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C O M M O N : 

W. W. B r o w n i n g House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

1 . L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

3/5 m i l e s o u t h o f Highway 290 and FM 1155 i n t e r s e c t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

C h a p p e l l H i l l 
S T A T E 

Texas 
j3. CLASSIFICATION 

048 

C O U N T Y : 

Washing ton 477 
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•=> 
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ID 

UJ 

CATEGORY 
f C h e c J t O n e ; 

• Distr ict ( 3 Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

K Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

STATUS 

n Occupied 

?C1 Unoccupied 

! I Preservotion work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
• Reitr ic led 

• Unrestricted 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate; 

r X Agriculturol 

I I Commercial 

1 1 Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I t Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil itory 

Museum 

• Pork 

te Res iden j f .^ - ^ ^ g ^ W ^ 0 
f~1 Religious 

I I Scientific 

• i i lJronsboFtat ipn I I Comments 

! 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

C o l . H a r v i e R. Mat thews 
p r n i 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Church S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

C h a p p e l l H i l l Texas 048 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Wash ing ton County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Brenham Texas 048 
6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

T l T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

H i s t o r i c Amer i can B u i l d i n g s Survey _ 
1 9 3 5 K Federol • State D « T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 I County Q Local 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

W a s h i n g t o n nc 08 
(See c o n t i n u a t i o n shee t #1) 
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7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

^ De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d K U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved K O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

According t o f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n , c o n s t r u c t i o n on the W. W. 
Brovming p l a n t a t i o n house had t o be undertaken a second time 
a f t e r a storm blew down the f i r s t framing. Consequently, 
when the framing was replaced. Browning b u i l t a massive,solid 
s t r u c t u r e using only heavy timbers which were mortised and 
pegged. 

The two-story r a i s e d frame s t r u c t u r e i s a la r g e , nearly 
square block i n the Greek Revival s t y l e , surmounted by a hipped 
roof w i t h a f l a t deck i n the center. The s i z e , massing and 
strong roof l i n e r e c a l l s some of the eighteenth century 
Georgian houses of V i r g i n i a (D.B. Alexander, p.246). While 
very massive i n p r o p o r t i o n , the Greek Revival d e t a i l i n g 
throughout the s t r u c t u r e i s extremely f i n e and o f t e n very d e l i ­
cate. ' 

The house has a f l a t - r o o f e d two-story p o r t i c o on the 
p r i n c i p a l o f n o r t h facade t h a t covers the broad double-door 
entrance. The entranceway has wide, panelled doors flanked 
by p i l a s t e r s which separate the s i d e l i g h t s from the opening 
and extend through the transom. The transom, d i v i d e d by the 
p i l a s t e r s i n t o three p a r t s , i s glazed w i t h twenty-four t a l l , 
narrow l i g h t s . The entranceway i s framed by a l i n t e l w i t h 
cressets and jambs t h a t f l a r e s l i g h t l y a t the base. A p r o j e c t ­
ing cornice w i t h a cyma r e c t a molding crowns the composition. 
This doorway, and the other three doorways which allow the 
breezes t o transverse the upper and lower c e n t r a l h a l l s , are 
a l l v a r i a t i o n s on the f i r s t f l o o r main entrance composition. 
A l l of these doorways are f i n i s h e d w i t h an applied, painted 
g r a i n i n g . 

I n plan, the s t r u c t u r e has four nearly square rooms on 
each f l o o r , located t o the east and west of the c e n t r a l h a l l . 
F ireplaces are located on the inner w a l l between the rooms. 
Each room has fo u r large s i x - o v e r - s i x l i g h t windows w i t h each 
pane of glass f o u r t e e n by twenty inches. Each chambers: on 
both l e v e l s on the rear or south facade also has a c e n t r a l 
door, w i t h transom above, t h a t opens onto the two-story g a l l e r y 
which extends across t h i s facade. The second f l o o r h a l l and 
south chambers open onto a balcony which extends the w i d t h o f 
the center three bays. 

The house appears t o have been completed i n 1858,for the 
W. W. Browning papers include a b i l l of l a d i n g f o r t h i r t y - t w o 
b l i n d s at $5.50 per p a i r , made by H. Journeay, located on 
Church S t r e e t i n Galveston. These b l i n d s were ordered i n 
August, 1858, and sent t o Chappell H i l l on September 10, 1858. 

The house has extremely f i n e d e t a i l i n g on both the i n t e r ­ 

i o r and e x t e r i o r . Althouqh_the house i s i n a very poor s t a t e 
~TSee c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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of repair-, the s t r u c t u r e s t i l l appears sound and reveals the 
superior q u a l i t y of i t s design. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

I -

U 

I -

LU 

UJ 

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

3 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE<S) (H Applicable end Known) 1858 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

] P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

X ~ l A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

3 C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

[ 7 ] C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[~] E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 E n g i n e e r i n g 

I [ I n d u s t r y 

( I I n v e n t i o n 

] L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

n M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

'I l o s o p h y 

I I S c i e n c e 

I I S c u l p t u r e 

i I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

r~ l T h e o t e r 

] T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ 1 U r b o n P l a n n i n g 

• Other 

• JUU so 1071 

: 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Chappell H i l l , o r i g i n a l l y known as Ceder ( s i c ) Creek 
Community, i s a small town approximately ten miles southeast 
of Brenham. The r i c h , p r o ductive lands around the creek soon 
made the community an important a g r i c u l t u r a l center, and i n 
the 1840s and 1850s, a number of the prosperous p l a n t e r s 
constructed outstanding Greek Revival residences. 

Among the most impressive residences i n the area i s the 
Colonel W i l l i a m Westcott Browning p l a n t a t i o n house, which was 
constructed i n the l a t e 1850s. Colonel W i l l i a m Westcott 
Browning, bocn i n South Carolina, November 21, 1808, was among 
the o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s of t h i s a g r i c u l t u r a l community. ( I t i s 
unclear whether the t i t l e " c o l o n e l " was earned i n m i l i t a r y ser­
v i c e or was honorary.) Browning, a staunch Methodist, was 
apparently among those who made Chappell H i l l v i r t u a l l y the 
c a p i t a l of Methodism i n Texas. This predominently Methodist 
community also became a r e l i g i o u s educational center w i t h 
the establishment of the "Chappell H i l l Male and Female 
I n s t i t u t e " i n 1850. Browning served f o r a number of years on 
the board of t r u s t e e s , and c o n t r i b u t e d t o the f i n a n c i a l support 
of the i n s t i t u t i o n . 

W. W. Browning concentrated h i s energies on h i s two 
i n t e r e s t s , farming and the Chappell H i l l I n s t i t u t e ; he appar­
e n t l y had no i n t e r e s t i n p u b l i c service and h e l d no p u b l i c 
o f f i c e i n Texas. As a p l a n t e r i n the p r e - C i v i l War pe r i o d . 
Browning was very successful and i n the 1850s an inventory l i s t e d 
him as having p r o p e r t y valued at $216,790 and s i x t y - t w o slaves. 
( A l l Our Yesterdays, p.3) 

Browning died i n 1871 and i s b u r i e d i n the Chappell H i l l 
cemetery. The p l a n t a t i o n has remained i n the f a m i l y t o the 
present. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

30° 07 ' 35-

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

96° 15' 27" 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3 acres 
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C O U N T Y ; 

7 O" 

~ —— 

C O U N T Y ; 
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Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 6-21-71 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Austin 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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^_ 2. LOCATION 

U 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3/5 m i l e s o u t h o f i n t e r s e c t i o n , US290 and 
1 .-

F M \ J . 1 5 5 - ' 
s 

0£ 
C I T V OR TOWN; 

C h a p p e l l H i l l 
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«^ TEXAS 048 Wash ing ton 477 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 

UJ 

[SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

^77 1962, 1963 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

L Property broundaries where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #3096-124 
Chappell H i l l , T xas 
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