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17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• Ex s i l en t H Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k O n e ; 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I U nexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d U n a l t e r e d 

f Checfc OneJ 

• Moved f 5 Or ig i r -a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Gonzales County Courthouse i s a red b r i c k t h r e e - s t o r y 
e c l e c t i c Romanesque Revival s t r u c t u r e w i t h white limestone t r i m 
The b u i l d i n g i s c r u c i f o r m i n pl a n w i t h four s e m i c i r c u l a r entrancje 
bays f i l l i n g i n the fou r corners of the cross which give a 
blocky, massive q u a l i t y t o the form. There i s a c e n t r a l tower 
above a red t i l e h i p r o o f . 

The basement i s rau-sed and of r u s t i c a t e d limestone. The 
windows are grouped w i t h p i e r s or columns marking the d i v i s i o n s 
and are given various treatments; f l a t l i n t e l s , Roman arches, 
and Gothic arches, a l l w i t h emphatic limestone l i n t e l s and arch­
i t r a v e s . The two main entrance bays have open Roman arcades at 
the f i r s t l e v e l and open g a l l e r i e s w i t h colonnades at the second 
topped by wide limestone bands and open b r i c k parapets. Lime­
stone stringcourses d i v i d e the s t o r i e s . One c i r c u l a r bay at 
the rear has i t s second s t o r y t r e a t e d as a piano n o b i l e w i t h 
very t a l l round arched windows w i t h three l i g h t s . The windows 
i n the r e s t of the b u i l d i n g are of the one over one double hung 
sash type. 

The tower i s square i n pl a n and i s flanked by four open 
cupolas w i t h colonnades and s t i l t e d domes. Each side of the 
tower has three narrow Gothic windows and the four clocks of 
the tower have transparent faces superimposed over the b r i c k 
a r c h i v o l t s of the windows and limestone cornice. The corners 
of the cornice boast four gargoyle water spouts. An open 
colonnaded belvedere w i t h a pyramidal red t i l e r oof crowns the 
tower. 
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. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

UJ 

u 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

i I P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 d l 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (11 Applicable and Known) 1894-95 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[71 A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v o t i o n 

1 I E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

[ I I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Gonzales served as the c a p i t a l o f Empresario Green DeWitt s 
colony from 1825 t o 1836. Since 1837, i t has been the county 
seat of Gonzales County. A proud self-image i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
the a r c h i t e c t u r e of i t s courthouse. The s t y l e r e f l e c t s the 
t a s t e which p r e v a i l e d i n the l a t e n ineteenth century; i t speak^ 
of an era during which newly wealthy cattlemen t r a i l e d t h e i r 
herds n o r t h , and b u i l t some of the most opulent homes i n 
Gonzales. 

P r i o r t o the age of the opulent mansions i n Gonzales, 
the courthouse had been " p r a c t i c a l l y the community center,... 
the s i t e of a l l r e l i g i o u s services before the various churches 
were b u i l t , and ... the scene of s o c i a l gatherings." (Tolson, 
p.77) I n a d d i t i o n , the courthouse was much i n use f o r i t s 
formal purpose, the enforcement o f law. The famous and v i o l e n t 
l o c a l vendettas such as the Sutton-Taylor feud, the L i t t l e f i e l c ^ -
M a r t i n feud, and the gun-notching escapades of John Wesley 
Hardin were more or less s e t t l e d by the time the courthouse 
was b u i l t i n 1896. However, the atmosphere was s t i l l v i o l e n t . 
I n 1899, "a leading doctor s e r i o u s l y cut w i t h a pocket k n i f e 
a man who accosted him w i t h a barrage of ugly names... and a 
m u l t i p l e shooting on a downtown s t r e e t i n v o l v e d several prom­
i n e n t f a m i l i e s . " (Tolson, P.89) 

The f i r s t Gonzales courthouse burned on December 3, 1893, 
and the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a second b u i l d i n g began i n 1894. The 
b u i l d i n g o f the new courthouse provoked c r i e s of p o l i t i c a l 
scandal. Debt-ridden farmers had been seeking a p o l i t i c a l 
voice f o r many years, and i n the 1890s they r a l l i e d t o the 
P o p u l i s t t i c k e t . Indeed, the general e l e c t i o n of 1892 d i s ­
closed t h a t a t h r e e - p a r t y system p r e v a i l e d i n Gonzales. Out­
voted Democrats claimed t h a t the P o p u l i s t county o f f i c i a l s 
had pocketed some of the money appropriated f o r the new c o u r t ­
house, had kicked back some of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n t o P o p u l i s t 

f r i e n d s , and had awarded the c o n t r a c t on p o l i t i c a l consider­
a t i o n s r a t h e r than on the basis of the best b i d s . 

Whatever the t r u t h may have been, the c o n t r a c t was l e t on 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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8. (cont'd) 
June 26, 1894, t o Otto P. Kroeger o f San Antonio. The 

s t r u c t u r e cost $64,450; i t was completed on A p r i l 8, 1896. The 
b r i c k from the b u i l d i n g i s s a i d t o have been f r e i g h t e d from St. 
Louis; the rock came from a quarry at Maurin, a few miles from 
Gonzales. 

The b u i l d i n g was e x t e n s i v e l y r e p a i r e d i n 1958. Improve­
ments included a new roof and wat e r p r o o f i n g . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1966. 
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,1/ ôvn vA 
[ l . NAME 

C O M U O N : 

Gonzales County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

[ 2 . L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R l 

Bounded by S t . L o u i s , S t . Pau l , S t . Lawrence, S t . Joseph Sts 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Gonza les 
S T A T E C O D E C O U N T Y ! C O D E 

Texas 78629 042 Gonza les 177 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

Z 

o 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i i t r i e l ^ Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

0 Public 

• Privote 

• Both 

Public Acqulmition: 

• In P roca i i 

( • Being Coniiderod 

STATUS 

S Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

O Pre»ervotion work 

fn p r o g r e i t 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Y a i : 

[ • Rei t r ic ted 

^ Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE CCfiecft One or More am Appropriate) 

I I Agriculturol 

[ I Commerciol 

• Educotionol 

I I Entertoinmenf 

[25 Government 

I I Industrial 

Q Mil i tory 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

• Private Residence 

• Religious 

• Scientif ic 

l~| Tronsportotion 

• Othor (Specify) 

[ I Comments 

U . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 

UJ 

UJ 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

County o f Gonzales 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Gonzales Countv Courthouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Gonzales 
[5. LO"CAT[OhrOfnrEGXirDESCRIPTION 

Texas 042 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ! 

Gonzales Countv Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Gonzales 
6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

Texas 042 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Texas S ta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey 

1 9 1972 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1966 • Federol Stote • County • Locol 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 

A u s t i n Texas 042 

o 
XI 

z 
TI 

c 
m 
O 
z 



17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good • F o i r 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

O D e t e r i o r o t e d n R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d 0 U n o l t e r e d 

CCfieci^ One) 

n M o v e d ^ O r l g i r . o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I I k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Gonzales County Courthouse is a red brick three-story 
eclectic Romanesque Revival structure with white limestone trim 
The building is cruciform in plan with four semicircular entrancje 
bays filling in the four corners of the cross which give a 
blocky, massive quality to the form. There is a central tower 
above a red tile hip roof.^ 

The basement i s reiised and of rus t i c a t e d limestone. The 
windows are grouped with piers or columns marking the divi s i o n s 
and are given various treatments; f l a t l i n t e l s , Roman arches, 
and Gothic arches, a l l w i t h emphatic limestone l i n t e l s and arch­
itraves. The two main entrance bays have open Roman arcades at 
the f i r s t l e v e l and open g a l l e r i e s w i t h colonnades at the seconc 
topped by wide limestone bands 'and open" b r i c k parapets. Lime­
stone stringcourses divide the s t o r i e s . One c i r c u l a r bay at 
the rear has i t s second story treated as a piano nobile with 
very t a l l round arched windows wi t h three l i g h t s . The windows 
i n the res t of the b u i l d i n g are of the one over one double hung 
sash type. 

The tower i s square i n plan and i s flanked by four open 
cupolas with colonnades and s t i l t e d domes. Each side of the 
tower has three narrow Gothic windows and the four clocks of 
the tower have transparent faces superimposed over the b r i c k 
archivolts of the windows and limestone cornice. The corners 
of the cornice boast four gargoyle water spouts. An open .-
colonnaded belvedere w i t h a pyramidal red t i l e roof crowns the 
tower. 
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PERIOD fcheck One or More ae Appropriate) 

• P r a - C a l u m b i o n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18 lh Cen tu ry 

S I 9 l h C e n t u r y 

• 20 th C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATEISl (II Applicable and Knotm) 1894-95 
AMKA* OF SIGNI FICANCK (Chtek One or More mm Approprlmie) 

Abor i g i n a l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

n A g r i c u l t u i a 

Q A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

( 1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c o t i o n s 

r~) C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

[ I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I 1 I n d u s t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

1 I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t v r a 

• L i t e r o t u r a 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h l . 

l o s o p h y 

I I Sc i ence 

• Scu lp tu re 

I I Soc io l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e o t e r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

• Urbon P l a n n i n g 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T .OF S I G N I F I C A N C E , .̂ 

^Gonzales served as the c a p i t a l of Empresario Gre< 
colony from 1825 to-1836. Since 1837, i t has been the county 
seat of Gonzales..County.^ A proud self-image i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
the architecture of i t s courthouse. \The s t y l e r e f l e c t s the 
taste which prevailed i n the l a t e nineteenth century; i t speak^ 
of an era during which newly wealthy cattlemen t r a i l e d t h e i r 
herds north, and b u i l t some of the most opulent homes i n 
Gonzales.' 

Prior to the age of the opulent mansions i n Gonzales, 
the courthouse had been " p r a c t i c a l l y the community center,... 
the s i t e of a l l r e l i g i o u s services before the various churches 
were b u i l t , and ... the scene of social gatherings." (Tolson, 
p.77) I n addition, the courthouse was much i n use f o r i t s 
formal purpose, the enforcement of law. The famous and v i o l e n t 
l o c a l vendettas such as the Sutton-Taylor feud, the L i t t l e f i e l d -
Martin feud, and the gun-notching escapades of John Wesley 
Hardin were more or less s e t t l e d by the time the courthouse 
was b u i l t i n 1896. However, the atmosphere was s t i l l v i o l e n t . 
I n 1899, "a leading doctor seriously cut wi t h a pocket k n i f e 
a man who accosted him with a barrage of ugly names... and a 
multiple shooting on a downtown str e e t involved several prom­
inent fami l i e s . " (Tolson, P.89) 

'^The f i r s t Gonzales courthouse burned on December 3, 1893, 
/ 

and the construction of a second b u i l d i n g began i n 1894: The 
bu i l d i n g of the new courthouse provoked cries of p o l i t i c a l 
scandal. Debt-ridden farmers had been seeking a p o l i t i c a l 
voice for many years, and i n the 1890s they r a l l i e d to the 
Populist t i c k e t . Indeed, the general e l e c t i o n of 1892 d i s ­
closed that a three-party system prevailed i n Gonzales. Out­
voted Democrats claimed that the Populist county o f f i c i a l s 
had pocketed some of the money appropriated f o r the new court­
house, had kicked back some of the appropriation to Populist 
friends, and had awarded the contract on p o l i t i c a l consider­

ations rather than on the basis of the best bids. 
Whatever the t r u t h may have been, the contract was l e t on 

(see continuation sheet #1) 
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