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S T A T E ; 

Texas 
C O U N T Y : 

T r a v i s 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

JUL 2 2 
! . NAME 

C O M M O N : 

B r i z e n d i n e Baa t e n . House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

507 West 1 1 t h 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

1 0 — J . J . P i c k l e 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O D E C O U N T Y ; 

T r a v i s 
C O D E S T A T E 

T e x a s 048 

C O U N T Y ; 

T r a v i s 453 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

SI Public 
• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P rocess 

[ 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

1 1 Occup ied 

1 [ U n o c c u p i e d 

1 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

J U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

UJ 

l i J 

PRESENI^T USE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

I 1 Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

[ 1 I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

m P r i v a t e Res idence 

[ I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

m Tronsportatlon 

^ Other (Specify) 

o f f i c e s 

r~| Comments 

2 [A. OWNER OF PROPERTY" 
O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

T r a v i s County 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

RECEIVEQ X 
''£8 2 5 1974 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; = NATIONAL 
Texa^A REGISTER C 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRfPTiON 
M R 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

T r a v i s County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n Texas 048 
6. ftEf»RE5gNTATI0N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; • Fede ra l • State I I Coun ty E L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

P . O . B o x 12276 C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 

S T A T E ; 

T e x a s 
C O D E C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 

S T A T E ; 

T e x a s 048 

o 
Z 
Tl 

o 



C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t Good 

( C h e c k One) 

I I Fa i r • De te r i o ro ted O Ruins [~1 Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved Or i g i no l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The small, vernacular limestone house b u i l t by John 
Brizendine i s a modest, two s t o r y , f o u r bay composition. 
A stone chimney protrudes from the East side of the low 
hipped r o o f . The roof i t s e l f i s made of standing-seam 
t i n and i t r e s t s upon a cyma r e c t a cornice moulding. 
Simple brackets support the overhanging eaves. The windows 
have s i x - o v e r - s i x l i g h t s and are crowned by stone, segmental 
arched l i n t e l s . 

I n plan, the Brizendine house i s only one room deep; 
a one-story frame L - a d d i t i o n has subsequently been removed. 
Each of the two p r i n c i p l e rooms have s i n g l e entrance doors. 
This coupling of the two entrances i n the center of the 
b u i l d i n g gives the house an e x t e r i o r appearance of a double 
residence. The pla n , however evidences t h a t the Brizendine-
Easton house was always a s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g . A s t a i r ­
way i n the east chamber leads t o the second f l o o r , which i n 
plan repeats the downstairs arrangement. The two s i n g l e 
c e n t r a l doors w i t h transoms, each open i n t o one of the two 
rooms on the ground f l o o r . 

The o v e r - a l l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the Brizendine-Easton house 
i s p r i m a r i l y i n i t s s i m p l i c i t y and modesty. I t was n e i t h e r 
an exc e p t i o n a l s t y l e or s i z e , at the time of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
For the same reasons, l i t t l e has been done t o preserve homes 
of t h i s type; t h e r e f o r e , the Brizendine-Easton house i s 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e of a fa s t - d i s a p p e a r i n g type of home once 
common t o Austin's c a p i t o l area. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 HD 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

K 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

X I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

^ Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ 1 Educa t i on 

1 I Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

i I I nven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

n M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

1 ^ Sc ience 

1 I Scu lp ture 

[ 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

[71 Theate r 

] T ranspo r t a t i on 

Q Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

u 
=) 
a: 

LU 

u 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The n a t u r a l stone, two-story cottage b u i l t by John 
Brizendine over 100 years ago, appeared i n the f i r s t c i t y 
d i r e c t o r y of A u s t i n i n 1872. Brizendine, who worked 
v a r i o u s l y as a m i l l e r , carpenter, and machinist, was l i s t e d 
by the d i r e c t o r y as r e s i d i n g i n the house on Mesquite 
S t r e e t ( l a t e r changed t o 11th St.) between Nueces and 
San Antonio. This l i s t i n g remained unchanged through the 
year 1914. 

I n 1916, the house was l i s t e d as the residence of 
Catherine Brizendine, widow of John R. However, the 
records f o r 1922 show the house t o have been vacant. From 
1924 t o 1927, Charles Cross, owner of the C.H. Cross 
F u r n i t u r e Co., was l i s t e d as t h e occupant at 507 West 11th 

I n 1928, Mrs. E l i z a b e t h Gordon moved t o Au s t i n from 
the mountain region of Tennessee w i t h her daughter and 
two sons. Mrs. B e t t i e Easton, the daughter of Mrs. Gordon 
said t h a t her mother bought the house i n t h a t year, and 
t h a t a wooden a d d i t i o n was b u i l t then, t o serve as an a r t 
s t u d i o . Mrs. Gordon and her daughter were l i s t e d i n the 
c i t y d i r e c t o r y of 1930 as being i n the a d v e r t i s i n g b u s i ­
ness, and from 1935 t o 1939, as being i n i n t e r i o r decorat­
ing and sales. 

The house remained i n possession of the Gordon f a m i l y 
through 1972. I t acquired the name Easton House or 
Brizendine-Easton House because Mrs. Gordon's daughter 
B e t t i e purchased the house a f t e r marrying Thomas Easton. 
B e t t i e Easton bought the house from Mrs. Margaret L. 
Gordon i n 1966, and rented out p o r t i o n s of i t u n t i l she 
so l d the f a m i l y home t o Tra v i s County i n 197 2. 

Unlike the large mansions nearby, the Brizendine-
Easton house i s an example of the few remaining e a r l y 
"workingman's homes" i n A u s t i n . Constructed of n a t u r a l , 
hand-cut stone, i t t y p i f i e s a more p r a c t i c a l , unadorned 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet # 1) 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 1 

S T A T E 

Texas 
C O U N T Y 

Trav i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number all entries) 

S t y l e of the mid-19th century which i s f a s t disappearing. 
I n 1973, the Travis County Commissioner's Court had 

opted t o raze the s t r u c t u r e t o make room f o r three a d d i t i o n a l 
parking spaces f o r the new courthouse annex. However, Au s t i n 
c i t i z e n s , led by the Travis County H i s t o r i c a l Committee, 
persuaded the county commissioners not t o destroy the land­
mark. The A u s t i n Heritage Society donated $5,000 toward 
r e s t o r a t i o n of the home. The Travis County Bar Ass o c i a t i o n 
received permission t o lease the house f o r o f f i c e use and also 
c o n t r i b u t e d $5,000. ( I t w i l l be paid back t o them i n the form 
of s u b s t a n t i a l l y reduced r e n t . ) Thus, an important p a r t of 
Austin's h i s t o r y w i l l be able t o continue i t s u s e f u l l n e s s . 

GPO 921-7 24 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Austin American, November 21, 1972 
Austin American Statesman, December 2, 1972 
A u s t i n American Statesman, August 4, 1973 
Austin American, September 7, 1973 
Austin American Statesman, September 29, 1973 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E ?  

D E F I N I N G T H t i C t N T Z R P O I N T O F A P H O P E R T Y  

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

30 16 25 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y ; 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

97 44 46 

( L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O L M + T V B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y ; 

COUNTY; ' 

FtB 2 51974 
NATIONAL 
REGISTEK 

FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND TITLE; Gary L . Hume, Project Director  
Bud Paul i s sen , Research Ass i s tant 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 2-20-74 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

P.O. Box 12276 Capi to l Stat ion 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTtFlCAT ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordine to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of signific^rtce of this nomination : 

National f \~^ ^^k^ D 

Name 

Truett Latimer 
Title State H i s t o r i c Preservat ion 

O f f i c e r 

Date February 20. 1974 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Date 

er Of National Kegis 
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PROPERTY (t^KJ^^Y^.Al-rJi^ -^—J^L gi'̂ ĵ • ?b^tv^X. STATE V^^A^ 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 
PHOTOS 

MAPS _y_ 

CONTROL REVIEW 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Regi . te . en t .y l ^ y t . 3 / ^ 7 0 -

Send-back 

Re-submit _ 

Entered JUL 2 2 1974 
I N T : t S 3 8 - 7 3 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| l . NAME 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O U N T Y 

T r a v i s 
FOR NFS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

JUL 2 2 1974 

Brizendine-Easton House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 
507 W e s t 1 1 t h 

=> C I T Y O R T O W N : 

D:: A u s t i n 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y ; C O D E 

T e x a s 048 T r a v i s 453 

UJ 

LU 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L . M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

•fr U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING O F F I C E : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 ^ 





'*••.•;••••' 
Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 7 6 

A p r i l 17, 1974 

Carolyn S h u l l 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service . 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Carolyn: 

I n regard t o our N a t i o n a l Register submission, the 
Brizendine-Easton House i n Travis county, would 
you please change the name t o read simply the 
Brizendine House. We request t h i s change as i t 
i s the name most accepted l o c a l l y . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Ĉ Ary L/ ' Hume, D i r e c t o r 
N a t i o n a l Register Programs 

f o r Texas 

GLH/dra 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered JUL 2 2 

Name Location 

i:rizendiuc uonae Austin 
Travis County 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. B«ttta«n 
Hon. J.J. (J«k«) Plckl* 

Stnta Historie Praaarvation Officar 
Mr. Truett Latiaar 
Exaeutiva Director 
Taxsa State Kiatorical Survey Coanittee 

Regional Director, Southwest Region ^f"®* 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Taxaa 78711 

PR MMOTT: pi 7/23/74 


