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(C t i eck One) 
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(C l i eck One) 
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R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

^ a f f o r d Bank and Opera House 1886 
The S t a f f o r d B u i l d i n g , a Second Empire s t y l e b u i l d i n g 

designed by noted a r c h i t e c t Nicholas J. Clayton i n 1885, was 
o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t t o house both the bank and the opera house. 
This r e l a t i v e l y large b r i c k s t r u c t u r e contains a l a v i s h mixture 
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l m o t i f s t y p i c a l of Clayton's major s t r u c t u r e s . 
The Clayton a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e corribines high V i c t o r i a n elements 
w i t h m o t i f s derived from H. H. Richarc^on's work, which was 
based l o o s e l y on the Romanesque s t y l e . 

The bank, which was located on the f i r s t f l o o r , faced the 
town square. ̂ The main facade o f the b u i l d i n g (the Spring 
s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n ) i s d i v i d e d by b r i c k p i l a s t e r s i n t o three bays 
Each of the bays i s , i n t u r n , d i v i d e d i n t o three sets o f 14 
f e e t high French doors opening onto the s t r e e t . These groups 
of doors are supported by semi-detached cast i r o n columns w i t h 
cast i r o n l i n t e l s s upporting the upper f l o o r s . ^ The opera house 
occupied the upper two f l o o r s which are handled on the facade 
as though they were one t a l l s t o r y or piano n o b i l e . This 
element combined w i t h the pediment p r o j e c t i n g above the strong 
cornice l i n e gives the s t r u c t u r e a sense o f n o b i l i t y and drama 
which c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e s i t as an opera house. 

The f a b r i c o f the s t r u c t u r e i l l u s t r a t e s Clayton's mastery 
i n the design o f b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s . In t h i s b u i l d i n g he used 
h o r i z o n t a l b r i c k banding, bichrome brickwork i n the rounded 
and segmental a r c h i t r a v e s , i n s e t b r i c k panels and complex 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l design. I n a d d i t i o n the a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i s 
combined and ordered i n t o l a r g e r elements, or bays, such as the 
th r e e - p a r t window compositions o f f the piano n o b i l e , which are 
two s t a i r s i n h e i g h t . A f a l s e gable and parapet w a l l extend 
beyond the cornice l i n e . A round arch w i t h carved voussoirs 
a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h b r i c k segments as the opera house. This arch, 
supported by columns o f a composite order frames the th r e e - p a r t 
roundheaded window composition of the c e n t r a l bay, and provides 
a strong emphasis f o r the a x i a l symmetry. A s i m i l a r compositio][i 
w i t h a gabled parapet, over a round arch which enframing a 
two-part window composition marks the center bay of the seven-
p a r t facade on the side s t r e e t leading away from the town squar^ 

The Bank and Opera House b u i l d i n g has a mansard roo f w i t h 
a center deck. Unusual v e n t i l a t i n g dormers, comprised of a 
se m i c i r c u l a r crown molding w i t h a center p r o j e c t i o n o f an 
a c r e t e r i a l i k e m o t i f and punch-work flower m o t i f s screens, appea|: 
on the rear and side e l e v a t i o n s o f the s t r u c t u r e , 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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A l l metal work f o r the i n t e r i o r columns of the f i r s t f l o o r 
as w e l l as e x t e r i o r thresholds, columns, and l i n t e l s (basso-
r i l i e v e ) were cast i n the Galveston Foundry i n 1886, The second 
f l o o r grand h a l l i s spanned w i t h heavy timber trusses. Grace­
f u l l y curved metal canopies at the second f l o o r l e v e l , covering 
the b r i c k w a l l s , were an o r i g i n a l p a r t of the b u i l d i n g . The 
b r i c k s were hand made on the Quinn Walker place on S k u l l Creek, 
near Columbus. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The S t a f f o r d Opera House and Bank B u i l d i n g was~"completed 
i n 1886 by R. E, (Bob) S t a f f o r d (1834-1890), S t a f f o r d was a 
m i l l i o n a i r e cattleman, banker, and i n d u s t r i a l i s t . He erected 
the S t a f f o r d B u i l d i n g a t a cost o f $50,000 plus an ^ d d i t i o n a l 
$10,000 f o r the c u r t a i n , wings, and stage equipment.1 

The f i r s t f l o o r housed the S t a f f o r d bank and the second 
f l o o r was intended as an opulent t h e a t e r . The marble corner 
stone set the s t y l e and tone f o r t h i s remarkable Nicholas J. 
Clayton composition. The upper l e f t corner contains a steer's 
head ch i s e l e d i n r e l i e f w i t h a lasso looped over i t s horns. 
Beneath t h i s , some criss-crossed l i n e s resemble grass or hay; 
and i n the upper r i g h t corner, a hand holds a s h o r t piece o f 
rope. I n the lower l e f t corner, N, J, Clayton, a r c h i t e c t , 
has been etched, w h i l e i n the lower r i g h t the name of J. F. 
Tamon, Superintendent, appears. Diagonally across the center, 
"R, E, S t a f f o r d ' s B u i l d i n g " i s w r i t t e n and under i t , the date 
1886, 

The S t a f f o r d Opera was the c u l t u r a l center o f the region 
surrounding Columbus,^ The opera house held 1,000 seats w i t h 
600 on the f l o o r and iOO i n the balcony. I t s opening production 
featured the famous Miss L i l l i a n Russell i n a play c a l l e d 
'As I n a Looking Glass," Special t r a i n s brought people from 
surrounding towns f o r the t h r e e - n i g h t run o f Miss Russell's 
play. 

The opera house continued i n use from 1886 t o 1916, The 
Opera House was i n a c i r c u i t w i t h Houston, Galveston, San 
Antonio, A u s t i n , Waco, Dal l a s , and E l Paso, consequently a 
large v a r i e t y o f the best plays and other forms o f e n t e r t a i n ­
ment t h a t came t o Texas were viewed i n Columbus, Among the 
a a t i o n a l l y famous e n t e r t a i n e r s who appeared there were A l Jolson 
Houdini and Oreston Clarke i n Hamlet. 

Between t h e a t r i c a l performances the Opera House was used 
by l o c a l c i t i z e n s f o r school events, amateur plays, and dances, 
Ihe Opera House was closed i n 1916 and the b u i l d i n g was 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Zumwalt, 0, A , , Columbus, Texas, Compiled and pub l i shed by  
The Colorado County C i t i z e n , 1935, 

O f f i c i a l Texas H i s t o r i c a l Marker f i l e , Texas State H i s t o r i c a l 
Survey Committee. 
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reopened i n 1918 as the f i r s t Ford agency i n Columbus. The 
lower f l o o r has continued i n use as the Ford automobile 
agency. The upper f l o o r was used i n the 1940's f o r a r o l l e r 
s k a t i n g business, and l a t e r , the stage area was converted to 
si x apartments. 

I n 1969, under the auspices of the John Everett chapter. 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the State H i s t o r i c a l 
Survey Committee placed an o f f i c i a l H i s t o r i c a l Medallion 
on the "R. E. S t a f f o r d ' s B u i l d i n g , " f o r the purpose of 
commemorating i s as a f i n e example of V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e 

At the present time, the s t r u c t u r e has been purchased 
by the Magnolia Homes Tours, Incorporated, of Columbus, 
an h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n grant from the O f f i c e of Archeo­
logy and H i s t o r i c Preservation i s being requested t o help 
w i t h the r e s t o r a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e . 

Once re s t o r e d , the Opera House w i l l once again play a 
prominent r o l e i n the c u l t u r a l l i f e of the community. 

•'"O. W. Zumwalt. See Bib l i o g r a p h y f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

'\i 
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Date Entered 
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The Stafford Bank and Opera House 1886 Columbue 
Colorado County 
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Hon. LLoyd M. Bentsen, Jr. 
Hon. J.J. (Jake) Pickle 

Director, Southwest Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latiaer 
Sbcecutive Director 
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Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

^PHR NRowlandrlmp 5-16-73 



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION Do N o t 

U M 

This 

S p o c . 
I . STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFiE* 

48-74-nnoa3-̂ xio 
2. f/iVseiTeri f o r use by State central information reception aijeucy) 

3. GRANTOR: o Federo i o g e n c y 

Departnent of the I n t e r i o r 
b. Crgornzational unit 

National Park Servir.e 
C. AoTi in ts fenng of f ice — ( i ) N a m e 

D i v i s i o n of Grants 
( 2 / A d d r e s s - S t r e e t or F.O Box 

18th and C. S f r p e t s , NW 
4. FECERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a . C o d e 

48-74-00083-00 

City 

Washing^ton^ D- C. 

Zip C o d e 

^024CL 

Stafford Bank and Opera House Development, Phase I 

c. Purpcse 1886 Stafford Bank and Opera House i s an' outstanding example of Second 
Empire architecture i n Texas designed by the renowned a r t h i t e c t N. J. Clayton. The 
structure w i l l be restored to i t s 1886 appearance. 

5. GŜ îTEE: a. Name Committee 
TEXAS Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey / 

b. Address - SrreaT or P.O. Sox 

Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
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78711 
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12. AMOUNT CF CONTRIBUTION 
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b. Sto te 

J 35,000* 
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i 

d. Other 

$ 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM 1 if none, clarify in item 16) 

O- P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

15.904 

b. S u p p f e m e n t a l P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

14. AUTHORIZATION 

o. Federal B ' jdge! Accoun ts 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b, Ptc i ic Lows PL Title Sec. 

89 665 
PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec. 

C. U S. Code 16 U.S.C. 470 
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (t'ur facility grant actions only) 

0. c.ty Columbus b. County Colorado 

16. Rt.'.VARKS 

*Magnolia Homes Tour , I n c . 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523 (139)-5054 
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