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w STATUS
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[] Object [ Both [] Being Considered ["] Pressrvation woik K] Unrestricted
in progress D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] Agricultural X Government ] Park [C] Transportation [[] Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial [C] Private Residence [C] Other (Specity)

[] Educational [ Military [[] Religious

[C] Entertainment [J Museum [] Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME: :
County of Gonzales 3
STREET AND NUMBER: l’l
Gonzales County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Gonzales Texas 042
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION e s
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: a
o
Gonzales County Courthouse H
STREET AND NUMBER: .-<(
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Gonzales Texas 042
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ; T
TITLE OF SURVEY: g
Texas State Historical Survey 3|
DATE OF SURVEY: 1966 [] Federal (3¢ State ] County ] Local ; 2
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(Check On;)
[C] Excellent Good [] Fair [C] Deteriorated [] Ruins [[] Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
[] Altered [X Unaltered [] Moved K] Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gonzales County Courthouse is a red brick three-story
eclectic Romanesque Revival structure with white limestone trim.
The building is cruciform in plan with four semicircular entrang
bays filling in the four corners of the cross which give a
blocky, massive quality to the form. There is a central tower
above a red tile hip roof.

The basement is raised and of rusticated limestone. The
windows are grouped with piers or columns marking the divisions
and are given various treatments; flat lintels, Roman arches,
and Gothic arches, all with emphatic limestone lintels and arch-
itraves. The two main entrance bays have open Roman arcades at
the first level and open galleries with colonnades at the second
topped by wide limestone bands and open brick parapets. Lime-
stone stringcourses divide the stories. One circular bay at
the rear has its second story treated as a piano nobile with
very tall round arched windows with three lights. The windows
in the rest of the building are of the one over one double hung
sash type.

The tower is square in plan and is flanked by four open
cupolas with colonnades and stilted domes. Each side of the
tower has three narrow Gothic windows and the four clocks of
the tower have transparent faces superimposed over the brick
archivolts of the windows and limestone cornice. The corners
of the cornice boast four gargoyle water spouts. An open
colonnaded belvedere with a pyramidal red tile roof crowns the
tower.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gonzales served as the capital of Empresario Green DeWitt
colony from 1825 to 1836. Since 1837, it has been the county
seat of Gonzales County. A proud self-image is reflected in
the architecture of its courthouse. The style reflects the

of an era during which newly wealthy cattlemen trailed their
herds nhorth, and built some of the most opulent homes in
Gonzales.

Prior to the age of the opulent mansions in Gonzales,
the courthouse had been "practically the community center,...
the site of all religious services before the various churches
were built, and ... the scene of social gatherings." (Tolson,
p-77) In addition, the courthouse was much in use for its

local vendettas such as the Sutton-Taylor feud, the Littlefielg
Martin feud, and the gun-notching escapades of John Wesley
Hardin were more or less settled by the time the courthouse
was built in 1896. However, the atmosphere was still violent.
In 1899, "a leading doctor seriously cut with a pocket knife

a man who accosted him with a barrage of ugly names... and a
multiple shooting on a downtown street involved several prom-
inent families." (Tolson, P.89)

The first Gonzales courthouse burned on December 3, 1893,
and the construction of a second building began in 1894. The
building of the new courthouse provoked cries of political
scandal. Debt-ridden farmers had been seeking a political
voice for many years, and in the 1890s they rallied to the
Populist ticket. Indeed, the general election of 1892 dis-
closed that a three-party system prevailed in Gonzales. Out-
voted Democrats claimed that the Populist county officials
had pocketed some of the money appropriated for the new court-
house, had kicked back some of the appropriation to Populist
friends, and had awarded the contract on political consider-

ations rather than on the basis of the best bids.

Whatever the truth may have been, the contract was let on

taste which prevailed in the late nineteenth century; it speaks

formal purpose, the enforcement of law. The famous and violent

) -

(see continuation sheet #1)
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8. (cont'd)

June 26, 1894, to Otto P. Kroeger of San Antonio. The
structure cost $64,450; it was completed on April 8, 1896. The
brick from the building is said to have been freighted from St.
Louis; the rock came from a quarry at Maurin, a few miles from
Gonzales.

The building was extensively repaired in 1958. Improve-
ments included a new roof and waterproofing.

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1966.
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in progress O Ne
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F4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

19 1972

. CWNER'S NAME: a
County of Gonzales 4
STREET AND NUMBER: M
Gonzales County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE: CODE
Gonzales Texas 042
i5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION G
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 8
Gonzales County Courthouse H
STREET AND NUMBER: . -(q
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Gonzales Texas 042
|- REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS e L
TITLE OF SURVEY: L. g
Texas State Historical Survey S (3] .
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» |7. DESCRIPTION e L

(Check One)

E— [ Excellent Good [ Fair (O] Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One) )
[ Altered X Unaltered ] Moved K Origiral Site

A

ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gonzales County Courthouse is a red brick three-story
eclectic Romanesque Revival structure with white limestone trim.
The building is cruciform in plan with four semicircular entrand
bays filling in the four corners of the cross which give a
blocky, massive quality to jyhe form. There is a central tower
above a red tile hip roof.’/

The basement is raised and of rusticated limestone. The
windows are grouped with piers or columns marking the divisions
and are given various treatments; flat lintels, Roman arches,
and Gothic arches, all with emphatic limestone lintéls and arch-
itraves. The two main entrance bays have open Roman arcades at
the first level and open galleries with colonnades at the second
topped by wide limestone bands and open brick parapets. Lime=
stone stringcourses divide the stories. One circular bay at
the rear has its second story treated as a piano nobile with
very tall round arched windows with three lights. The windows
in the rest of the building are of the one over one double hung
sash type. .

The tower is square in plan and is flanked by four open
cupolas with colonnades and stilted domes. Each side of the
tower has three narrow Gothic windows and the four clocks of
the tower have transparent faces superimposed over the brick
archivolts of the windows and limestone cornice.. The corners
of the cornice boast four gargoyle water spouts. An open : -
colonnaded belvedere with a pyramidal red tile:roof crowns the
tower.
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(] Pre-Columbion | [0 16th Century [ 18th Century [0 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century (X 19th Century
‘SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1894—95
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) i
Abor iginal [0 Education [ Political [0 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[ Historic [ iIndustry losophy /\A\t:D
[ Agriculture [ Invention [ Science g A . {4
B9 Architecture [ Londscape O Sculpture N IT[LFIVEU
0O Arn Architecture [ Seciol/Human- CO'{ Mm Sﬂ
[0 Commerce [0 Literature Fortui o | 1974_
[0 Communications [ Militery [0 Theoter NA/
[ Conservation [ Music [J Transportation EA,\
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ¢ ¢ g3 :

Gonzales served as the capital of Empresario, Gre-‘tzaﬁigs
colony from 1825 to-1836. Since 1837, it has been the county
seat of Gonzales, County.l A proud self-image is reflected in
the architecture of its courthouse. \The style reflects the
taste which prevailed in the late nineteenth century; it speak$
of an era during which newly wealthy cattlemen trailed their
herds horth, and built some of the most opulent homes in
Gonzales.

Prior to the age of the opulent mansions in Gonzales,
the courthouse had been "practically the community center,...
the site of all religious services before the various churches
were built, and ... the scene of social gatherings." (Tolson,
pP-77) In addition, the courthouse was much in use for its
formal purpose, the enforcement of law. The famous and violent
local vendettas such as the Sutton-Taylor feud, the Littlefield-
Martin feud, and the gun-notching escapades of John Wesley
Hardin were more or less settled by the time the courthouse
was built in 1896. However, the atmosphere was still violent.
In 1899, "a leading doctor seriously cut with a pocket knife
a man who accosted him with a barrage of ugly names... and a
multiple shooting on a downtown street involved several prom-
inent families." (Tolson, P.89)

N\The first Gonzales courthouse burned on December 3, 1893,
and the construction of a second building began in 1894! The
building of the new courthouse provoked cries of political
scandal. Debt-ridden farmers had been seeking a political
voice for many years, and in the 1890s they rallied to the
Populist ticket. 1Indeed, the general election of 1892 dis-
closed that a three-party system prevailed in Gonzales. Out-
voted Democrats claimed that the Populist county officials
had pocketed some of the money appropriated for the new court-
house, had kicked back some of the appropriation to Populist
friends, and had awarded the contract on political consider-

ations rather than on the basis of the best bids.

Whatever the truth may have been, the contract was let on

(see continuation sheet #1)
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8. (cont'd)

June 26, 1894, to Otto P. Kroeger of San Antonio. The
structure cost $64,450; it was completed on April 8, 1896. \The
brick from the building is said to have been frelghted from St.
Louis; the rock came from a quarry at Maurln, a fewvmlles from
Gonzales. ‘ D P

The building was extensively repaired in 1958.  Improve-
ments included a new roof and waterproofing. = -

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1966.
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

May 16, 1972

Dr. Robert J. Mullen
Branch of Registration
Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Dr. Mullen:

As requested by telephone today, we are enclosing a duplicate
of the submission for the Gonzales County Courthouse, Gonzales,
Texas, which was sent to Washington 16 July 1970.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
State Liaison Officer

i /’Mﬁ@w@

Theodore B. Powers, Jr.
Special Projects Coordinator

TL:TBP,Jr:sbd
Enclosure




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE O R O

Date Entered

Jun 19 172

Name

Pollock~-Capps Bouse

‘Gonzalea County Courthouse

(i Also Notified

Hon., John G. Tower

Hon. lLloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.
Hon., James C. Wright, Jrx.
Hon. Abraham Kazen, Jr.

Director, Scuthwest Region

1 HR NRowland :mm 6/13/72

anttameiitiir 2l P S el NS

~Conzales County

Location

Fort Worth
Tarrant County

Gonzales

4

State Liaison Officer
Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey Committee ;

Post Office Dox 12276
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
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Truett Latimer
(512)_475-3094
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b. Organization Unit  : Texas Historical Commission
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d. City : Austin e Cunty : Travis

f. State : Texas e 2PcCode: 78711

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

74-6016195
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Catalog) ;

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

g
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é 26. ORGANIZATIONAL URNIT Heritage 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE Grants 28. rDEEIE'?!AFlK-CﬁfrOLPl(CATION
8 Conservation & Recreation Service [Administration Division :
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