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m 13 1973 
h. NAME 

Henry H i r s ^ f e l d House and Cottage 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

303 and 305 West 9th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

10 - J . J . P i c k l e 
S T A T E 

Texas 048 

C O U N T Y ; 

T r a v i s 453 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

CChecfc One) 
OWNERSHIP 

• D i s t r i c t g § B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

^ P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

r~l In P rocess 

p § B e i n g Cons ide red 

PRESEN T USE CCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agriculturol 

Commercial 

Q Educat ional 

i I Entertainment 

1 1 Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil itary 

I I Museum 

• Park 

® P r i v o t e Res i dence 

n ] Re I i gi ous 

I 1 Sc ient i f i c 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

M r s . Max Bernhe im 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

303 West 9 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E ; 

Texas 048 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Travis County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n Texas 048 
6. REPRESENTATIPN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l H State 1 I Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y Commi t tee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

P . 0 . Box 1 2 2 7 6 , C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

A u s t i n T e x a s 048 
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z 
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| 7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

/ ADD . (Check One; 

• Excellent E Good • Foir • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unpxgbsed * 
1 \ w l 

(Check One) 

• Altered S Unaltered 

( C h e c k O n e )  

n Moved Original Site p £ ^ j ( ^ 
NATIOIHAL 

ER 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The H i r s c h f e l d House i s a twelve room V i c t o r i a n Mansion 
w i t h c e r t a i n s t y l i s t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h the Eastlake s t y l e . 
The two-story main block of the house i s constructed of smooth­
faced limestone blocks w i t h s t r o n g l y - r a k e d h o r i z o n t a l j o i n t s 
between courses of stone. The s t r u c t u r e contains a p r o f u s i o n 
of decorated stonework i n c l u d i n g a b e l t course d i r e c t l y below 
the l i n t e l s on the second s t o r y , carved trumeaus between the 
pa i r e d windows, and near l y every l i n t e l contains i n c i s e d 
r o s e t t e s and f o l i a t e d decorative elements. 

The decorative elements of the house are i t s most d i s t i n c t i v e 
and unique f e a t u r e . Perhaps the owner's German h e r i t a g e was 
i n f l u e n t i a l i n designing the a r c h i t e c t u r a l decorations of t h i s 
maverick mansion, f o r the decorations f o l l o w none of the 
popular s t y l e s of the V i c t o r i a n era. The residence has a one 
s t o r y g a l l e r y w i t h b a l l u s t r a t e d deck encompassing the main 
facade and extending across both side e l e v a t i o n s . The porch 
has a turned post w i t h f l a t brackets of an organic design 
w i t h cut-out c u r v i l i n e a r elements. The spandral repeats the 
c u r v i l i n e a r m o t i f w i t h a s e r i e s of f l a t , c ut-out fan-shaped 
elements. The cornice i s undoubtedly one of the most unique 
elements of the composition. This element extends i n an 
unbroken plane across the facade, d i s r e g a r d i n g recessions 
or changes i n the surface of the w a l l . There i s no cornice 
on the f l a n k i n g w a l l s of the gabled square bays. However, a 
punch-work cornice extends across the bays, p r o j e c t i n g from the 
w a l l and le a v i n g a v o i d s e c t i o n between the cornice and the 
curved, b r a c k e t - l i k e bargeboards of the gable. The cornice i s 
terminated by r e c t i l i n e a r pendents on each end. The main 
facade i s a symmetrical composition w i t h two p r o j e c t i n g square 
bays and recessed c e n t r a l entrance. Corner f i r e p l a c e i n the 
two p r i n c i p l e chambers cause the w a l l s f l a n k i n g the doorway t o 
be battened at a f o r t y - f i v e degree angle. 

The mansion has a c e n t r a l h a l l plan w i t h two rooms on each 
side of the h a l l . A cross h a l l connects t o a side entrance 
on the North (9th S t r e e t ) facade. A two-story b r i c k service 
wing extends from the southwest corner of the s t r u c t u r e . I n the 
c e n t r a l h a l l of the mansion there i s a free-standing s t a i r c a s e 
which ascends w i t h a s i n g l e f l i g h t of s t a i r s , and then separates 
at the landing t o form a double stairway r e t u r n i n g along the 
w a l l s . The s t a i r h a l l i s l i g h t e d by a stained glass window. 
The room arrangement i s t y p i c a l of l a t e nineteenth centuty 
w i t h corner f i r e p l a c e s and large double s l i d i n g doors which 
allow the spaces t o be opened i n t o s u i t e s of rooms. 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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C e i l i n g heights are t h i r t e e n f e e t throughout the house. The 
l i v i n g room and d i n i n g room have heavy cornices and c e i l i n g s 
of simulated s t e e l i n an " I t a l i a n " design. The music room has 
a p a i r of s t e n c i l painted doors which lend c o n t r a s t t o the 
otherwise dark woodwork throughout the mansion. 

The f a c t t h a t the house has remained unaltered and i n t a c t , 
even t o i t s f u r n i s h i n g s , make t h i s a most important example 
of l a t e V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e i n c e n t r a l Texas. 

The H i r s c h f e l d Cottage i s an a t t r a c t i v e limestone V i c t o r i a n 
cottage w i t h a standing-seam metal r o o f . This small residence 
has an L-shaped main facade w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g bayed chamber 
to the west of the main entrance. A wooden g a l l e r y extends 
across the entrance and chamber t o the east. The house has 
rec t a n g u l a r - c u t , random ashlar stone work on the main facade 
and r u b b l e - w a l l stone core t r u c t i o n on the sides and rear 
e l e v a t i o n s . A bracketed-box cornice encompasses the house. 

REGISTE. ^ 
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3. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 CU ' 6 t h Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

K l 19 ' l i Century 

• 20fh Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E I S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 7 5 , 1 8 8 6 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

[5§ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

] Educa t i on 

I 1 Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

] I n ven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

n Music 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

^ Sculp ture 

"] S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

r j ! Thea te r 

r n T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Four generations of the H i r s c h f e l d f a m i l y have occupied 
the two A u s t i n houses on West 9th known as the H i r s c h f e l d 
Cottage and the Hirsj*:hfeld House. Both s t r u c t u r e s were b u i l t 
by Henry H i r s c h f e l d f o r h i s f a m i l y . The l a r g e r H i r s c h f e l d 
House at 303 West 9th i s one of the few Au s t i n homes 
remaining i n t a c t which i s s t i l l owned and occupied by 
descendants of the f a m i l y who b u i l t them. 

Henry H i r s c h f e l d came t o the United States from Germany 
when he was only 15, going f i r s t t o j o i n two uncles i n 
Mobile, Alabama, where he helped as a "country peddler." 
A f t e r the C i v i l War, H i r s c h f e l d came t o Georgetown, Texas, 
and then t o A u s t i n . He s t a r t e d a drygoods stor e on the corner 
of 6 t h and Congress and e v e n t u a l l y became a successful 
merchant. I n 1868, H i r s c h f e l d married Jenny Melasky, 
daughter of Mr. B. Melasky, who had a c l o t h i n g s t o r e on 
Congress Avenue between 6th and 7th s t r e e t s . 

The f i r s t home t h a t H i r s c h f e l d b u i l t f o r h i s f a m i l y was 
a small, charming stone cottage i n 1876. I n l a t e r years, 
a f t e r the f a m i l y had moved, t h i s home at 305 West 9th was o f t e h 
c a l l e d "Honeymoon Cottage" because so many young couples began 
"housekeeping" th e r e . 

The H i r s c h f e l d f a m i l y l i v e d i n the cottage ten years 
before b u i l d i n g the 12 room, two-story mansion next door. 
I n f a c t , the f a m i l y d i d n ' t move f o r a year a f t e r i t was 
completed, f o r Mrs. H i r s c h f e l d could not bear t o leave the 
cottage. Rather than moving any f u r n i t u r e from the cottage, 
Mr. H i r s c h f e l d bought a l l new f u r n i s h i n g s from a l o c a l 
salesman, Charles A. Dahlich. The f u r n i t u r e , ranging from 
e a r l y t o l a t e V i c t o r i a n , i s s t i l l i n use there. 

H i r s c h f e l d was one of the founders of the Au s t i n National  
Bank i n 1890 and served as one of the vice-pr e s i d e n t s u n t i l  
h i s death i n 1911. His son, Mor r i s , was w i t h the Au s t i n 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

A u s t i n American-Statesman. September 5, 1965, p . A - 4 . 
" H i r s c h f e l d H o u s e " f i l e , T rav i s County C o l l e c t i o n , A u s t i n 
Public L i b r a r y . 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h Mrs. L e l i a Bernheim and Miss Laura H i r s c h f e l d 
by Kather ine H a r t , February 28, 1958. "Henry H i r s c h f e l d " 
f i l e , T r a v i s County C o l l e c t i o n , A u s t i n Pub l i c L i b r a r y . 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

_S1_ 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G I ^ J D E C O O R D I N A T E ? 
D E F I N I N G T H t i L t r ^ T ^ R P O I N T O F A P M O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

30 ° 16 ' 1 6 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

97 " 44 • 40 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y ^ 7 3 a C T C S X \ / 

T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y ^ U l t e ^ R l ^ ^ • I ' r t ' ^ ^ ^ I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R ! 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUN TY : 

;H . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : Gary L . Hume, P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

M a r i e 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ueacon, H i s r_o r i an D A T E 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 3-30-73 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P. 0 . Box 12276, C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFlCA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law  

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion  

in the National Register and certify that it has been  

pvaluated according to tAe c-iteria and procedures set  

forth by the National w l r ^ Service. The recookmended  

level of s i gn i f i canc^ j^ this nomination is:  

National I I 

Name 

Ti t le 

Date 

TrueM; Lat imer( 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r 

Texas 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic preservation 

APR 131973 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Date / ^ ^ ^ / f j ^ 

/^/oyolOO 
3-3 3 3 0 

m 
m 

z 
«/» 
H 

c 
n 

o 
z 
iy> 

GPO 931.894 
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APR 1 3 1973 
(Number alt entries) 

National Bank f o r 58 years, 
i n t o the c l o t h i n g business. 

Two other sons, Sam and Jake, went 
None of the sons ever married. 

The house i s now the home of Mrs. Max ( L e i l a H i r s c h f e l d ) 
Bernheim, the only l i v i n g member of the f a m i l y of four sons 
and four daughters. Mrs. Bernheim's daughter and son-in-law. 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Hanna, l i v e d i n the cottage a f t e r World 
War I I u n t i l they could b u i l d a house. The cottage now serves 
as o f f i c e s f o r Micro-Data of A u s t i n . 

GPU 921.7 24 



PROPERTY ̂ ic^^Ujli/Jkio^f)^^^^ JjuUgJ 
WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 
Photos 

Maps l_ 

CONTROL REVIEW 

M. 73 
HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

'15 
ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register wr i te-up 

Federal Register entry ^ - 5~- ^ "1 

Send-back 

Re-submit 

Entered APR 1 3 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O U N T Y 

T r a v i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

| l . NAME 

COMMON: Henry H i r s c h f e l d House and C o t t a g e 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

mm u 

I -

US 

Hi 
oo 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

303 and 305 West 9th S t r e e t 
C l " " Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

Texas 048 Travis 
3. MAP R E F E K E N C e 

S O U R C E : 

U . S. G e o l o g i c a l Survey 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

1966 
4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3097-242, 
A u s t i n East Quadrangle. 

INT: 155-72 





F.Y. 1973 
APPORTIONMENT 
WARRANT 
NOMINATION 

(DUE 1 APRIL 1973) 

IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THIS 

NOMINATION BY 1 MAY 73, PLEASE NOTIFY US AT ONCE 

INT: 3097-72 



Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
%] Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Truett Lafimer 

Execufire Director 

1? 

National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N ational Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Gentlemen; 

We were informed by the owners of the Henry(Hirshfeld^House 
and cottage t h a t they, the descendants, consider the 
a n g l i c i z e d s p e l l i n g of the name t o be the c o r r e c t form. 

I t would be most appreciated i f you would delete the "c" 
i n our s p e l l i n g of H i r s h f e l d on the nomination form. 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

Since r e l y , 

Hume, D i r e c t o r 
;idnal Register Programs 
f o r Texas 

cc; Mrs. Marie B. Hanna 

GLH/sm 



ST?.TE 

Date Enterec 

REGISTER 

APS. 1 3 5̂73 

Locatxo.n 

KiTiCocJi ( John) KOusa 

I L i r a h f a l d ( H c j i r y ) Ko-uso euid Cot t jacje ' 

O l d P i e r c e r.aoiS'* 

A o s t i - f t 
T r a v i s Co-anty 

G r a v i s C o t a t y 

T r a v i s C o u n t y 

A u s t i n 

Trs .v i i» C o t i n t y 

i a r r i & o a C o m i t y 

A l s o r o ^ i f i e : : 

i-'oa. John G. To*?er 
Hon* IJ-o-v-si H . l i c n t s o n , J r . 
liC'B. J . J . ( J s> .« ) r i c x X o 

d i r e c t o r , S o u t h w s t R a g i o n 

- • ? - w l a i i d : i r 3 4 / 2 5 / 7 3 

£ t a t : « E i e t o r i f f i P r e s e r v a t i i s n O f f i c t J x 
y x , T r u e t t i ^ t J . r ; * . r , i j x e c u t i v a Dire^cTio; 
Ttuo?u« c t a t e i l i i > i x t r i c & X S v r v w y 

C c i s s J . t t e « 
y«3fc c - f f tc* rox 12276 
C a p i t o i S t a t i c a l 
A u s t i t t , ae3ca« 7 3 7 H 


