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The International & Great Northern Railroad passenger station in

San Antonio is one of the finegt examples of the Mission Revival
Style in Texas. Designed in 1907 by Harvey L. Page and built by
James Stewart and Company, the station is constructed of tan brick
with a steel structural framing system. The plan of the building

is a Greek Cross defined by a central domed space from which four
barrel vaults radiate. The exterior facades are symmetrical and
virtually identical with each other. A bell tower of three-story
height is located at each of the four corners and frame the mission-
styled parapet on each facade.

The East front faces Medina Street at its intersection with Houston
Street. A green tiled canopy of hipped design is supported by
simple wooden brackéts and covers the entrance. The doors are

of tripartite configuration with rounded-arched transoms. The

tan brick arch framing the entrance is also rounded in design

along those over the windows. Above the entrance canopy is a
stained glass window whose design is adapted from thatcof the
famous San Jose Mission. Encircling the rose window is the in-
scription: "International & Great Northern = The Texas Railroad."

The central section of each of the four facades is capped with

a Mission-styled parapet wall, again reminescent of the missions
of the area. Flanking these sections are twin bell towers whose
lanterns are capped with pyramidal roofs.

The two-storied waiting room space is enclosed in a dome which

is supported by eight massive Tuscan €olumns. Galleries on the
first and second levels encircle the rotunda and provide access

to the office spaces. A simple cast-iron balustrade at the second
level terminates in a grandiose staircase of symmetrically divided
flights. Cornice detailing on the entablature that supports the
dome and the lantern is stencilled with eclectic motifs representing
the Art Nouveau, Prairie Style, and Victorian periods.

The lantern which terminates the dome is defined by a clerestory
of rounded-arched windows above which is the bronze figure of an
Indian, a motif frequently used by the railroad in the era.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The International & Great Northern Railroad passenger station is one
of only two remaining railroad stations in San Antonio, and is one

of the few remaining buildings designed by Harvey L. Page. The build-
ing is significant not only for its excellence in architectural de-
tailing, but also for its representation of an important transporta-
tion center in the city's early 20th century history.

San Antonio emerged as an important cultural and economic center of
South Texas after the arrival of the Galveston, Harrisburg, and San
Antonio Railroad in 1877. The year 1879 marks the beginning of the
extension of the International & Great Northern Railroad from Austin
to Laredo, thereby linking the United States with Mexico. At the
time of this extension, a station was erected in San Antonio which
served the railroad until the present station was built in 1907. The
International & Great Northern, although an affiliate of the Texas &
Pacific and the Missouri Pacific systems, was operated as an indepen-
dent line until January 1, 1924, when the company was bought by the
New Orleams, Texas, and Mexico Railway, a Missouri Pacific property.
All of the affiliate railroads assumed the Missouri Pacific name in
the 1930's as a means of alleviating the confusion of the many separ-
ate lines.

Harvey L. Page was commissioned in 1906 as the architect for the sta-
tion at the intersection of Medina and Houston Streets. Construction
of the building was begun the same year by James Stewart and Company
for the International & Great Northern Railroad. A monumental growth
in passenger train traffic at the turn of the century coupled with
the economic growth of the railroad industry resulted in the neces-
sity for a facility that would both serve the public as well as re-
flect a prosperous image. The station was one of the transportation
centers for the city until the end of World War II when passenger
train activity began to decline. By 1965 only one train both North
and South used the station on a daily basis. This once luxurious
train, the "Texas Eagle", connecting St. Louis with Laredo was reduced
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to "@oach Only" status beginning January 1, 1968, with the removal
of all Pullman Company-owned cars from United States railroads.

Another event that marked the decline of passenger train activity

at the station was the removal of the platform canopies in the late
1960's. The facility was closed in September 1970 when the last
"Texas Eagle" left the station. Maintenance of the facility ceased
many years previous to the diascontinuance of passenger service as is
reflected in the advanced state of decay.

Dr. Max Morales, Jr., purchased the building in 1972 and plans are
pending through the Amtrak Imporvement Act to adapt the facility for
intermodal transportation activity. Amtrak service from St. Louis
to Laredo uses the platform on the West side of the station, but
tickets must be purchased fwom the Southern Pacific station fifteen
blocks to the East.
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| g Bexar County

Also Notified

Hon, John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen Mr. Truett Latimer

Hon. Henry B, Gonzalez ’ Executive Director

Regional Director, Southwest Mibm Texas State Historical Survey Committee

Mr. Robert F. Crecco, DOT m Office Box 12276, Capitol Station
Mustin, Texas 78711

PR MMott/row 9/17/75

.
INT: 295075




DATE: 12-10-76

NR Data Sﬂee : ; Reviewel.; mwzm‘s/,nesbitt"

NR poE  9/9/75

",

NAME n5 17 APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: International & Great Northern Railroad Passenger

OTHER N 4 Station
I MlSSO'uI‘l Pacific Station -2 .

LOCATION:
yETlNUMBER .
olggina and Houston Stiéets M T
ABan Antonio VICINITY OF 20
STATE ./;oumv code
VT 48 r Bexar T 029

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) @ STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) ¢

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST  MIDWEST

OCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

L}
FEATURES . INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS
Vgubstantially intact-1 .‘ngstan"lally intact-2 <uubstantiallv intact-3

__ unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
- — not applicable - 7 " not applicable - 8 _ Net applicakle-9
..Intj?o:, exterior, cnvirons not intact-0 ‘“(
CONDITION =  —EXCELLENT ETERIORATED —UNALTERED IGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS laﬁ‘neo _MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknewn
~Unexcavated ; ~Excavated
ACCESS -~ Yes-restricted Yes-urnrestricted No access Unknown
. historic district ? YES NO
3 WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES NO
' IF YES, NAME: il
ADAPTIVE USE.; YES o Saved ? YES o
FUNCTION (S)! (use vdbcabulary words)
then-  gr sTATION ;
now- NOT IN USE
L
1
*SIGNIFICANCE:
v
—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION . —entertainment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION - —1aw/Gov't/politics _science —health
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE _recreation
%:HHECYURE - ¢ —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN —Settlement
_*A!v __ENGINEERING —MUSIC —socio/cultural
OMMERCE 6 —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY RANSPORTATION ; ( —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
. —INVENTION o
Claims

et o tE ) ¥
first? ygs o oldest?? ves o ; only?? ves wo




S el

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: SPANTsH ON/EC
oo L@
architect/m-buildet: Harvey 1. Page engineer:
}andscape/garden designer: : artiSt/al'ti5511:
interior decorator: | builder/contractor; James Stewart & Co,

ETHNIC GROUP:

NAMES:
5 personal
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

\4
DATES,) DaTE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1906-\07
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

& I
SOU RCE ¢ (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

L] OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

i L]
ACREAGE. (to nearest tenth of an acre)

- At | Sl havwe,
COMMENTS: (include architectural information here) brick; ories,
| 7

[ Steel frame, brick; 2! stories, modified square, flat and pyramidal roof sections,
\interior chimney, shallow central ribbed dome with domed lantern; corner towers, each
with openwork belfry, side curvilinear gabled parapets, round-arched windows and doors,

bracketed entrance canopies; large rotunda and barrel-vaulted cross aisles. Mission J
3

Style elements, An unusual combination of Spanish Mission Style with Byzantine element

one of wwe few remaining examples of the work of peemiment architect Harvey L. Page.




ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: SPANISH MISSTON/ECLECTTO-ELEMENES

architect/m-buildey; Harvey L. Page engincer;
landscape/garden designer: ; artist/artisén'

interior decorator: .
e bulldel‘/contractor; James Stewart & Co,

ETHNIC GROUP:

N .
it personal
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

\4
L]
DATES! DaTE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1906-\07
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) :

: -
SOURCE: NOMINATION) PRIVATE P — e S0

° OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY :

. L]
ACREAGE' (to nearest tenth of an acre)

agwL_ - : ' i, oo ;
COMMENTS.: (include architectural information here) SAructuralsteel, brick; ories,

-

modified square, flat and pyramidéi roof sections, ;enterior chimneyA shallow central

J

e i ; aach, - 20 .
~ Yibbed domeh domed lantern.corner beid towers with open<work belfry, &-pyrambdalroef,
W Wms\quwwmﬁfmmmmuaw,
| ?Wmmsrbracketed entrance canopies; TORS
Lo otundas ande y YusaLrw SJ:VQ Uuormuts. " .
barrel -vaulted cross aisles)y) SRANTSH MISSTON/ECTECTIC EDEMENES.  An unusual combination

Style

of Spanish HissionAwith Byzantine elements; %ne of the few remaining examples of the work‘-‘

of prominent architect Harvey L. Page. ‘

SIGNIFICANCE:(maxJ.mum two sentences)



