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7. Description continued.

The three-story structure is raised over a full basement
with servant's quarters, laundry room, wine storage room, and
room for dry cool storage. The basement area is completed by
a five foot walkway encircling the basement rooms. The first
floor has four large rooms designed as the family living area,
while the second floor contains the bedrooms. The third
floor serves as the recreational area containing a ballroom with
banistered balcony for musicians, card room, billiard room, bar
and a meditation room.

The interior rooms have beautifully hand carved woodwork
as in the beaded ceilings, turned bannisters and stairway detailsg,
wainscoting, and walnut doors and windows. Engraved, solid
brass hardware and leaded stained and jeweled glass were used
throughout the house. An interesting feature is the use of
narrow doors, one-third the size of standard doors, in the bay
projections of the first and second floors. These act as door-
ways or ventilators as well as an unusual decorative architecturgl
feature.

When Oscar Seaquist bought the house in 1919 he hired Richand
Grosse to complete the unfinished third floor, in addition to
replacing the first floor gallery and the iron water tank. Mr.
and Mrs. Garner Seaquist repaired and restored the house begin=
ning in 1972, enclosing two portions of the first floor porch
for bathrooms and closing the back stairway on the third floor
to install a bar. These few changes are the only alterati
from Eg4M. Reynold's original plan for the house

GPO 921.724
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7. Description continued.

The three-story structure is raised over a full basement
with servant's quarters, laundry room, wine storage room, and
room f6r dry cool storage. The basement area is completed by
a five foot walkway encircling the basement rooms. The first
floor has four large rooms designed as the family living area,
while the second floor contains the bedrooms. The third
floor serves as the recreational area containing a ballroom with
banistered balcony for musicians, card room, billiard room, bar
and a meditation room.

The interior rooms have beautifully hand carved woodwork
as in the beaded ceilings, turned bannisters and stairway detaild,
wainscoting, and walnut doors and windows. Engraved, solid
brass hardware and leaded stained and jeweled glass were used
throughout the house. An interesting feature is the use of
narrow doors, one-third the size of standard doors, in the bay
projections of the first and second floors. These act as door-
ways or ventilators as well as an unusual decorative architecturdgl
feature.

When Oscar Seaquist bought the house in 1919 he hired Richand
Grosse to complete the unfinished third floor, in addition to
replacing the first floor gallery and the iron water tank. Mr.
and Mrs. Garner Seaquist repaired and restored the house begin=
ning in 1972, enclosing two portions of the first floor porch
for bathrooms and closing the back stairway on the third floor
to install a bar. These few changes are the only alterati
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The nineteenth century architecture of Mason, Texas,

(see National Register Submission: Mason Historic District,
March, 1974), has a unique masonry tradition, for after

Fort Mason was abandoned in 1869, the city used the sandstone
of the Fort's structures as material for their town buildings.
In addition, the abundance of local sandstone quarries assured
the continued availability of the material. Most of the late
nineteenth century private residences are L-shaped or T-shaped
Victorian cottages. Towering above the modest one-story
residences, however, is the three-story Seaquist home, Mason's
most outstanding Victorian mansion.

A Methodist minister, Thomas Broad, first built a two-
story stone house on this property c. 1887. The house changed
hands twice between 1889 and 1891 and was finally purchased
by E. M. Reynolds. Having just purchased a large portion of
shares in the new Citizens National Bank, later known as the
First National Bank, Reynolds moved to Mason from New York
in May, 1891. His official position with the bank was that
of Cashier. Reynolds hired an architect/builder, Richard E.
Grosse, and immediately began expanding the house. He tore
down most of the original Broad home, but used the beautiful
hand carved stone, displaying roses, grapes, tulips, stars
and parrots, done by Mr. Broad.

Grosse, whose father and grandfather had both been archi-
tects, was born in Germany in 1860. He, too, received an
architectural license after studying at the State Architectura
School of Dresden, Germany, from 1877-1882. 1In 1883 at the
urging of a friend in Texas, Grosse decided to apply his talen
in the German-settled hill country of Texas. In 1887 he
founded R. Grosse Lumber Yard in Mason and the enterprise is
still owned and maintained by his descendants. Grosse served

(See Continuation Sheet # 2)
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as the town builder and architect for a number of private resi-
dences, schools, and churches in Mason and the surrounding com-
munities of Art and Hilda. His craftsmanship, however, was
most creatively expressed in the Seaquist House.

Reynolds' association with the bank was terminated c. 1898
and he left Mason. His wife and four children continued to
reside in the house until Oscar Seaquist purchased it in 1919.

In 1880 Oscar E. Seaquist was born Oscar Edward Johnson
Sjokvist in Oslo, Sweden. The son of a prosperous middle class
family, his father disowned him when he chose to apprentice as
a bootmaker. Immediately following his apprenticeship, Oscar
Sjokvist was drafted into the Swedish army. The young man
was unhappy with army life and after a dispute with an officer,
he left for the United States. Arriving in Galveston in 1901,
he began working his way across Texas. While working as a farm

laborer in Round Rock the same year, Sjokvist heard that a boot-
maker in Mason needed a craftsman. He left for Mason immediatel]

and began working for Mr. Christerson and within a year the

Swedish newcomer bought the business. His reputation as a boot-
maker eventually spread far beyond the small community of Mason.

In 1905 Sjokvist married Ada Garner of Mason and they soon
Americanized the spelling of their name to Seaquist. 1In 1919
Seaquist bought the home of Mrs. E. M. Reynolds. Because Mr.
Reynolds had never completed some of the original plans, parti-
cularly on the third floor, Seaquist finished the interior work
and made several repairs. Oscar Seaquist died din 1933, but
Mrs. Seaquist resided in the home until her death in 1972.
Presently, the house is owned by Seaquist Incorporated--Garner
E. Seaquist, Michael E. Seaquist and Jack L. Seaquist. Garner,
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Seaquist, and his wife presently
occupy the home.

The Seaquist House stands apart as Mason's largest and most

elaborate Victorian home.cfﬁhe three-story house was originally
buil¢ by E. M. Reynolds, a wealthy banker, and completed by
Oscar Seaquist, a man probably anxious to display his success
as a bootmakQ;;to his estranged family. The house expresses
the ambition of the men who lived here as well as the quality

of local craftsmanship. The Seaquist House represents an impor-

tant architectural landmark for the city.
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