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‘ESCRIBEJ\,T& RESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARAN‘CE
/ M e First United Methodist Church of San Marcos, built in

1893, is a white frame, cruciform Gothic Revival church. Lo-
cated on the northwest corner of Hutchison and Fredericksburg
streets, the main facade faces south.
Narrow, triple round arched windows, the middle one being
slightly larger, form the central portion of the main facade.
Decorative panels create the base of the window framing. The
remaining apertures have narrow lancet windows or lancet arched
transoms over double doors.
A four-story bell tower crowned by a pyramidal roof and spire
projects from the southeast corner of the main facade. The west
and south sides of the tower contain double doors with lancet
transoms. On the southwest corner a small pyramidal turret with
spire, similar in proportion to the bell tower, rises from the
roofline. The entrance on the first floor of this corner is
inset, supported by a square post and embellished with brackets.
Large bays, created by the transepts, project at the east
and west sides. In order to conform to the bayed proportions,
each pitch of the roof forms two planes. At the rear a rectangu;
lar portion with truncated hipped ro6f encloses the sanctuary.
The steeply pitched roof creates tall gables over the front
and rear facades and the transepts. The upper third of the
gables on the main and rear facades are shingled, while the
remaining portion has clapboard sidﬂing. A simple stick barge-
board further decorates these gables. The bayed transepts have
gables with only clapboard siding, but the bargeboards in each
have a more intricate and decorative pattern. Finials at the
peak of each gable further embellishes them. 1In the center of
the south gable is a circular stained glass window, while cir-
cular louvered openings exist in the east and west gables.
Accentuating the Gothic quality in the roofline are small
triangulated, louvered openings, which project vertically from
the steep pitch of the roof on the east and west.
Decorative cornice detail surrounds the main structure and
brackets support the slightly overhanging eaves on the east and
west facades.
There have been few alterations to the church in the past
80 years. 1In 1939 there was some remodeling done to the interiof,
including the twentdy stained glass windows, given as memorials
to the early builders. On the exterior the belfry was once open),
but it is presently enclosed by louvered panels. In 1951 a
Fellowship Hall was added at the west side of the church.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

San Marcos, a central Texas city in Hays County, was
named for its location on the headwaters of the San Marcos
River. 1In 1851 William Lindsey, Ed Burleson, and Eli T.
Merriman bought the Juan Martin Veramendi land grant of 1831
and laid out the town of San Marcos to serve the people who
had begun to settle the area in the late 1840s. The historica]
background of the First United Methodist Church begins with ths
founding of the settlement at San Marcos. Many early settlers
and town leaders were also responsible for founding the church

One of the first settlers, John D. Pitts, had accompanied
General Edward Burleson to the headwaters of the San Marcos
River in 1847 and was so impressed with the surroundings that
he decided to move his family to the newly formed settlement.
Born in 1798, Pitts grew up in Georgia and married Eliza Davis
in 1819. After serving one term in the Georgia legislature,

first on an Austin County farm, then moved to Grimes County.

In 1846 Pitts served as clerk of the first Legislature of the
new State of Texas. It was during his term as clerk that he

became enchanted with the area along the San Marcos River.

In 1847, only a few months after settling in what is now San

Marcos, Pitts organized the first Methodist Church in his cabii
and invited his friend, Reverend Alfred B. F. Kerr to come
from Seguin to preach to them. Governor George T. Wood appoinf
Pitts Adjutant-General in 1848 and for the next twoe years he

and his family lived in Austin. The church, however, met in

the Pitts cabin until a new structure was built in 1849,

- Charter members of the first Methodist church included
several members of the John D. Pitts family--their daughter,
two brothers, and a sister-in-law--that had joined them in
settling San Marcos. 1In addition, Michael Sessom, one of the
earliest San Marcos residents, joined in founding the new chur
Sessom had come to the area in 1835 with Henry McCulloch's
Texas Ranger detachment and he and his wife had built the secol
home in the new town. He worked, thereafter, as the town

W

Pitts decided to move his family to Texas in 1842. They settled
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8. Significance continued.

blacksmith. Two other founders, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McGehee,
had moved to the area in 1846 and established the first farm in
what is now Hays County.

The founding of Methodism was scarcely a decade old in
Texas when the San Marcos congregation was formed. The scattered
congregations were served by itinerant ministers over widely
separated areas, thus San Marcos did not have a permanent minister
until 1872 when San Marcos was designated the headquarters for
a new district in the Conference. The founding minister of the
San Marcos congregation in 1847 was 24 year old Alfred B. F. Kerr
who served for two years at Seguin, Matagorda, Goliad, Rutersville
and San Marcos. In 1849 he was appointed to a new position and
left the city. Due to health reasons Kerr was later forced to
give up the ministry and returned to San Marcos in 1876. With
the incorporation of San Marcos in 1877, the popular Alfred Kerr
was elected the first mayor and held that position until his
death in 1881,

Another famous member of the San Marcos Methodist Church
was Edward Burleson. Born in North Carolina in 1793, Burleson
moved to Texas with his wife in 1830 and settled near Bastrop.
By 1833 he was selected as a delegate to the Convention at San
Felipe, in 1835 he was elected to succeed Stephen F. Austin as
Colonel of the only regiment organized under Austin, and he foughj
in the battle of San Jacinto in 1836. Thereafter, Burleson was
active in political affairs during the Republic years and early
Statehood by serving as Vice President of the Texas Republic
from 1841-1844, running unsuccessfully for President in 1844, and
then participating as State Senator from 1846 until his death in
1851. Burleson and his family settled in San Marcos in 1848 at
which time he joined the Methodist church.

For two years services were held at monthly intervals in
John Pitts' cabin. From 1849-1855 the congregation moved to a
small log house which served as school, church, courthouse and
community hall. In 1855 the Methodists and Masonic Order raised
a two-story building for their joint use at the corner of Hutchispn
and Fredericksburg St. where the present structure stands. The
combination church and lodge burned in 1868, so the congregation
met in the chapel of a nearby private school, Coronal Institute,
for the next four years. A red brick structure was built on the
same corner in 1872 and Captain William Sawshe donated a church

T

See Continuation Sheet # 2.
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bell, which hangs today in the tower of the sanctuary. Due to
poor construction the crumbling walls were torn down in 1891

and the congregation returned once again to the Coronal Institute
chapel. The present frame Victorian Gothic structure was completegd
in 1893 and has served the San Marcos Methodist Church congregatign
since that time. Following the nationwide unification of Methodigt
and Evangelical United Brethren Churches, the San Marcos unit
renamed their church the First United Methodist Church of San
Marcos.

The First United Methodist Church was founded simultaneously
with the establishment of San Marcos. As it was the first church
organized in Hays County, the congregation feels a close link
with the heritage of their city. In addition, this 1893 Gothic
Revival structure is a fine example of local nineteenth century
architecture in San Marcos.
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