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11. NAME 
-OEC 

C O M M O N : 

Menger Soap Works 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

sTREET_ANaNUMBER:3]̂ Q̂ ^ fcetweeii N. Laredo S t . & San Pedro Creek, south 
o f W. M a r t i n S t . (400 b l o c k o f N. Laredo) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Anton io 

Texas 
{3. CLASSIFICATION 

C O D E 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

20—Henry B. Gonzales 
C O U N T Y ! 

Bexar 029 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

S P r i va te 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

• In P rocess 

B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

[ I Occup ied 

^ U n o c c u p i e d 

i I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

[ 1 Educa t i ona l 

[ I En te r ta inmen t 

1 I Governmen t 

I I I n d u s t r i o l 

• M i l i t o r y 

I I Museum 

• Park 

n P r i v a t e Res idence 

f~3] R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

Other (Specify) 

vacant 

I C o m m e n t s 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 



| 7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

f C h e c k OneJ 

K Good • Fo i r • De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins Q Unexposed 

(•Check O n e ; 

K A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved S O r i g i n o l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Menger Soap Works, a two s t o r y vernacular limestone 
b u i l d i n g over a basement, was constructed i n 1850 t o serve as 
San Antonio's f i r s t manufacturing e n t e r p r i s e . The massive 
stone s t r u c t u r e i s b u i l t of l a r g e , m o n o l i t h i c stone blocks, 
used p a r t i c u l a r l y a t the base and i n the corners of the b u i l d ­
ing f o r added s t r u c t u r a l support, w h i l e the upper p o r t i o n s of 
the w a l l s c o n t a i n smaller limestone rubble. This type of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s s i m i l a r t o the technique employed by the 
Spanish i n c o n s t r u c t i n g the San Antonio missions and other 
c o l o n i a l s t r u c t u r e s . 

The roof i s p i t c h e d w i t h the gable end f a c i n g the main 
or North facade. A round limestone window frame, now f i l l e d i n 
i s v i s i b l e i n t h i s gable p o r t i o n . Three t a l l , narrow windows 
w i t h cedar l i n t e l s once extended from the lower p o r t i o n of the 
gable t o the f l o o r , but t h e i r s i z e has been diminished i n recen^ 
years by f i l l i n g i n p o r t i o n s of the opening w i t h b r i c k and 
rubble. The c e n t r a l window appears t o have been shortened and 
widened t o provide f o r a double door, but t h i s l a t e r entrance 
has also been f i l l e d w i t h rubble limestone. 

I n s e t i n the t h i c k stone w a l l s of the east e l e v a t i o n there 
i s a series of doorways w i t h transoms and cedar l i n t e l s . On 
the west side s i m i l a r entrances have been enclosed by b r i c k 
t o support smaller modern window frames. On the rear or South 
facade t a l l windows equal i n the size t o the o r i g i n a l windows 
on the North, have now also been a l t e r e d i n size by the a d d i t i o ^ 
of b r i c k . P r o t r uding stones, which must have been used some­
how i n the soap making process, add i n t e r e s t t o the east and 
west w a l l e l e v a t i o n s . 

The Menger f a m i l y owned and ran the f a c t o r y u n t i l a f t e r 
the t u r n of the century. Converted i n t o apartments i n 1950, 
the owner added a new roof and removed the o l d chimney, f l a g ­
stone f l o o r , and a s e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g which f r o n t e d on 
Ma r t i n S t r e e t . However, the b u i l d i n g remains b a s i c a l l y as i t 
was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t . 

This important p r e - C i v i l War i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g , t h r e a t ­
ened r e c e n t l y by d e m o l i t i o n , i s important t o the i n d u s t r i a l 
h i s t o r y of San Antonio, as w e l l as t o the Sta t e . The San 
Antonio Conservation Society hopes t o purchase and save t h i s 
b u i l d i n g from d e s t r u c t i o n and r e s t o r e i t t o i t s o r i g i n a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ' D 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I t A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 5 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFIC ANC E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

Commerce 

] Commun ica t i ons 

3 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 I E d u c a t i o n 

1 I Eng inee r i ng 

K Indus t r y 

( 1 I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

n M i l i t o r y 

n ' M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

[31 Scu lp tu re 

Q Soc ia l Humon-

i t o r i a n 

• Thea te r 

r n T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other f S p e c i f y ; 

u 

I -

LTi 

UJ 

l>0 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I n 1850 a German immigrant, Johann Nicholas Simon Menger, 
founded a f a c t o r y on the banks o f the San Pedro Creek i n San 
Antonio, Texas, t o manufacture soap f o r the fast-growing 
Southwest area. Soap had f i r s t been imported from S a l t i l l o , 
Mexico, i n 1835. As the Texas p o p u l a t i o n began t o grow, the 
demand increased f o r such basic needs as soap. Thus, Simon 
Menger decided t o abandon h i s occupation as San Antonio's 
f i r s t classroom music teacher, and e s t a b l i s h the more p r o f i ­
t a b l e i n d u s t r y of soap manufacturing. 

Menger located h i s f a c t o r y on the San Pedro Creek t o 
take advantage of the water supply. He b u i l t a large lime­
stone vernacular b u i l d i n g w i t h h i g h c e i l i n g s and t a l l windows 
to allow proper v e n t i l a t i o n from the s t e e l v a t s . The soap 
making process involved o b t a i n i n g suet from the various 
San Antonio butcher shops, mixing i t w i t h water from the 
nearby creek, then adding lye and acids. I n the t a l l , open 
room t h i s mixture was heated i n large s t e e l vats on a f i r e ­
place hearth, thought t o be below ground l e v e l . The l i q u i d 
soap was then poured i n t o square wooden vats t o c o o l . A f t e r 
s e c t i o n i n g the s o l i d cakes by pushing them through strong 
w i r e s , someone stamped the Menger l a b e l and wrapped the soap. 
I t was then d i s t r i b u t e d by wagon and r a i l throughout Texas 
and the Southwest. Production at one time i s s a i d t o have 
reached 40,000 pounds a week. Some of the brand names t h a t 
were l i s t e d i n e a r l y c i t y d i r e c t o r y advertisements were Alamo 
Queen, Katy F l y e r , Dragon, T r i l b y and German. 

Simon Menger's son, E r i c h , continued h i s f a t h e r ' s f a c t o r ^ 
u n t i l h i s death before World War I . The f i r m then closed and 
the b u i l d i n g remained vacant f o r many years. I n 1950 the 
s t r u c t u r e was converted i n t o apartments. Formerly hidden by 
d i l a p i d a t e d s t r u c t u r e s , the p a r t i a l c l e a r i n g of the area has 
j u s t r e c e n t l y revealed the charm of the e a r l y b u i l d i n g . 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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Texas 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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1 2 1973 
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The Menger Soap Works was the f i r s t manufacturing 
e n t e r p r i s e i n San Antonio and po s s i b l y the f i r s t soap f a c t o r y 
i n the Southwest. The b u i l d i n g i s a s i g n i f i c a n t and rare 
example of i n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e because i t i s the only 
p r e - C i v i l War i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g remaining i n Texas and perhaps 
i n the Southwest. 
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S T A T E 
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STATE TEX^8 

Date Entered Ut« 

Name Location 
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Director, Southwest Region 
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