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Pompeiian V i l l a stands as one o f Port Arthur's few t a n g i b l e 
l i n k s w i t h the ambitious founders o f the c i t y B u i l t i n a 
C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e i n 1900, the house i s a one-story, 
U-shaped s t r u c t u r e w i t h a hipped r o o f . The main entrance i s 
pr o t e c t e d by a c e n t r a l attached p o r t i c o i n the Roman Doric 
s t y l e . The o r i g i n a l p o r t i c o had a r a i s e d base e n c i r c l e d by 
a balustrade of a s t a r m o t i f i d e n t i c a l t o i t s crowning 
balustraded balcony. The entrance has been s l i g h t l y a l t e r e d 
and now serves as a po r t e cochere w i t h f l u t e d Doric columns / 
on p l i n t h bases, a c l a s s i c a l f r i e z e of t r i g l y p h s and metopes, 
a bold cornice, and the decorative balcony. ^ 

The l a r g e , trabeated windows have s o l i d transoms, decorated 
w i t h three star-shaped design m o t i f s , i d e n t i c a l t o the design 
of the b a l u s t r a d e . The windows have elaborate molded frames 
w i t h c r o s s e t t e s at the head and f l a r e d jambs extending below 
the s i l l t o the d r i p course. The main entrance has the same 
s t a r m o t i f repeated i n the transom above the door. The lower 
qu a r t e r of the door has a wooden panel, w h i l e the upper p o r t i o n 
has a large glazed panel. \^n inner c o u r t y a r d , surrounded by 
a columnated l o g g i a , r e f l e c t s a Mediterranean influence.V 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y intended as a w i n t e r r e t r e a t f o r 
Isaac L. Ellwood, but soon became the permanent residence 
of George M. Craig, a prominent l o c a l businessman, and h i s 
family.V With the death of the most recent occupants, the house 
has beenXvacated. The ever-present t h r e a t of d e s t r u c t i o n , has 
caused many Port A r t h u r c i t i z e n s t o concern themselves w i t h 
p reserving t h i s example of the f a s c i n a t i n g h e r i t a g e of t h e i r 
c i t y . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

• 19th Century 

; g - - 2 0 t h Century 

SPECI FI C D A T E l s ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 9 0 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

}Cl A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 

] Commun ica t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 I E d u c a t i o n 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

Indus t ry 

] I n v e n t i o n 

[ I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

r~l L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Music 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n Phi 

losophy 

~\ Sc ience 

Scu lp ture 

• S o c i o l / H u 

i t o r i a n 

• Thea te r 

J T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

Planni ng 

ify) 

Z 

o 

lU 

u 
on 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Pompeiian V i l l a , the o l d e s t landmark i n Port Arthur, stands 
today as a reminder of the f i n a n c i a l g i a n t s t h a t founded and 
developed the c i t y around the t u r n of the century. The v i l l a 
was b u i l t by Isaac L. Ellwood i n 1900, soon a f t e r the founding 
of Port A r t h u r . 

^Port Arthur was named f o r A r t h u r E. S t i l w e l l , promoter and 
president o f the Kansas C i t y Southern Rai l r o a d , who established 
the c i t y as a p o r t and Southern terminus f o r h i s r a i l r o a d . 
An e a r l i e r settlement, Aurora, had been founded at t h i s s i t e 
i n 1840, but freezes, hurricanes, and the i n a c c e s s a b i l i t y 
o f medical a i d caused the area t o be abandoned by 1890. 
S t i l w e l l saw t h i s land around the Sabine Lake as an i d e a l 
l o c a t i o n f o r a seaport as w e l l as a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . He 
bought 53,000 acres of land, s e t t i n g aside 5,000 acres f o r 
the c i t y and i n 1895 the f i r s t crews began developing the area. 

S t i l w e l l b u i l t some of the f i n e s t shipping decks and one 
of the best g r a i n e l e v a t o r s i n the n a t i o n . He b u i l t a r e s o r t 
h o t e l and the popular Pleasure P i e r , and ran t r a i n excursions 
i n t o Port A r t h u r at reduced p r i c e s i n order t o popularize 
the c i t y . Needing a d d i t i o n a l funding, S t i l w e l l turned i n 
1898 t o a da r i n g f i n a n c i e r , John W. ( B e t - a - M i l l i o n ) Gates t o 
i n t e r e s t him i n r e f i n a n c i n g the p r o j e c t . I n December, 1898, 
Gates came t o Port A r t h u r t o inspect the ship canal, g r a i n 
e l e v a t o r , wharves and docks. He was immediately a t t r a c t e d 
by the splendid h u n t i n g and f i s h i n g on Lake Sabine, as w e l l 
as the commercial p r o p o s i t i o n s i n the town, and agreed t o 
refinance the r a i l r o a d . By 1904 Gates' manipulations had 
brought the r a i l r o a d under h i s complete c o n t r o l , and S t i l w e l l , 
f e e l i n g he had been frozen out, l e f t the c i t y . 

When Gates became i n t e r e s t e d i n Port A r t h u r he also 
i n t e r e s t e d h i s f r i e n d s i n making investments t h e r e . Gates, 
S t i l w e l l and an associate of Gates, Isaac L. Ellwood, bought 
l o t s f o r $12,000. They commissioned George C. Nimmons, a 
well-known Chicago a r c h i t e c t , t o b u i l d f i v e cottages on the 
Sabine Lake f r o n t and t o erec t two mansions f o r Gates and 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) ^ 
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C o l o n i a l Mansion and Ellwood's Pompeiian V i l l a 
i l t on a t r a c t o f land on Lakeshore Drive now 

bounded by Vicksburg and Richmond avenues between Lakeshore 
Drive and Procter s t r e e t . 

As revealed i n h i s nickname. Gates was a p e r s i s t e n t 
gambler. A n a t u r a l born super-salesman, Gates rose from 
the rank of a salesman t o t h a t o f a d a z z l i n g , free-wheeling 
f i n a n c i a l g i a n t i n only a few years. I n 1873 Gates went 
to work as a salesman f o r Isaac L. Ellwood, the major 
developer of barbed w i r e . W i t h i n two years Gates proved 
h i s salesmanship t a l e n t and the barbed wire i n d u s t r y began 
t o boom. However, when Gates asked Ellwood t o make him a 
f u l l p a r tner and Ellwood refused. Gates l e f t and formed 
h i s own barbed wire company. "Ellwood brought i n j u n c t i o n s 
against him, but the r e s u l t s were u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . The two 
men f i n a l l y compromised and j o i n e d as associates i n 1897 to 
form the American S t e e l and Wire Company.'^ 

Both Gates and Ellwood intended t h e i r Port A r t h u r mansions 
t o be w i n t e r r e t r e a t s . Gates moved h i s f a m i l y t o Port 
Arthur i n 1899 and l i v e d there a few months every year 
u n t i l h i s death i n 1911. The Spindletop O i l Well, which 
blew up i n 1901, only 12 miles n o r t h of Port A r t h u r , assured 
the continued and a c t i v e i n t e r e s t of the ambitious Bet-a-
M i l l i o n Gates i n t h i s area. He was i n f l u e n t i a l i n l o c a t i n g 
the Gulf and Texaco O i l R e f i n i n g Companies i n Port Arthur, 
as w e l l as e s t a b l i s h i n g the c i t y as the Port of Entry f o r 
the e n t i r e Sabine d i s t r i c t i n 1906. Gates also b u i l t a h o t e l 
h o s p i t a l , l i b r a r y , and business c o l l e g e i n Port A r t h u r . 

Ellwood, on the other hand, never s e t t l e d i n Port Arthur, 
but sold h i s v i l l a w i t h i n a year of i t s completion t o James 
Hopkins, another business f r i e n d and associate of Gates. 
Mrs. Hopkins, a f t e r i n s p e c t i n g the area, was unhappy w i t h 
the mosquitoes and muddy s t r e e t s and refused t o l i v e i n 
Port A r t h u r . Thus, Hopkins sold h i s pr o p e r t y t o George M. 
Craig. 

Craig had been one of the i n i t i a l s e t t l e r s of Port Arthur 
i n 1897. He became one of the most i n f l u e n t i a l men i n the 
e n t i r e Sabine d i s t r i c t and was an energetic leader i n Port 
Arthur's development. His f i r s t success was i n h e l p i n g 
Gates get deep water t o Port Arthur f o r the shipping i n d u s t r y 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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He became the f i r s t p r e s i d e n t of the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank i n 
1900, was top man i n the Port Arthur Townsite Company, and 
was l a t e r p r e s i d e n t of the Port A r t h u r Water Company. I n 
a d d i t i o n , he was a b i g f a c t o r i n h e l p i n g t o get the Gulf 
and Texaco O i l R e f i n i n g Companies to locat e i n Port Arthur 
and made a s p e c i a l t r i p t o Washington, D. C, w i t h Gates 
to attempt t o designate Port Arthur as the Port of Entry. 
I n 1909 Craig l e f t the F i r s t N a t ional Bank and became the 
founder and f i r s t p r e s i d e n t of the Merchants N a t i o n a l Bank, 

Mr. Gates wanted Mr. Craig as h i s neighbor and encouraged 
him t o buy the Ellwood home next t o him. Craig d i d buy 
the house i n 1902, but f a i l i n g t o e n v i s i o n the enormous 
f u t u r e growth of the Texas Company, he u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
paid f o r the house w i t h h i s 10 percent stock i n t h a t 
company. Craig and Gates remained close f r i e n d s u n t i l 
Gates' death i n 1911. Craig l i v e d i n the Pompeiian v i l l a 
u n t i l he died i n 1950. The o r i g i n a l Gates home was 
demolished i n 1960, but Pompeiian V i l l a stands today as 
a v i s i b l e l i n k w i t h those ambitious founders of Port A r t h u r . 

GPO 901.U 82 
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Hon. Jack Brooks 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. Brooks: 

We are pleased to acknowledge your inquiry in behalf of Mr. W. F. 
Fredoaan concerning the preservaticHi and restoration of Pcopeiian 
Village located in Port Arthur, Texas. 

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will provide you a 
reply at our earliest opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 

George B. Hartzog, Jr. 

Director 

cc: 

FNP: CRBraxton: dvt: If-T-TS 



> I'.C. 
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POET ARTHUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 77640 

March 10, 1972 

Congressman Jack Brooks ^ '-5' ̂  
U. S. Capital Building 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Jack: 

The Port Arthur Historical Society has compiled the enclosed 
history of the 1953 Lakeshore Drive "Logpeiian Village" foiL. 
study by your commission. I t i s the sincere hope that they 
w i l l see f i t to grant us enough money to begin at once to 
preserve and restore Port Arthur's oldest and last existing 
landmark. The house and three acres of grounds can be pur­
chased for around t h i r t y thousand dollars. 

Port Arthur, i n 1973> celebrates i t s Diamond Jubilee, and this 
would be a great step i n that direction. 

No monies have ever been alloted this community for the pre­
servation of i t s past. Our people are, for the most part, 
good working people, our c i t y being heavily industrialized. 

In June, 196̂ +, we became a non-profit Statd Chartered Organ­
ization, Charter number 20̂ +9̂ 5 was issued to us. Account No, 
1,15^,922 was given us by Mr, Robert S, Cc\.vert, Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, Austin, Texas, 

A l l the assistance that you can give us to further this endeavor 
w i l l be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

_ J ^ . Vf, F,_Fre_dem8Ji,. President 
221 Dryden Place 
Port Arthur, Texas 776^0 

WFF:pwb 
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POIVPEtlAH VnJ.A, 1933 Lakeshore d r i v e 

B u i l t i n 1900 by Isaac Ellv/ood, an associate of Joiin W. 
Bo t - a - N i l l i o n ) Gates, f i n a n c i e r and p h i l a t h r o p i s t , tho Pompeiian v i l l 
t i l l r/bandinj'; at i t n o r i g i n a l site,1953 Lakeshore d r i v o , iiii.iI.i;ihjLl-iiai;%;\,";i 

tho only structure,renaininf^ i n t a c t i n Port Arthur i n d i c a t i v e of tho.ii. 
.-ys v/hcn Arthur K.I-5tilv;oll' s "])reara C i t y " was bocoming a r e a l i t y and 
•he Spindletop gusher brought Gates i n t o the p i c t u r e . 

\'.hcn Gates became i n t e r e s t e d i n Port Arthur, he also interoctv d 
.is f r i e n d s i n making investments hero •.. e s p e c i a l l y Isaac Ellv/ood, 
. wholesale hardware • dealer, and James Kop2:inds, the Diamond Hatch kin;;. 

Tho throe purchased a t r a c t of land on Lakeshore d r i v o , 
or bounded by Vicksburg and Richmond avenues between Lakeshore drive and 
voc t e r s t r e e t . 

Ellv;ood v;as a f r i e n d of Gates and had h i r e d him to s e l l hir. 
barbed wire fencing. \-/hen Gates deraiuided h a l f i n t e r e s t i n Ellwood's co .p 
:v; jJU'wood refvxsed, Gates s t a r t e d h i s own barbed wire p l a n t . Ellv;ooa 
.-^curod i n j u n c t i o n s against him but found the r e s u l t s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . ' . ' . . ( j 
•jo.r.promised — and again became associates, 

Ellwoorl and Gates decided to' b u i l d t h o i r winter homos i n ''o 
ri'cxxir, jSllv/ood's homo was to be a Pompeiian v i l l a w i t h an inn/or coai'.-
i t n tho groun^ls forming an clnborate I t a l i a n s e t t i n g . Gates' home wat. \:-> 

JO a p a l a t i a l Colonial mansion, Each cost '>50,000, 

Hopkins never b u i l t on h i s land, A year a f t e r tho Ellwoow .o;.* 
•.-as completed, hcX.'> purchased i t . 

However, when lira .Hopkins and t h e i r two daugliters came h< --o , 
ii'.> .Hopkins found tho mosquitoes and muddy s t r e e t s too much to contcnc, w... h. 

For av/hile o f f i c i a l s of the Guffey Petroleum Company rentca A 0 
.our.e. 

Then George M. Craig, who war, liVD.ng at Hotel Sabine with !-.i.> 
.̂.."c and c h i l d r e n , o f f e r e d t o r e n t tho ?ox.^,peiian v i l l a . A f t e r l i v i n g h c 
year, Craig purchased tho b e a u t i f u l house from Hopkins. 

For the house, Craig gave Hopkins h i s 10 per cent of Tex ••• 
'0\o.ny atock. The Texas Company, one of many o i l companies t h a t npr : - u;. 
vr,'rni;;at i n which Gates was interested,had been c a p i t a l i z e d at i^OO,CaO. 
'r .ig haa invested i^lOjOOO i n the nev/ venture. 

Asked l a t e r by hi s daughter, Mrs.Bennett 0.Germain, wliy h' g 
' i l l h i s Texas Comp.'my stock f o r the house, Gr;iig said: " O i l compani 'S 

. .'re a dime a dozen then. How d i a I know The Texas Company v/ould survive *" 

Tod-'.y Hra .Germain f i g u r e s the house would bo v/orth some 
AS m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r that 10 per cen;c of The Texas Company; 



POMPEII/j; VILLA, L953 Lalceshoro drive, 1900 

iWiCH 24,1900 — The Port Arthur Herald carried the follov/ing news stor^ , 
captioned,"Two P a l a t i a l Homos": 

"Gi'ound was broken Monday f o r the Gates and Ellwood residence 
a Pompeiian v i l l a and an old Colonial mansion, both to be 
reproduced i n Port Arthur with elaborate settings<, 

APRIL 9, 1900 — Woi-k on the Gates and Ellwood mansions i s progresninr'; 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y thoughl> i t i s stated that employment woald oo 
given to 50 more carpenters i f they were to be had. The v.-cr'; 
on tho houses themselves i s ncaring completion and tho l a i g i 
barn i s v;ell under way. A number of workmen are also eni-a[:el 
i n building the pier out into the lalce and i n a short t -mc ih 
work of constructing boat houses and pavilions at tho lake o;: 
of the pier w i l l be begun. 

I t i s estimated that not less than ?̂20,000 v / i l l be oxpe: dt:d i 
beautifying the grounds, vaiich are to be elaborately l a i d cu-
i n i m i t a t i o n of the Pompeiian mai'ior. 

Hero are other items taken from editions of The Port Arthur Herald,1900: 
The bath afb^toilet f i x t u r e s f o r the Gates-Ellwood cotta;;e£:. 
arrived Wednesday*, 

The inclement weather during the f i r s t part of the v/eck vaa-c 
quite a drawback i n tho construction of the Gatcs-Ellwoi>d 
ho\iseSo The roads were a l l but :• iiipassable i n places,making : 
d i f f i c u l t f o r contractors to deilver materials on tho gcourac 
to keep workmen busy, 

Mr.George C.Nimmons, the Chicago a.rchitect who mado the d.;ri; 
f o r tho Gates-Ellv/ood cottages to be b u i l t on the Laker.'-orr 
drivo, i s expected to roach here with the plans t h i s moi'n:.ri:. 

The Gates and Ellwood mansions are now enclclvnod and ar'.-
beii'jg pushed to completion with a c e l e r i t y thvat seemn j lo'.;] c 
short of the magical, A large force of men are eriiploycd i n t. 
buildings, while others are getting the grounds i n sha]v;, 
sewers are practically_dug and the sev/er pipe i s on the 
grounds ready to lay. m t h e i r present state of forv;aru co;";! 
construction, i t i s oasy to conjecture how beautiful fiad 
imposing they w i l l be v;hon finished. There i s no doubt OM': 
that they v / i l l be ready to be occupied, i f not ontirel;/ 
completed by Juno, the time stipulated by the owners on their 
recent v i s i t o 

Mike Powers has tho contract f o r furnishing the grounda a-̂ cu.-
the Gates and Ellwood homos v/ith shells. Ho and Pat McGra •/ 
over to Grigsby's Bluff the f i r s t of tho week and rotui.ied ̂  
a boatload containing 137 yards of shells» 

The lumber is being placed on the .grounds for tho Gate.'-EL" 
boat pier. The pier will extend out into the lake a sul i'ic:.c. 
distance to make a landing for small passenger crcft.li» 
length will be about a half milo aiid the breadth eight fe:- e 
On the end will be a pavilion, something similar to the O'K. 



The car of f u r n i t u r e f o r the Gates mansion, so long delayed, i:;r."-ivv. 
lesday and v/as delivered Wednesday. Mesdames John W.Gates and Charles G. 
\tes impressed a l l hands about the Jiremises and the work of opening and plac 
ig i t i n position v/as done with a l l possible speed, 

A carload of f u r n i t u r e f o r the Ellwood residence arrived Thursday 
rening and hqs been moved and i s being put i n readiness to receive the 
.Iwood family shortlyo ^ _ 

Here i s an item from THE BEAUMONT JOURNAL, 1900: 

"In stating that the home of John W.Gates at Port Arthur would cost 
.5,000, the Jpurnal made a mistake of ^̂ 359 000» as the mansion w i l l cost 
>0,000» 

"Mr.Isaac Ellv/ood, his business associate, w i l l also build a ,̂ 50,000 
jsidonce at the Port, and the two millionaires are expected to expend i n 
10 ncighbo.rhood of ^^500^000 i n improving the premises surrounding t h e i r 

..J palaces. , . , .. • 
"Port Arthur,therefore, i s to be doubly congratulated, v/nilo 

araraont and Jefferson County have cause to congratulate themselves on th o i r 
>od luck," 

Mr.P.E.Ellwood, son of Isaac Ellwood, arrived t h i s week i n 
ompary w'th his wife, and are at home at t h e i r beautiful PompoQian VLII'X 
.n the lake shore.s r,everal van loads of f u r n i t u r e have been received chi;. 
reok,and Mr.and Mrs.Isaao Ellwood qro expected down soon to spend some t^.c 
leroe 

• Additionra items i n TH}; PORT ARTinJR HERALD, 1901: 

EB.18,1901 — llr.C^ Isaac Ellv/ood has sold his beautiful Porapoiian v i l l a on 
Lake Shore drive to Mii. E.R.Hopkins of St.Louis,Mo. At tho time 
Messrs.Gates and Ellv/ood p-ai*chased the l o t s on which they b-ailt 
t h e i r handsome homos, Mr.h'opkins bought l o t s i n that part of the 
c i t y with a view of building some time i n the future, 

Mr.Hopkins i a a woll known c a p i t a l i s t , v/ho iias been largely 
interested i n the companies that b u i l t the Port Arthur crmal and 
docks,the Kansas City Southern Railroad,etco, and has alv/ays talten 
a warm personal interest i n the growth and development of this c i t y 
v/ith a view of building some time i n the futureo 

The Herald i s glad to knov/ that he has acquired t h i s handsome 
property and hopes he v / i l l become so enamored with i t and our 
beautiful l i t t l e c i t y as to make i t his home a largo part of every 
year. 

The .Ellv/ood home on Lake Shore drib-c'>) now owned by Mr.Hopkins of St. 
auis, has been leased by some of the o f f i c e r s of the Guffey Petroleum 
Oaipany and i s being f i t t e d up feady f o r immediate occupancy 



JEFFEKSON COUNTY 
KISTOBIGAL SURVEY GOMMITTSS 

iMrs. W. F. FREDEMAN 
C H A I K M A N 
221 DRYDEN 

PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 7 7 6 4 0 
9 8 5 - 2 5 1 6 

March 10,1972 

Congressman Jack Brooks 
U.S.Capital Building 
V/ashington, D.C. 

Dear Jack: 

Tho vn-idersigncd Is i n f u l l accord w-ith the request s t i l ted here- in . 

Sincerely, 

.:rr-;. .'. F. ?rederaa.n, Chairman 
2?1 Dryden Place 
Port Arthur, Texas ??6̂ yO 



MRS. EDWARD O. GERMAIN 

3 7 3 a L A K E S H O R E DRIVE 

PORT A R T H U R , T E X A S 7 7 6 4 0 

;-:arch 1 , 1972. 

To V/hoai I t way Concernj 

REJ Hoaic of Mr. & Mrs, George M. Ccaig, 
1953 Lake Shore Drive, 
Port Arthur, Texas. 776AO. 

The above house wos b u i l t i n I9OO and vms and" s t i l l could bo, i n my 
opinion, the handsomest place i n Port Arthur. Tho place has been 
neglected f o r several years, as has been the tlirec acres of grounds. 
I t i s a great p i t y i f t h i s place i s not restored pron^ptly and used 
as an asset to Port Arthur. 

My father and mother, Mr. L Mrs. George M. Craig, bought t h i s house 
in 1902 and v/ith t h e i r three small children, l i v e d there happily for 
many years. I morried i n 1915 £̂ ad moved to Nev/ York, ay s i s t e r Louise 
morried and moved to Beauuont, my brother, George T. Craig, died when 
he \7H3 t h i r t y yeors of age, of ruptured appendicitis. Later, my mother 
died i n 19^0 and father, i n 1950' I"*^ then became necessary to s e l l the 
old home to Capt. and Mrs. Arne Peterson, vvrho l i v e d tliere u n t i l about 
four years ago, when they both died and the o].d house has been vecant 
since then. I f restoration i s not begun promptly, i t may bo too l a t e . 

'.'.'hy do I not buy the place? V/hen .my husbana died i n 1959, I decided 
to return to Port Arthur to l i v e and at that time t r i e d to buy back 
the home, but the Petersons refused to s o l i , not r e a l i z i n g , of coj^rse 
tlif>t they were to die so soon. I then bought a l o t on Lake Chore Drive 
and b u i l t tho house I am now l i v i n g i n . I can not own both houses 
nnd maintain them properIJ;. 

I do hope that some worthy organization w i l l see f i t to restore the 
place as i t could be a groat c r e d i t to them and a shrine to the people 
of Port Arthur. 

Thanking you, 
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6H-The Port Arthur News SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 1971 .,. 

et-a-m r b iit 1 
ll~~~~B!d~ Du~~~ates. ~~.r~ought the ~ 
}lome on Lakeshore drive! Stilwell and Isaac L. Ell- Gates home in 1920. Six ~~~ 
was razed, one of Port Ar- wood bought 12 lots, border- years later, he had it :ncved hf 
thur's early day landmarks ing on the Sabine lakefront. about 100 feet toward the ~~~· 
was destroyed. Soon afterwards, Gates and rear of the original plot to 

allow for the sub-division of · 
HereiswhatThe PortAr- Ell woodcommissioneda the acreage into what later 

thur News, dated July 3, well-known Chicago archi-· became, and still is, Bledsoe 
1960, had to say in part : teet to erect for them two Place. FJ 
· A claw hammer, wrecking $500,000 homes. . The home, with its stately W 
bar and lots of back-break- The structures, a colonial white columns, was SCI 
ing toil is slowly tearing mansion for Gates and a remodeled in 1926-27 when pr 
down a Port Arthur land- Pompeian villa for Ellwood, five rooms were removed. H1 
mark, something that 60 were completed in nine Originally there were seven hE 
years of nature's best winds, months. . bedrooms, a maid's room, fo 
rain and hurricanes couldn't Some doubt has been cast play room and six baths up-
do by several Port Arthurans stairs. Downstairs were a 

· . whether Gates' mansion ac- morning room, drawing } 
?-'he old Bledsoe hom~ lS tually cost half a million room, reception room, sun 

bemg razed. 
Located just off the 2100 doll,ars, when at the turn of porch, den, kit;hen, p~ntry; 

blockofLakesho ed ·v th the century, that much andtwo_butlerspantncs. , 
B r n e, e money was worth a con- Even m 1900, the home was C 
th

leds
3
o
0
e home wasfftohr moret >ervative two or three times equipped with an inter-

an yearsoneo emos .. d · t. t 
beautiful homes in Port Ar- :ts much as 1t 1s to ay. . , c~mmunrca ~ons sys em, 
thur. Countless dances and ~owever, the . cost ~~ Wl~h_speakersmmanyofthe 1: 
So . 1 -c t' , ld believed to have mclud~·c ongmall8 rooms. 

eta •• unc was were 11e on tl d · t 1 , th f t h f th . . cos y rapene!>-;· ar wor :. 
~ ron pore 0 e ram- and complete furnishin gs £~·1 Three of the original 

~hng,two-storymanorwhen the home, which Gatc1 bedrooms had fireplaces, pa: 
tt was the ~orne ~f Dr. Murf referred to as "his huntir,g although the huge mansi1on sy 
F. Bledsoe s family. .lodge." It was a duplicate v! was heated by steam. Th.e b~ 

B t th t t , r k t another of his homes ir. house had numerous vases, Ko 
u e s rue ure s m 0 Illinois urns and statuettes and 

Port Arthur's early days is · . . . an 
even more impressive . . . many Irreplaceable works th< 

It b -1t - 1900 f. th Gates and his family llved of art . 
. t wats. Uill mf oJr hE 'in the home only rarely, it The.Bledsoes lived in the 
m ern a wna y amous o n t d · h · · · · • 
W. (Bet-A-Million) Gates, twas rteptorkeh_. stmcel Ist~nl-1 home until the early 1940 s de 

h 'th A th . St ' l 11 eres s oo tm o a mos a when it was leased to the pe w o, Wl r ur l we ' parts of the world 
had the foresight to see Port 1 · th . .' 1 government as an apart- stJ 
A h h . . n e ongma cc•n- d · tl 

, . r_t ur t e progresstve c1ty struction, the Gates horne . men thou s e u r1 n g 1 sc-
lt IS today . . . . . was just one of several World War II years. ~t ~as ea 

Gates_ a capt~allst Wlth m- buildings on the estate-sized been an apartment bUlldmg Wl 

ter~sts ~ multiple ventu~es lot. Two servants quarters, ever since. 19 
-mcludmg ~he Kansas Ctty an ice house, a carriage Kl 
Southern railroad - came house and even a ba rber Now the house is being diJ 
to Port Arthur in December, shop were situated 'at the torn down by George Henry, 
1899, to inspect the ship rear of the mansion. A stone a professional h-ouse 
canal, elevator (grain). garage was reportedly built wrecker, who is selling ev- pr -
wharves and docks. in later years. erything salvageable. fn 
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Hesitant abouttaking a JOb that from the day we opened over $20 million in assets s t 
with the new savings and the doors on September 28,· with 15 employes. pi 

.. . . r . . . . " '' 



r I 

FI?«A.\CIER'S HO.VIES—Here are the fabulous homes, built by fmanciers John 
\V. (Bet-a-Million) Gates and Isaac L. Ellwood on Lakeshore drive, facing 
Sabine Lake, in 1900. Purport<'d cost of the homes was said to be $500,000. The 
prjoerty where the Masonic Temple now stands was purchased by James 
Hopkins, president of the Diamond Match company, whose wife refused to live 
here because of the mosquitoes. Later the Ellwood home, an Italian villa, (in the 
foreground) was purchased by Hopkins, who was another friend of Gates, whose 

sprawling mansion is shown in the background. The Hopkins home wa 
purchased by George M. Craig, president and founder of Merchants Ban 
handled Gates' interests here for many years, and the Gates home wa 
purchased by Dr. M. F. Bledsoe, pioneer physician. The Craig home, lai 
property of the late Capt. and Mrs. Arne Pederseb, still stands at 1953 Lak-
drive. The Bledsoe home was razed a number of years ago. (Photo Icai 
Mrs. E. B. Germain). 

Koppers 

in 1951 

j . . . , ^ . T | | , 1̂  .̂ 7' 
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Congre£()e( of tî e Unttelt States: 

Wa<i)*ngton. 9.C. 

March 2?, 19 72 

Congressional L i a i s o n 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

The attached communication 

is sent for your consideration. 

Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward me 

the necessary information for re-

pl^^returning the enclosed corre­

spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly, f t . 

JACK BROOKS, M. C. 

NINTH DISTRICT, TEXAS 
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POET AETHUS HIBTOElGAL SOCIETY 

PORT ARTHUR. TEXAS 77640 

OFFICERS 

President ,»Krs. W. F«Fredcn:an, 221 Dryden Place 
Vico-P:^.esident,. .»«Mrs• W. l^ilce^im'rpiiy, 23s-o Evergreen Drfvo" 
Secretary Mr. Dow V/yr̂ n, V/orld Trade Building 
Treasurer«• ...» .Kr. Claude Pierce, Merchants Bank 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mr. John Ayres, Editor - Port Arthur News — - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f r ^ ^ - ^ 

Mr. Jack Craig, President - Merchants National Eank'-̂ /̂V'/ 

Mr. Tom Feathers ton, Attorney At Law ̂  

Capt. John H. Palmer, Vice-President - Fo]'t Arthur Towing Co." 

Miss Lucy Stiefel, Libraian, Gates Memorial Library.- 3 /y ^<--^• 

Mrs. M. C. Franklin-, ^oa Jl[y..i^ O'aL 

MiTs. Mildred Yates Plummer, Attorney At Law '^oC c^^^^^^li^-^"^^^^^^ 

Mrs. E. B. Germain - 373^^ ^cAw^^--^ ^'^^-^ 

Mrs. Gordon V, Swart25 dh/^y^^t&y'tP^-^ 

Captain Robert V/alker, Attorney At Law - '̂ ^ /3c^ /̂ -c^^o^ 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
MAY 25 ^ 

Name Location 

l9x4m (41 KS I I I ) 

ff—patlin TUlA 

Caop Vcrd* vicinity 
Karr Cwmty 

Fort Artbor 
Jof fanoo County 

Also Notified 

k. John G. Tower 
i . Uoyd M. Bontsen, Jr . 

0* C* Flohor 
IMM JMk Brooks 

Director, Southwest Region 

Mr* Truett LatlMt 
laoeutl^ Director 

State Blatorlcel 

Foot Offlae Beat 12276 
Cupitol StotlMi 

1, Texas 78711 

jwland: jcc 6/6/73 
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United Starts Dc ) MI t incut »)! ilu Inu i joi 

.\A'11().\.\I. I .\KK SUi \ l( I 
\V\.SIII\i;|. I S. DC j o j i i , 

H3A-PR MAr ; y hi' 

Mrs. Pat Wood, Jr. 
3217 Woodlawn Drive 
Groves, Texas 77619 

Dear Mrs. Wood: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r requesting information on the Nationii 
Register of Historic Places, 

We are enclosing a fact sheet e n t i t l e d "The National Kegi^.t.i . . i 
Historic Places" which explains the c r i t e r i a for lu.ui„.itlon.s ,i.,.i 
describes related programs of the National Park Service. A i l , ml 
nations are submitted through the appropriate State l i l u t o r i c ..u-
ervatlon Officer. 

In addition to the Pompeiian V i l l a , other properti. lu M 1 cr.on 
County entered i n the National Register of Histo r i c Places aie 
French Trading Post, ?.99'j French Road; McFadden Ho..:.. Compiex, 190,, 
McFadden; and Lucas Cu:.\u : , .Spindletop O i l Field , a i l in l?eani:..Mt. 
We are enclc ilng an ..ider l.l..ak l o r the publication "ihe i l a t l . . , , , l 
Reeif^t. r of r i , I . ." Thl» publication wi I 1 , i . . M 
examples and photo,, ; . i |( i . .1 ,aoportles In a l l th,: :.i..c..;j. 

(We have, enclosed , . ..( H,. i uni V f l l inaii..,, 
1 wl,lcli wa.s .submitted l.> . ,, , ,,,i...er, K̂ ĉ-cnl i .. 1.1...!.,^, 
J Texas State Historic.J .S.n v. • < .....mi r i..', , I'o.it t t l i i . , i„. . | j , 
JCapltol Station, An.iln, T,-: ., j 7M7I1, who could piovi.i.- y u n \ i i h 
/ a d d i t i o n a l InformaLloi, ro., .jinn i ho preservation pioH.am u. i^.xa. 

We appreciate your I n t e r i 
National Park Service. 

\ 

i n h i s t o r i c preservation pi Hi.i ai.i;; i.j th 

Sincerely yours. 

William J. Mnrtat^h 
Keeper of the national 1;*, I ' l ' 

Enclosures 







PROPERTY TV) 'Sdtiviar\ Qo-̂  fem pe.1 i OA Ui I k Date:0c4 3. 

National Register property descriptions are being revnritten for entry 
in the cumulative 1976 National Register publication. In order to 
make certain that write-ups are correct, please provide the information 
indicated below within 10 days." The material should be forwarded 
directly to the Branch of Publications, National Register. 
* Please let us knov if additional time is needed, Ai^A". Wicl£«jiy kui^ 

— — ^ ^ " " " " ^ XDT̂ - 513- S*4tU 
1. Name 

Location 

Ownership 

5. 

Accessible to the public 

Present use /'Wv 

^ 6. Description (remodeled, restored?) (̂ shi«.U-/in ? Mhof i«> lirxltr* 

7. Photo 

8. Other 

Thank you. 

William J. I^rtagh 
Keeper of the National'Reglster 


