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7. D e s c r i p t i o n continued. 

The t h r e e - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e i s ra i s e d over a f u l l basement 
w i t h servant's q u a r t e r s , laundry room, wine storage room, and 
room f o r dry cool storage. The basement area i s completed by 
a f i v e f o o t walkway e n c i r c l i n g the basement rooms. The f i r s t 
f l o o r has fou r large rooms designed as the f a m i l y l i v i n g area, 
wh i l e the second f l o o r contains the bedrooms. The t h i r d 
f l o o r serves as the r e c r e a t i o n a l area c o n t a i n i n g a ballroom w i t h 
b a n i s t e r e d balcony f o r musicians, card room, b i l l i a r d room, bar 
and a m e d i t a t i o n room. 

The i n t e r i o r rooms have b e a u t i f u l l y hand carved woodwork 
as i n the beaded c e i l i n g s , turned bannisters and stairway d e t a i l 
wainscoting, and walnut doors and windows. Engraved, s o l i d 
brass hardware and leaded stained and jeweled glass were used 
throughout the house. An i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e i s the use of 
narrow doors, o n e - t h i r d the size of standard doors, i n the bay 
p r o j e c t i o n s of the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . These act as door­
ways or v e n t i l a t o r s as w e l l as an unusual decorative a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
f e a t u r e . 

When Oscar Seaquist bought the house i n 1919 he h i r e d Richaijd 
Grosse t o complete the u n f i n i s h e d t h i r d f l o o r , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
re p l a c i n g the f i r s t f l o o r g a l l e r y and the i r o n water tank. Mr. 
and Mrs. Garner Seaquist r e p a i r e d and restored the house begin­
ning i n 1972, enclosing two p o r t i o n s of the f i r s t f l o o r porch 
f o r bathrooms and c l o s i n g the back stairway on the t h i r d f l o o r 
t o i n s t a l l a bar. These few changes are the only a l t e r a t i 
from Ê M. Reynold's o r i g i n a l p l a n f o r the house 
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7. D e s c r i p t i o n continued. 

The t h r e e - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e i s r a i s e d over a f u l l basement 
w i t h servant's q u a r t e r s , laundry room, wine storage room, and 
room f o r dry cool storage. The basement area i s completed by 
a f i v e f o o t walkway e n c i r c l i n g the basement rooms. The f i r s t 
f l o o r has four large rooms designed as the f a m i l y l i v i n g area, 
while the second f l o o r contains the bedrooms. The t h i r d 
f l o o r serves as the r e c r e a t i o n a l area c o n t a i n i n g a ballroom w i t h 
banistered balcony f o r musicians, card room, b i l l i a r d room, bar 
and a me d i t a t i o n room. 

The i n t e r i o r rooms have b e a u t i f u l l y hand carved woodwork 
as i n the beaded c e i l i n g s , turned bannisters and stairway d e t a i l s 
wainscoting, and walnut doors and windows. Engraved, s o l i d 
brass hardware and leaded stained and jeweled glass were used 
throughout the house. An i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e i s the use of 
narrow doors, o n e - t h i r d the size of standard doors, i n the bay 
p r o j e c t i o n s of the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . These act as door­
ways or v e n t i l a t o r s as w e l l as an unusual decorative a r c h i t e c t u r 
f e a t u r e . 

When Oscar Seaquist bought the house i n 1919 he h i r e d Richaijd 
Grosse t o complete the u n f i n i s h e d t h i r d f l o o r , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
rep l a c i n g the f i r s t f l o o r g a l l e r y and the i r o n water tank. Mr. 
and Mrs. Garner Seaquist r e p a i r e d and restored the house begin­
ning i n 1972, enclosing two p o r t i o n s of the f i r s t f l o o r porch 
f o r bathrooms and c l o s i n g the back stairway on the t h i r d f l o o r 
t o i n s t a l l a bar. These few changes are the only a l t e r a t i 
from Ê M. Reynold's o r i g i n a l p l a n f o r the house 
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AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

~\ P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

[ I Communi ca t i ons 

\ [ C o n s e r v a t i o n 

r n Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

[71 I nven t i on 

[ 1 L a n d s c a p e 

Arc ln i tec ture 

[ 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

(~| Sc ience 

I \ Scu lp tu re 

r~| S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

I I T h e a t e r 

] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The nineteenth century a r c h i t e c t u r e of Mason, Texas, 
(see National Register Submission: Mason H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 
March, 1974), has a unique masonry t r a d i t i o n , f o r a f t e r 
F o r t Mason was abandoned i n 1869, the c i t y used the sandstone 
of the Fort's s t r u c t u r e s as m a t e r i a l f o r t h e i r town b u i l d i n g s . 
I n a d d i t i o n , the abundance of l o c a l sandstone q u a r r i e s assured 
the continued a v a i l a b i l i t y of the m a t e r i a l . Most of the l a t e 
nineteenth century p r i v a t e residences are L-shaped or T-shaped 
V i c t o r i a n cottages. Towering above the modest one-story 
residences, however, i s the t h r e e - s t o r y Seaquist home. Mason's 
most outstanding V i c t o r i a n mansion. 

A Methodist m i n i s t e r , Thomas Broad, f i r s t b u i l t a two-
s t o r y stone house on t h i s p r o p e r t y c. 1887. The house changed 
hands twice between 1889 and 1891 and was f i n a l l y purchased 
by E. M. Reynolds. Having j u s t purchased a large p o r t i o n of 
shares i n the new C i t i z e n s N a t i o n a l Bank, l a t e r known as the 
F i r s t N a t ional Bank, Reynolds moved t o Mason from New York 
i n May, 1891. His o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n w i t h the bank was t h a t 
of Cashier. Reynolds h i r e d an a r c h i t e c t / b u i l d e r , Richard E. 
Grosse, and immediately began expanding the house. He t o r e 
down most of the o r i g i n a l Broad home, but used the b e a u t i f u l 
hand carved stone, d i s p l a y i n g roses, grapes, t u l i p s , s t a r s 
and p a r r o t s , done by Mr. Broad. 

Grosse, whose f a t h e r and grandfather had both been a r c h i ­
t e c t s , was born i n Germany i n 1860. He, too, received an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l i c e n s e a f t e r studying at the State A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
School o f Dresden, Germany, from 1877-1882. I n 1883 at the 
urging of a f r i e n d i n Texas, Grosse decided t o apply h i s talenfts 
i n the German-settled h i l l country of Texas. I n 1887 he 
founded R. Grosse Lumber Yard i n Mason and the e n t e r p r i s e i s 
s t i l l owned and maintained by h i s descendants. Grosse served 

(See GDntinuation Sheet # 2) 



Form ]J^300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

AUG 2 2 1974 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) # 2 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O U N T Y 

Mason 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

S i g n i f i c a n c e continued. 

as the town b u i l d e r and a r c h i t e c t f o r a number o f p r i v a t e r e s i ­
dences, schools, and churches i n Mason and the surrounding com­
munities of A r t and H i l d a . His craftsmanship, however, was 
most c r e a t i v e l y expressed i n the Seaquist House. 

Reynolds' a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the bank was terminated c. 1898 
and he l e f t Mason. His w i f e and four c h i l d r e n continued t o 
reside i n the house u n t i l Oscar Seaquist purchased i t i n 1919. 

I n 1880 Oscar E. Seaquist was born Oscar Edward Johnson 
S j o k v i s t i n Oslo, Sweden. The son of a prosperous middle class 
f a m i l y , h i s f a t h e r disowned him when he chose t o apprentice as 
a bootmaker. Immediately f o l l o w i n g h i s apprenticeship, Oscar 
S j o k v i s t was d r a f t e d i n t o the Swedish army. The young man 
was unhappy w i t h army l i f e and a f t e r a dispute w i t h an o f f i c e r , 
he l e f t f o r the United States. A r r i v i n g i n Galveston i n 1901, 
he began working h i s way across Texas. While working as a farm 
laborer i n Round Rock the same year, S j o k v i s t heard t h a t a boot 
maker i n Mason needed a craftsman. He l e f t f o r Mason immediateljy 
and began working f o r Mr. Christerson and w i t h i n a year the 
Swedish newcomer bought the business. His r e p u t a t i o n as a boot­
maker e v e n t u a l l y spread f a r beyond the small communLty of Mason. 
I n 1905 S j o k v i s t married Ada Garner o f Mason and they soon 
Americanized the s p e l l i n g of t h e i r name t o Seaquist. I n 1919 
Seaquist bought the home of Mrs. E. M. Reynolds. Because Mr. 
Reynolds had never completed some of the o r i g i n a l plans, p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y on the t h i r d f l o o r , Seaquist f i n i s h e d the i n t e r i o r work 
and made several r e p a i r s . Oscar Seaquist died i n 1933, but 
Mrs. Seaquist resided i n the home u n t i l her death i n 1972. 
Presently, the house i s owned by Seaquist Incorporated—Garner 
E. Seaquist, Michael E. Seaquist and Jack L. Seaquist. Garner, 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Seaquist, and h i s w i f e p r e s e n t l y 
occupy the home. 

The Seaquist House stands apart as Mason's l a r g e s t and most 
elaborate V i c t o r i a n home. ̂ The t h r e e - s t o r y house was o r i g i n a l l y 
b u i l t by E. M. Reynolds, a wealthy banker, and completed by 
Oscar Seaquist, a man probably anxious t o d i s p l a y h i s success 
as a bootmakerl t o h i s estranged f a m i l y . The house expresses 
the ambition o f the men who l i v e d here as w e l l as the q u a l i t y 
of l o c a l craftsmanship. The Seaquist House represents an impor­
t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark f o r the c i t y . 
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COMMON: Reynolds-Seaquist House 
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