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ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

COMMON:

W. W. Browning House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

=

[2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
3/5 mile south of Highway 290 and FM 1155 intersection
CITY OR TOWN:
Chappell Hill
STATE cope |COUNTY: CODE
- 048 __Washington A1l
[3. CLASSIFICATION T .
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) VENERwIP g TO THE PUBLIC
] District Building [ Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure Private [ In Process K] Unoccupied [[] Restricted
[] Object [ Beth [] Being Considered [ Pesdervatich work [} Unrestricted
in progress X No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) /';i\ t! | .*‘[?\
T B e ¥ A 1,
X Agricultural [] Government [] Park /-“.}\\‘,f" rgn',*b/éﬂgﬂ - [C] Comments

[C] Industrial
(] Military
] Museum

] Commercial
[ Educational

[C] Entertainment

3/

[] Private Residen;/ EEEWEU (S;\‘/(-')’br).

[C] Religious
T v\]«‘l pe—
4 Wi P

=y

[C] Scientific i JUN @O

WNER OF PROPERTY

NATIONG . o

[OWNER'S NAME:
Col. Harvie R. Matthews

STREET AND NUMBER:

Church Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Chappell Hill

CODE

048

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

i31lVLis

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Brenham

STATE

Texas

CODE

FALNNOD

048

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey

1936

DATE OF SURVEY:
L

X Federal [C] State (] County

O] Local

{DEPOSITORV FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

DC

CODE

FEWNN ANMLNI

08

(See

continuation sheet #1)
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
[C] Excellent [C] Good (] Fair Deteriorated [C] Ruins [C] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
[] Altered &X] Unaltered [[] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to family tradition, construction on the W. W.
Browning plantation house had to be undertaken a second time
after a storm blew down the first framing. Consequently,
when the framing was replaced, Browning built a massive,solid
structure using only heavy timbers which were mortised and
pegged.

The Eyg;g;g;z_faised frame structure is a large, nearly
square block in the Greek Revival style, surmounted by a hipped
roof with a flat deck in the center. The size, massing and
strong roof line recalls some of the eighteenth century
Georgian houses of Virginia (D.B. Alexander, p.246). While
very massive in proportion, the Greek Revival detailing
thooughout the structure is extremely fine and often very deli-
cate, /

The house has a flat-roofed two-story portico on the
principal of north facade that covers:the broad double-door
entrance. The entranceway has wide, panelled doors flanked
by pilasters which separate the sidelights from the opening.
and extend through the transom. The transom, divided by the
pilasters into three parts, is glazed with twenty-four tall,
narrow lights, The entranceway is framed by a lintel with
crossets and jambs that flare §lightly at the base. A project-
ing cornice with a cyma recta molding crowns the composition.
This doorway, and the other three doorways which allow the
breezes to transverse the upper and lower central halls, are
all variations on the first floor main entrance composition.
All of these doorways are finished with an applied, painted
graining.

In plan, the structure has four nearly square rooms on
each floor, located to the east and west of the central hall.
Fireplaces are located on the inner wall between the rooms.
Each room has four large six-over-six light windows with each
pane of glass fourteen by twenty inches. Each chambers on
both levels on the rear or south facade also has a central
door, with transom above, that opens onto the two-story gallery
whicheextends across this facade. The second floor hall and
south chambers open ontona balcony which extends the width of
the center three bays. '

The house appears to have been completed in 1858, for the
W. W. Browning papers include a bill of lading for thirty-two
blinds at $5.50 per pair, made by H. Journeay, located on
Church Street in Galveston. These blinds were ordered in
August, 1858, and sent to Chappéll Hill on September 10, 1858.

The house has extremely fine detailing on both the inter-

ior and exterior. Although the house is in a very poor state

(See continuation sheet #2).
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. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[C] Pre-Columbian! [C] 16th Century (] 18th Century [C] 20th Century
D 15th Century D 17th Cen'ury E 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known) ]_858

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [C] Education
[C] Prehistoric .[[] Engineering
[C] Historic

Agriculture

Political (] Urben Planning

Religion/Phi- 3 %_
i losophy \j 1O/ - P

Science

Industry

Invention
Architecture
Art

Commerce

Lendscape Sculpture

oo O

Architecture Social/Human-

Literature itarian

Communications Military Theater P Al A

O0o00KO
o0 Oao

00

Conservation

Music Transportation N REal

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chappell Hill, originally known as Ceder (sic) Creek
Community, is a small town approximately ten miles southeast
of Brenham. The rich, productive lands apvoundithe creek soon
made the community an important agricultural center, and in
the 1840s and 1850s, a number of the prosperous planters
constructed outstanding Greek Revival residences.

Among the most impressive residences in the area is the
Colonel William Westcott Browning plantation house, which was
constructed in the late 1850s. Colonel William Westcott
Browning, born in South Carolina, November 21, 1808, was among
the original settlers of this agricultural community. (It is
unclear whether the title “"colonel"™ was earned in military ser-
vice or was honorary.) Browning, a staunch Methodist, was
apparently among those who made Chappell Hill virtually the
capital of Methodism in Texas. This predominently Methodist
community also became a religious educational center with
the establishment of the “Chappell Hill Male and Female
Institute" in 1850. Browning served for a number of years on
the board of trustees, and contributed to the financial support
of the institutdon.

o W. W. Browning concentrated his energies on his two

L interests, farming and the Chappell Hill Institute; he appar-
"~ |ently had no interest in public service and held no public

| |office in Texas. As a planter in the pre-Civil War period,

'~ |Browning was very successful and in the 1850s an inventory liste
—~/ thim as having property valued at $216,790 and sixty-two slaves.
3/ (All Our Yesterdays, p.3)

Browning died in 1871 and is buried in the Chappell Hill
cemetery. The plantation has remained in the family to the
present.
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TEXAS
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES prm——— )
Washington
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) bbb g i

COMMON: W. W. Browning House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

3/5 mile south of intersection, US290 and FM 1_155"

CITY OR TOWN: . > };' ,f.\'“ 7
Chappell Hikl \/ X O
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: /o] ; &
TEXAS 048 Washlngt )el

SOURCE:
United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey

jpcare:  1:24000

1962

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. Texas Map Reference #3096-124

2. North arrow.

Chappell Hill, T _xas

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TEXAS

Date Entered JAN 2 1872

Name Location .
King Willian Eistoric District . San Antonio

Bexar County

lBrownin:g {(W.%.) Houae Chapnell Hill
Washington County

Ta Villite Historic District San Antonio
Bexay County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower State Liaison CFficer

Eon. Zlovd M. Bentsen Mr, Pruett Latiaay

Hoa. Penry B. CGonzales Evocutive DRirector

Fon. Olin Teagw Taxn28 Stats Historxical Survey Commitd
Post Office Box 12276

Director, Scuthwest Region Casitol Station

! HR NRowland:mm  1/18/72 Austin, Texas 75711



