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Located around New Braunfel's public square is the 1851/1873
Plaza Hotel. German immigrants brought their concept of public
squares to Texas and established a "Marktplatz" in New Braunfels,
Indianola and Fredericksburg. The public space in New Braunfels,
centered on Seguin Street, is a large open area with gardens
and a gazebo. Situated on a street directly across from the
town square, the Plaza Hotel has always maintained a prominent
and strategic location in this early German city.

The original building, known in 1852 as the Nauendorf &
Coll Building, was a two-story, rubble limestone commercial
structure with pitched roof and stepped parapet. - Across the
front was a one-story gallery with a stick balustraded balcony on
the second floor. When Jacob Schmitz bought the building in
1858 he changed the name to the Guadalupe Hotel. Following
the Civil War, Schmitz altered the original appearance somewhat
by the addition of a double gallery, each floor supported by
one-story square columns. A lattice balustrade on the second
floor was the only embellishment. Across the stuccoed parapet he
wrote "Guadalupe Hotel, Jacob Schmitz." His final alteration
came in 1873 when Schmitz added a third floor.

The 1873 structure was a three-story rubble limestone building,
stuccoed on the main facade and crowned by a dentilled cornice
and a stepped parapet. Pilasters and urn finials framed the
stepped divisions and the central parapet contained two openings.
Dominating the main facade was a three-story gallery supported by
one-story square columns. The gallery had a balustrade of cross-
hatched lattice on the second floor, which was repeated on the
third floor with tighter lattice work. Completing the three-
story gallery was a narrow pediment, embellished by a saw-tooth
bargeboard, and displaying the hotel's new name, the "Schmitz Hotel.'

The present structure has had very little structural
alteration since the 1873 addition. The major change was in
1933 when the three-story gallery was removed and a one-story
store front addition was made to the first floor. An iron
balustrade encircles the top of the first floor addition
creating a balcony on the second floor, while a free-standing
iron balcony was added to the third floor. Across the front
facade of each floor are six double doors. All of the original
openings exist on the first floor, despite the fact they have

See continuation sheet #1
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been covered by the 1933 addition. Most of the original doors
are still intact, except where alterations have been made to
add an air conditioner. The finials have been removed on the
parapet and the original parapet openings have been plastered
over to display the present building's name, the "Plaza Hotel."

The Plaza Hotel represents the evolution that many historic
buildings undergo throughout their lifetimes. As a result of
the different tastes of its owners, the 123 year history of
the Plaza Hotel has seen various face liftings. Despite the
changes, few permanent alterations have been made and much of the
original fabric remains.
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The Plaza Hotel, built shortly after the founding of New
Braunfels, is one of the oldest public buildings remaining in
the city. Located on the town square, the building represents
an important historical, as well as architectural landmark
for the city.

New Braunfels was the first settlement founded by the
German Immigration Company, the Verein, who brought German
settlers to Texas in the mid-1840s. After his arrival in Texas
in 1845, Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels realized that it would
be suicidal to immediately take settlers to the land on the San
Saba and Llano rivers that his association had purchased.
Instead he purchased a league of land on the Comal River, took
his settlers there, and gave them each building lots and 1l0-acre
plots of farm land. New Braunfels, named for the city's
founder, became an incorporated municipality in 1858,

Thesite of the present Plaza Hotel, located around the
original public square, was acquired by Rudolph Nauendorf in
1850. Around 1851 Nauendorf constructed a two-story limestone
structure, known as the Nauendorf & Coll Building, for a business
enterprise. The Comal County Commissioners Court approached
Nauendorf in 1852 about buying the building for a courthouse,
but they were unable to pay the asking price of $3500.

In 1858 Nauendorf sold the building to Jacob Schmitz for
$1500. Schmitz, a local innkeeper, had come to New Braunfels
with the original founders. Originally bound for Castro's
Colony (See National Register Submission, Castroville Historic
District, 1970) Schmitz and other Castro colonists were stranded
in San Antonio when he first arrived in 1843. Schmitz contracted
with Prince Solms-Braunfels for five months and became one of

the founding colonists of New Braunfels in 1845. In March, 1847,
he accompanied John Meusenbach, successor to Prince Solms-

See continuation sheet #2
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Braunfels as administrator of the new settlement, on his expe-
dition into Indian country to make a peace treaty with the
Commanches living on the land originally purchased by the
Verein. The innkeeper served as the cook on the expedition.

Before buying the Nauendorf & Coll Building, Schmitz
operated a one-story inn on South Seguin Street known as the
"Guadalupe Hotel." Famed journalist Frederick Law Olmsted
recorded his stay in 1854 stating that the Guadalupe Hotel
was reminiscent of inns of the Rhineland. In 1858 Schmitz
moved his hotel into his new building, retaining the former
name of his inn. A two-story gallery across the front changed
the appearance of the hotel in 1865 and in 1873 the name changed
to the "Schmitz Hotel" with the addition of a third floor and
a three-story gallery.

During the Schmitz era the Guadalupe or Schmitz Hotel served
as the official stage stop of New Braunfels. The city was a
regular stop at the end of a day's travel from San Antonio to
Austin or Houston. It served as the stage headquarters until
1880 when the railroad was built from Austin to San Antonio
by way of New Braunfels. An old hotel register, now displayed
at the Sophienburg Museum in New Braunfels, records the signa-
tures of such famous guests as Sam Houston, Jefferson Davis,
General H. H. Sibley, O Henry, and many others.

Jacob Schmitz died in August, 1874. Mrs. Schmitz conveyed
his numerous properties to her daughter, Mrs. Paula Claessen in
1882. In June, 1882, Mrs. Claessen leased the hotel to Emil
Braun. He ran a hotel and was granted the right to run a bar
and billiard saloon in one of the rooms. Mrs. Schmitz, Mrs.
Claessen and her children returned to Germany in that year.
Finally, in 1910 the Claessen family sold the hotel to Charles Koch.

See continuation sheet #3
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Sometime during the Twentieth century the name of the hotel
changed to the "Plaza Hotel.” The only major alterations were
the removal of the front galleries in 1933, the addition of
a first floor store facade, and the addition of iron balconies
on the second and third floors. 1In 1961 the hotel was sold to the
Guaranty State Bank who has since leased the bottom floor to bus-
inesses and the second and third floors as apartments. The
New Braunfels Conservation Society has bought the old hotel
and they plan to restore the building to its 1873 appearance.
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PLAZA HOTEL - 1858

'ne 1853 building which became the Guadalupe Hotel in 1858 housed
several famous generals during the Civil War,
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Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director
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February 28, 1975

Mr. Charles Herrington ] \

National Register of je a0 3 1975 |

. . { M;\ 5J ) ] o il
Historic Places U 5}
National Park Service 5 ATIONAL ﬂg
18th & C Streets, N.W. v cQISTER 4

Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Mr. Herrington:

On February 26, 1975, we sent a nomination to the
Register for the Plaza Hotel, (Guadalupe Hotel/Schmitz
Hotel) New Braunfels, Tx, Comal County. By mistake

I included two pictures from our files instead of the
two enclosed pictures.

Would you please have someone substitute these pictures yﬂhggﬁﬂwzy
for the others, and please return the others to us? The . VAP
property photograph forms are attached to the other small “\ %

pictures and will serve as the attachment for the two
pictures enclosed.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely, T
—~ 4{) R
Botteg ety

(Mrs.)Pauline Schwartz
Secretary, National
Register Programs Dept.

pbs/s
Enclosures
P.S. The apportionment warrant nomination card should also be
attached...
pbs



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ TEXAS

18 1975
Date Entered MAR 13

Name Location
Guadalupe Hotel/Schmitz Hotel New Braunfels

Comal County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director
Hon. Bob Krueger Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station
Regional Director, Southwest Austin, Texas 78711
Region

MMott/cha 3=17~75

T L W e T PRI 1L, a




pare: 121336

o]

NR Da:t a S i'lee-:ﬂ ) Revicwex; INITIA;S, H€68|Tr'
NR poe “3/13/75 . .

/,’\\,

=’

NAME s 17 aprears In FEDERAL REGISTER: ¥ Guadalupe Hotel/@chmitz Hotel

/ N % " A A R
v OTHER NMYES:  p)..0 Hotel'-—fhsbeplestmry— R | SeendoT)
'il— -

LOCATION:

STREET & NUMBER

%E%;N Béi;ﬁngiiia O c&ufnzsmonu DISTRICT

STATE Rty -5
X oL8 i L~Comal - 091

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) @STATE LCCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL CGCUNTY  OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY WAME) s

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

OCKY MOUNTAIN WEST  PACIFIC NORTHWEST

.
FEATURES . ITERIOR EXTERIOR ENWIRONS
? “ubstantially intact-1 ubstantially intact-2 JSubstantially intact-3

— unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
. — not applicable - 7 _not applicable - 8 _ Ket applicakle-9
- Interior, exterior, cnvircons not intact-0
CONDITION —  —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNAMERED RIGINAL SITE
-6 —RUINS TERED —MOVED
AIR __UNEXPOSED —Raconstructed ~Unkncwn
~Unexcavated . ~Excavated
ACCERS ~ Yes-restricted Yes-urrestricted No access Unknown
R 3
historic district? YES .
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES b&
' IF YES, NAME:
-
ADAPTIVE USE; vES NO, Saved ? YES %0

FUNCTION (S): (use vbcabulary words)
"~ then- HOTEAL- : .

now- (e COMMERCARL /A PATTHMENT™

SIGNIFICANCE: i

—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION . —entertainment
__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION n —1Aaw/Gov't/politics _science —health
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE -—recreation

RCHITECTURE — ’7[ __EDUCATION —_MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN  _settlement

T —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —socio/cultural
%MMERCE 3 __EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY : w»:sponrmon —-ou{_urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
—INVENTION -

Claims
e pe
first” ves wo toldest?? ves  wo : tonly?? ves wmo




ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: /d\l%ua Qe/wmﬁ 3 TIe /)
architect/m.builders engineer:
landscape/garden designer:

' artlst/ar tisan:
Interior decorator:

builder/contractor:
ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES: personal (\)MCML "b’&’e““
(label role

‘ baullaze) & w”uda* M%fm ongw«fc ?b&dgr@hak
appropriate date) i
events

institutional

DATES]  pate oF consTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): |5l
JA. Late 0605 - 2-310
- I=Sroa:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICAN

| m Jno-m
P2 oToAY FReNT Aoomo;l ‘1"‘“"!/' T

414,'; e MOVEA,

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

SOURCE. (OF NOMINATION)

; N PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T
L

OTHER
A CREAGE;

* (to nearest tenth of an acre)

I

c— “hue ooecl%} _
COI\II\IENTS. (include architectural information here) ROE;&L% LIMESTON D SO Q@MNGL)

dreie SHOML Cronds
Ly T’U’“‘ Reot— \NTbaxO&cmMN(o(y\ \-sTORY PROTJECTING M
W
Bl CENTRAL F@NW%

A D-STOM[  iRON Qﬁtuvc,bwabtg; 320—6T0£T
=W\
[N\ bé\u,o&\(/ MO 0N CO‘QNICB,,P%APi—r
N)
D 4 « - \{ 1 )

MUNICIPAL COUNTY
FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

TER-ey -

Or\g\MJ 'L-s-mus Sutiune.  remodiled., buy omhhm OCCrM.tﬁdﬂ.hm ajtu 15L5

famd ‘o SSWWA &2 and stucud. (113), ere arlangg & Im.a, brond \St. o m\
S ehen we \a33), o.mm (10's) , Qs optrotdnt public buildingy
on W Ja0 N Squaass Sound 0o Stage siop fh Mantlane REruan Auskn, San Muonid, aud Meusin.



OM8 Approval Mo 19-RO218

STETION F=LTPLICHNT/RICIPICNT BATA

1858; A third story and three-story gallery added in

= = 2 V. 13 apmii. o RUMBER PR 1 78 o WQuIET
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE sl arruica | 8-01-18-806
LIYPE [ PREAPPLICATION arrLt [boDAre iCLNT. | b CATE Fonr Mootk dab
F s ik _da

Lerion £) APPLICATION i1 1 78 T537" | run AS5IZATD 13 78 04 06

lli-’::;:- D NOHHCA!!ON»OF IMYERT (OoL) | Leewe

25) E_] $EPORT OF FLDIRAL ACTICH HBlank
4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPILNT 3. FEDERAL E.(7.075F (0ZNTIFICATION NO
0. Applicant Rsme : State Historic Preservation Office e e
5. Orgarinatisa Usit : Texas Historical Commission 6. y
¢ wero. s :P. 0. Box 12276 pRO. e WUHNR s |» ]9l ol 4f
‘. Cy : Austin ety : Travis '('::‘.: [ v v
1. Sub : Texas 8. 1P Cota: 78711 Federal
b. Coatact Perven (News Truett Latimer Cassiog) Historic Preservation

& telepdone No)  : (512) 475-30Q94 L
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 8. TYPE OF APPULICANT/RECIPICNT

Plaza (Guadalupe-Schmitz) Hotel Development Project- e h“;‘,;';;"‘l':'“‘j;_‘,“,_",,‘ Tnstrotion
Phase II, New Braunféls, Comal County, Texas b g &:é'.ﬁ;”"s".‘:nm;

Built as a two-story cedar and limestone structure in | e

Ya ':wol Digiext

6 O-Soecial Purpmme g
1873. The project objective is to restore the exterior_ -~ Suter approprite satter [ ]
of the hotel to the 1873 appearance. The interior will® T¥PE oF ‘»55‘5“;_"‘3'-
A-fasle Groat e ence
be rehabilitated and used as apartments. t-bupplemertol Gual £t £ater appre
U-Lean srigia latter(e)
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Nawer of citica, counties, 11, ESTIMATED MUM. Hi. TYPE OF APPLICATION
States, etc.) E E?I z%"o“s | A-lew C-Rer vioe C-Augmertstion
BENEFITI D-Renvasl  D-Lontiavalion X
Texas 12, 000’ 000 Enter eppropriate letier @
13.  PROPCSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: | 15. YYPE OF CMANGE (For 1ic or 123)
- A-lacrests Daitany f-Ounie (Spsafp):
e tioion s 60,000 .00 | 8. APPUTANT 5. PROJECT go‘é'....cm;.m % l;/A
fag it ratien
b. APPLICANT 107;750 .52 statewide 21 a-;«lvup Dlwn-m .
© SIATE 00 | 16 PRCIECYT STARY 17. PROJECT g S-kancallation
DATE Yeur month day | DURATION Sader appro- f-rT']
4. LOCAL .00 12 see 33 ! 12 Aonths | priate lstter(2) |
o. OTHER o0 | 18. ESTIMATEO DATE TO Yesr montA doy |3%. LX!STING FEDEZRAL IDINTIFICATICN NUM3IER
. tvom |3 167,750 o FEDERAL AGENCY p» 1978 12 27

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REIQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code)

’31. REMARKS ADCED

cidored. I agency reasese 12 ws wader provmenas of Port 1, cuoo«-lua-u'
FEDERAL AQENCY llmhoc:-m‘-m
A 95 ACTION

OAHP, HCRS, Washington, D. C. 20240 (7] Yes £) He
22 6. To the bast ol my beowledge and batief, | ©. I required by OMB Circular £-35 this spohication wos sudmitted, gurtsent to M- Nore. Respones
gots s Y pvesplislon/epphicitisn ere swchions thorwe, 9 eppropnate Tlesnngacusss sad !l 1s1pones e 3TlaChodl  sponse altached
THE trws and corrert, the docursant bas wea
APPLICANT | doly cuthorized by the gowarming body of
CERTIFIES | the apoliant and tre spoticast wili comply | () Alamo Area Cofincil of Governments Q
THAT p with the aflachod essareaces i Dhe etaisl- | o Governor's i ]
ce of jBudge d Planni
once 15 Spproved. &) ’ g ?n ng "-! 0
n. a. TYPED NAME AND TINE b SiCMAd s = 08AL SIGNED
E cerniFving; Truett Latimer, State tesr month dey
REPRE- : .
o AON Historic Preservation Officer i W78 12 27
24 AGENCY NAME . | U ‘gf.. APPLICA- Year msnih day
Departmnet of the Interior Fecoven v 79 01 03
26. GR2ZANIZATIORAL URIT 27, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE . lrg:r:;u;n. c:;:g.'l‘cunon
. . (11}
HCRS Grants Admin. Div.
" S = EEGTa
. ] ]
Washington, D.C. 20243 48-09622
31. ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Woer weonth day | %3, Yasr mewik dey
SUARTING
0 & Awasoto o oEAn s 60,000 003 acrion oares 19 79 0O/ /71057 19 01 01
O » e b, APPUICAT 107,150 00 | 3N CONTACT SOR ADDITIOMAL INFORMA. | 24, Vosr monih, dap
YION (Newma sad (eliphoms number) CNOING
[ & Rriuzmo foR | ¢ 3TATC 09 | EALE - 19 80 09 30
AMDOUEINT €. LoCAL 00 Stephen D. Newman 17. Hird2RKS ADDED
[ ¢ eeriRReD o GTHIR of| 202-343-4941
pewmoswn [\ v |v 167,750 % AED. Bt o AN
p '8 3. o itag adeve actied, ony Fom Caniingh b FLOLTL \I.EICV L-'S QRILiAL

(Vama end tedzpiaons »a.)

same as #35

JAN 3- 1979

svu'.u. 13 VORM 424 PARY ) (107N
Prosoribod by L8 deres Lismagement Olseulor 107




