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. |pESCRrEE T
'\Qﬁ'“ afford Bank and Opera House 1886

The Stafford Building, a Second Empire style building
designed by noted architect Nicholas J. Clayton in 1886, was
originally built to house both the bank and the opera house.
This relatively large brick structure contains a lavish mixture
of architectural motifs typical of Clayton's major structures.
The Clayton architectural style combines high Victorian elements
with motifs derived from H. H. Richarqﬁon's work, which was
based loosely on the Romanesque style.

The bank, which was located on the first floor, faced the
town square.\\The main facade of the building (the Spring
street elevation) is divided by brick pilasters into three bays
Each of the bays is, in turn, divided into three sets of 14
feet high French doors opening onto the street. These groups
of doors are supported by semi-detached cast iron columns with
cast iron lintels supporting the upper floors.“™ The opera house
occupied the upper two floors which are handled on the facade
as though they were one tall story or piano nobile. This
element combined with the pediment projecting above the strong
cornice line gives the structure a sense of nobility and drama
which clearly identifies it as an opera house.

The fabric of the structure illustrates Clayton's mastery
in the design of brick structures. In this building he used
horizontal brick banding, bichrome brickwork in the rounded
and segmental architraves, inset brick panels and complex
architectural design. In addition the architectural detail is
combined and ordered into larger elements, or bays, such as the
three-part window compositions off the piano nobile, which are
two stairs in height. A false gable and parapet wall extend
beyond the cornice line. A round arch with carved voussoirs
alternating with brick segments as the opera house. This arch,
supported by columns of a composite order frames the three-part
roundheaded window composition of the central bay, and provides

a strong emphasis for the axial symmetry. A similar composition

with a gabled parapet, over a round arch which enframing a
two-part window composition marks the center bay of the seven-

part facade on the side street leading away from the town square

The Bank and Opera House building has a mansard roof with
a center deck. Unusual ventilating dormers, comprised of a
semicircular crown molding with a center projection of an

acreterialike motif and punch-work flower motifs screens, appear

on the rear and side elevations of the structure.

(see continuation sheet #1)
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All metal work for the interior columns of the first floor
columns, and lintels (basso-

as well as exterior thresholds,
The second

rilieve) were cast in the Galveston Foundry in 1886.

floor grand hall is spanned with heavy timber trusses. Grace-
fully curved metal canopies at the second floor level, covering
The

the brick walls, were an original part of the building.
bricks were hand made on the Quinn Walker place on Skull Creek,

near Columbus.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Stafford Opera House and Bank Buildieg was completed
in 1886 by R. E. (Bob) Stafford (1834-1890). Stafford was a
millionaire cattleman, banker, and industrialist. He erected
the Stafford Building at a cost of $50,000 plus an gdditional
$10,000 for the curtain, wings, and stage equipmen o1

The first floor housed the Stafford bank and the second
floor was intended as an opulent theater. The marble corner
stone set the style and tone for this remarkable Nicholas J.
Clayton composition. The upper left corner contains a steer's
head chiseled in relief with a lasso looped over its horns.
Beneath this, some criss-crossed lines resemble grass or hay;
and in the upper right corner, a hand holds a short piece of
rope. In the lower left corner, N. J. Clayton, architect,
has been etched, while in the lower right the name of J. F.
Tamon, Superintendent, appears. Diagonally across the center,
"R. E. Stafford's Building" is written and under it, the date
1886.

The Stafford Opera was the cultural center of the region
surrounding Columbus., The opera house held 1,000 seats with
600 on the floor and RO0 in the balcony. Its opening production
featured the famous Miss Lillian Russell in a play called
"As In a Looking Glass." Special trains brought people from
surrounding towns for the three-night run of Miss Russell's
play.

The opera house continued in use from 1886 to 1916. The
Opera House was in a circuit with Houston, Galveston, San
Antonio, Austin, Waco, Dallas, and El Paso, consequently a
large variety of the best plays and other forms of entertain-
ment that came to Texas were viewed in Columbus. Among the
nationally famous entertainers who appeared there were Al Jolson
Houdini and Creston Clarke in Hamlet.

Between theatrical performances the Opera House was used
by local citizens for school events, amateur plays, and dances.
The Opera House was closed in 1916 and the building was

(see continuation sheet #2)
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reopened in 1918 as the first Ford agency in Columbus. The
lower floor has continued in use as the Ford automobile
agency. The upper floor was used in the 1940's for a roller
skating business, and later, the stage area was converted to
six apartments.

In 1969, under the auspices of the John Everett chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution, the State Historical
Survey Committee placed an official Historical Medallion
on the "R. E. Stafford's Building," for the purpose of
commemorating is as a fine example of Victorian architecture|

At the present time, the structure has been purchased
by the Magnolia Homes Tours, Incorporated, of Columbus,
an historic preservation grant from the Office of Archeo-
logy and Historic Preservation is being requested to help
with the restoration of the structure.

Once restored, the Opera House will once again play a
prominent role in the cultural life of the community.

lO. W. Zumwalt. See Bibliography for information.
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Hon. Jude (J‘k‘) Pickle

Director, Southwest Region

Colorado County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey
Committee

Post Office Box 12276

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

! PHR NRowland:lmp 5-16-73



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION Do Not
\ Use
1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER \' 2. (Reserved for use by State central information reception agency) igend

48-74-00083-00.

3. GRANTOR: a. Federol agency

Department of the Interior

b. Organizational unit

National Park Service

¢. Administering office — (1) Name

ivision of Grants

(2) Address — Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code ]
18th and C Streets, NW Washington Do €L . 20240
4. FECERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code b. Title
48-74-00083-00 Stafford Bank and Opera House Development, Phase I

« Pupcse The 1886 Stafford Bamk and Opera House is an outstanding example of Second
Empire architecture in Texas designed by the renowned arthitect N. J. Clayton. The
structure will be restored to its 1886 appearance.

5. GRANTEE: a. Name Committee

TEXAS Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey /
b. Address — Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code

Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station Austin Texas 78711

6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)

a. State b. inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
state district unit action organization
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yecr Month Day Year Month Day Year Month Day Year Month Doy
1
7501 | 29 75 | 02 | 27 N 78 | 02 | 26
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)
a. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant
gront graont grant
(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in  (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) Increase($) (5) Decrease($)
duration duration

8 O O 5 | a ) Cl

12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Federal—(1) basic .(2) Suppiemental b. State c. Local d. Gther
s15,000 |s s 35,000% $ $
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE o. Program Number b. Supplemental Program Number
PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16)
15.904
14. AUTHORIZATION
o. Federal Budger Accounts 10-58-1040-0~1-405
b. Public Laws PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
89 665
6 U5 Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant actions only)
o. ¢y Columbus b.Cwnty  Calorado
16. REMARKS
*Magnolia Homes Tour, Inc.
STANDARD FORM 240
Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523 (139)-5054 ’ dune 1970 Bureau of the
Budget Circular A-98
240-101




