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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Liendo Plantation is a late Greek Revival, two-story
frame structure built by Leonard W. Groce in 1853. The
Sixteen-room structure on a raised brick basement was con-
structed by slave labor utilizing the red clay from the Brazos
River for the brick.

The frame structure has a five-bay composition on its
main or south facade with two six-over-six light windows on
each side of a wide, single entrance door. The entrance has
narrow sidelights and a transom. The doorway opening onto the
second-floor gallery repeats thds scheme. A two-story, double
pédimented gallery extends across the center three bays of the
facade. The portico is supported by four square wooden columns
with inset panels. The portico and the main block of the house
shave a well-proportioned but simply-detailed entablature and
box cornice. A lunettuin the pediment of the portico contains
‘a star and the date "1853."

The exterior of the structure is sheathed in clapboarding.
On the interior, the floors and ceilings are tongue and groove
yellow pine. The ceiling of the drawing room was hand painted
in a design of roses and morning glories. The same design is
carried out dn the frieze. The interior walls are finished in
plaster. The wainscoating of the dining room and the second-
floor bedrooms reached six feet above the floors. Fireplaces
within the end walls are located in the four principal rooms
on the south elevation. A two-story frame kitchen and service
ell extends from the west side of the rear or north elevation.

The house is in excellent condition and has undergone
extensive restoration in recent years by the present owners.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Liendo, among the most famous and historic TexXas planta-
tions, was established in 1830 and from 1873 until the first
decade of the twentieth century it was the home of Dr. Edmund
Montgomery and Elizabet Ney. The history of the property
and its residents as outlined below is taken substantially
from the Handbook of Texas.

In 1830 José€ Justo Liendo gave Thomas F. McKinney power
of attorney to locate ten of the eleven leagues of land
Liendo had purchased from the Mexican government two years
before. McKinney located five of the ten leagues in what is
now Waller County, where the remarkable shape of the tract
still stands out on maps, since the survey was run to include
only entirely vacant land.

In 1841, McKinney, 8till acting for the owner, sold
Leonard W. Groce that part of Liendo surwvey which lay north
and west of Pond Creek, "3000 acres, more or less," for $1,500.
Groce increased his holdings through the years and in 1860
paid $1,200 for the remainder of the five leagues which had
not been sold.

Groce's residence on the plantation, which he named
Liendo, was built by slave labor and completed in 1853. The
frame structure in the late Greek Revival 8tyle contains two
stories above a raised basement. A "bachelorst hall" on the
grounds was equipped to house guests.

A convenient stopping place between the Houston-Galveston
area and Austin, L#endo had a stream of guests which included
the prominent of its day. Revenues of the plantation,which
was operated with about three hundred slaves, have been
estimated to have been as high as 80,000 to 100,00 dollars in
a productive year.

During the Civil War, Camp Groce was established at
Liendo, where cavalry, artillery and infantry were recruited.
Converted to a prisoner of war camp, it housed troops captured
at the Battle of Galveston. From September 1 to December 1,
1865, the plantation was the camping place of General G. A.

(See continuation sheet #2)




Alexander, D.B. Texas Homes of the Nineteenth Century. Universit:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
the criteria and procedures set

ark Service. The recg ended
of this nomination :l

evaluated according t
forth by the Natio
level of significa

National

Title State Liaison Officer

J-23—72/

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preseyvation

JUN 21 1971

Date

ATTEST:

4
of Texas Press, Austin. 1966.
Bracken and Redway. Early Texas Homes. Southern Methodist
University Press, Dallas. 1956.
Webb, Walter Prescott, &d.,Handbook of Texas. Austin, 1952.
Texas State Hlstorlcal Survey Commlttee. Marker flles.
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CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE e
Austln 048
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In 1866, Groce sold the white elephant Liendo had ecome but

had to take it back the next year. In 1873, Leonard.W. Groce, Jr.
sold Elizabet Ney and Edmund Montgomery 1100 acres, "the homestead
'tract of the late Leonard W. Groce, Sr." for $10,000.

Edmund Duncan Montgomery, born in Edinburgh, Scotland in
1835, early in life resolved to solve the philosophical problems
of life and mind by the experimental method. After studying
medicine in Heidelberg, Berlin, Bonn and Wiirzburg, he received
an M. D. degree and later practiced medicine in London and on the
European Continent.

In 1863, he retired to Madeira because of a tubercular
infection. There his lover, Elizabet Ney, féllowed him and they
were in the British consulate in November, 1863. Henceforth she
generally live with Dr. Montgomery, but she would not admit the
marriage and continued to call herself Miss Ney.

Miss Ney, a beautiful, talented and self-willed sculptress,
had been born in Germany in 1833. By the late 1850s, her talent
and charm had established an international reputation and she
had made busts or statues of such prominent figures as Schopenhausg
Alexander von Humbolt, George V, King of Hanover, Bismark, King
William I of Prussia, Ludwig II of Bavaria and Garibaldi.

In 1870, Elizabet Ney became involved in political difficulti
and she and Montgomery fled from Germany to America. They first
tried a farm near Thomasville, Georgia, and two years later,
on March 4, 1873, they purchased Liendo Plantation in Texas.

Montgomery devoted the remainder of his life to scientific
research, philosophical reflection, farming and ranching, and
striving to raise the cultural level of the community. His first
five years were devoted exclusively to the microscopic examina-
tion of the simplest forms of life; the next fifteen to the
formulation, exposition, and defense of his scientific and
philosophical views, based on his research. His essays written
durinc this period, were published in the leading scientific
and philosophical journals of America, England, and Germany.

Miss Ney, however, found it impossible to continue her work
as a sculptress. There was no stimulation and no appreciation.
For nineteen years she found her chief interest in rearing her
children and in uplifting the neighborhood Negroes. In neither
undertaking did she meet with success; in addition her strange

ways made her something of a curiosity in the neighborhood .
Eventually, however, she was able to establish herself as a

(See continuation sheet #3)
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sculptress and secured the commission from the State of Texas to
execute statues of Stephen F. Austin and Sam Houston for the
Texas Exhibit at the World's Fair in 1893. These two statues
now stand in the Capitol at Austin and represent Texas in the
Capitol at Washington. This commission led to her moving to
Austin where she built a studio. While Dr. Montgomery continued
to live at Liendo, Miss Ney spent most of her time in Austin,with
periodic visits to Liendo.

Once established as a sculptress in Texas, Miss Ney received
many other commissions, notable among which were a recumbent
statue of General Albert Sidney Johnston and her Lady Macbeth
walking in her sleep.

Elizabet Ney died on June 29, 1907, and was buried at Liendo
Plantation. In 1909 Dr. Montgomery deeded Liendo to Theodore
Law, reserving for himself a life interest and right of occupancy.
The same year Law sold to W.P. Graves, who in 1910 sold the pro-
perty to George W. Harris of South Dakota. Dr. Montgomery stayed
at Liendo until his death April 17, 1911, and was buried there.
In 1943, Mrs. Laura B. Harris, widow of George W. Harris, sold
her property to Miss Willene Compton. The property continued as
the Compton home until 1957. 1In 1960, the property was purchased
by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Detering. Mr. and Mrs.
Detering have completely restored the property.

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1965
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2 miles northeast of town off FM 1488, % mile on Wyatt Chapel Roqd
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[3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURC

United States Department of the Interiar Geological Survey

caLe: 1:24000

oate: 1960,1961
[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow. Texas Map Reflerence #3096-111

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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We are pleasad to inform you that the historie properties listed on

the enclosure have heen noainated by tha State Liaison 07ficer appointed
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Praservation Program in Texas and have bheea wntared into the MHational
ragister of Historic Places., Eenator Joha G. Tower and the appropriate
Repressntatives have alzo been provided with this information, By copy
of this laetter, the State Lisison O0fficer, Mr. Truett Latimer, Ezxecutive

Diractor, Tsxas State Historical Survey Comalttes, Past Cffice Dox 12275,
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

T. H. Mathis House

Levi Rockshelter

Paint'Rock ;ndian Pictograph Site
Lubbock Lake Site

015 Nacogdoches University Building
Westerman Mound

Hill County Courthouse

Ezekiel Cullen House

Lampasas County Courthouse

Parker County Courthouse

Aransas County,
Rockport, Texas

Travis County,
Austin, Texas

Concho County,
Paint Rock, Texas

Lubbock County,
Lubbock, Texas

Nacogdoches County,
Nacogdoches, Texas

Houston County,
Kennard, Texas

Hill County,
Hillsboro, Texas

San Augustine County,
San Augustine, Texas

Waller County,
Hempstead, Texas

Lampasas County,
Lampasas, Texas

Parker County,
Weatherford, Texas
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Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey Committee

Post Office Box 12276 : :

Capitol station

Austin, Tsxas 78711

Dear Mr. Latimer:

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been -placed on the National Register of Historic
Placas. Senators John G. Tower and Lloyd Bentsen ard the appropriate
Representatives are being infornmed. A leaflet explaining the National
Register is enclosed for cach of the property owners. Pleasa withhold
any publicity on this until you have received a caxbon cony of the

Congressional correspondenca.

.sincerely yours,

33gnsd)

Director
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