n 1926 
so t h a t i t could serve as a f u n e r a l home as w e l l as a residence. Window 
sashes were changed t o a fashionable s t y l e , the k i t c h e n and servant's 
e l l were rearranged, a large chapel was added t o the east end of the 
house, and the red b r i c k e d i f i c e was painted w h i t e . 
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The property was maintained as Sparkman Funeral Home u n t i l 1973 when a 
new f a c i l i t y was b u i l t i n North D a l l a s . The residence has remained vacant 
and unattended u n t i l August, 1975, when a major r e s t o r a t i o n was begun. 
The p r o p e r t y w i l l be restored t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n by Sparkman-
H i l l c r e s t Funeral Home and maintained as a museum t o commemorate the 
age when many p a l a t i a l residences l i n e d e i t h e r side of Ross Avenue. 
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N A M E AS IT APPEARS I!l FEDERAL REGISTER: Bel6, .Alfred Horatio, House 

L O C A T I O N : 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.* 

archilect/m.builder: 

landscnpc/gardcn designer: 
interior decorator: 

ETHNIC G R O U P ; 

NAJMES; 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

NEO-CLASSICAL REVIVAL jdvrAjjOj, 

engineer; 

arlist / ir t isan: 

builder/contractor: 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century)s 15^^ 

DATE(S) ,0F "h'JVJOR" ALTERATIONS: l^<24 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S); 
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OTHER 

PRIVATE STATE__ 

FEDERAL "AGENCY: 

LOCAL GOV'T liUNIClPAL COUNTY 

A C R E A G E : (to nearest tenth of zn acre) 
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/ ^ C O M M E N T S ; (if^clude architectural information here) B r i c k , 2/2 s t o r i e S , i r r e g u l a r - J s h a p e , 

gabled «3*<*-fia^roof^ aeciirmev i n t e r i o r chimneys/̂ ^ fu l l -heighty^te t ras ty le ®^[^f^iJ^g°^j^fi2ux, 

consoled^ balustraded baTcbny/V 

sidSiJaf&5^^JK_EivQJ?yvJ:̂ ^ ki tchen e l l ^ ' ^ - V ^ ^ E chapel 

wing added;! minor i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n ^ Neo-Classical x^v iva l ^ B u i l t as t*rer residenc-e of 

A. H. Belo, founder of the Dallas Morning Newŝ  only surviving example of the large 

homes b u i l t along Ross Ave'ntte i n downtown Dallas before the turn-of- the •Century. 

S I G N I I ' T C A N C E . ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 


