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- aisles, clerestory triforium, transepts, and apse. The

St. Mary's Cathedral, a cruciform Gothic Revival
structure, built in 1847-48, has twin towers on the main
facade and a tall lantern over the transepts. The original
section of the Cathedral contains the central nave, side

interior walls and ceiling are plastered and painted. Trusses
and purlins add a decorative effect by dividing the ceiling
into panels.%

The exterior is constructed of brick walls, stucco-
covered and scored to look like stone.¥ The central entrance
has an arched doorway with double doors and above it in the
front facade is a Gothic arched stained glass window of equal
proportions. Additional window openings are formed by lancet
arches with stained glass memorials. Hood-moulds decoratively
shield these windows, while the gabled roof accentuates the
Gothic quality.v Nave columns support a trussed roof structure.
The columns are simple wood coupled columns which brace the
truss structure, elaborated by wood purlins, braces and struts)|

\\ Nicholas J. Clayton, the first Galveston architect, con-
structed the lantern in 1876, following a devastating storm
in 1875. Two years -later a prominent Galvestonian donated
a bell and -a statue of "Mary, Star of the Sea," a symbol of
protection from storms, crowned the tower. 1In order to bring
the main towers into the proper proportlons with the new
central tower, Clayton then heightened the front spires in
1884. These tall twin spires are stepped back after a series
of peaked gables, supported by beautiful brick corbel tables.¥

A later addition has been built behind the original apse
with the tower and belfry as the connection. This addition  =-|

4.39%

SN O 1L dES L SN

serves as a school and is much later in style with some: othiel

detail. On either side of this rear portion, the structu:e*'
forms an inset gallery. : )/ I”'-»ﬁﬂﬁ

In 1900 Clayton supervised repairs after a dlsastrguSW\
hurricane.

Additional work was done in 1907 on the 60th anni 4ip) 7

of the Cathedral and the Diocese of Galveston. Marble wains-
coting replaced the wooden material and a new main altar of

e, 1%
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marble completed the foundations which had been laid in

the original construction. 1In addition,

was replaced with mosaic tiling. During their Diamond
Jubilee in 1921, additions included a marble altar rai
and steps and two marble side altars.

the sanctuary floorn
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St. Mary's Cathedral is the oldest }igi sfructure

standing in the cityf‘ The church is significant both for
its architectural value and as an historic document of the
evolution of the Catholic church in Texas. In addition,
the cathedral has played a part in Galveston's heritage.

In 1838 Reverend John Timon, C. M., was sent-to in-
vestigate the condition of the Catholic faith in Texas. He
and twelve of his brother Vincentians revived the Catholic
religion in Texas, culminating in the foundation of the
Diocese of Galveston in 1847. Together with his vice-
prefect, Reverend John Mary Odin, C. M., Timon managed to
procure enough money in 1841 to ‘build. a wooden-framed church
However, a storm blew down the small church the next year.
This tragedy convinced the prlests that they needed a more
durable structure. 1In 1844 during a yellow fever epidemic,
a v1s1t1ng priest, attending the sick and dylng, fell victim
to the disease and died within a few days. .The .following
year the relatives of this priest sent 500,000 bricks from
Antwerp, Belgium, to Father Odin as a memorial to be used
in the construction of a larger, permanent church.

On May 4, 1847, Pope Pius IX created the Diocese of
Galveston covering all of Texas, and appointed Father Odin
as the first Bishop of Galveston. In March of that year
Bishop Odin lay the cornerstone for St. Mary's Cathedral
and on November 26, 1848, dedicated the completed church.

The priests and the Cathedral served a central role in
the village of Galveston throughout the follow1ng years.
Durlng the yellowfever epidemic of 1853 and later in the
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Battle of Galveston during the Civil War, the priests
ministered to the sick and dying. After a disastrous

flood in 1875, a tower, topped with a statue of the

Virgin Mary, was erected and has served as a symbol of
protection against storms of the sea. During all of
Galveston's hurricanes, and particularly during the

great storm of 1900, many Galvestonians received consolation
and strength from this figure of Mary.

The Cathedral remains the official church of the Diocese of
Galveston.
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.
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2. Location.
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3. Classification. TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY.—
COMMITTEE ;

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.
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9. Bibliography.
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1847-1860
— St. Mary's Cathedral Church —
Galveston, Galveston County
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and the trussed roof/
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Galveston, Galveston County

St. Mary's Cathedral Church

1847-1860
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ‘TEXAS
JUN 4 83

Date Entered

Name Location

St. Mary's Cathedral Galveston
Galveston County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower
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Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.
Hon. Jack Brooks
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

Mr. Jerry Rogers
Chief, Branch of Registrat¥on
National Register

National Parks Service

18th & C Streets, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Jerry:
It has come to our attention that a restoration

grant from the
for st. Mary's
property could
near future, I
effect on this
grant.

Moody Foundation is currently pending

Cathedral in Galveston. If this

be placed on the Register in the very

believe this would have a significant

project's chances to receive the Moody

With warmest regards.

GLH/pbs

Sincerely,

Ga L. Hu
Director, National
Register Programs
for Texas




