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[C] Excellent

[ Fair

(Check One)

[C] Deteriorated [J Ruins [7] Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One)

[X Altered

[C] Unaltered

(Check One)
[X] Original Site

(] Moved

style.

'y, balustraded balcony.
The large,
of the balustrade.
the sill to the drip course.
a columnated loggia,

has been\vacated.

city.

star motif repeated in the transom above the door.
quarter of the door has a wooden panel, while the upper portion
has a large glazed panel. \@n inner courtyard,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pompeiian Villa stands as one of Port Arthur's few tangible
links with the ambitious founders of the city. )
Classical Revival style in 1900, the house is a one-story,
U-shaped structure with a hipped roof.
protected by a central attached portico in the Roman Doric
The original portico had a raised base encircled by
a balustrade of a star motif identical to its crowning
The entrance has been slightly altered
and now serves as a porte cochere with fluted Doric columns ,
on plinth bases, a classical frieze of triglyphs and metopes,
a bold cornice, and the decorative balcony. -«
trabeated windows have solid transoms, decorated
with three star-shaped design motifs, identical to the design
The windows have elaborate molded frames
with crossettes at the head and flared jambs extending below

Built in a

The main entrance is

The main entrance has the same
The lower

surrounded by

reflects a Mediterranean influence.N\

The house was originally intended as a winter retreat for

Isaac L. Ellwood, but soon became the permanent residence

of George M. Craig, a prominent local businessman, and his

family. \With the death of the most recent occupants, the house
The ever-present threat of destruction, has

caused many Port Arthur citizens to concern themselves with

preserving this example of the fasc1nat1ng heritage of their
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pompeiian Villa, the oldest landmark in Port Arthur, stands
today as a reminder of the financial giants that founded and
developed the city around the turn of the century. The villa
was built by Isaac L. Ellwood in 1900, soon after the founding
of Port Arthur.

Port Arthur was named for Arthur E. Stilwell, promoter and
president of the Kansas City Southern Railroad, who established
the city as a port and Southern terminus for his railroad.

An earlier settlement, Aurora, had been founded at this site
in 1840, but freezes, hurricanes, and the inaccessability

of medical aid caused the area to be abandoned by 1890.
Stilwell saw this land around the Sabine Lake as an ideal
location for a seaport as well as a tourist attraction. He
bought 53,000 acres of land, setting aside 5,000 acres for

the c1ty and in 1895 the first crews began developing the area.

Stilwell built some of the finest shipping decks and one
of the best grain elevators in the nation. He built a resort
hotel and the popular Pleasure Pier, and ran train excursions
into Port Arthur at reduced prices in order to popularize
the city. Needing additional funding, Stilwell turned in
1898 to a daring financier, John W. (Bet-a-Million) Gates to
interest him in refinancing the project. In December, 1898,
Gates came to Port Arthur to inspect the ship canal, grain
elevator, wharves and docks. He was immediately attracted
by the splendid hunting and fishing on Lake Sabine, as well
as the commercial propositions in the town, and agreed to
refinance the railroad. By 1904 Gates' manipulations had
brought the railroad under his complete control, and Stilwell,
feeling he had been frozen out, left the city.

When Gates became interested in Port Arthur he also
interested his friends in making investments there. Gates,
Stilwell and an associate of Gates, Isaac L. Ellwood, bought
lots for $12,000. They commissioned George C. Nimmons, a
well-known Chicago architect, to build five cottages on the
Sabine Lake front and to erect two mansions for Gates and

(see continuation sheet #1)
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0od. Colonial Mansion and Ellwood's Pompeiian Villa
ere built on a tract of land on Lakeshore Drive now
bounded by Vicksburg and Richmond avenues between Lakeshore
Drive and Procter street.

As revealed in his nickname, Gates was a persistent
gambler. A natural born super-salesman, Gates rose from
the rank of a salesman to that of a dazzling, free-wheeling
financial giant in only a few years. 1In 1873 Gates went
to work as a salesman for Isaac L. Ellwood, the major
developer of barbed wire. Within two years Gates proved
his salesmanship talent and the barbed wire industry began
to boom. However, when Gates asked Ellwood to make him a
full partner and Ellwood refused, Gates left and formed
his own barbed wire company. REllwood brought injunctions
against him, but the results were unsatisfactory. The two
men finally compromised and joined as associates in 1897 to
form the American Steel and Wire Company.“e

Both Gates and Ellwood intended their Port Arthur mansions
to be winter retreats. Gates moved his family to Port
Arthur in 1899 and lived there a few months every year
until his death in 1911. The Spindletop 0il Well, which
blew up in 1901, only 12 miles north of Port Arthur, assured
the continued and active interest of the ambitious Bet-a-
Million Gates in this area. He was influential in locating
the Gulf and Texaco 0il Refining Companies in Port Arthur,
as well as establishing the city as the Port of Entry for
the entire Sabine district in 1906. Gates also built a hotel,
hospital, library, and business college in Port Arthur.

Ellwood, on the other hand, never settled in Port Arthur,
but sold his villa within a year of its completion to James
Hopkins, another business friend and associate of Gates.
Mrs. Hopkins, after inspecting the area, was unhappy with
the mosquitoes and muddy streets and refused to live in
Port Arthur. Thus, Hopkins sold his property to George M.
Craig.

Craig had been one of the initial settlers of Port Arthur
in 1897. He became one of the most influential men in the
entire Sabine district and was an energetic leader in Port
Arthur's development. His first success was in helping
Gates get deep water to Port Arthur for the shipping industry

(see continuation sheet #2)
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He became the first president of the First National Bank in

1900, was top man in the Port Arthur Townsite Company, and

was later president of the Port Arthur Water Company. 1In

addition, he was a big factor in helping to get the Gulf

and Texaco Oil Refining Companies to locate in Port Arthur

and made a special trip to Washington, D. C, with Gates

to attempt to designate Port Arthur as the Port of Entry.

In 1909 Craig left the First National Bank and became the

founder and first president of the Merchants National Bank.
Mr. Gates wanted Mr. Craig as his neighbor and encouraged

him to buy the Ellwood home next to him. Craig did buy

the house in 1902, but failing to envision the enormous

future growth of the Texas Company, he unfortunately

paid for the house with his 10 percent stock in that

company. Craig and Gates remained close friends until

Gates' death in 1911. Craig lived in the Pompeiian villa

until he died in 1950. The original Gates home was

demolished in 1960, but Pompeiian Villa stands today as

a visible link with those ambitious founders of Port Arthur.

GPO 901.082
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APR 10 1972

Hon, Jack Brooks
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Brooks:

We are pleased to acknowledge your inguiry in behalf of Mr. W. F.
Fredeman concerning the preservation and restoration of Pompeiian
Village located in Port Arthur, Texas.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will provide you a
reply at our earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours,

George B. Hartzog, Jr.
Director
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¥e appreciste your imterest in the progrems of the Netional

Park Service.
Sincerely yours,
Bobert M. Utley
Office of Archeology
( - sl %toric Preservation
ee:
Mr. Truett Latimer,
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Post Office Box 12276
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711) w/c of ine,
CL
M!)'cetu', Southwest Region) w/c of ine.
s
I - Mr, Winge
HR)

FNP:FSarles :1bb :4-19.72
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' PORT ARTHUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 77640

March 10, 1972

tAD 4R ¢
Congressman Jack Brooks MAR 1 6 1972
U. S. Capital Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Jack:

The Port Arthur Historical Society has compiled the enclosed
history of the 1953 Lakeshore Drive '"Pompeilan Village" for
study by your commission. It is the sincere hope that they
will see fit to grant us enough money to begin at once to
preserve and restore Port Arthur's oldest and last existing
landmark. The house and three acres of grounds can be pur-
chased for around thirty thousand dollars.

Port Arthur, in 1973, celebrates its Diamond Jubilee, and this
would be a great step in that direction.

No monies have ever been alloted this community for the pre-
servation of its past. Our people are, for the most part
good working people, our city being heaviliy industrializeé.

In June, 1964, we became a non-profit State Chartered Organ-
ization., Charter number 204945 was issued to us. Account No.
1,154,922 was given us by Mr. Robert S. Celvert, Comptroller
of Public Accounts, Austin, Texas,.

A1l the assistance that you can give us to further this endeavor
will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Fries ZA'Q: tfgikfdtcavvuaﬁrgx/

Mr, W F, Fredeman, President.
221 Dryden Place
Port Arthur, Texas 77640

WFF:pwb
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P
POMPELIAN VILLA 195% Lakeshore drive

Built in 1900 by Isaac Ellwood, an associate of John W,
n»u~a~ullllon) Gates, financier and PhlquthU¢>u, theo Pompeiian vill-
vill standing at its orijinal site,1953 LuAO%hOPG drive, Lbuuuuuuu;gﬁ

3 the only structure,remaining intacu in Port Arthur indicative of those
[nys when Arthur E.Stilwell's "Drecam City" was bocoming a reality and

ihe Spindletop gusher brought Gates into the picture.

When Gates became interested in Port Arthur, he also intercsted
.is friends in making investments here ... ¢specially Isaac Ellwood,
wholcsale hardware dealer, and James Hopiinds, the Diamond Match kinz.

The threce purchaseu a tract of land on Lakeshore drive,
o+ pounded by Vicksburg and Richmond avenues between Lakeshore drlve and
octer street - ~

Ellwood was a friend of Gates and had hired him to sell hin
varved wire fencinge. When Gates demanded half interest in Ellwood's co..p iy
aa #llwood refused, Gates started his own barbed wire plant. Lllwood
;aocured  injunctions against him but found the results unsatisfactory. Wiy
roupronised -- and again became associates,

Ellwood and Gates decided ta"build their winter homes in 'o.m
rthur. Ellwood's home was to be a Pompeiian villa with aa innfer cour.
‘ith the groungs forming an elaborate Itaiiun setting. Gates' home was Co
yé a palatial Coloniul mansion. Iach cost {50,000,

Hopkins never built on his land. A year after the Ellwood .0iu
w5 completed, heid purchased it.

However, when UIirs.Hopkins and their two daughters came he.ec,
JaGdlopkins found the mosquitoes and muddy streets too much to contend w. .

For awhile officials of the Guffey Petroleunm Company rentc. .l

OUS e
Then Georpe M. Craig, who was liwing at Hotel Sabine with bid.
ic¢ und children, offercd %o rent the Pompeiiun villa. After living ihu¢

year, Craig purchased the beautiful house from Hopkins.

For the house, Craig gave Hopkins his 10 per cent of ROX-
:ko.uJ stock. The Texas Company, one of miny oil companies that spr-r»° .
craicnt in which Gates was interested,had been Cdpludliécd at $100,C.0.

Jr‘ig nad invested %10,000 in the new venture.

isked later by his daughter, Mrs.Bennett C.Germain, why h gty

o Akl hiis Texus Company stock for the house, Craig said: "Oil compsnica
2 ) 3 o 2aren’?

dime a dozen then. How did I know The Qexas Company would survive:

Today lirs.Germain fipures +the house would be worth soac
6 miliion dollars for that 10 per cent of Tho Yexas Companyi

e R R S e I R R .
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MARCH 24,1900

APRIL 9, 1900

POMPEIIAN VILLA, LS53 Lakeshorp drive, 1900

~= The Port Arthur Herald carried the following news story,
captioned,"Two Palatial Homes":

"Ground was broken Monday for the Gates and Ellwood residenscce
a Pompeiian villa and an old Colonial maansion, both to bc
reproduced in Port Arthur with elaboratve settingse.

-~ Work oa the Gates and Ellwood nansions is progressing
satisfactorily thoughiy it is sbtated that omPIOJmont would o3
given to 50 more carpenters if they were to be had. The wer:
on the houses thens clves is nearing completion and the Jlai(:
barn is well under way. A number of workmon are also enagel
in building the pier out into the lake and in a short timc -
work of constructing boat houses and pavxlions at the lakc ok
of the pier will be begun.

It is estimated that not less than $20,000 will be expe:dcd
beautifying the grounds, whlch are to be elaboLauely laid oal
in imitation of the Pompeiilan manor.

lero are other items taken from editions of The Port Arthur Herald 190C:

The bath aﬂﬁtomlet fixtures for the Gates~-Ellwood cottarer
arrived Wednesday.

The inclenment weathexr during the first part of the wock was
quite a drawback in the constructioan of the Gates-ullwowd
houses. The roads were all but jupassable in places, naking; it
difficult for contractors to deliver materials on the grourds
to keep workmen busye.

Mr.George C.Nimmons, the Chicage architect who made the dorif
for the Gates-~Ellwood cottages to be bullt on the Laker o
drive, is expected to reach here with the plans this mornirg.

The Gates and Ellwood mansions are now enclised and ann
being pushed to completion with a ce¢cr1ty that scems 1itGuic
short of the magical. & large force of men are emwlo;od in 4.
buildings, while others are getting the grounds in shapae. fac
sewers are practically dug and the sewer pipe is on thn

grounds rcady to lay. In their present state of forward:ies
construction, it is easy to conjecture how beautiful sud
imposing they will be whc finished. There is no doubt bhuu
that they will be ready to bé occupied, if not entireiy
completed by June, the time stipulated by the owners on Ticiz
recent visit,

Mike Powers ha% the contract for furnishing the grounds a“c;"
the Gates and illwood homes with shells. He and Pat lMcCr :
over to Grigsby's Bluff the first of tho week and reLuxneu Vil
a boatload containing 137 yards of shells,

The lumber is bc;ng placed on the .grounds for the Gater-IELIw:
boat pier. The pier will extend out into the lake a suffisie
distance to mnake a lanalnb for small passenger cralt. lln
length will be about a half mile and the breadth ecighi Xezve
On tha end will be a navilion. something sinilar to the oacu
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y The car of furniture for the Gaves mansioa, 80 long delayod, sririve
wesday and was deliveried Wednesday. Mesdames John W.Gates and Charles G.
tes impressed all hands about the {fremises and the work of opening znd plac
i it in position was done with all possible speed.

A carload of furniture for the Ellwood residence arrived Thursdagz
rening and hgs been moved and is being putv in readiness to receive the
.1lwood family shortly.

?—-—.—-

Here is an item from THE BEAUMONT JOURNAL, 1900:

"In stating that the home of John W.CGates at Port Arthur would cost
5,000, the Jpurnal made a mistake of 35,000, as the mansion will cost

0,000,

" ip Isaac Ellwood, his business associate, will also builld a ¥50,000
»sidence at the Port, and the two millionaires are expected to expend in
¢ neighborhood of $500,000 in improving the premises surrounding their
.4 palacese . :

"Port Arthur,bherefore, is to be doudly congratulated, wiile

aunont and Jefferson County have cause to congratulate themselves on thalx
od luck."
it o s | SR A Bz BET
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Mr.P.E.Zllwood, son of Isaac Ellwood, arrived this yeok I1n
ompany with his wife, and are at home at their beautiful Pompefdian V}l%n
1 the lalke shore. oeveral van loads of furniture have been rcceived This
reck ,and Mr.and Mrs.Isaac Ellwood gre expected down soon o spend sone tlac
1022 o ' . |
iy e : - P ol ol P

Additiona) items in THi PORT ARTHUR HERALD,1901:

5Bed8 41001 == Mr.{d Tsaac Ellwood has sold his beautiful Pompoiian villa ox
' Lake Shore drive to Mi. E.R.Hopkins of St.Louis,Mo. At the timoe
lMessrs.Gates and Ellwood purchased the lots on which they bdbuils
thelr handsome homes, IMr.Hopkins bought lots in that part of the
city with a view of bullding some time in the future.

Mr.Hopkins is a well known capitalist, who has been largely
interested in the companies that built the Port Arthur canal aid
docks,the Kansas City Southern Railroad,etc., and has always taken
8 WAark pgrsonal interest in the growth and development of this city
with a view of building some time in the future.

The Herald is glad to know that he has acquired this handsome
propepty and hopes he will become so enamored with it and our
beautiful little city as to make it his home a large part of every
year. g o :

The Ellwood home on Lake Shore driisey now owned by Mr.Hopkins of St.

ouis, has been leased by some of the officers of the Gulifey Potroleua
cupany and is being fitted up Beady for immediate owcupan

—————— \A)_l\* o ;‘]’.
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JEFFEREON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMITTEE

Mrs. W. F. FREDEMAN
CHAIRMAN
221 DRYDEN
PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 77640
886-25616

March 10,1972
Congressman Jack Brooks
U.5.Capital Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Jack:

“he undersigned 1s in full accord with the request stated here-in.

Sincerely,

T ] , :f

',/// /2/:‘ }z‘ ?I'&- /u--(éf—/rl/kﬂ—"x/\-/
irs, . F. Predemasn, Chairman

221 Dryden Place i
Port Arthur, Texas 77640



3 - MRS. EDWARD B. GERMAIN

3 3738 LAKESHORE DRIVE

PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 77640

March 1, 1972.

To Whowm It May Concerns

REs Home of Mr. & Mrs, George M. Craig,
1953 Lake Shore Drive,
Port Arthur, Texas. 77540.

The above house was built in 1900 and was and still could be, in my
opinion, tne handsomest place in Port Azthur. The place hes been
neglected for several years, as has been {he taree acres of grounds.
It is a great pity if this place is not restored promptly and used
as an assct to Port Arthur.

My fether and mother, Mr. & Mrs. George M. Cralg, bought this house

in 1902 and with their three smell children, lived there happily for
nany years. I married in 1913 and moved to New York, my sister Louise
merried and moved to Beswuont, my brother, George T. Craig, died waen
he was thirty years of age, of ruptured appendicitis. Later, wmy mother
died in 1940 and fatuer, in 1950. It then became necescary to sell the
old nome to Capt. and lirs. Arne Peterson, who lived there until about
four ycars ago, when they both died and the o}d house has been vecant
since then. If restoration is not begun proupily, it msy be too late.

“hy do I not buy the place? 'hen my husband died in 1959, I decided

to return to Port Arthur to live and at that time tried to buy back

tne home, but the Petersons refused to sell. not realizing, of coprse
thet they were to dic so soon. I then bought a lot on Lake Shore Drive
and built the house I am now living in. -I can not own both houces

and waintain theu properly.

I do hope that some worthy organization will see fit to restore the
place as it could be & great credit 1o them and a shrine to the people

of Port Arthur.

Thenking you,

.

K;S-QJWJVijCEB— C:n,o;_sa QA

C Yo, BLhueand LY ‘;Q/\/\M-C\-«:vw ->
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Egi};’l%'.'\'*czzfc::-t-‘s HOMES—Here are the fabulous homes, built by financiers Joh
W. (Bet-a-Million) Gates and Isaac L. Ellwood on Lakeshore drive, facing
Sabine Lake, in 1900. Purported cost of the homes was said to be $500,000. The
property where the Masonic Temple now stands was purc_hased by James
Hopkins, president of the Diamond Match company, whose wqu refu_sed tp live
here because of the mosquitoes. Later the Ellwood home, an Italian villa, (in the
foreground) was purchased by Hopkins, who was another friend of Gates, whose

“sprawling mansion is shown in the background. The Hopkins home wa

purchased by George M. Craig, president and founder of Merchants Ban
handled Gates’ interests here for many years, and the Gates home wa
purchased by Dr. M. F. Bledsoe, pioneer physician. The Craig home, la
property of the late Capt. and Mrs. Arne Pederseb, still stands at 1952 Lak
drive. The Bledsoe home was razed a number of years ago. (Photo loa:
Mrs. E. B. Germain).
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Congress of the Tnited States
FHouse of Representatives

Washington, B.C.

March 29, 1972

Congressibnal Liaison

Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C.
oir:

The attached communication

is sent for your consideration.
Please investigate the statements
contained therein and forward me
the necessary information for re-
ply, rgturningifhe ¢p¢19§ed corre-

spondence with your answer.

R

JACK BROOKS,

NINTH DISTRICT, TEXAS
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PORT ARTHUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 77640

OFFICERS

Presidentececsscocssccndirs. Wo. F. Fredeman, 221 Dryden Place
Vice-President.eeo.Mrs. W. Mike NOrphy, 2346 Evergreen Drive
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TI‘eaSU.I'\?Jl‘. 9ececesocsoo0osocOed .MI‘. Cla-\lde Pierce, MGTChantS Bank
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ oEXAS
)
Date Entered wAY 25

e Location

Camp Verde (41 KR III) Camp Verde vicinity
Eerr County

B_u-mu Port Arthur
Jefferson County

Also Notified

il T

nl=. ﬂfﬁ. Sentsen, Jr. ¥r, Truett Latimer

Hon, 04 Cs Fisher Executive Director

Hon, Jack Brooks Texas State Historical
Director, Southwest Region Survey Committes

Post Offige Box 12276

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711
(pER - NRowland: jec 6/6/73
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L

3 &

Nq?

AY £ 9 197
Bas. o M 9 19

Mrs. Pat Wood, Jr.
3217 Woodlawn Drive
Groves, Texas 77619

Dear Mrs., Wood:

Thank you for your letter requesting information on the Nationil
Register of Historic Places.,

We are enclosing a fact sheet entitled "The National Register ol
Historic Places" which explains the eriteria for nominations aid
describes related programs of the National Park Service., All (omi-
nations are submitted through the appropriate State llistoric I'rig-
ervation Officer,

In addition to the Pompeiian Villa, other propertics in Jeiferson
County entered in the National Register of Historic Places are
French Trading Post, 2995 French Road; McFadden Hous: Complex, 1906
McFadden; and Lucas Cusher, Spindletop 041 Field, all in Beaumont,

We are enclosing an order Llank for the publication "The National
Register of MNistoric Pla ." This publication will give vou o-cell
..ill.}'%k 3 an $2819) | 1 i ii ’--I .vl‘l)l)tfl'tjx’.'w Li1 .ll" the St

We have cnelosed a ‘ ) i Pompel tan Villa pominatcios

which was submitted Ve Tructt Latimer, Execul i Divect

Texas State Historical Survey ommittec, Post Offi: I F 1235,

Capitol Station, Austin, Teras 78711, who could provide you with
additional information cou aing the preservation program in Texas.

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation programs of the

National Park Service.

Sincerely yours,

/ T
;,_,.ZJ(-J-"-\ w

L ad
William J, Murtagh
Keeper of the National kepdstod
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PROPERTY TX, Tefferson Co., Pompeiian Villa Date:0ct 3,197

National Register property descriptions are being rewritten for entry
in the cumulative 1976 National Register publication. In order to

make certain that write-ups arzs correct, please provide the information
indicated below within 10 days.” The material should be forwarded
directly to the Branch of Publications, National Register.

* Please let us know if additional time is needed. Rin: Rl&hg huta,
202~ 523- 54T6

1. Name

2. Location

W5 Owersutp IoH /‘41"#)05 dataa) T %\mfg

4. Accessible to the public

5. Present use lL“lx.w,{ oA e RN,
vV 6. Description (remodeled, restored?) (M mshueha +{ohat 13 tunder
' =
dne shucep? frame? Bodr?)  _Testscedl—dale
N

7. Photo :
8. Other
Thank you.
DECEIyE
0CT 8 1975 @
TEXAS  hisr;

uRIzAL COMMISSIgy

Keeper of the National Register



