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S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O U N T Y : 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

AUG 1 3 1974 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

L i t t l e Campus 

i 

(2. LOCATION 
Asysum f o r t h e B l i n d 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B ER: Bounded by 18th ZJu2€et, Oldham Street, 19th Street, 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

1 0 — J . J . P i c k l e 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

T r a v i s 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 048 

C O U N T Y : 

T r a v i s 453 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

U 

i n 

Z 

l i i 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

S D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

S I P u b l i c 

I I P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

S I Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

Sfl Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE fChec / t One Or More a s i 4pp rop r i a f e ; 

[ 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia I 

^ Educa t tona I 

I 1 En te r to inmen t 

[~1 Government 

I 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 1 Museum 

• Perk 

( I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

fT l S c i e n t i f i c 

t I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 

k . OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas a t A u s t i n 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

L i t t l e Campus 1 9 t h and Red R i v e r S t r e e t s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

R e p o r t o f Regents t o Governor and L e g i s l a t u r e 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas a r c h i v e s 
C I T V O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
6. R E P R l S j N t A T I O N |N EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ra l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

JAN 3 1974 
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\7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

Good Q F o i r De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins Q Unexposed 

CCheck O n e ; 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved S O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The h i s t o r i c main b u i l d i n g , b u i l t i n 1857, was constructe[3 
of rough limestone w i t h dark b r i c k s i n the f i n i s h i n g of the 
cornices. This two-story s t r u c t u r e has limestone segmental 
arches which cap the windows, limestone quoins which provide 
emphasis and s t r u c t u r a l reinforcement, a one-story p o r t i c o , 
and a basement. A f t e r the C i v i l W?=r wide porches were added 
onto the ground f l o o r and an a d d i t i o n a l s t o r y was added. 
I t was also completely covered w i t h stucco, although at presen)^ 
the o r i g i n a l heavy b r i c k and stone are v i s i b l e by the door 
and on the east w a l l . The h i s t o r i c main b u i l d i n g i s pr e s e n t l y 
being used as the annex b u i l d i n g of the D i v i s i o n of Extension 
of the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas at A u s t i n . The " L i t t l e Campus" 
complex p r e s e n t l y consists of f i v e a d d i t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s . 
Each of these f i v e s t r u c t u r e s are b r i c k . 

The auditorium b u i l d i n g t h a t was constructed i n 1903 i s 
c u r r e n t l y used as the main b u i l d i n g of the D i v i s i o n of Exten­
s i o n . This s t r u c t u r e has limestone s i l l s and l i n t e l s at the 
windows. The windows of the uppermost s t o r y ( t h i r d s t o r y ) 
have limestone s i l l s and b r i c k arches. I t has a lar g e , massiv 
t h r e e - s t o r y C l a s s i c a l I t a l i a n a t e arch t h a t dominates the 
f r o n t of the s t r u c t u r e . The p r i n c i p a l entrance at the f r o n t 
of t h i s b u i l d i n g i s d r a m a t i c a l l y recessed. A stepped parapet 
above the t h r e e - s t o r y I t a l i a n a t e arch enhances the balance 
of the b u i l d i n g . At present the roof i s of standing seam t i n 

The b u i l d i n g t h a t was constructed i n 1900 serves as 
o f f i c e s f o r the Na t u r a l Fibers Economic Research I n s t i t u t e . 
The window d e t a i l i n g i s h i g h l i g h t e d by segmental arches c o n t a i 
i n g a keystone. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e i s dominated by 
High V i c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e i n f l u e n c e . 

The two-story brick building constructed in 1912 that 
originally was used for classroom facilities is currently 
used for storage by the Department of Geology of the Universi 
of Texas at Austin. The rear entrance has a double door with 
an ornate transom. The lower windows of this two-story buildi 
are arched and the upper story windows are rectangular in shap 
A string course of brick divides the lower and upper stories. 
The symmetry of this building is enhanced by a corbled brick 
parapet. .^•'^^^JjT* 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

u 

cc 

PERIOD CCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17fh Century 

• 18th Century 

^ 19th Century 

g 20th Century 

SPECI Fl C D A T E ( S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 5 6 — P C S C n t 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

[ I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

( I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

j 1 Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

^ Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r ing 

1 1 Indus t r y 

] I n ven t i on 

I \ L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

E M i l i t a r y 

n Music 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

n Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

Q Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

On August 16, 1856, the Texas L e g i s l a t u r e appropriated 
100,000 acres of land and $10,000 f o r the establishment of 
an asylum f o r the b l i n d . This asylum was the f i r s t of i t s 
ki n d i n the s t a t e . The plan f o r the s i t e was I t a l i a n i n s t y l e 
The c o n t r a c t o r f o r the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g was Abner H. Cooke 
who b u i l t i t w i t h rough limestone and dark b r i c k . Abner H. 
Cooke b u i l t numerous other well-known s t r u c t u r e s i n the 
Greek Revival s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the c e n t r a l Texas 
area, f o r example, the Neill-Cochran House, the Texas Gover­
nor's Mansion, and the Woodlawn (Pease Mansion). The asylum 
operated from 1857 through 1865 when i t was closed due t o the 
d i s r u p t i o n caused by the C i v i l War.* 

Since 1865 the b u i l d i n g s have been used f o r various 
purposes. Immediately a f t e r the C i v i l War General Armstrong 
Custer and h i s f a m i l y used the f a c i l i t i e s as a residence 
while he commanded 13 regiments of i n f a n t r y and 13 regiments 
of c a v a l r y . Between 1866 and 1915 the b u i l d i n g complex again 
served as f a c i l i t i e s f o r the b l i n d . * * D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , 
four a d d i t i o n a l b r i c k b u i l d i n g s were constructed. I n 1880 
a music and l i t e r a r y b u i l d i n g was constructed. This b u i l d i n g 
burned t o the ground i n 1891 and i t was immediately r e b u i l t . 
I n 1883 a b u i l d i n g was constructed f o r classroom use. I n 
1900 another b u i l d i n g was constructed. I n 1903 an auditorium 
b u i l d i n g was constructed. A c a r r i a g e house was also probably 
constructed d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . i n 1912 a two-story b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g was constructed t o provide a d d i t i o n a l classroom space 
Between 1915 and 1917 the complex of b u i l d i n g s was vacant. 
During World War I the complex was used as one of the s i x 
p r e l i m i n a r y a i r t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t e s of the School of M i l i t a r y 
Aeronautics i n the United States. 

With the end of World Was I and the i n f l u x of ex-service 
people i n t o the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas at A u s t i n , the b u i l d i n g 
complex was acquired by the U n i v e r s i t y . Hence, the d i s t r i c t 
became r e f e r r e d t o as " L i t t l e Campus". 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet # 1) 
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By the mid 1920's the d i s t r i c t was again used by the State 
H o s p i t a l system. During World War I I the b u i l d i n g reverted t o 
use by the m i l i t a r y . 

I n 1951 the Extension Service of the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas 
at A u s t i n acquired the ol d e s t h i s t o r i c and main b u i l d i n g . The 
Extension Service also occupies the b u i l d i n g t h a t was constructec 
i n 1903 and i t serves as the main b u i l d i n g . The Natural Fibers 
Economic Research I n s t i t u t e i s o f f i c e d i n the b u i l d i n g t h a t was 
constructed i n 1900. The b u i l d i n g t h a t was constructed i n 1912 
i s used f o r storage by the Department of Geology. The b u i l d i n g 
t h a t o r i g i n a l l y served as a ca r r i a g e house i s used f o r storage. 
The D i v i s i o n of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n uses the b u i l d i n g t h a t was 
o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1880 and r e b u i l t i n 1891 a f t e r a f i r e des­
troyed the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . 

*The i n i t i a t i o n of the i n s t r u c t i o n a l program of the I n s t i ­
t u t e was delayed because the f i r s t student was not admitted u n t i l 
December 27, 1856. This f i r s t e n r o l l e e was a boy. I t was a l ­
most two months u n t i l the school gained two more students on 
February 21. Then by March the school had seven p u p i l s ( a l l boyp), 
two teachers (one taught l i t e r a t u r e and the other taught music). 
No a d d i t i o n a l students e n r o l l e d i n 1857, but the school continue 
to grow u n t i l i t was closed i n 1865 w i t h a t o t a l enrollment of 
seventy-five boys and g i r l s . 

**Between 1866 and 1915 the average enrollment was 250 
boys and g i r l s . The asylum served grades one through twelve. 
Grades one t o f i v e were elementary grades and studied the basic 
s u b j e c t s . Grades s i x t o e i g h t were j u n i o r h i gh and studied 
h i s t o r y , E n g lish, a r i t h m e t i c , reading, science. High school 

GPO 921 .7 24 
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grades were nine t o twelve and they studied courses approved by 
the Texas Education Agency. The school was f u l l y accredited anc 
twenty-two and one-half c r e d i t s were re q u i r e d f o r graduation. 
Therefore graduates of the Asylum were not required t o take a 
college entrance examination. Besides academic and music courses 
home economics courses taught t o the g i r l s made them admirable 
seamstresses and homemakers, and woodworking taught to the 
boys produced s k i l l e d craftsmen. One o f the products of the 
woodworking classes were brooms which were sold at q u i t e a 
p r o f i t . Though each boy received a commission f o r h i s brooms 
the school s t i l l r eturned $3,000 t o the State Treasury every 
year from the broom sales. I n the music f i e l d piano, pipe 
organ, voice, v i o l i n , band, and chorus were taught. A l l studentls 
were re q u i r e d t o take p h y s i c a l education unless excused by a 
doctor's permit. G i r l s were taught dancing--modern, f o l k , tap, 
and o t h e r s . They also p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t r a c k and tumbling. The 
boys were taught w r e s t l i n g , tumbling and t r a c k . I n these areas 
they p a r t i c i p a t e d i n tournaments w i t h other b l i n d schools throucjh-
out the country. Tumbling e x h i b i t i o n s were o f t e n given at com­
mencement exercises. Students were encouraged -to p a r t i c i p a t e i r 
many sports such as f o o t b a l l , b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , s o f t b a l l , 
croquet, and even s k a t i n g . There were two gymnasiums, a boys arjd 
a g i r l s added a f t e r the C i v i l War. The students were also ex­
posed t o the performing a r t s . The A u s t i n Statesman advertised 
a f r e e o p e r e t t a given by the students i n 1909. The characters 
included were the daisy, l i l y , rose, sunflower, onion, t h i s t l e , 
oak t r e e , c l o v e r , and goldenrod. They were a l l entered i n a 
contest f o r the n a t i o n a l flower and judged by a b a i l i f , lawyers, 
and Uncle Sam. Amusement was also a f f o r d e d the c h i l d r e n . 
Every Friday n i g h t throughout the school term a movie was shown 
i n the auditorium. Frequently on Saturdays there was a p a r t y 
g i v i n g the boys and g i r l s a chance to meet s o c i a l l y . 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

A u s t i n , Pub l i c L i b r a r y , A u s t i n and T rav i s County C o l l e c t i o n . 

W i l l i a m s o n , Roxanne Kute r , V i c t o r i a n A r c h i t e c t u r e i n A u s t i n , 
A u s t i n , 1967. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G I ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h i i L t i , T 2 . K P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

30° 16' 42' 

U O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

97° 4 3' 52* 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 7 a C r C S 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

S O U N g V k R I E S , 

Mm 
C O U N T Y : 

p . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E Gary L . Hume, P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r  

Duncan Glenn Muckelroy, H i s t o r i a n 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
D A T E 

Dec. 18, 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

P.O. Box 12276, C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFF ICER CERTIF ICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National/Park Service. The recommended 

level of significanow of this nomination is 

National C f I S^pte^ ,[E1 

Name 

T r u e t t Lat imer 
Title s t a t e H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion 

O f f i c e r 

Date December 20, 1973 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, O f f i c e of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D j t e 

ATTEST: 

(Keeper of The National Raster 

Date 

,̂1 / 

•{r U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING O F F I C E : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3 -
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PPOPERTY o .̂-cZJuLi ^ (^3g-^y^ STATE 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW PHOTOS 7  

MAPS / 

CONTROL REVIEW ̂ / ^ / ^ ^ ^ ^ W I L . . . ^ 

HISTORIAN j Z V AD'f S-w^<_ K-DoO M ^ ^ c ^ r^Oh«_ \A>€_ I\JL«A . tOoi^AA VAC*_ 

HISTORIAN X,"ci (xLe, ^ ^ ^ 4 . cnx. //-t ̂ 0 ^ . ^ ARCHITECTURAL £ 7 W 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

RmEW UNIT CHIEF , t l l ( 2 ^ t l 

Cole 
•7/11/7). 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered 
AUG 1 3 1974 
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RESUBMITTED. DATE; 7-/.i. 7f PLEASE RETURN THIS tOm WHEN THE PROPERTY  
NAME OF PROPERTY /...XCG ('^ ^ 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information Indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 
— 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

Owner of Property. 

Location of Legal Description. 

Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

Description. 

_X 8. Statement of Significance, t ^^HAJL yi 

$ f!r>ii f4f, —-, -̂ Mr̂ _z 

Bibliography. 

Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude^ Coordinates. Longitude (or Latitude) appears 

tc' be oFf about 
b. Acreage. ( ^ ^ j ; / ^ f 

Please check. 

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage, 

Other. 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made pr i o r to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your a t t e n t i o n to the above items checked. --M^i^^/JfU) - ^ • 

SIGNED: 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Little Campus Travis County, 74002091 

Texas 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs (missing #8) 

USGSMap 
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Min 1 ^ 1974 

\ \ . NAME ~ 
' 1 . • ' _ _ _ _ _ _ 

COMMON : L i t t l e Campus 
AND/OR HISTORIC: AsylutH f o r t h e B l i n d 

2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 
Bounded b y 1 8 t h S t . , O l d h a m S t . , 1 9 t h S t . , and Red R i v e r S t . 

=) C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Q£ A u s t i n 
h- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

1/1 T e x a s 048 T r a v i s 453 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

USGS 7.5' s e r i e s , A u s t i n east quadrangle 

UJ 

CO 

S C A L E : i . : 24000 
1966 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

J u l y 24, 1974 

Ms. Kate Cole 
Chief, Review U n i t 
N a t i o n a l Register 
o f H i s t o r i c Places 
Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o nal Park Service 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Cole: 

Enclosed i s the r e v i s e d nomination of the L i t t l e 
Campus t o the Na t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places. 
We hope t h a t i t meets w i t h your approval and t h a t 
i t w i l l be accepted. 

Receipt o f the o r i g i n a l submission o f t h i s nomination 
was acknowledged by the s t a f f of the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places on January 3, 1974. The r e t u r n o f 
t h i s submission f o r r e v i s i o n was not received by our 
s t a f f u n t i l J u l y 22, 1974. Consequently, we t r u s t t h a t 
another delay o f s i x months w i l l n ot be r e q u i r e d f o r 
a c t i o n on t h i s r e v i s e d nomination. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
State H i s t o r i c 
Preservation O f f i c e r 

by: 

Duncan G. Muckelroy 
H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Coordinator 

TL/DGM/pbs 
Enclosures 
cc: Congressman J. J< P i c k l e 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER R̂ C 

STATE ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Date Entered AUG 1 3 1974 

Name Loca t ion 

Little Ciirnyi 
Travis County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. John G. Tover 
•MB. tlcqrd U. Bentsen 
Hon. J.J.(J8k8) PlclOe 
Regional Director, Southwest 

Region 
PR MMOTT/klm 8/19/7'+ 

State Historic Preserrstlon Officer 
Mr. Truett Letlnier 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historicsl Survey Coonittee 
Post Office Box 1P276 
Capitol Station 
kmtln, Tazas 73711 


