
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E ; 

Texas 
C O U N T V : 

E l l i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

MAY 3 1974 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Waxahachie Chautauqua B u i l d i n g 

2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Getzendaner Park 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Waxahachie 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

6 — C l i n C. Teaaue 
S T A T E 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T V : 

E l l i s 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Texas 048 
C O U N T V : 

E l l i s 139 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One; 

• Distr ict g Building 

• S i t e Q S t r u c t u r e 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

S Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process 

Being Considered 

STATUS 

I I Occupied 

1 1 Unoccupied 

Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

^ Restricted 

[ 1 Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r o ! 

[ 7 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ 3 ^ E n t e r t o i n m e n f 

r~] G o v e r n m e n t 

Q I n d u s t r i a l 

• Mil i tory 

1 1 Museum 

( 1 Privote Residence 

I 1 Religious 

[71 Scientif ic 

I I Transportation D Comments 

Other (Specify) 

Can be used f o r any 
p u b l i c meet ings. 

[ 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 

— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

UJ 
C i t y o f W a x a h a c h i e 

UJ S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

UJ 104 E l m S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

W a x a h a c h i e T e x a s 048 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Deed records . County C l e r k ' s O f f i c e 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Courthouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Waxahachie 
REPRESENTATION fN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 75165 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : ] Federol • State 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

o 
Z 
T ] 
in 

C 

.-n 

O 
Z 



|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good g 9 Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d g ) Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved I S Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The b u i l d i n g i s octagonal i n basic shape, w i t h a rec
tangular stage being attached t o the South p a r t of the e i g h t -
sided s t r u c t u r e . The doors (large hinged windows) which 
occur on seven sides of the b u i l d i n g (not i n c l u d i n g stage 
area) are s i m i l a r i n s t r u c t u r e , w i t h the doors simply having 
a lower s i l l and steps. These apertures when open allow the 
b u i l d i n g t o be an open a i r s t r u c t u r e except f o r the roof and 
columns. i t has a stage w i t h dressing areas, but no restroom 
f a c i l i t i e s , on the South side of the s t r u c t u r e . The i n t e r i o r 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g , having wood panels i n the c e i l i n g f o l l o w i n g 
the octagonal shape, f u l l permanent seating f o r 2500 on wood 
chairs (wood f l o o r s ) , and having at one time had a b e a u t i f u l 
and ornate hand-painted canvas c u r t a i n f o r the stage. The 
only e x t e r i o r ornamentation i s a scalloped t r i m along the 
edge of the eves. The s t r u c t u r e i s very d i s t i n c t i v e i n 
appearance and i s very impressive i n t h a t i t dominates the 
landscape i n i t s p a r t of town being located i n a se4"veral 
acre park. The b u i l d i n g i s of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n and i t 
s t i l l has the o r i g i n a l e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g and p i p i n g f o r gas 
heaters. I t s present appearance i s i d e n t i c a l w i t h the o r i g i n a l 
appearance, except f o r normal d e t e r i o r a t i o n . A small p l a t f o r 4 
has been added t o one of the columns t o be used f o r photo
graphy, and improved stage l i g h t i n g has been added; otherwise 

no changes or a d d i t i o n s have been made, 

^''^mii A 
DEC 1 1 1973 iC61 
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E SIGNIFICANCE 

o 

u 

a: 

u 
I/O 

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Q P r e - C o l u m b i o n ; • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

20 th Century 

SPEC I Fl C D A T E I S l ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) B u l l t i n J u l y 1 9 0 2 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

S Art 

I I Commerce 

j \ Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

^ E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 

[ I I ndus t r y 

]] I n ven t i on 

L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

1 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i 

losophy 

J Sc ience 

3 Sculp ture 

I I Socio l / H u m o n . 

i t o r i o n 

g Thea te r 

] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

^ Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other ( S p e c i f y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t i n 1902 f o r use as a Chautauqua 
Auditorium. The Chautauqua movement was, o f course, an 
educational and entertainment program which o r i g i n a t e d i n 
Chautauqua, New York, i n the nineteenth century, and spread 
over a large p a r t of the n a t i o n . The ground upon which t h i s 
b u i l d i n g was b u i l t was used f o r area (a large p a r t of Texas) 
Chautauqua meetings f o r many years before t h i s s t r u c t u r e 
was b u i l t . Early meetings at t h i s l o c a t i o n were of a camp
ground meeting type. The s t r u c t u r e was used f o r Chautauqua 
programs u n t i l the end of Chautauqua i n t h i s area i n the l a t e 
1920's. I t has been used at a l l times f o r p u b l i c meetings 
such as high school graduation ceremonies, e t c . There were 
a number of noted speakers who spoke i n the b u i l d i n g f o r 
Chautauqua m e e t i n g s — W i l l i a m Jennings Bryan, John P h i l i p 
Sousa, W i l l Rogers, and many others. The Chautauqua meetings 
were i n the summer, u s u a l l y June, and u s u a l l y l a s t e d about 
two weeks. There were B i b l e study, educational programs, 
and entertainment programs. 

The s t r u c t u r e i s of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e as i t i s 
perhaps the only b u i l d i n g of i t s type which has survived. 
These wooden s t r u c t u r e s were by design vulnerable t o f i r e and 
t e r m i t e s , as w e l l as "progress". They apparently are not 
dup l i c a t e s of t h i s s t r u c t u r e . The Chautauqua Auditoriums are 
a b u i l d i n g type of which few examples; remain i n Texas. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y the b u i l d i n g i s of great i n t e r e s t , as i t 
i s a very unusual, but p r a c t i c a l design, being a wood octagonaL 
s t r u c t u r e which opens e n t i r e l y t o make an open a i r s t r u c t u r e , 
u n s u i t a b l e f o r a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g but r e a l l y very comfortable 
i n the summertime regardless. i t s appearance i s unique and 
very a t t r a c t i v e . 

This s t r u c t u r e i s of a r c h i t e c u l ^ a l and h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i 
ficance t o the Chautauqua movement. i t i s also of s i g n i f i c a n c e 
t o the educational and entertainment movements i n the Central 
Texas area during the e a r l y 1900's. 



[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Courthouse Records o f E l l i s County 

Waxahachie E n t e r p r i z e , 1902-1907 

Waxahachie D a i l y L i g h t , 1914-1925 

TO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L » T i T U n E A N D L O N G I ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h i . i L t r i T I i R P O I N I O F A p r c O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

32° 23' 40" 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

9e 51' 59" 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: A 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y 

p . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Gary L . Hume, P r o j e c t D i r ec to rC / ' ^ r i 11}^  
Ed Seegmi l l e r , C i t v Manager o f waxahachie 

OR G ANI Z A Tl ON 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission Dec. 7, 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

P.O. BOX 12276, C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R CfeRTIFICA I ION 

As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion A c t o f 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s proper ty fo r i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Reg is te r and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c - i t e r i a and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Hark Service . The recoinmended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e / ^ f th i s nomina t ion i s : 

N a t i o n a l • ^ State • 

Name 

TruetY Lat imer 
Title Shat-f^ H i s i - n r i r P r p s p r v a l - i nn 

O f f i c e r 

Date December 7, 1973 

S T A T E 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s proper ty is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis te r . 

Director, Ollice ot Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D i t e 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper <M The National Reii^kr 

Date 

•ir U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 

m 

n 



PROPERTY %tvjHlJia^cA<J-^ Cjia^jAaZt^i^,^^ f^^^^ST^E J^yk^ 

WORKING NUMBER / <̂  • /A 7 ^ - A ^ ^ / 

TECH REVIEW ^ , 
PHOTOS 

MAPS / 

/J 
HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN >iC-<^jm^ 

'ykULAj4<^^iu 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

R m W D N I I CHIEF ^ W i U u . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER ) 

National Register Write-up 
\^ni^^K (^•)C\ 

Register entry '^^juv^ ^ (^1^ Federal 

Send-back 

Re-submlt. 

Entered 
MAY 3 1374 

I N T - 1538-73 











on 

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O U N T Y 

E l l i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Waxahachie Chautauqua B u i l d i n g 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Getzendaner Park 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Waxahachie 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 
C O U N T Y : 

E l l i s 
-— 

139 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

UJ 

S O U R C E : 

USGS 7 . 5 ' s e r i e s , W a x a h a c h i e Q u a n d r a n g l e 
UJ SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 UJ 

O A T E : 1 9 6 1 DEC 111973 
4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S V " 

1. Property broundarles where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

TEXAS 
STATE 

Date Entered 3 

Name Location 

Waxahaehitt Chautauqua Sldg. Waxahaehla 
K l l l a County 

Also Notified 
Hon. John G. Tower ftata Hiatorle Praaarvation Offiear 
Has. Lloyd N. Bantaan Kr. Truatt Latlaar, Exacutlva Dlractor 
toa* Olln C. Toague Taxaa Stata Blatorleal Survay Coaalttaa 

Post Offlca Boa 12276 
Regional Director. South- Capitol Statloa 

vest Region Austin, Texas 79711 

PR MMott/row 5/14/74 



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

I . STATE APPLICATION l O E N H f l t R 

5-03-03098 

1. (Hesen-eil for use by State centrnl itiforiiiatioii receiition agency) 

3 GRANTOR o f e d e r o l o ^ e n c v 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g o n i z o l i o n o i un i t 

National Park Service 
c. Adfn in i» tenf»g o f f i ce —(1) N a m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e n - S t r e e t or P O Box 

18th and C Streets NW. 
Ci ty 

Washington 
Sto le 

DC 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER; o. C o d e 

48-75-00121-00 

b. Tit le Waxahachie Chautauqua Building Development, 
Phase I 

c. Purpose The octagonal-shaped auditorium, constructed i n 1902, i s perhaps the only 
"open a i r " building of i t s type to survive. Project work w i l l include extensive 
i n t e r i o r and exterior restoration 

5. GRANTEE: o. Nome 

Texas Mr. Truett Latimer, Exec. Dir., Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee, 
b. A d d r e i s —St ree t or P O. Bo« 

P.O.Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Ci ty 

Austin 
Sto le 

Texas 
Zip Code 

78711 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the tingle most applicable box) 

o. Stole b. Inter- c. County d. City 
• t o t e 

© • • • 

e. Schoo l 

d is t r i c t 

f. Spec ia l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n i z o t i o n 

• • • • 

i. Other 

• 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h Day 

75 03 26 

A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

75 04 

Doy 

10 

9 . EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h Doy 

75 04 10 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

78 

Doy 

09 
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action) 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u a t i o n c. S u p p l e m e n t o l d . C h o n g e in ex is t ing g r a n t 

g r a n t g r o n t g r a n t 

( iden t i fy agency i n item 16) (!) increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellotion (4) Increose(S) 
d u r o r i o n du roT icn 

• • • • • • 

(5) Decreoie'.J) 

• 
12. A M O U N T OF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . F e d e r o l - ( l ) b o i i c (2) S u p p l e m e n t o l 

» 37,477 .11 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DO.WESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PRC>GRA^^ (if none, clarify in item 16) 

b. S to le 

j49,371* 
c. Loco l 

$ 
a. P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

15.904 

d. Other 

i 

b. S u p p l e m e n t o l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

U . A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o . F v d e r o l B u d g e t Accoun ts 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b. Publ ic Lows PL T,tle 

89 
Sec PL Tiri . Sec. PL TiHe Sec. 

665 
C. U S. C o d e 16 U.S.C. 470 

15. FACILITY LOCATION (h'ur factlit it yrant actions only) 

o. City Getzendaner Park, Waxahachie b. C o u n t y E l l i s 

16. REMARKS 

*City of Waxahachie 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 

STANDARD FORM : 
June 1970 Bureou of ir.>' 
B o d g o i Circulor A - 9 8 
? 4 0 - 1 0 l 


