
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(R.v . 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

j l . NAME 

c: 
o 
o 

3 

a 

C O M M O N ; 

Cock House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

'402 E . H o p k i n s S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Marcos 

TEXAS 048 

C O N G R E S S I O N A 

#10 J . J . P i c k l e 
C O U N T Y ; 

Hays 20 9 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

f C h e c k One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

I S P u b l i c 

• P r i v o t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

1 1 In P r o c e s s 

1 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

1 1 Occup ied 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

S R e s t r i c t e d 

] Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE CCheck One or More as Appropriele) 

I I Agriculturol 

I I Commerciol 

I I Educational 

I 1 Entertoinment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

X I Museum 

• Pork 

[ I Private Residence 

I 1 Religious 

[ I Scientif ic 

I I Transportation 

n Other fSpec/iy; 

[ 1 Comments 

f 4 . OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 

— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

U J 
C i t y o f San M a r c o s 

U J S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

UJ P . 0 . Box 7 25 
(/> C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E ; C O D F 

San M a r c o s 78666 TEXAS 048 
5. L O C A T t O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Hays County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Marcos TEXAS 048 

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : ] Federal • State ]] County • Local CO 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 9 

o 

Z 
TJ 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

O 
z 



| 7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r g De te r io ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fChecfc O n e ; 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Charles S. Cock House i s a vernacular, l a t e Greek 
Revival residence, t y p i c a l of the modest limestone b u i l d i n g s 
constructed i n Central Texas i n the decade f o l l o w i n g the C i v i l 
War. 

The residence has two main rooms w i t h a c e n t r a l h a l l and 
a wooden rear a d d i t i o n . A pedimented p o r t i c o supported by 
square columns covered the c e n t r a l doorway. The main entrance 
has a s i n g l e door w i t h transom and s i d e l i g h t s . Small f l a n k i n g 
g a l l e r i e s were added sometime before 1886. These g a l l e r i e s , 
w i t h square posts, i n t r i c a t e wooden brackets and decorative 
b a l l u s t r a d e , w i l l be restored t o t h e i r appearance i n the 
attached 1886 photograph. 

Both p r i n c i p l e chambers had a f i r e p l a c e i n t h e i r end w a l l 
The west chamber's f i r e p l a c e has remained i n t a c t ; the one i n 
the east chamber had been removed and w i l l be re s t o r e d . The 
limestone house has s i x - o v e r - s i x l i g h t , double-hung sash 
windows. Window and door molding throughout the house i s very 
simple. 

A f t e r r e s t o r a t i o n of the house, which w i l l be accomplished 
w i t h a matching g r a n t - i n - a i d from the O f f i c e of Housing and 
Urban Development, the limestone, main p o r t i o n of the Cock 
House w i l l be open t o the p u b l i c as a house museum w i t h period 
f u r n i s h i n g s . The rear, wooden a d d i t i o n , which post dates the 
main house, w i l l be restored t o serve as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
o f f i c e f o r the Plaza. 

CO 

m 
m 

n 

o 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD fc'iecJf One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATElSI (It Applicable and Known) 1867 
AREAS OF SiGNi FIC ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

K 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

[ I C o m m e r c e 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

] ] C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

^ E n g i n e e r i n g 

[ 1 I n d u s t r y 

3 I n v e n t i o n 

[ I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

1 I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h 

l o s o p h y 

~\ S c i e n c e 

S c u l p t u r e 

I I S o c i a l H u m a n 

i t a r i a n 

n T h e a t e r 

1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i T I 6 > h e « - - t l S p e c i / 

NAttGNAL /gj 

I /O 

o 

u 
=3 

Q : 

I -

UJ 

LJ 

on 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Charles S. Cock House, erected i n 1867, i s a 
modest, vernacular Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e and the ol d e s t 
remaining r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i n San Marcos. The Town of 
San Marcos, located w i t h i n the 1832 Spanish grant given t o 
Juan Veramendi, was es t a b l i s h e d i n 1851, by General Edward 
Burleson, W i l l i a m Lindsay and Dr. E l i . T. Merriman. 

I n the same year as the founding of the town, Charles 
S. Cock and h i s w i f e , Susanna Walker Cock l e f t Water Valley, 
M i s s i s s i p p i , t o come t o Texas. A f t e r a year i n Bastrop, the 
Cock f a m i l y , which then included t w i n daughters, moved t o 
San Marcos. A f t e r l i v i n g f o r some years i n the c i t y . Cock 
purchased the p r o p e r t y on Fort S t r e e t (Later Hopkins Street) 
and i n 1867 b u i l t h i s rock house. Cock l i v e d i n the house 
u n t i l 1871, when he gave the p r o p e r t y t o h i s daughter, 
C e c i l i a , the w i f e of O'ames A. Montgomery. He re-acquired 
the house on January 14, 1884, and l i v e d there u n t i l h i s 
death i n 1897. As w e l l as being a farmer. Cock served as 
mayor o f San Marcos from 1881 t o 1883. The Cock f a m i l y 
continued t o occupy the residence the residence u n t i l 1906. 

A f t e r a succession of owners, the Cock House was pur­
chased on June 22, 1970, by the C i t y of San Marcos. The 
Cock House, a t y p i c a l example of stone r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e i n Central Texas i n the decade f o l l o w i n g the C i v i l War 
i s an important l o c a l landmark t o San Marcos. This s t r u c t u r e 
which i s one of the l a s t remaining h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s i n 
San Marcos, has now received a d d i t i o n a l emphasis through i t s 
l o c a t i o n i n the Veramendi Plaza p r o j e c t . The Plaza, which 
i s an Urban Renewal program, i s the f i r s t s t a t e o f a Green 
B e l t r e c r e a t i o n area t o be developed along the San Marcos 
r i v e r . The house, located on the corner o f the t r i a n g u l a r 
shaped Veramendi Plaza, occupies a p i v i t a l p o s i t i o n between 
the green b e l t development of the r i v e r and the downtown 
area o f San Marcos. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1. Texas s t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee f i l e . 
2. Unpublished m a t e r i a l prepared by Urban Renewal Agency o f 

C i t y o f San Marcos and The Hays County H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
Committee. 

). GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E S  
D E F I N I N G T H t i L t N T E R P O I N T O F A P H O P E R T Y  

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

29 52 59 

L . O N G 1 T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

97 56 12 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 

( L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: Gary L. Humc, Director, National Register Programs for Texas. 2 > > 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 9-28-72 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

108 West 15th S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

f^valuated according to Oie c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National B ^ k Service. The te^mmerideA 

• leVel of s i^ i f i canc j /q ( t 

Natioflal • 

Name 

Title Sta te L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

SEP 2 9 1972 
Date 

TEXAS 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Director, Ollice of Archeology and Hia^ric Preaerration 

ATTEST 

Date 

/I/O itrrh^ 

m 
m 

z 
«/» 
H 

70 

n 

G P O 9 3 1 . 8 9 4 

































Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

Hays 
^ ^ j j r t R ^ r t ^ O N L Y 

/^^4,J^V•'wtoW^t!^«'.9^| DATE 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N ; Cock House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

2. LOCATIC»l 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

420 E. Hopk ins S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Marcos 

TEXAS 
C O D E 

048 
C O U N T Y : 

Hays 
C O D E 

3. MAP REFERENCe 

lURC E; —usus - 299S-333 
San Marcos North) 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

1964 
4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L U M A P S 

1. Property broundor ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
m 2 1973 

3 

Name 

St. Mury's C k t M M 

flort Btockton Hiatoric Oistrict 

Fort Chadbounw (̂ 1 OC t i f ) 

Location 

San Harcoa 
•igra County 

Auatin 
TraTia County 

Fort Stockton 
Paaoa County 

Bronte Ticinity 
Coke County 

Hon. John 0. Tower 
•MU Xlayd Me BntaeB« Jr. 

J.J. (Jiaka) Pickle 
Biehard C. White 

Bon. Oaar BurlaaoB 
Director, Southwest Region 

Also N o t i f i e d Btate Biatoric Preaervatian Officer 
Mr. fruatt latiaar, Baecutiva 

Director 
Traaa State Biatorical Surrey 

CooMlttee 
Poat Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Auatia, Taaaa 78711 

PHE NRowlandilmp 4-12-73 



1. Cock House, Hays County - The present use 
i s a house museum i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the Chamber 
of Commerce f o r a meeting place. The r e s t o r a t i o n 
has r e c e n t l y begun but l i t t l e has been done a t 
present. Intended r e s t o r a t i o n i s t o i t s nineteenth 
century appearance. The chimney, porch and g a l l e r i e s 
have not been re s t o r e d a t present. The photos 
included were taken i n March 1975. 



NOTIIICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

I . S T A l t A f P l l C A T I O N IDCNTIf lER 2. (Kierri'fd for u«e hy Sliilr criilral infornintioii reception agency) 

Do N o i 

U w 

T h i i 

S p a c t 

3. G R A N T O R ; o . Fedf t ro i o g e n c / 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g a n i z o t i o n o l uni t 

National Park Service 
c. A d m i n i s t e r i n g ofr<;.e—(1) N o m e 

Divis ion of Grants 
(2) Address - StresI c r P.O. Box 

18th and C Streets m. 
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER; 

48-75-00123-00 

o. C o d e 

C i ty 

Washington D.C. 
Zip Code 

20240 
b. Tit le 

Cock House Dev., Ph. I 
C. Purpose 

Project work w i l l involve removal of the non-original front porch, rebuilding the 
wall and fi r e p l a c e , laying foundations to the porch, and reconstruction of the porcjh 
to i t s 1880's configuration, roofing; and i n t e r i o r painting. 

5. GRANTEE: o . N o m e Committee 
Texas, Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey / 
b. A d d r e s s —Street or P O Box 

P.O. 12276, Capitol Station 
Ci ty 

Austin 
Sto le 

Texas 
Zip C o d e 

78711 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Chfi k only the ningle most applicable box) 

o. Store b. Inter- c. County d. City 

»tote 

B • • • 

School 

d is t r ic t 

• 

f. Spec io l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

• • 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n t 7 o t i o n 

• 

i. O the r 

• 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h D a y 

75 09 25 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

75 10 

Doy 

03 

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Yeor M o n t h Day 

75 10 03 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

78 10 

Doy 

02 
11. TYPE Of ACTION (Check as many boxes an apply to this aetiou) 

o. N e w b. C o n t i n u o t i o n c. S u p p l e m e n t a l d . C h a n g e in ex is t ing g r o n i 

g r o n t g r a n t g r a n t 

( i d e n t i f y a g e n c y i n i t e m 1 6 ) (1) Inc reose in (2) Dec rease in 

d u r a t i o n d u r o t i o n 

• • • • 

i3 ) C o n c e l l a t i o n 

• 

(4) Inc feose(S) 

• 

(5) Decrease($) 

• 
12. A M O U N T OF C O N I R I B J T I O N 

o. F e d e r o l - ( U bos ic (2) S u p p l e m c n t o l 

s 15.000 
13 CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ( if none, clarify in item IC) 

b. S to le 

i 25.000* 

c. Locol 

S 

d. Other 

S 

o. P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

15.904 
b S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

14. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o . Fede ro l B u d g e t Accoun ts 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b. Publ ic Lows Title Sec. 

89 665 
PL Title Sec. Title Sec 

c. U.S. Code 16 U.S.C. 470 
15. FACILITY LOCATION; (Fur facility grant actions only) 

° "̂"̂  402 East Hopkins Street 
San Marcos 

b. Coun ty 

Hays 
16 REMARKS 

*City of San Marcos 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523C139)"5054 
STANDARD FOR,/. 2-.. 
June 1970 Bureau of the 

Budget Circulor A - 9 8 

J 4 0 - 1 0 1 


