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[2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

FM 912 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Brenham 1^ 

\3. CLASSrFICATION 
Texas 77833 04 8 Wash ing ton 477 

Z 

UJ 

lU 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ( 3 B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

® P r i v o t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

X I Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

I I Un res t r i c t ed 

S No 

PRESENT USE CChecJt One or Afore as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

1 I E d u c o t i o n o l 

i 1 En te r ta inmen t 

I I Government 

i I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 1 Museum 

• Pork 

r X P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation CD Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

James L . B r i t t o n 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3606 K n o l l w o o d D r i v e 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hous ton 
[5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Texas 04 8 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Wash ing ton County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Brenham 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 0^3 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

• Fede ro l State • Coun ty • L o c o l 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t P.O. Box 12276 78711 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n Texas 048 
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| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

[5p Excellent • Good • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered 3 Unoltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved [ 5 Origir.ol Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f I c n o w n ^ P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A two-story rectangular b r i c k p l a n t a t i o n house on a 
p a r t i a l l y r a i s e d basement. The w a l l s are of hand-made pink 
b r i c k , solid,and averaging t h i r t e e n inches i n thickness. The 
e x t e r i o r t r i m i s of cedar and pine. The gable roof has a low 
p i t c h , i s of cedar shingles, and has the ri d g e running p a r a l l e l 
t o the long ( f r o n t ) side of the house. The house i s of 
the c e n t r a l p l a n w i t h a two-story rear e l l . The three end walls 
are s o l i d (no windows) w i t h the three chimneys w i t h i n these 
w a l l s and serving s i x f i r e p l a c e s ( w i t h f i v e o r i g i n a l mantels). 
There i s a two-story attached f r o n t p o r t i c o w i t h a gable roof 
f a c i n g f r o n t . The eaves of the porch gable and the three end 
w a l l s are bracketed. The eaves of the long sides of the house 
are narrower and p l a i n . The porch has two s p l i t sets of four 
capped posts, and s l a t balustrades at both l e v e l s . The porch 
i s approached by a f l i g h t of seven s t a i r s corresponding i n 
heig h t t o t h a t of the p a r t l y r a i s e d basement. The two f r o n t 
doors have s i x panels each, transoms w i t h f i v e h o r i z o n t a l 
l i g h t s , and three v e r t i c a l l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s above panels set 
i n f i n e molded a r c h i t r a v e s . A one-story attached porch w i t h 
f l a t r o o f and balcony i s set i n the corner o f the rear e l l . 
I t has s i m i l a r columns, balustrades, and door t o those at the 
f r o n t , but the l i n t e l over the door i s l i k e those on the win­
dows. The basement windows are s i x l i g h t casement type. 
The f i r s t and second s t o r y windows are nine over nine double 
hung sash type, although the f i r s t s t o r y windows are t a l l e r 
than those of the second s t o r y . A l l of the windows have l o u ­
vered s h u t t e r s and wide white l i n t e l s which extend out from the 
window openings. The house has a 12'xl9' c e n t r a l h a l l and two 
19'xl9' rooms on each of the three f l o o r s , w i t h a d d i t i o n a l 
rooms i n the e l l . The i n t e r i o r woodwork i s e x c e l l e n t and there 
are p l a s t e r c e i l i n g r o s e t t e s i n several rooms. The house has 
been r e s t o r e d as a residence and i s i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . 
The k i t c h e n was o r i g i n a l l y i n an o u t b u i l d i n g . Several r e s t o r e d 
b u i l d i n g s have been moved on t o the pro p e r t y and the H a t f i e l d 
P l a n t a t i o n barn has been re s t o r e d , also. 



[6. SIGNIFICANCE 

(•1 

UJ 

LU 

on 

PERIOD fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 16th Century 

• I S t h Century • 17th Century 

• IS th Centu ry 

1 3 19th Century 

• 20fh Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l s l ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) , 1 8 5 3 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChec* One or Afore as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

PC] A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

\ 1 Commerce 

2 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

• I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

n P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

n Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urbon Planning 

Pother (Sptscifr) 

Cc 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The H a t f i e l d P l a n t a t i o n home i s a s t a t e l y b~riok home b u i l ^ 
i n 1853 i n the r u r a l s e c t i o n of Washington County, Texas. 
The t a l l , t h i n l i n e s of the H a t f i e l d house are somewhat unus­
ua l f o r Texas and are reminiscent of Kentucky and V i r g i n i a . 
I t i s a two-story s t r u c t u r e w i t h a p a r t i a l l y r a i s e d basement 
and an attached two-story f r o n t porch. I t s b u i l d e r , B a s i l M. 
H a t f i e l d (18117-1870), a n a t i v e of Kentucky, i s known t o have 
been i n Texas at the time of the War f o r Independence, because 
he was a member of Captain Gibson Kuykendall's company. F i r s t 
Regiment of Texas Volunteers. During the B a t t l e of San Jacintc^, 
the company remained i n Harrisburg, guarding the baggage of 
the Texas Army and c a r i n g f o r the s i c k and disabled. I n s p i t e 
of the r e l a t i v e modesty o f h i s s e r v i c e , H a t f i e l d received ( i n 
the manner o f the r e s t of the men l e f t t o guard the s i c k and 
the baggage) a Donation C e r t i f i c a t e (#158) f o r 640 acres of 
land i n l i e u of cash payment. State of Texas records show 
t h a t h i s Donation C e r t i f i c a t e was issued on May 8, 1849. 
H a t f i e l d also received a Bounty C e r t i f i c a t e (#672) f o r 320 
acres of land, dated January 4, 1851. 

H a t f i e l d ' s p r i n c i p a l place of residence was Washington-
on-the-Brazos . The Washington County records show him on the 
1837 tax r o l l s . He operated a "grocery" or saloon, and had 
a second-floor room i n h i s b u i l d i n g which was leased by the 
Republic of Texas f o r use as a Senate Chamber during the Sevent^h, 
Eighth, and N i n t h Sessions, 1842-45. This upper room was also 
used as the s i t e of the inaugural b a l l f o r President Anson 
Jones i n 1845. 

H a t f i e l d ' s best-known achievements were i n connection w i t l ^ 
the o p e r a t i o n of a steamboat, the Washington. As a Texas Cen­
t e n n i a l Marker s t a t e s : " I n the w i n t e r of 1850-51 w i t h Captain 
B a s i l M. H a t f i e l d , Commander, the Steamboat Washington landed 
here (Cameron) w i t h a shipment of merchandise from Washington-
on-the-Brazos t o J.W. McCown and Co., merchants at Cameron. 
The f i r s t , l a s t , and only steamboat t o navigate L i t t l e River." 

By the time of t h i s memorable n a v i g a t i o n f e a t , Captain 
_ H a t f i e l d had purchased che land known today c.s F l a t f i e l d Planta-

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 
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D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according: to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nat ioml Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nominatioa|is: 

National' 

Name 
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P.O. Box 12276 78711 

Texas 048 
N A T I O N A L REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

AMU 
Chief, Office of Arcfieology and Historic Pr^ervaiiZ 
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8. (cont'd) 
t i o n , f o r t h a t n e g o t i a t i o n vras made i n 1850. The l ^ i ^ was^ ovmed 
p r e v i o u s l y by Andrew M i l l e r , who was one of the "Old Three Hundred 
s e t t l e r s of Stephen F. Aus t i n . There was some k i n d of s t r w t t l r e 
on t h e land when H a t f i e l d purchased i t , but the mansion known toda^ 
was b u i l t f o r a second w i f e who i s p o s s i b l y the Mary H a t f i e l d 
b u r i e d i n the o l d cemetery at Washington. This s t r u c t u r e i s dated 
approximately 1853. I t s s o l i d w a l l s are made of handmade b r i c k , 
and are t h i r t e e n inches t h i c k ; white pine and cedar are woods 
used. There are two large rooms on each of three f l o o r s , and wide 
c e n t r a l h a l l s on each of the upper f l o o r s . Beams were handhewn 
cedar timbers, a l l notched and pegged, and square n a i l s were used. 
There was a detached k i t c h e n . 

From 1950 t o 1962 , the B a s i l H a t f i e l d House was vacant becaus|e 
of estate n e g o t i a t i o n s . I n August 1962, the home was purchased 
by Mr. and Mrs. James Lanier B r i t t o n of Houston, who spent several 
years i n r e s t o r i n g i t . They found wood timbers, f l o o r i n g , panel­
i n g , and t r i m i n Galveston where nineteenth-century s t r u c t u r e s 
were being demolished. Hardware was found i n Alabama, Tennessee, 
V i r g i n i a , Pennsylvania, and p a r t s of Texas. No more than f o r t y 
percent of the window glass was e x i s t e n t when r e s t o r a t i o n was 
s t a r t e d . However, o l d hand-blown glass was sought out and used 
to complete the g l a z i n g . 

From the p o i n t of view of the r e s t o r a t i o n i s t , there was one 
troublesome f a l s e note f a c i n g the B r i t t o n s . About 1910 the Lehde 
f a m i l y had employed an i t i n e r a n t a r t i s t who s t e n c i l e d designs on 
the home s w h i t e - p l a s t e r e d w a l l s . The B r i t t o n s had t o s t r i p down 
some of the w a l l s which were i n poor c o n d i t i o n , but as t h i s was 
not necessary i n two of the rooms, the s t e n c i l i n g i s s t i l l t o 
be seen there. 

Foor-operated l i g h t switches were set inconspicuously i n t o 
the f l o o r s , t o avoid marring the w a l l s . E l e c t r i c o u t l e t s placed 
i n the f l o o r are covered w i t h wooden s h i e l d s when not i n use. 

A tobacco barn nearby and a c a t t l e barn were also r e s t o r e d . 
The tobacco barn was i n good shape, but the other b u i l d i n g had t o 
be demolished, w i t h salvageable timbers numbered and reserved f o r 
the r e s t o r a t i o n . Supplemental m a t e r i a l s were obtained i n the 
area, and the b u i l d i n g was then reerected. 

The H a t f i e l d P l a n t a t i o n was designated a Recorded Texas 
H i s t o r i c Landmark i n 1965, and i n 1966 the B r i t t o n s were honored 
by the H i s t o r i c a l Restoration Award of the Texas State H i s t o r i c a l 
S u r v ^ Committee f o r t h e i r work on t h i s p r o p e r t y . 
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7) Ray, Worth S. A u s t i n Colony Pioneers. Austin, 1949 
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

H a t f i e l d Plantation, Washington County - 477 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 30° 18" 28" Longitude 96° 10' 30" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly read: 

Latitude 30° 18' 28" Longitude 96° 10' 34" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 

I 



vi". Texas Stcte Historical Survey Committee 
Si Bex 12276. Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Truefl Latimer 

Eieculire Director 

January 4, 197 2 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau o f R e g i s t r a t i o n 
N a t i o n a l Register 
801 19th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding c o r r e c t i o n s f o r 
the N a t i o n a l Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found t o be i n e r r o r . I t r u s t t h a t t h i s 
means of c o r r e c t i o n w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may p o s s i b l y s t i l l be e r r o r s b u t t o date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
e r r o r s of which you are aware we w i l l be g l a d t o t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

By; 

Wayne B e l l , AIA 
P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

TL/M'TB/pbs 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES" DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR • 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

Washington 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N ; H a t f i e l d P l a n t a t i o n 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2. LOCATiON" 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1.8 miles southwest of Washington on FM 912 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Washington 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 Washington 477 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

u n i t e d States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geolggg-^al j ^ u r v ^ y \ 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

mm 1958 r 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L U M A P S 
. , Texas Map Reference^30S|^A:ll4)£J/^' 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. -"̂  \ Z \ D C P l ' ^ T ' " 

2. North arrow. W a s h i n g t o n , T e x a s 
3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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ri 

«• ara pUMad to lafom yoa tJMt tha liiat«rl« f—yogti— llotod oa 

tka aocloaara IMTO baaa aoeijuito4 by tha Stata X4aiaoa Offiaar 

•yfolrtai kr tlw OovMnMir fwr tho iakplaMatati«& of tha Mtieaal 

Riatorlo Praaanrafcioo »i!Ot>i ia TOMUI aaA teva boao oatocad Into 

tha Batloaal »tf l«ta« of fiiatorie Plaoaa. f w r t w a Uoyd Paataan aad 

JolM « . tvmm havo alao kaa« pronrlted «itl) thia lafocaaUoa. By Mpy 

of this lettav, tha Stata Liaiaoa Offloor, Ks. Troatt Latlaor* 

Oiroetor, 'SwtM Stata liiatoricai Sturrey Co—Ittao, roat (tff ioa 

U376, cavltoi Statioa, Awatia, Taxaa 787U, haa lika«fiaa hosi|^ 

aoUfiad. A loaflat aspiaiaina tha Natiooal Kagiator ia aMsloaaS. 

^^4JP|MPsr*i7 rMura, 

Diraotor 

EAtarod ia tha ifatioaal haniatag '^^^ ^ ^ ' 

cct Mr. Truatt Latlner, Ezacatiye Diractor, Taxaa Stata Hiatorical Stirvay 
C0B»lttea, Poat Offlea Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Director, Southaaat Bagion 
LL: Mr. Malvin 
T 
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Hatfield Plantation Washington County, Texas 
Red House Washington County, Texas 


