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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Menger Soap Works, a two story vernacular limestone
building over a basement, was constructed in 1850 to serve as
San Antonio's first manufacturing enterprise. The massive
stone structure is built of large, monolithic stone blocks,
used particularly at the base and in the corners of the build-
ing for added structural support, while the upper portions of
the walls contain smaller limestone rubble. This type of
construction is similar to the technique employed by the
Spanish in constructing the San Antonio missions and other
colonial structures.

The roof is pitched with the gable end facing the main
or North facade. A round limestone window frame, now filled inj}
is visible in this gable portion. Three tall, narrow windows
with cedar lintels once extended from the lower portion of the
gable to the floor, but their size has been diminished in recent
years by filling in portions of the opening with brick and
rubble. The central window appears to have been shortened and
widened to provide for a double door, but this later entrance
has also been filled with rubble limestone.

Inset in the thick stone walls of the east elevation there
is a series of doorways with transoms and cedar lintels. On
the west side similar entrances have been enclosed by brick
to support smaller modern window frames. On the rear or South
facade tall windows equal in the size to the original windows
on the North, have now also been altered in size by the addition
of brick. Protruding stones, which must have been used some-
how in the soap making process, add interest to the east and
west wall elevations.

The Menger family owned and ran the factory until after
the turn of the century. Converted into apartments in 1950,
the owner added a new roof and removed the old chimney, flag-
stone floor, and a section of the building which fronted on
Martin Street. However, the building remains basically as it
was originally built.

This important pre-Civil War industrial building, threat-
ened recently by demolition, is important to the industrial
history of San Antonio, as well as to the State. The San
Antonio Conservation Society hopes to purchase and save this
building from destruction and restore it té its original
architectural integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1850 a German immigrant, Johann Nicholas Simon Menger,
founded a factory on the banks of the San Pedro Creek in San
Antonio, Texas, to manufacture soap for the fast-growing
Southwest area. Soap had first been imported from Saltillo,
Mexico, in 1835. As the Texas population began to grow, the
demand increased for such basic needs as soap. Thus, Simon
Menger decided to abandon his occupation as San Antonio's
first classroom music teacher, and establish the more profi-
table industry of soap manufacturing.

Menger located his factory on the San Pedro Creek to
take advantage of the water supply, He built a large lime-
stone vernacular building with high ceilings and tall windows
to allow proper ventilation from the steel vats. The soap
making process involved obtaining suet from the various
San Antonio butcher shops, mixing it with water from the
nearby creek, then adding lye and acids. 1In the tall, open
room this mixture was heated in large steel vats on a fire-
place hearth, thought to be below ground level. The liquid
soap was then poured into square wooden vats to cool. After
sectioning the solid cakes by pushing them through strong
wires, someone stamped the Menger label and wrapped the soap.
It was then distributed by wagon and rail throughout Texas
and the Southwest. Production at one time is said to have
reached 40,000 pounds a week. Some of the brand names that
were listed in early city directory advertisements were Alamo
Queen, Katy Flyer, Dragon, Trilby and German.

Simon Menger's son, Erich, continued his father's factory
until his death before World War I. The firm then closed and
the building remained vacant for many years. In 1950 the
structure was converted into apartments. Formerly hidden by
dilapidated structures, the partial clearing of the area has
just recently revealed the charm of the early building.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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in the Southwest.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Name Location
Menger Soap Works San Antonio
Bexar County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower State Historic Preservation otﬁcoé\
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director
Hon. Henry B. Gongales Texas State Historical Survey Committee

Mr, Floyd H. Hyde, Department Post Office Box 12276

of Housing and Urban Development Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Director, Southwest Region
PR MMott 12/21/73



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

Do Not
Use
1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER \ 2. (R_enrvcd for use by State central ixformation reception agency) This
48-73-00045-02 \\d

3. GRANTCR: o. Federal agency
| Department of the Interior

b. Orgonizetionol unit

National Park Service

c. Administering office — (1) Name

| Divisi £ G

(2) Address — Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code

18th and C Streets, N.W. Washington Ds Cs 20240
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER:  o. Code | b. Title

48-73-00045-02 Menger Soap Works Development, Phase I

c. Purpose

manufacturing enterprise in San Antonio and possibly the first soap factory in the

Southwest. Project work will include architectural research and extensive exterior
restoration.

Constructed in 1850, this massive vernacular limestone building was the first

5. GRANTEE: a. Name Committee
TEXAS Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey/
b. Address—Street or P.O. Box City : State Zip Code
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station  Austin Texas 78711
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)
a. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City e. Scheol f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
state district unit action orgonization
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
' Yeor Month Doy Yeor Month Day Year Month Day Yeor Month Day
5] 1 | =29 75 | 02| 27 75 oz | 27 |75 | 02|26
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)
. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant
gront grant ) __ grant
(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in  (2) Decrease in (3) Concellation (4) Increcse($) (5) Decrease($)
duration duration

g ] O O a ] O a

240-101

12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION

o. Federol—(1) bosic -(2) Supplemental b. State c. Local d. Other
. 8,500 s $ 13,239* $ :
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Program Number b. Supplemental Progrom Number

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16)

4 15.904

14. AUTHORIZATION

o. Federol Budget Accounts 10—58_ 1040-0- _1—[.;{)5 ]

b. Public Lows PL Tigle PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.

85 865

& U5 Code 16 U.S.C. 470

15. FACIUTY LOCATION: (For facility grant actions only)
8 . b. C

*®  San Antonio — Bexar
16. REMARKS
*Callaway Properties -

» STANDARD FORM 240
June 1970 Bureou of the

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5-54 Budget Circular A-98




