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1. NAME W natfvtu '^>\ 

C O M M O N : 

S t . Mary's Cathedral 1 2 1973 '\^\ 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 

NATIONAL 
REGI$T£R 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2011 Church Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Galveston 

Texas 048 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

9 - Jack Brooks 
C O U N T Y ! 

Galveston 167 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

iXI P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

[5 f Occup ied 

I 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

2 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE CChec* One or More as Appropriafe; 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

^ Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

• En ter to inment 

I I Government 

I 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t o r y 

[ I Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

S I R e l i g i o u s 

[ 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

i I Transportation 

• Other (Specily) 

I I Comments 

f 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

C a t h o l i c D iocese o f G a l v e s t o n 
UJ S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

LU 2011 Church Avenue 
</) C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : ' : O D F 

G a l v e s t o n Texas n4R 
5. L O C A T t O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Galveston County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Galveston 
[6. RERRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survev 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 6 6 — 6 7 [ 5 f Fede ra l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 11 
Library of Congress 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington, D. C . D. C . 08 
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| 7 , D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

BCl E x c e l l e n t CH Good Q F a i r Q De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins Q U nexposed 

See (Check One) 

" e X t ^ A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved K l O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E ^ H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

St. Mary's Cathedral, a cruciform Gothic Revival 
structure, b u i l t i n 1847-48, has twin towers on the main 
facade and a t a l l lantern over the transepts. The o r i g i n a l 
section of the Cathedral contains the central nave, side 
aisles, clerestory t r i f o r i u m , transepts, and apse. The 
i n t e r i o r walls and c e i l i n g are plastered and painted. Trusses 
and purl i n s add a decorative e f f e c t by di v i d i n g the c e i l i n g 
i n t o panels.^ 

The exterior i s constructed of br i c k walls, stucco-
covered and scored to look l i k e stone.The central entrance 
has an arched doorway with double doors and above i t i n the 
fr o n t facade i s a Gothic arched stained glass window of equal 
proportions. Additional window openings are formed by lancet 
arches with stained glass memorials. Hood-moulds decoratively 
shield these windows, while the gabled roof accentuates the 
Gothic quality.> Nave columns support a trussed roof structure 
The columns are simple wood coupled columns which brace the 
truss structure, elaborated by wood p u r l i n s , braces and s t r u t s 

Nicholas J. Clayton, the f i r s t Galveston arc h i t e c t , con­
structed the lantern i n 1876, following a devastating storm 
i n 1875. Two years l a t e r a prominent Galvestonian donated 
a b e l l and a statue of "Mary, Star of the Sea," a symbol of 
protection from storms, crowned the tower. I n order to bring 
the main towers i n t o the proper proportions with the new 
central tower, Clayton then heightened the f r o n t spires i n 
1884. These t a l l twin spires are stepped back a f t e r a series 
of peaked gables, supported by b e a u t i f u l b r i c k corbel ta b l e s . ^ 

A l a t e r addition has been b u i l t behind the o r i g i n a l apse 
with the tower and b e l f r y as the connection. This addition 
serves as a school and i s much l a t e r i n st y l e w ith some Gothic 
d e t a i l . On e i t h e r side of t h i s rear portion, the structure 
forms an inset g a l l e r y . ^ ..Q-IO 

I n 1900 Clayton supervised repairs a f t e r a disastrous 
hurricane. 

Additional work was done i n 1907 on the 60th anniversary 
of the Cathedral and the Diocese of Galveston. Marble wains­
coting replaced the wooden material and a new main a l t a r of 
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marble completed the foundations which had been l a i d i n 
the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , the sr^nctuary f l o o r 
was replaced w i t h mosaic t i l i n g . During t h e i r Diamond 
Jubilee i n 1921, ad d i t i o n s included a marble a l t a r r a i l 
and steps and two marble side a l t a r s . 
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[fe. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

{ 1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n n 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18th Century 

^ 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E I S I c;f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ; 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E f C h e c k One or More as A p p r o p r i a f e ; 

Abor i g ina l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

i 1 Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

^ C o n s e r v a t i o n 

P i Educa t i on 

r n Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on - : .1 T 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

^ R e l l g i o n / P h i -

r . ^ r. 
l osophy 

• Sfc ien ie ' 

I I Scu lp ture 

^ Socio I Hum 

i t o r i a n 

Thea te r 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o 

[1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

u 

LU 

LJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

St. Mary's Cathedral i s the o l d e s t x e j ^ fruc t u r e 
i n Galveston and i s one o f the e a r l i e s t buTiairfii^s s t i l l 
standing i n the c i t y ^ The church i s s i g n i f i c a n t both f o r 
i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l value and as an h i s t o r i c document of the 
e v o l u t i o n of the Ca t h o l i c church i n Texas. I n a d d i t i o n , 
the c a t h e d r a l has played a p a r t i n Galveston's h e r i t a g e . 

I n 1838 Reverend John Timon, C. M., was sent t o i n ­
v e s t i g a t e the c o n d i t i o n o f the C a t h o l i c f a i t h i n Texas. He 
and twelve o f h i s b r o t h e r Vincentians r e v i v e d the Catholic 
r e l i g i o n i n Texas, c u l m i n a t i n g i n the foundation of the 
Diocese of Galveston i n 1847. Together w i t h h i s v i c e -
p r e f e c t . Reverend John Mary Odin, C. M., Timon managed t o 
procure enough money i n 1841 t o b u i l d a woodei;i-framed church 
However, a storm blew down the small church the next year. 
This tragedy convinced the p r i e s t s t h a t they needed a more 
durable s t r u c t u r e . I n 1844 du r i n g a yellow fever epidemic, 
a v i s i t i n g p r i e s t , a t t e n d i n g the s i c k and dying, f e l l v i c t i i r 
t o the disease and died w i t h i n a few days. The f o l l o w i n g 
year the r e l a t i v e s of t h i s p r i e s t sent 500,000 b r i c k s from 
Antwerp, Belgium, t o Father Odin as a memorial t o be used 
i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a l a r g e r , permanent church. 

On May 4, 1847, Pope Pius IX created the Diocese of 
Galveston covering a l l of Texas, and appointed Father Odin 
as the f i r s t Bishop o f Galveston. I n March o f t h a t year 
Bishop Odin l a y the cornerstone f o r St. Mary's Cathedral 
and on November 26, 1848, dedicated the completed church. 

The p r i e s t s and the Cathedral served a c e n t r a l r o l e i n 
the v i l l a g e o f Galveston throughout the f o l l o w i n g years. 
During the ye How fever epidemic of 1853 and l a t e r i n the 
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B a t t l e of Galveston during the C i v i l War, the p r i e s t s 
m i n i s t e r e d t o the s i c k and dying. A f t e r a disastrous 
f l o o d i n 1875, a tower, topped w i t h a statue of the 
V i r g i n Mary, was erected and has served as a symbol of 
p r o t e c t i o n against storms of the sea. During a l l of 
Galveston's hu r r i c a n e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y during the 
great storm o f 1900, many Galvestonians received consolation 
and s t r e n g t h from t h i s f i g u r e o f Mary. 

The Cathedral remains the o f f i c i a l church of the Diocese of 
Galveston. 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FOR 
NAME OF PROPERTY 

£ii^njiJlTY IS/IE3UDMITT1^ BA W:: y ^ . ^ f ^ 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Classifi c a t i o n , 

Owner of Property. 

Location of Legal Description. 

Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

Description. 

g (g g n w [E 
uu m i 1973 f 
TEXAS STATE HLSTORICAI. SURVEY 

COMMITTEE 

8. Statement of S igni f icance . 

. 9. 

10. 

Bibliography, 

Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates, 

Acreage, 

_11. Form Prepared By, 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage. (^.^4^ jjh^y^l'q/e A C H h h f v / ^ / ? ^ P 
e^^htAy-. L _—L 

Map Coverage. 

Cl a r i f i c a t i u n ' o r correction of the above items must be made pri o r to the I n i t i a t i o n 
of our proftssional review. Correction of these teclmical errors does not 
necessarily insure tii a t the nomination w i l l then sat i s f y the Natiinuil Re;,ister 
c r i t e r i a In f u l l . 

Thank you for your at t e n t i o n to the above items checlced 

SIGNED 
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\\. NAME 

TEXAS.. 
C O U N T Y 

Galveston 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1̂ 73 

u 

COMMON: cjf-. M a r y ' s C a t h e d r a l 
A N O / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

|2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2011 Church Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Galveston 

T e x a s 048 TUT 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

UJ 

UJ 

1/1 

U. S. Geological Survey 
1;2400 
1969 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. North orrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference # 2994-231 
Galveston. Texas 

INT: 155-72 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
JUN 4 1973 

Name Location 

St. Nary'a Cathadral 
GalVMlM Oavnty 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 

BMI* XiLoyd M. BcB' t J r . 

stata Historic Praaarratlon Offlear 
Nr. Trtwtt LatlMT, Imaatlva 

Dlraator 
Stata Historical Survay 

Dlractor, Southwest Region 
PHR MMott 6/13/73 

Post Offica SDK 12276 
Capitol StatlOA 
Attatlj>, Tmmm 7S711 



Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 
Truaff Latimer 

StKutira Director 

Mr. J e r r y Rogers 
Chief, Branch of R e g i s t r a t 
National Register 
N a t i o n a l Parks Service 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Jerry; 

I t has come t o 
grant from the 
f o r St. Mary's 
property could 
near f u t u r e , I 
e f f e c t on t h i s 
g r a n t . 

our a t t e n t i o n t h a t a r e s t o r a t i o n 
Moody Foundation i s c u r r e n t l y pending 
Cathedral i n Galveston. I f t h i s 
be placed on the Register i n the very 
b e l i e v e t h i s would have a s i g n i f i c a n t 
p r o j e c t ' s chances to receive the Moody 

With warmest regards. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Ga] _ 

D i r e c t o r , N a t i o n a l 
Register Programs 
f o r Texas 

GLH/pbs 


