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Fo“riiéaton, a large private fort in Presidio County, was

lf@%jzgé rlcted in the middle of the 19th century. It is located

“a terrace overlooking the broad floodplain of the Rio Grande.
NThe multi-roomed (25+) adobe compound is arranged around an
interior courtyard.~ Recent excavations (Ing and Kegly, 1971)
revealed an area at the northwest corner which virtually doubles
the size of the fort (see attached map). This additional area
appears to be concentrated around another courtyard enclosed

by walls--this area had formerly been referred to as the "corral
area. Wall heights at Leaton averaged about 15 feet; the mud
roofs were supported by beams (vigas)which were covered by
either cedar savinos or sapling rajas. The flat roofs were
drained to the outside of the compound by mesquite gargolas.
Originally clay tiles covered most of the floors. Over the
years these have been removed or replaced. However, in most
rooms the lime grout which once held the tiles in place is
still visible. Interior walls were plastered and whitewashed.
Although most of the rooms had fireplaces, most have been
destroyed through both vandalism and misuse. Many of the
corners of the rooms and spaces above doors have been dug into
by treasure hunters which has, over the years, contributed

to the collapse or instability of many of the walls. In 1936
HABS did measured drawings and photographed the site (see
Graham, n.d.). At that time most of the original door and
window framings were in place. Now the bulk of these original
pieces have been removed. Only one or two wooden transom
grates remain in place.

A small chapel mausoleum was located c. 50 feet to the north
of the site and outside the perimeter walls. It was recorded
photographically by HABS; hqyever, no above ground structural
remains of it are left. hVV

Occupation at the site/has spanned many years. From its
construction in the 1 's until its abandonment in 1927, the
site was continuously occupied. From 1927 through 1956, various
rooms were used sporadically as living quarters or for storage.

Photographs dating from approximately the 1930's show
extensive renovation of the buildings taking place (see
attached examples). Unfortunately, no written documentation
on this work can be found. Local informants indicate that
the CCC initiated work there in the 30's but the extent and
kind of work there was not known (Barry Hutchinson, Parks and
Wildlife, personal communication). In 1967 the Texas Parks
and Wildlife acquired the site for development as a State
Historic Site. Archeological investigations were carried out

(see continuation sheet §#1)
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at this time to determine the antiquity of the site and to
gain some additional architectural information for
restoration (Jelks, 1969). Following this work
modifications of the building were undertaken. Some walls
had large par tions of deteriorated adobe removed, other
walls were added and ceilings were lowered (Room 7) on v
the east end to accomodate the air conditioning units and
electrical workings. Offices and toilets were put in
Rooms 16 and 17. Walls on the west were reduced to
several feet high and reconstruction of them begun. All
of this work occurred prior to the time that Texas Parks
and Wildlife Commission adopted a Preservation Program
(January 1973). These ill advised restoration practices
which were employed between 1969-1971 damaged much of the
original fabric of the building. It is felt at this
point that complete reconstruction is indicated as opposed
to stabilization. Tentative plans for the development
of the site now include the following (M. Wayne Bell,
Head, Historic Sites Branch, Parks and Wildlife, personal
communication) :

1. Reconstruction of the fort to a finished-as-built

condition and partial furnishing of the interior
space.

2. Removal of everything from the fort (i.e. offices,
existing toilet facilities within the structure--
Rooms 16 and 17--and supply rooms) except interpretive
information.

3. Reconstruction as a stabilized ruin of the perimeter
adobe walls, definition of corrals, animal yards,
and support structures. This will be done in an
attempt to give an antique patina to the overall site.

4., Acquisition of 7.7 acres on the south of the site for 34
visitors center and offices.

5. Reconstruction of the chapel mausoleum
archeological investigation for exhi
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The establishment of Fort Leaton by Ben Leaton in 1848 as a
fortress-home and trading post undoubtedly was the result of the
numerous Apache and Comanche raids which were so frequent in the
area. Soon after its establishment, the fort became known as a
place of refuge and protection for both area residents and
travellers. Leaton however is an enigma. The stories of his
origin are many--none proved. Many have presumed that he
was a freighter on the Chihuahua-Santa Fe Trail before
settling in the Presidio area. Others regard him as a
desperado, and still others say that he was a member of Colonel
A. W. Doniphans expedition from El1 Paso to Chihuahua in 1847
(Lowry, 1969: 24-25).

Leaton and three other men, John Burgess, Larkin Landrum and
John W. Spencer, went into business sometime 1847. From this
point Fort Leaton was a flourishing trading post. After Ben
Leaton's death in 1851 his widow and her new husband (John Hall)
lived in the post. 1In 1861 the fort was acquired by John D.
Burgess. Descendents of the Burgesses occupied the house
from then until 1926 when the fort was abandoned. Sporadic
occupation of various rooms at the fort went on through 1956.
Interestingly enough, Leaton's personality was strong enough
to attach itself to the fort throughout the years. It has
always been called Fort Leaton. During the middle 19th century
the fort served as a post along the border--although it was
never an official military installation. Troops were garrisoned
there, and detachments of U. S. soldiers and Texas Rangers used
it as headquarters.

Explorers and surveyors who came to Fort Leaton inlcude
Captain Jack Hays of the Texas Rangers, Samuel Maverick of
San Antonio, who accompanied Hays on his mapping expedition,

Lt. William Echols, commanding the camel troops and Major
William H. Emory, in charge of the survey party for the United
States and Mexican Boundary Commission.

Leaton--refuge, supply center and outpost--stands as a symbol
of thgpush westward during the initial settlement of the Big
Bend area and the exploration and development of the thwest.
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Until a few years ago the hist;;;lg;jé%;z/Leaton was

thought to have begun as early as 1683 with the establishment
of the Mission del Apostal Santiago at the site by the Spanish.
Tradition also maintained that Fort Leaton was on the site of
the 18th century Spanish presidio known as El Fortin. Because
the State of Texas had acquired the site in 1967 and wanted to
restore the building, archeological investigations were begun
in 1969. The purpose of the investigation was to secure
architectural data that would ensure accurate restoration, to
acquire artifacts and other cultural data for use as guides

to furnish restored rooms and to recover exhibit specimens to
help interpret the site to visitors.

Additionally, certain historical questions remained to
be answered: Was this the site of the 1683 mission? And the
1755 presidio? Also, could one determine when the various
parts of the surviving walls were built?

From these investigations it was ascertained that the
Mission Apostal Santiago (1683) was almost certainly not
located at the site of Fort Leaton, nor was El Fortin (1773)
here. But this in no way demeans its prominence in the
settlement and development of the Big Bend area of Texas.

What was found was that the construction of the fort probably
began in the late 1830's; there is evidence of three major
stageg of construction and possibly more.

Fort Leaton is one of four private forts established
along the western frontier on the Chihuahua Trail (The other
three were Cibolo, Cienega, and Las Moritas). The fort
was strategically located along this major trail which was
established in 1839-40 and eventually became a part of the
wagon road from Indianola on the east through San Antonio
and the Davis Mountains to Chihuahua, MexicCOm=

(seé continuation sheet #2)
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The United States Geological Survey is making a series of
standard topographic maps to cover the United States. This
work has peen in progress since 1882, and the published maps
cover more than 47 percent of the country, exclusive of outlying
possessions. :

The majps are published on sheets that measure about 16} by
20 inches; Under the general plan adopted the country is
divided into quadrangles bounded by parallels of latitude and
meridians [ of longitude. These quadrangles are mapped on
different seales, the scale selected for each map being that which
is best adapted to general use in the development of the country,
and consequently, though the standard maps are of nearly uni-
form size,|the areas that they represent are of different sizes.
On the lgwer margin of each map are printed graphic scales
showing distances in feet, meters, miles, and kilometers. In
addition,

@ws means| that 1 unit on the map (such as 1 inch, 1 foot, or 1
meter) represents 62,500 of the same units on the earth’s surface.

Although some areas are surveyed and some maps are com-
piled and |published on special scales for special purposes, the
standard topographic surveys and the resulting maps have for
many yeans been of three types, differentiated as follows:

1. Surveys of areas in which there are problems of great
public importance—relating, for example, to mineral develop-
ment, irrigation, or reclamation of swamp areas—are made with
sufficient detail to be used in the publication of maps on a
w (1 inch = one¢-half mile) or 55 (1 inch = 2,000 feet),

tour interval of 1 to 100 feet, according.to the relief
cular area mapped. ]

the publication of maps on a scale of 53 (1 inch==nearly 1

a contour interval of 10 to 100 feet.

inl camera is now being used in mapping. From the
recorded on the photographs, planimetric maps,
which show only drainage and culture, have been made for some
areas in the United States. By the use of stereoscopic plotting
apparatus, laerial photographs are utilized also in the making of
the regula
drainage ahd culture.

A topographic survey of Alaska has been in progress since
1898, and |nearly 44 percent of its area has now been mapped.
About 15 ppercent of the Territory has been covered by maps
on a scale of ;. (1 inch=nearly 8 miles). For most of the
remainder jof the area surveyed the maps published are on a
scale of g5 (1 inch=nearly 4 miles). For some areas of par-
ticular ecopomic importance, covering about 4,300 square miles,
the maps published are on a scale of 5 (1 inch=nearly 1 mile)
or larger. |In addition to the area covered by topographic maps,
about 11,300 square miles of southeastern Alaska has been
covered by| planimetric maps on scales of 55 and .

The Hayaiian Islands have been surveyed, and the resulting
maps are }]rlblished on a scale of zig. '

the scale of the map is shown by a fraction expressing

topographic maps, which show relief as well as

A survey of Puerto Rico is now in progress. The scale of
the published maps is 5.

The features shown on topographic maps may be arranged in
three groups—(1) water, including seas, lakes, rivers, canals,
swamps, and other bodies of water; (2) relief, including

mountains, hills, valleys, and other features of the land surface;

(8) culture (works of man), such as towns, cities, roads, rail-
roads, and boundaries. The symbols used to represent these
features are shown and explainéd below. Variations appear on
some earlier maps, and additional features are represented on
some special maps. \

All the water features are represented in blue, the smaller
streains and canals by single blue lines and the larger streams
by double lines. The larger streams, lakes, and the sea are
accentuated by blue water lining or blue tint. Intermittent

-streams—those whose beds are dry for a large part of the year—

are shown by lines of blue dots and dashes.

- Relief is shown by contour lines in brown, which on a few
maps are supplemented by shading showing the effect of light
thrown from the northwest across the area represented, for the
purpose of giving the appearance of relief and thus aiding in
the interpretation of the contour lines. A contour line repre-
sents an imaginary line on the ground (a contour) every part
of which is at the same altitude above sea level. Such a line
could be drawn at any altitude, but in practice only the con-
tours at certain regular intervals of altitude are shown. The
datum or zero of altitude of the Geological Survey maps is mean
sea level. The 20-foot contour would be the shore line if the
sea should rise 20 feet above mean sea level. Contour lines

- show the shape of the hills, mountains, and valleys, as well as

their altitude. Successive contour lines that are far apart on

. the map indicate a gentle slope, lines that are close together

indicate a steep slope, and lines that run together indicate a
cliff.
The manner in which contour lines express altitude, form,

‘and grade is shown in the figure below.

The sketch represents a river valley that lies between two

- hills. In the foreground is the sea, with a bay that is partly

enclosed by a hooked sand bar. On each side of the valley is
a terrace into which small streams have cut narrow gullies.
The hill on the right has a rounded summit and gently slop-

STANDARD SYMBOLS

THE TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS OF THE UNITED STATES

ing spurs separated by ravines. The spurs are truncated at
their lower ends by a sea cliff. The hill at the left terminates
abruptly at the valley in a steep scarp, from which it slopes
gradually away and forms an inclined tableland that is trav-
ersed by a few shallow gullies.  On the map each of these
features is represented, directly beneath its position in the

sketch, by contour lines. ’ .
The contour interval, or the vertical distance in feet between

. one contour and the next, is stated at the bottom of each map. '

This interval differs according to the topography of the area
mapped: in a flat country it may be as small as 1 foot; in a
mountainous region it may be as great as 250 feet. In order
that the contours may be read more easily certain contour lines;
every fourth or fifth, are made heavier than the others and are
accompanied by figures showing altitude. The heights of many
points—such as road intersections, summits, surfaces of lakes,
and benchmarks—are also given on the map in figures, which
show altitudes to the nearest foot only. More precise figures

for the altitudes of benchmarks are given in the Geological Sur-

vey’s bulletins on spirit leveling. The geodetic coordinates of
triangulation and transit-traverse stations are also published in
bulletins. -

Lettering and the works of man are shown in black. Bound-
aries, such as those of a State, county, city, land grant, town-
ship, or reservation, are shown by continuous or broken lines of
different kinds and weights. Public roads suitable for motor
travel the greater part of the year are shown by solid double
lines; poor public roads and private roads by dashed double
lines; trails by dashed single lines. Additional public road
classification if available is shown by red overprint.

Each quadrangle is designated by the name of a city, town,

- or prominent natural feature within it, and on the margins of

the map are printed the names of adjoining quadrangles of
which maps have been published. More than 4,100 quad-
rangles in the United States have been surveyed, and maps of
them similar to the one on the other side of this sheet have
been published. ' g
Geologic maps of some of the areas shown on the topographic
maps have been published in the form of folics. Each folio
includes maps showing the topography, geology, underground
structure, and mineral deposits of the area mapped, and several
pages of descriptive text: The text explains the maps and
describes the topographic and geologic features of the country
and its mineral products. Two hundred twenty-five folios have
been published. '

Index maps of each State and of Alaska and Hawaii showing
the areas covered by topographic maps and geologic folios pub-
lished by the United States Geological Survey may be obtained
free. Copies of the standard topographic maps may be obtained
for 10 cents each; some special maps are sold at different, prices.
A discount of 40 percent is allowed on an order amounting to
$5 or more at the retail price. The discount is allowed on an
order for maps alone, either of one kind or in any assortment,
or for maps together with geologic folios. The geologic folios
are sold for 25 cents or more each, the price depending on the
size of the folio. A circular describing the folios will be sent
on request. : ;

Applications for maps or folios should be accompanied by

' cash, draft, or money order (not postage stamps) and should be

addressed to
THE DIRECTOR,
United States Geological Survey,

November 1937. Washington, D. C.

NOTE:—Effective on and after October 1, 1946, the price of standard topographic
quadrangle maps will be 20 cents each, with a discount of 20 percent on orders

amounting to $10 or more at the retail rate.
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Current topographic map of Fort Leaton State
Historic Site showing fort plan and additional

foundations to the north.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TEXAS

Date Entered

JUN 1817

Name

g

Mayfield Dugout (41 BI 52)

Porter, William Sidney (0. Henry) House

Also Notified

lon. iLioyd K. ‘-.....u.
Hon. Richard C

Iu.lubmm
Hon. J. J. (Jake) Pickle

Director, Southwest Region

Location

Presidio vieinity
Presidio County

Bean vieinity
Briscoe County

Austin
Travis County

Au_u-. Texas 78711

PHR MMOTT: pcl 6/22/73



