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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Located around New Braunfel's p u b l i c square i s the 1851/1873 

Plaza Hotel. German immigrants brought t h e i r concept o f p u b l i c 
squares t o Texas and est a b l i s h e d a "Marktplatz" i n New Braunfels, 
India n o l a and Fredericksburg. The p u b l i c space i n New Braunfels, 
centered on Seguin S t r e e t , i s a la r g e open area w i t h gardens 
and a gazebo. Si t u a t e d on a s t r e e t d i r e c t l y across from the 
town square, the Plaza Hotel has always maintained a prominent 
and s t r a t e g i c l o c a t i o n i n t h i s e a r l y German c i t y . 

The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , known i n 1852 as the Nauendorf & 
C o l l B u i l d i n g , was a two-story, rubble limestone commercial 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h p i t c h e d r o o f and stepped parapet. Across the 
f r o n t was a one-story g a l l e r y w i t h a s t i c k balustraded balcony on 
the second f l o o r . When Jacob Schmitz bought the b u i l d i n g i n 
1858 he changed the name t o the Guadalupe Hotel. Following 
the C i v i l War, Schmitz a l t e r e d the o r i g i n a l appearance somewhat 
by the a d d i t i o n of a double g a l l e r y , each f l o o r supported by 
one-story square coliomns. A l a t t i c e b alustrade on the second 
f l o o r was the only embellishment. Across the stuccoed parapet he 
wrote "Guadalupe Hotel, Jacob Schmitz." His f i n a l a l t e r a t i o n 
came i n 1873 when Schmitz added a t h i r d f l o o r . 

The 1873 s t r u c t u r e was a t h r e e - s t o r y rubble limestone b u i l d i n g , 
stuccoed on the main facade and crowned by a d e n t i l l e d cornice 
and a stepped parapet. P i l a s t e r s and urn f i n i a l s framed the 
stepped d i v i s i o n s and the c e n t r a l parapet contained two openings. 
Dominating the main facade was a t h r e e - s t o r y g a l l e r y supported by 
one-story square columns. The g a l l e r y had a balustrade of cross-
hatched l a t t i c e on the second f l o o r , which was repeated on the 
t h i r d f l o o r w i t h t i g h t e r l a t t i c e work. Completing the three-
s t o r y g a l l e r y was a narrow pediment, embellished by a saw-tooth 
bargeboard, and d i s p l a y i n g the h o t e l ' s new name, the "Schmitz Hotel.' 

The present s t r u c t u r e has had very l i t t l e s t r u c t u r a l 
a l t e r a t i o n since the 1873 a d d i t i o n . The major change was i n 
1933 when the t h r e e - s t o r y g a l l e r y was removed and a one-story 
store f r o n t a d d i t i o n was made t o the f i r s t f l o o r . An i r o n 
b alustrade e n c i r c l e s the top of the f i r s t f l o o r a d d i t i o n 
c r e a t i n g a balcony on the second f l o o r , w h i l e a free-standing 
i r o n balcony was added t o the t h i r d f l o o r . Across the f r o n t 
facade of each f l o o r are s i x double doors. A l l of the o r i g i n a l 
openings e x i s t on the f i r s t f l o o r , despite the f a c t they have 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1 
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been covered by the 1933 a d d i t i o n . Most of the o r i g i n a l doors 
are s t i l l i n t a c t , except where a l t e r a t i o n s have been made t o 
add an a i r c o n d i t i o n e r . The f i n i a l s have been removed on the 
parapet and the o r i g i n a l parapet openings have been p l a s t e r e d 
over t o d i s p l a y the present b u i l d i n g ' s name, the "Plaza Hotel." 

The Plaza Hotel represents the e v o l u t i o n t h a t many h i s t o r i c 
b u i l d i n g s undergo throughout t h e i r l i f e t i m e s . As a r e s u l t of 
the d i f f e r e n t t a s t e s of i t s owners, the 123 year h i s t o r y of 
the Plaza Hotel has seen various face l i f t i n g s . Despite the 
changes, few permanent a l t e r a t i o n s have been made and much of the 
o r i g i n a l f a b r i c remains. 
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The Plaza Hotel, b u i l t s h o r t l y a f t e r the founding of New 
Braunfels, i s one of the o l d e s t p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s remaining i n 
the c i t y . Located on the town square, the b u i l d i n g represents 
an important h i s t o r i c a l , as w e l l as a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark 
f o r the c i t y . 

New Braunfels was the f i r s t settlement founded by the 
German Immigration Company, the Verein, who brought German 
s e t t l e r s t o Texas i n the mid-1840s. A f t e r h i s a r r i v a l i n Texas 
i n 1845, Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels r e a l i z e d t h a t i t would 
be s u i c i d a l t o immediately take s e t t l e r s t o the land on the San 
Saba and Llano r i v e r s t h a t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n had purchased. 
Instead he purchased a league of land on the Comal River, took 
h i s s e t t l e r s t here, and gave them each b u i l d i n g l o t s and 10-acre 
p l o t s of farm land. New Braunfels, named f o r the c i t y ' s 
founder, became an incorporated m u n i c i p a l i t y . i n 1858 . 

The s i t e of the present Plaza H o t e l , located around the 
o r i g i n a l p u b l i c square, was acquired by Rudolph Nauendorf i n 
1850. Around 1851 Nauendorf constructed a two-story limestone 
s t r u c t u r e , known as the Nauendorf & C o l l B u i l d i n g , f o r a business 
e n t e r p r i s e . The Comal County Commissioners Court approached 
Nauendorf i n 1852 about buying the b u i l d i n g f o r a courthouse, 
but they were unable t o pay the asking p r i c e of $3500. 

I n 1858 Nauendorf sold the b u i l d i n g t o Jacob Schmitz f o r 
$1500. Schmitz, a l o c a l innkeeper, had come t o New Braunfels 
w i t h the o r i g i n a l founders. O r i g i n a l l y bound f o r Castro's 
Colony (See National Register Siibmission, C a s t r o v i l l e H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t , 1970) Schmitz and other Castro c o l o n i s t s were stranded 
i n San Antonio when he f i r s t a r r i v e d i n 1843. Schmitz contracted 
w i t h Prince Solms-Braunfels f o r f i v e months and became one of 

the founding c o l o n i s t s of New Braunfels i n 1845. I n March, 1847, 
he accompanied John Meusenbach, successor t o Prince Solms-

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2 
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Braunfels as a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the new settlement, on h i s expe­
d i t i o n i n t o I n d i a n country t o make a peace t r e a t y w i t h the 
Commanches l i v i n g on the land o r i g i n a l l y purchased by the 
Verein. The innkeeper served as the cook on the exp e d i t i o n . 

Before buying the Nauendorf & C o l l B u i l d i n g , Schmitz 
operated a one-story i n n on South Seguin S t r e e t known as the 
"Guadalupe Hotel." Famed j o u r n a l i s t Frederick Law Olmsted 
recorded h i s stay i n 1854 s t a t i n g t h a t the Guadalupe Hotel 
was reminiscent o f inns o f the Rhineland. I n 1858 Schmitz 
moved h i s h o t e l i n t o h i s new b u i l d i n g , r e t a i n i n g the former 
name of h i s i n n . A two-story g a l l e r y across the f r o n t changed 
the appearance of the h o t e l i n 1865 and i n 1873 the name changed 
t o the "Schmitz Hotel" w i t h the a d d i t i o n of a t h i r d f l o o r and 
a t h r e e - s t o r y g a l l e r y . 

During the Schmitz era the Guadalupe or Schmitz Hotel served 
as the o f f i c i a l stage stop of New Braunfels. The c i t y was a 
re g u l a r stop a t the end of a day's t r a v e l from San Antonio t o 
A u s t i n or Houston. I t served as the stage headquarters u n t i l 
1880 when the r a i l r o a d was b u i l t from A u s t i n t o San Antonio 
by way of New Braunfels. An o l d h o t e l r e g i s t e r , now displayed 
a t the Sophienburg Museijm i n New Braunfels, records the signa­
tures of such famous guests as Sam Houston, J e f f e r s o n Davis, 
General H. H. Sibley, O Henry, and many others. 

Jacob Schmitz died i n August, 1874. Mrs. Schmitz conveyed 
h i s nTimerous p r o p e r t i e s t o her daughter, Mrs. Paula Claessen i n 
1882. I n June, 1882, Mrs. Claessen leased the h o t e l t o Emil 
Braun. He ran a h o t e l and was granted the r i g h t t o run a bar 
and b i l l i a r d saloon i n one of the rooms. Mrs. Schmitz, Mrs. 
Claessen and her c h i l d r e n returned t o Germany i n t h a t year. 
F i n a l l y , i n 1910 the Claessen f a m i l y sold the h o t e l t o Charles Koch. 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #3 
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Sometime duri n g the Twentieth century the name of the h o t e l 
changed t o the "Plaza H o t e l . " The only major a l t e r a t i o n s were 
the removal of the f r o n t g a l l e r i e s i n 1933, the a d d i t i o n of 
a f i r s t f l o o r s t o r e facade, and the a d d i t i o n of i r o n balconies 
on the second and t h i r d f l o o r s . I n 1961 the h o t e l was sold t o the 
Guaranty State Bank who has since leased the bottom f l o o r t o bus­
inesses and the second and t h i r d f l o o r s as apartments. The 
New Braunfels Conservation Society has bought the o l d h o t e l 
and they plan t o r e s t o r e the b u i l d i n g t o i t s 1873 appearance. 
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r Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

February 28, 1975 

Mr. Charles H e r r i n g t o n 
N a t i o n a l Register o f 
H i s t o r i c Places 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

On February 26, 1975, we sent a nomination t o the 
Register f o r the Plaza Hotel,(Guadalupe Hotel/Schmitz 
Hotel) New Braunfels, Tx, Comal County. By mistake 
I included two p i c t u r e s from our f i l e s instead o f the 
two enclosed p i c t u r e s . 

Would you please have someone s u b s t i t u t e these p i c t u r e s 
f o r the others, and please r e t u r n the others t o us? The 
property photograph forms are attached t o the other small 
p i c t u r e s and w i l l serve as the attachment f o r the i:wo 
p i c t u r e s enclosed. 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

Si n c e r e l y , 

(Mrs.)Pauline Schwartz 
Secretary, N a t i o n a l 
Register Programs Dept. 

pbs/s 
Enclosures 
P.S. The apportionment warrant nomination card should also be 

attached... 
pbs 
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Name Location 

Guadalupe Hotel/Schmitz Hotel New Braianfels 
Comal County 

Also Notifi e d 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Bob Krueger 

Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

MMott/cha 3-17-75 
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HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICAI /f^- i-̂ rww r(2»i4r ADP»"n̂  
^'fDATE(S)=^y-^ "^a : • ' - ' ^ ^ 

S O U R C E • (Qp NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

^ ^ „ ^ W i s 5*6rt^«>** 

\ ^ / .A^?> 

S l G N I F I C A ^ I C E ^ m a x i m u i n two sentencgsJ f l ^ P l ' j l ^ r n ^ i 'tk^^^^^T^I^Z^^X A O ^ t T T T t — 5 * ^ 1 ^ 'VlO ^07x^1 C 



'.i 

•I 

• 
I 1 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCt: 

»• ^y- Q nunucA^ic.n 
ACTION g ] ATftlCAliOM 

(«.'»•»- r-i xoilfOIION Of INIfKI (Opt) 
»t • »£P0.7I Of liO£*AL WtiCM 

1. APPLI­
I tt.:uiit 

CANT'S 

APrLi . tl DAI'. 

CATION 

MUok 

I . t t l . 

Af -PUCA 

TI!3S 

t ' •. I i -

8-01-18-806 

> t ' ; i : i t t D J 78 04 06 

4 . I C C A L A ^ P L I C A N I / H ^ C I P l t N T 

•. AHiKX KuM .State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e 
k. OftiA-ntiwuaii : Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
t Untuf.o. $u P . O . Box 12276 
*. ci« : Aus t in •. uetti : Travis 

um : Texas i . IIPC*. 78711 
b. CMIWI rtnte (.v«K« True t t Latimer 

s uupient N..) : (512) 475-3Q9A 

i . reocFAi s.-ci-O't" iOEKuncATiOK NO 

i»«o-

(Ftem, 

FulmI 

f, WHt(* l l l5 I * ! 9| ol 4| 

Historic Preservation 

<. lESCCAl 1 60,000 .CO t. umiMi i ] t. psoiccT 
s t a t e w i d e 21 

j 
k. APfllCAhT 107.750 .w 

t. umiMi i ] t. psoiccT 
s t a t e w i d e 21 

j 
C. STATE .00 I C PROJECT »TAAT i 17. ?fiOJlCT 

DATE Y n r m»nlh d t f 1 DUHMION 

19 see 33 12 Miyu. 4. lOLU. .00 

I C PROJECT »TAAT i 17. ?fiOJlCT 
DATE Y n r m»nlh d t f 1 DUHMION 

19 see 33 12 Miyu. 
• . OTHCK .so IS. eSTIMATKO OATC TO Ym B«>M iat 

OE SUBMirTEO TO 
FEDER.M AGENCY ». 19 7 8 1 2 2 7 1. KXU. 1 167,750 .« 

IS. eSTIMATKO OATC TO Ym B«>M iat 
OE SUBMirTEO TO 
FEDER.M AGENCY ». 19 7 8 1 2 2 7 

J. TITLE AND oitcmpTioM or AppticANrs PSOJECT 
Plaza (Guadalupe-Schmltz) Hotel Development Project-
Phase I I , New Braunfdls, Comal County, Texas 
Built as a two-story cedar and limestone structure i n 
1858; A third story and three-story gallery added in 
1873. The project objective is to restore the exterior Jl""' 

f . TYPE OF A P m C A N T / P t C I P l t N -
A-M«!< " in .«i lT '.•.•51 ' / i " e Y 
'^-l-.trrll•1• I . N<:t>»f lCt^«cM.tl mUiMnti 

lirxlliKt K-CkAw iS^tiiy}: 

' - C i f / 
' n e t ! D i l l r i d 

of the hotel to the 1873 appearance. The interior w i l l - '̂^ A«i!iTAi.ct 
be rehabilitated and used as apartments. 

T ^ i , p » i i m i \ t 3 \ i i k t l t - i - A < i i m U r t p ^ r e . f 

C-Lun ^T.aia UttrrI 

16. AREA OF PROJECT I M P A C T ( N t m e i • / < U i u . c m d x i . 
lUiet. ttt.) 

Texas 

I t . ESTIMATE,-) N t ) M . 
OER OF PCH50MS 
B E N E F I I i r i Q 

12,000,000 

I J . TYPE 0 . ' APPLIC. ' .TION 

A"K«w C-K t r * i 9 r C - A f i t i r f t f l i M 

tmtir m^prcpriete Ittter M 

PROPOSED FUMDINO 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 01. I 15. riPE Of LHANCE ( f . i lie tr lilt 

I A-lKiau O'lil-i f-Ottii.' ( S p t c i l f ) : 

C - l x i * n t C l i i i u t n N / A 

C - ^ f t u i i j I i c A 

Smttr tpfirt- r 

I S . t x : S T I N i 5 F t O C R A L I D I N T I f I C A T I C N M U M 3 E R 

2a. FEDERAL AGENCr TO RECEIVE R-QUEST tUtwu. City. Uttu. Zlf ttdi> 

OAHP, HCRS, Washington, D, C. 20240 
£ J . N<UA.1KS . t O D E D 

£ > HO 

22 . 

TME 

APPLICANT 

CERTIFIES 

T H A T ^ 

2 J . 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

t . It tIM imX tt tTf fe«ovl,4g, ar.l kali«4, 
4«tl M tXii #fuy»li44ifctt/ir»4.uliu tr* 
In* i«4 c*<mt. UM aKtir"«rt imtt 
ittf f«thftn;«d tl IM icvJ.niMf k«4r H 
Ika tyolrsail oA« IA* aapltcAat xli <«fA»lr 
viU U* alucM^ •«Mra«c« ll tJM muitt-
taee m ttfwme. 

J X i . NEUA.1 

I I t«mir«4 ^ OklB Circular A-9S Uia appiicaitcn uai tu:>c;-na«. a.'.r.a!*i;t »« •« .V« ra . Raai>«fka* 
atnadtMs IM.'Ma, t» a p r r w a l a t l « n A f a c a a A aibd all i t t e ^ w n . ara artaaao4: aptfiua a f t « a A W 

i'> Alamo Area Codncil of Governments 
t f Gove rno r ' s O t t l c e of |Budeet / /a r id P 
(J) 

. TTKS MUl sub Tini 
Truett Latimer, State 
Historic Preservation Officer 

k. lliM 

2 4 . AOCNCY N A M E 

Departmnet of the I n t e r i o r 
2 « . C R 3 A N U A T I O N A L U N I T 

HCRS 
2 7 . A O U I M I S T R A T I V E O m C E 

Grants Admin. Div. 

2^ APPKCA' Year tuts^k U t 
TiOM 
F.KDVEO IS 79 01 03 
l U . E E f SRAL A P i ' L I O . T l O N 

I D E N T I F I C A T I O N 

n . A O O R E M 

Washington, D.C. 20243 
I M L r E C C K A L C A A N T 

! O E « T ; f l C A 1 1 0 N , „ 
48-09622 

SI. ACTION TAK2N 

Q •. AHAIOtO 

• k. Kjtcno 

Q I . HiuiMD roc 
AMUOHUT 

• 4. K F I M t B 

Q > wiTNOum 

\ r t O E R A l AOCNCV 
j A.»k ACTION 

b. APfl lC/rJir 

60^000 
107,750 ^ 

XKf 

i 167.J50-

M. ACTION DATE • » » 0 / / y 

M . r a a r M » l k 4 > r 

l ^ i " " " , - , 79 01 01 
CONTACT FOR ADOITIO'IAI. INFOM)<« 
TION (Heme emd I.Uf.litmt .•mmtti t 

80 09 30 
Stephen D. Newman 
202-343-4941 

; t. Ju.rj.'.r.Rk ADOto 

• . tm teauf ac1i*u. a<af t « M M * l a iMamaai frM cia«i.*kaM#a « « n rp«. 
*a4wad. I I a iwKf n a a M M la dwa ••*«« pr»Ma.a*s M fa r t 1, C l l k Cnaiaa A - t S , 

kL F t . > l V ^ ACCKCY A - V i O i l l t l J l 
IJV«kt« mnd U4t tkeme M . f 

same as #35 

A w a B a r f b j ^ " . 4 . .''Uirran Uwi4.iaa«>l Ola«aJ>r >*-r 

JAN 3 -

i 


