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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ‘5 . b
The leschfeld House is a twelve room Victorian Man51oq
with certain stylistic relationships with the Eastlake style.
The two-story main block of the house is constructed of smooth-
faced limestone blocks with strongly-raked horizontal joints
between courses of stone. The structure contains a profusion
of decorated stonework including a belt course directly below
the lintels on the second story, carved trumeaus between the

paired windows, and nearly every lintel contains incised
rosettes and foliated decorative elements.

CONDITION

115

The decorative elements of the house are its most distinctive
and unique feature. Perhaps the owner's German heritage was
influential in designing the architectural decorations of this
maverick mansion, for the decorations follow none of the
popular styles of the Victorian era. The residence has a one
story gallery with ballustrated deck encompassing the main
facade and extending across both side elevations. The porch
has a turned post with flat brackets of an organic design
with cut-out curvilinear elements. The spandral repeats the
curvilinear motif with a series of flat, cut-out fan-shaped
elements. The cornice is undoubtedly one of the most unique
elements of the composition. This element extends in an
unbroken plane across the facade, disregarding recessions
or changes in the surface of the wall. There is no cornice
on the flanking walls of the gabled square bays. However, a
punch-work cornice extends across the bays, projecting from the
wall and leaving a void section between the cornice and the
curved, bracket-like bargeboards of the gable. The cornice is
terminated by rectilinear pendents on each end. The main
facade is a symmetrical composition with two projecting square
bays and recessed central entrance. Corner fireplace in the
two principle chambers cause the walls flanking the doorway to
be battened at a forty-five degree angle.
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The mansion has a central hall plan with two rooms on each
side of the hall. A cross hall connects to a side entrance
on the North (9th Street) facade. A two-story brick service
wing extends from the southwest corner of the structure. In the
central hall of the mansion there is a free-standing staircase
which ascends with a single flight of stairs, and then separates
at the landing to form a double stairway returning along the
walls. The stair hall is lighted by a stained glass window.
The room arrangement is typical of late nineteenth century
with corner fireplaces and large double sliding doors which
allow the spaces to be opened into suites of rooms.

- (see continuation sheet #1)
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Ceiling heights are thirteen feet throughout the house. The
living room and dining room have heavy cornices and ceilings
of simulated steel in an "Italian" design. The music room has
a pair of stencil painted doors which lend contrast to the
otherwise dark woodwork throughout the mansion.

The fact that the house has remained unaltered and intact,
even to its furnishings, make this a most important example
Qf late Victorian architecture in central Texas.

The Hirschfeld Cottage is an attractive limestone Victorian
cottage with a standing-seam metal roof. This small residence
‘has an L-shaped main facade with a projecting bayed chamber
to the west of the main entrance. A wooden gallery extends
across the entrance and chamber to the east. The house has
rectangular-cut, random ashlar stone work on the main facade
and rubble-wall stone cors truction on the sides and rear
elevations. A bracketed-box cornice encompasses the house.
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Four generations of the les;hfeld family have_ occupied
the two Austin houses,on West 9th known as the Hirsghfeld
Cottage and th lesﬁhfeld House. Both structures were built
by Henry lesﬁﬁfeld for his family. The larger Hirs¢hfeld
House at 303 West 9th is one of the few Austin homes
remaining in tact which is still owned and occupied by
descendants of the family who built them.

Henry Hirschfeld came to the United States from Germany
when he was only 15, going first to join two uncles in
Mobile, Alabama, where he helped as a "country peddler."”
After the Civil War, Hirschfeld came to Georgetown, Texas,
and then to Austin. He started a drygoods store on the corner
of 6th and Congress and eventually became a successful
merchant. In 1868, Hirschfeld married Jenny Melasky,
daughter of Mr. B. Melasky, who had a clothing store on
Congress Avenue between 6th and 7th streets.

The first home that Hirschfeld built for his family was
a small, charming stone cottage in 1876. 1In later years,
after the family had moved, this home at 305 West 9th was ofte
called "Honeymoon Cottage" because so many young couples began
"housekeeping" there.

The Hirschfeld family lived in the cottage ten years
before building the 12 room, two-story mansion next door.
In fact, the family didn't move for a year after it was
completed, for Mrs. Hirschfeld could not bear to leave the
cottage. Rather than moving any furniture from the cottage,
Mr. Hirschfeld bought all new furnishings from a local
salesman, Charles A. Dahlich. The furniture, ranging from
early to late Victorian, is still in use there.

Hirschfeld was one of the founders of the Austin National
Bank in 1890 and served as one of the vice-presidents until
his death in 1911. His son, Morris, was with the Austin
(see continuation sheet #2)
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National Bank for 58 years. Two other sons, Sam and Jake, went
into the clothing business. None of the sons ever married.

The house is now the home of Mrs. Max (Leila Hirschfeld)
Bernheim, the only living member of the family of four sons
and four daughters. Mrs. Bernheim's daughter and son-in-law,
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Hanna, lived in the cottage after World
War II until they could build a house. The cottage now serves
as offices for Micro-Data of Austin. "
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

> A Truett Latimer
el Executive Director A4

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Gentlemen:

. —
We were informed by the owners of the Henry(Hirshﬁg}Q}House
and cottage that they, the descendants, consider the
anglicized spelling of the name to be the correct form.

It would be most appreciated if you would delete the "c"
in our spelling of Hirshfeld on the nomination form.

Thank you for your cooperation.

. ol

ry . Hume, Director
ational Register Programs
for Texas

A Sincerely,

cc: Mrs. Marie B. Hanna
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