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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pollock-Capps House is a late example of the Queen
Anne style in 19th century architecture./ The Queen Anne style
was developed by the English architect Richard Norman Shaw and
it became extremely fashionable for American residences after
the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876. The style was
introduced in America through the two half-timber buildings
which the British Government erected as living quarters and
offices for the British Executive Commissioner and his staff.

\ The original two-and-a-half-story house built by Pollock
was of red Roman brick and contained ten ropms;’éntry hall,
drawing room, dining room, kitchen, four bedrooms and a bath,
as well as a two-story open porch and a basement. The house
has a slate and tile roof with metal finials and shingled gables
The complexity of roofs, towers and dormers are features of the
Queen Anne style. The house has a wealth of luxuriant materials
including stained and leaded glass windows and doors. ¥

William Capps remodeled the house in 1910 by enlarging
and enclosing the porch, adding two bedrooms, another bath, a
conservatory, and a porte-cochere. The grounds at one time
included a barn for horses and cows, a three-car garage with
ballroom above, a golf course and a tennis court (interview
with Frank Anderson, Novemher 26, 1971). Capps also panelled
the living room in mahogany. The dining room was panelled in
oak to match the original panelling in the entry hall and on
the stairs. During the 1910 remodeling, Capps removed the
shutters, lightning rod, porch columns and balustrade. The
house has remained unchanged since the Capps family ralterations.

\The house and its companion, the Ball-McFarland-Eddleman
House, are located on a bluff above the Trinity River. These
two houses retain some of the character of the neighborhood
which was once lined with similar Victorian mansions belonging
to cattlemen and businessmen. and which was papularly, and
somewhat derisively, known as "Quality Hill."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The.Pollock-Capps House at 1120 Penn Street, Fort Worth,
Texas, is one of two remaining 19th century residences in the
once-fashionable neighborhood called "Quality Hill." This
house,
period,reflects the prosperity of Fort Worth after the rail-
road made the city a center of the important cattle industry.

The Pollock-Capps House was built in 1898, probably by
an English architect, Howard Messer,
Dr. Pollock, a native of Galesburg, Illinois, and a graduate
of Hahanemann College, Philadelphia, practiced medicine in
Fort Worth for twenty-five years, from 1885 until two years
before his death in 1912. A homeopathic physician, Pollock
served three separate terms as president of the Texas State
Homeopathic Physicians' Association.

The Pollock family built the house at 1120 Penn Street
because they admired the house being constructed at 1110 Penn
Street for Frank Ball, an attorney from Galveston.

to design a similar residence for them at 1120 Penn Street,
next door to the Ball residence.

™In 1910, the Pollock residence was sold toyWilliam Capps,
co-founder of the law firm of Capps and Cantey (later Capps,
Cantey, Hanger and Short). This firm published the Fort Worth
Record and was also a developer in real estate.

The Capps family included three children, Count, Alba and
Mattie Mae. The youngest of the three, Mattie Mae, married
Frank Anderson, business manager of the Fort Worth Record.

The Andersons,with their adopted son, William, occupied the
house with Mr. and Mrs. William Capps.
Mrs. Capps in 1946; and Mrs. Anderson in 1963. In 1971 Mr.
Anderson moved to the Forth Worth Club and sold the house to
Historic Fort Worth, Incorporated, a preservation group organ-
ized by the Amon G. Carter Foundation and the Junior League

of Forth Worth, Incorporated.

Historic Fort Worth, Incorporated, plans to restore the
residence as a house museum.

constructed in the Queen Anne style of the late Victorian

for Dr. Joseph R. Pollock.

The Pollock
are believed to have employed the same architect, Howard Messexn,

Mr. Capps died in 1925;

This property as well as the Ball
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House (later known as the McFarland-Eddleman House) are historic
properties that will be incorporated into a proposed public park
on the flood plain of the Trinity River, an area directly behind
the bluff on which the two houses sit.
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COMMON: - Pollock-CApps House
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1120 Penn Street
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Fort worth
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1. Property broundaries where required. Fort Worth and Vicinity
2. North arrow.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Name Location
‘ Pollock-Capps House Fort Worth
Tarrant County
Gonzales County Courthouse Gonzales

Gonzales County

Also Notified

State Liaison Officer

Hon. John G. Tower Mr. Truett Latimer
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr. Executive Director
Hon. James C. Wright, Jr. Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Hon. Abraham Kaszen, Jr. Post Office Box 12276
Capitol Station
Director, Southwest Region Austin, Texas 78711
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