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I . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Jose Anton io Navarro House Complex 
AN D/ OR HI STO RI C : 

Navarro House 
2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

228-232 South Laredo S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 048 

C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 029 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Distr ict Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

53 Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

2 In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

^ Occupied 

I 1 Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

^ Restricted 

1 I Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate) 

I 1 Agricultural 

1 I Commercial 

1 I Educofional 

I I Entertainment 

I 1 Government 

[ 1 Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

^ Museum 

• Pork 

I I Privote Residence 

I 1 Religious 

I I Scientif ic 

I 1 Tronsportotion D Comments 

S Other (Specify) C l v i C & 

.snni a l f n n c t i n n s n f 
n n n . q R r v a - t - i n n S o c i e t ^ -

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

San Antonio Conservat ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

511 V i l l i t a S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

San Antonio C i t y H a l l 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1 9 6 4 • Federal St 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S 

T e x a s S f F i t p H i s t o r : CoininittcG S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 West 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
S T A T E : 

T e x a s 
(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 



7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

^ A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved K l O r i g i n o l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Jose Antonio Navarro House Complex con s i s t s of three 
stuccoed limestone b u i l d i n g s and a common p a t i o . The complex i s 
on a corner near the l a r g e new County j a i l , close t o the San 
Antonio business d i s t r i c t . At the southwest corner o f the com­
plex there i s a two-story stuccoed limestone o f f i c e b u i l d i n g , o r 
despacho, used as~ a law o f f i c e by Navarro. This s t r u c t u r e i s 
nearly square i n plan and has a s i n g l e room on each f l o o r . The 
h i p r o o f i s r e l a t i v e l y low p i t c h e d w i t h a g e n t l e f l a r e i n the 
lower p o r t i o n and narrow eaves. Large, prominent quoins de f i n e 
the outside corners of the b u i l d i n g . The f r o n t facade i s strong­
l y symmetrical w i t h two doors a t the f i r s t s t o r y and two windows 
placed above them a t the second. The side facade faces West 
Nuevo t o the south of the complex, and has one door and one win­
dow a t the f i r s t s t o r y . A rear door opens t o the p a t i o a t the 
east. There are no openings on the n o r t h side. The double doors 
and the window s h u t t e r s are of d i a g o n a l l y placed boards i n a 
chevron p a t t e r n . The windows are o f the casement type, ten 
l i g h t s i n each casement. There are f o u r - l i g h t transoms above 
each f i r s t - s t o r y opening. 

The Navarro House i s a few f e e t t o the n o r t h o f the o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g , f r o n t i n g on South Laredo S t r e e t . I t i s a generously 
proportioned t y p i c a l e a r l y Texas one-story house w i t h wide f r o n t 
g a l l e r y and w i t h a rear e l l w i t h g a l l e r y extending from an i n s e t 
rear porch. Three rooms open on t o the rear g a l l e r y . The windows 
are t e n - l i g h t casement type w i t h p a i l i i i l e d s h u t t e r s . The doors 
are double w i t h s i n g l e v e r t i c a l panels. 

A t h i r d b u i l d i n g , r e f e r r e d t o as a k i t c h e n , i s set toward 
the rear of the property, i t s side a t the s t r e e t t h a t forms the 
south boundary o f the complex. The b u i l d i n g has a h i p r o o f 
which i s continued as an overshoot r o o f on the f r o n t and rear 
porches. There are three rooms. The two rooms t h a t open on t o 
the porches each have a f i r e p l a c e . The windows i n t h i s s e c t i o n 
are v e r t i c a l s i x - o v e r - s i x l i g h t double-hung sash type. The end 
room, the room a t the n o r t h , i s the o l d e s t p o r t i o n of the b u i l d ­
in g s t y l i s t i c a l l y , and has massive stone l i n t e l s and six - o v e r -
s i x l i g h t windows. The porch colxamns have simple c a p i t a l s . The 
p a t i o surface i s of grav e l and f l a g s t o n e , and i s landscaped. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

on 

UJ 

UJ 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i o n I CD 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

S 19*h Century 

• 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E I S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 § 5 ^ 0 S 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• A g r i c u l t u r e 

K I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

^ Commun ica t i ons 

3 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

J I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

S P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• Theo te r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other fSpec i / yJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The three stuccoed limestone b u i l d i n g s t h a t make up the 
Navarro House Complex, i n San Antonio, were the home and business 
place o f Jose Antonio Navarro, a s i g n i f i c a n t f i g u r e i n Texas 
h i s t o r y . Navarro was born i n San Antonio, February 27, 1795, 
and was one of the two n a t i v e Texans who signed the Texas Deer 
c l a r a t i o n o f Independence, March 2, 1836. He was an a c t i v e 
proponent o f independence f o r Texas i n h i s youth against the 
Spanish, and l a t e r against the Mexican government. He was a 
f r i e n d of Stephen F. A u s t i n , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Texas i n the 
Mexican State L e g i s t l a t u r e i n 1824, and a s s i s t e d i n c o l o n i z a t i o i j i 
p r o j e c t s of Milam, Wavell, and DeWitt. Navarro had land grants 
i n f i v e counties, operated a general s t o r e , and p r a c t i c e d law. 
Frequently e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Bexar County before and 
a f t e r independence and a member of the committee of twenty-one 
which d r a f t e d the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the Repviblic, he was also 
delegate t o the Convention which voted f o r Texas annexation i n 
1845. 

Navarro was a commissioner on the i l l - f a t e d Santa Fe Exped­
i t i o n i n 1841, and was sentenced t o death by Santa Anna; l a t e r 
the sentence was commuted t o l i f e imprisonment. Navarro d i d 
spend three years i n the dungeon o f San Juan de Ul l o a before 
h i s p arole and escape. 

I n 1846 Navarro County was created i n North Central Texas, 
i t s county seat, Corsicana, named f o r the b i r t h p l a c e of Navarro 
parents — Corsica. As l a t e as 1861, Jose Navarro was s t i l l 
p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e and attended the A u s t i n meeting t o encourage 
secession. A l l f o u r o f h i s sons fought i n the Confederate Army. 
Navarro died i n San Antonio i n 1871. 

The Navarro House Complex i s s i g n i f i c a n t not only as the 
residence o f an important Texas p a t r i o t , b u t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t as examples of San Antonio b u i l d i n g s o f the 1850s. 
The complex was purchased by the San Antonio Conservation 
Society i n 1960 and r e s t o r e d i n 1962. Brooks M a r t i n , a r c h i t e c t 
f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n received the Texas A r c h i t e c t u r a l Society 
Award f o r Restoration i n 1970 f o r h i s work on the Navarro Com­
pl e x , (see c o n t i n u a t i o n shoot #2) 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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Webb, Walter P . , e d . Handbook of Texas. (Austin,1952) 
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H i s t o r i c San Antonio. San Antonio, 1963. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 
NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

29 25 22 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

98 29 48 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 acre^ 
L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R ^ ^ O y f i ^ f T B O t < H D * R I E S 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

U . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N 

C O U N T Y : 1 

O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

D TITLE: ^aync B e l l , Project Director 
Roxanne ,Wi 1 ]. iamson, Arch i t ec tura l His tor ian 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Snrvey r.nmmittpp 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 West 15th Street 

3-16-71 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Bark Service. The recoyJ^ended 

level of s ignif icanc^^f this nomination is:^ 

National VW I Stat^ 

Name 

Title State L ia i son O f f i c e r 

Bate A p r i l 20, 1971 

TEXAS 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Ptesetfation 

MAR 2 4 1972 
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8. Continued 

The main d w e l l i n g and the other b u i l d i n g s have been funnished 
w i t h antiques o f Texas, Louisiana, and Mexico, known t o have been 
i n use i n San Antonio d u r i n g Navarro's l i f e t i m e . The o f f i c e 
contains an e x h i b i t of p i c t u r e s and documents t e l l i n g the Navarro 
s t o r y . The k i t c h e n i s used f o r s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s o f the San 
Antonio Conservation Society. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1964 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| l . NAME 

TEXAS 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M ^ E 

COMMON: N a v a r r o House Complex 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Jose Antonio Navarro House 

2. LOCATION 

u 

\-

UJ 

I U 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

228-232 South Laredo S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San A n t o n i o 

T e x a s 048 

C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 029 
3. MAP REFERENCt 

S O U R C E : 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geo log i;sm^- Survey 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

— 
^±21: 19f?2, 19,53 1966. 1967 

4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map R e f e r e # ^ 9 ^ g 3 . 

, ' l l r 
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THE HOME OF 
JOSE ANTONIO NAVARRO 

228-232 South Laredo Street 

San Antonio, Texas 

(Across Nueva Street from Corporation Court) 

Open to the Public 

Daily: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

CociNA NAVARRO RESTAURANT 

Weekdays: 10:00 ajn. to 2:00 p.m. 

Otvned and Restored by the 

SAN ANTONIO CONSERVATION SOCIETY 



"/ have Strom to be a free Te.xian. I shall never forswear! 

JOSE ANTONIO NAVARRO 

1795-1871 



One of the greatest Texans of all time, Jose Antonio Navarro, was born 
in San Antonio de Dtxar, I cb.mary 27, 1795. He was the son of Any'.l 
Navarro, a proud emis;re from the island of Corsica, and Maria Joscfa Ruiz 
dc Navarro, whose family came to San Antonio from Saltillo, Mexico. 

I 
Sent back to Saltillo to school at the age of ten, the young Navarro came 

home to learn his father's bus-ness just as the turbulence of revolt against 
Spain swept over the New World. Members of his family were early activists 
on the side of freedom from Mexico. When local rebellions were quelled 
by Spanish arms in 1SI3, N.ivarro, then still only eighteen, fled as a political 
refugee to Louisiana ^hcre he was forced to remain for three years. 

Given amnesty, he came back to San Antonio to find his widowed mother 
worn and destitute. He threw h'mself into the task of working and caring 
for his mother and younger brothers and sisters. The family was under 
constant suspicion by the Spanish authorities. Nevertheless, during this 
period of hardship, Jose Antonio Navarro found time to read law on his 
own and to enter practice. 

In 1821, when Mexico finally secured her independence from Spain, the 
Navarro and Ruiz families again took their place as communit)' leaders. 
Jose Antonio Navarro was elected representative to the legislature of the 
State of Coahuila and Texas which convened in the old capital of Mon.lova. 
Navarro soon became known as the "Americanized Texan" because of his 
work on behalf of the new colonists from the United States and his friend­
ship with their leader, Stephen F. Austin. He was for some time the land 
agent for the Green Dcwitt Colony. 

As events moved toward the open break between Texas and the dictator 
government of Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, Navarro and his uncle. Fran­
cisco Ruiz found themselves again on the side of freedom. 

On March 2, 1836, at Washington-on-thc-Brazos, they both signed the 
Texas Declaration of Independence. They were llie only native Texans to 
sign th!s momentous document. 

Sam Houston's victory at the Battle of San Jacinto established the Republic 
of Texas as a free nation. Jose Antonio Navarro first served his new country 
in the capacity of representative to the first Texas Congress meeting at 
Houston in 1S38 and 1839-

Then, fatcfully, in 1841, he was sent as a commissioner with the famous 
Santa Fe Expedition. This brash band of Texans marched overland to the 
high desert of New Mexico to try to convince the people there that they 
should join the Republic of Texas rather than stay with Mexico. However 
all were taken prisoner by New Mexican authorities and sent on another 
cmelly long march to Mexico City to face Santa Anna's wrath. 



Jose Antonio Navarro, his initial death sentence revoked in the Mexican 
courts, was nevertheless held in a dungeon for years. He was kept under 
constant pressure by (he wily Santa Anna to forswear his allegiance to Texas. 
This Na\arro steadfastly refused to do, although his defiance meant continued 
suffering and separation from his svife and children. Finally, after having 
been removed to the grim prison of San Juan de Uliia in Vera Cmz, he 
managed to escape by ship to New Orleans, arriving home in tlie winter 
of 1845. 

Ever after a free man in a free kind, Navarro was, the very next year, 
elected senator from Bexar County to the first State Legislature organized 
after Texas joined the United States. 

As time went on, Navarro devoted himself largely to his family and his 
ranching activities on the San Geronimo near Seguin and in Atascosa County. 
He was pri'bablv happiest living and working at the Atascosa ranch, but spent 
much time at the town house and adjoining office he had built in San Antonio 
about 1S50 on Laredo Street. It was in this stone house that Jose Antonio 
Mavarro died on January 13, 1871. 

THE HOME OF JOSE ANTONIO NAVARRO 

A pleasant walk across San Pedro Creek from the Spanish Governor's 
Palace and San Fernando Cathedral, the home of Jose Antonio Navarro, great 
Tex.is patriot and signer of the Te:<as Declaration of Independence, offers a 
glimpse of home life in ninetcenth-centur)- San Antonio. 

Two of the complex of three limestone houses were built about 1850, the 
third probably even earlier in Spanish colonial time. The main dv.-elling, as 
have the other buildings, has been furnished with antiques of Texas, Louisiana, 
and Mexico, known to have been in use in San Antonio during Navarro's 
lifetime. Several unusual pieces were made in the San Antonio area by local 
furniture craftsmen of the day. 

The corner building, originally the despacho, or office, of Jose Antonio 
Navarro, and his sons, contains an exhibit of pictures and documents telling 
the Navarro story, along with copies of the declaration of independence of 
Texas and the United States and the Mexican equivalent, the famous Grito 
de Hidalgo. 

Tlie little old cocina, or kitchen, with its friendly shaded galleries, offers 
a spot for visitors to sit and relax a while as they make their way about historic 
San Antonio. 

A restaurant - "COCINA N.WARRO" - is now open Monday thru Friday 
inside the quaint old kitchen. The "Cocina" features special foods prepared 
and served by volunteers from San Antonio Conservation ScKiety. 


