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1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

P o l l o c k - C a p p s House 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

1120 Penn S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

F o r t Wor th 
S T A T E 

Texas 048 

C O U N T Y : 

T a r r a n t 439 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
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• Distr ict [3g Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

53 Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 
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] Being Considered 

STATUS 
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in progress 
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a No 
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1 I Educotionol 
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I I Tronsportotion d\ Comments 

S Other (Specify) 

v a c a n t , w i l l 
be house museum 
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H i s t o r i c F o r t W o r t h , I n c , 
UJ 

m 
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7 , D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t CD Good ^ Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins • Unexposed 

("Check One ; 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved S O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

^The Pollock-Capps House i s a l a t e example o f the Queen 
Anne s t y l e i n 19th century a r c h i t e c t u r e . ^ The Queen Anne s t y l e 
was developed by the English a r c h i t e c t Richard Norman Shaw and 
i t became extremely fashionable f o r American residences a f t e r 
the P h i l a d e l p h i a Centennial E x p o s i t i o n of 1876. The s t y l e was 
introduced i n America through the two h a l f - t i m b e r b u i l d i n g s 
which the B r i t i s h Government erected as l i v i n g quarters and 
o f f i c e s f o r the B r i t i s h Executive Commissioner and h i s s t a f f . 

V The o r i g i n a l two-and-a-half-story house b u i l t by Pollock 
was of red Roman b r i c k and contained ten rooms;'entry h a l l , 
drawing room, d i n i n g room, k i t c h e n , four bedrooms and a bath, 
as w e l l as a two-story open porch and a basement. The house 
has a s l a t e and t i l e r o o f w i t h metal f i n i a l s and shingled gables 
'̂ T̂he complexity of r o o f s , towers and dormers are features of the 
Queen Anne s t y l e . The house has a wealth of l u x u r i a n t m a t e r i a l s 
i n c l u d i n g stained and leaded glass windows and doors. 

W i l l i a m Capps remodeled the house i n 1910 by en l a r g i n g 
and enclosing the porch, adding two bedrooms, another bath, a 
conservatory, and a porte-cochere. The grounds at one time 
included a barn f o r horses and cows, a three-car garage w i t h 
ballroom above, a g o l f course and a tennis c o u r t ( i n t e r v i e w 
w i t h Frank Anderson, November 26, 1971). Capps also panelled 
the l i v i n g room i n mahogany. The d i n i n g room was panelled i n 
oak t o match the o r i g i n a l p a n e l l i n g i n the e n t r y h a l l and on 
the s t a i r s . During the 1910 remodeling, Capps removed the 
s h u t t e r s , l i g h t n i n g rod, porch columns and bal u s t r a d e . The 
house has remained unchanged since the Capps f a m i l y - a l t e r a t i o n s 

^The house and i t s companion, the Ball-McFarland-Eddleman 
House, are located on a b l u f f above the T r i n i t y River. These 
two houses r e t a i n some of the character of the neighborhood 
which was once l i n e d w i t h s i m i l a r V i c t o r i a n mansions belonging 
t o cattlemen and businessmen, and which was p o p u l a r l y , and 
somewhat d e r i s i v e l y , known as " Q u a l i t y H i l l . " ' 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Century 
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The Pollock-Capps House at 1120 Penn S t r e e t , F o r t Worth, 
Texas, i s one of two remaining 19th century residences i n the 
once-fashionable neighborhood c a l l e d " Q u a l i t y H i l l . " This 
house, constructed i n the Queen Anne s t y l e of the l a t e V i c t o r i a n 
p e r i o d , r e f l e c t s the p r o s p e r i t y of F o r t Worth a f t e r the r a i l ­
road made the c i t y a center of the important c a t t l e i n d u s t r y . 

The Pollock-Capps House was b u i l t i n 1898, probably by 
an English a r c h i t e c t , Howard Messer, f o r Dr. Joseph R. Pollock. 
Dr. Pollock, a n a t i v e of Galesburg, I l l i n o i s , and a graduate 
of Hahanemann College, P h i l a d e l p h i a , p r a c t i c e d medicine i n 
Fort Worth f o r t w e n t y - f i v e years, from 1885 u n t i l two years 
before h i s death i n 1912. A homeopathic phys i c i a n . Pollock 
served three separate terms as pres i d e n t of the Texas State 
Homeopathic Physicians' Association. 

The Pollock f a m i l y b u i l t the house at 1120 Penn Street 
because they admired the house being constructed at 1110 Penn 
Street f o r Frank B a l l , an attorney from Galveston. The Pollocks 
are b e l i e v e d t o have employed the same a r c h i t e c t , Howard Messer, 
to design a s i m i l a r residence f o r them at 1120 Penn S t r e e t , 
next door t o the B a l l residence. 

^ I n 1910, the Pollock residence was sold t < ^ W i l l i a m Capps, 
co-founder of the law f i r m of Capps and Cantey ( l a t e r Capps, 
Cantey, Hanger and S h o r t ) . This f i r m published the F o r t Worth 
Record and was also a developer i n r e a l e s t a t e . 

The Capps f a m i l y included three c h i l d r e n . Count, Alba and 
Matt i e Mae. The youngest of the three, M a t t i e Mae, married 
Frank Anderson, business manager of the F o r t Worth Record. 
The Andersons,with t h e i r adopted son, W i l l i a m , occupied the 
house w i t h Mr. and Mrs. W i l l i a m Capps. Mr. Capps died i n 1925; 
Mrs. Capps i n 1946; and Mrs. Anderson i n 1963. I n 1971 Mr. 
Anderson moved t o the F o r t h Worth Club and sold the house t o 
H i s t o r i c F o r t Worth, Incorporated, a p r e s e r v a t i o n group organ­
ized by the Amon G. Carter Foundation and the Junior League 
of Forth Worth, Incorporated. 

H i s t o r i c F o r t Worth, Incorporated, plans t o r e s t o r e the 
residence as a house museum. This property as w e l l as the B a l l 

to {See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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House ( l a t e r known as the McFarland-Eddleman House) are h i s t o r i c 
p r o p e r t i e s t h a t w i l l be incorporated i n t o a proposed p u b l i c park 
on the f l o o d p l a i n of the T r i n i t y River, an area d i r e c t l y behind 
the b l u f f on which the two houses s i t . 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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level of s i gn i f i c^ i / e of this nomination is: 

National g f State nL.1 Los 

Texas 
C O D E 
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