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U . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

C a r l D e t e r i n g 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3028 W a s h i n g t o n Aventie 
C I T V O R T O W N : 

_ H o u s t o n 
I s . LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

T e x a s 048 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

W a l l e r County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hempstead 

| 6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EX IST ING SURVEYS 

T e x a s 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c A m e r i c a n B u i l d i n g s Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1933 Federo l • State [ I Coun ty Q L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f ongress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R r 5 :̂ 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Wash ing ton DC 
C O D E 

"au8~ 
(See c o n t i n u a t i o n shee t #1) 

O 

z 

•n 

o 
2 



17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
[ g E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d 0 U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 2 5 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Liendo P l a n t a t i o n i s a l a t e Greek Revival, two-story 
frame s t r u c t u r e b u i l t by Leonard W. Groce i n 1853. The 
sixteen-room s t r u c t u r e on a ra i s e d b r i c k basement was con­
s t r u c t e d by slave labor u t i l i z i n g the red c l a y from the Brazos 
River f o r the b r i c k . 

The frame s t r u c t u r e has a five-bay composition on i t s 
main or south facade w i t h two s i x - o v e r - s i x l i g h t windows on 
each side of a wide, s i n g l e entrance door. The entrance has 
narrow s i d e l i g h t s and a transom. The doorway opening onto the 
second-floor g a l l e r y repeats t h i s scheme. A two-story, double 
pedimented g a l l e r y extends across the center three bays of the 
facade. The p o r t i c o i s supported by f o u r square wooden columns 
w i t h i n s e t panels. The p o r t i c o and the main block of the house 
lave a w e l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d b u t s i m p l y - d e t a i l e d e n t a b l a t u r e and 
box cornice. A l u n e t t x j i n the pediment o f the p o r t i c o contains 
a s t a r and the date " 185*3." 

The e x t e r i o r of the s t r u c t u r e i s sheathed i n clapboarding. 
On the i n t e r i o r , the f l o o r s and c e i l i n g s are tongue and groove 
yellow pine. The c e i l i n g of the drawing room was hand painted 
i n a design of roses and morning g l o r i e s . The same design i s 
c a r r i e d out i n the f r i e z e . The i n t e r i o r w a l l s are f i n i s h e d i n 
p l a s t e r . The wainscoating of the d i n i n g room and the second-
f l o o r bedrooms reached s i x f e e t above the f l o o r s . Fireplaces 
w i t h i n the end w a l l s are located i n the fo u r p r i n c i p a l rooms 
on the south e l e v a t i o n . A two-story frame k i t c h e n and service 
e l l extends from the west side of the rear or n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . 

The house i s i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n and has undergone 
extensive r e s t o r a t i o n i n recent years by the present owners. 
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Texas A r c h i t e c t u r a l Survey 
1965 State 
U n i v e r s i t y of Texas ( A r c h i t e c t u r e L i b r a r y ) 
A u s t i n , Texas 048 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
1965 State 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
A u s t i n , Texas 048 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I C ] 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

H 19th Centu ry 

• 20 th Century 

TEST SPECIFIC DATElsl (If Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E f C h e c * One Or More OS A p p r o p r i a t e ; 

Abor i g i n a l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 
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] C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 
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A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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n Mus i c 
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^ Sc ience 
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• T h e a t e r 
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Q Urban P l a n n i n g 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Liendo, among the most famous and h i s t o r i c Te5cas p l a n t a ­
t i o n s , was es t a b l i s h e d i n 1830 and from 1873 u n t i l the f i r s t 
decade of the t w e n t i e t h century i t was the home of Dr. Edmund 
Montgomery and E l i z a b e t Ney. The h i s t o r y o f the pr o p e r t y 
and i t s residents as o u t l i n e d below i s taken s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
from the Handbook o f Texas. 

I n 1830 Jose Justo Liendo gave Thomas F. McKinney power 
of attorney t o locate ten of the eleven leagues of land 
Liendo had purchased from the Mexican government two years 
before. McKinney located f i v e of the ten leagues i n what i s 
now Waller County, where the remarkable shape of the t r a c t 
s t i l l stands out on maps, since the survey was run t o include 
only e n t i r e l y vacant land. 

I n 1841, McKinney, s t i l l a c t i n g f o r the owner, s o l d 
Leonard W. Groce t h a t p a r t o f Liendo survey which lay n o r t h 
and west of Pond Creek, "3000 acres, more or le s s , " f o r $1,500. 
Groce increased h i s holdings through the years and i n 1860 
paid $1,200 f o r the remainder of the f i v e leagues which had 
not been s o l d . 

Groce's residence on the p l a n t a t i o n , which he named 
Liendo, was b u i l t by slave labor and completed i n 1853. The 
frame s t r u c t u r e i n the l a t e Greek Revival S t y l e contains two 
s t o r i e s above a r a i s e d basement. A "bachelors'^ h a l l " on the 
grounds was equipped t o house guests. 

A convenient stopping place between the Houston-Galveston 
area and Au s t i n , Liendo had a stream of guests which included 
the prominent of i t s day. Revenues of the p l a n t a t i o n , w h i c h 
was operated w i t h about three hundred slaves, have been 
estimated t o have been as h i g h as 80,000 t o 100,00 d o l l a r s i n 
a productive year. 

During the C i v i l War, Camp Groce was e s t a b l i s h e d at 
Liendo, where cav a l r y , a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y were r e c r u i t e d . 
Converted t o a p r i s o n e r of war camp, i t housed troops captured 
at the B a t t l e of Galveston. From September 1 t o December 1, 
1865, the p l a n t a t i o n was the camping place o f General G. A. 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the Nation^yPark Service. The recyliynended 

level of significaac* of this nomination 
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8. (cont'd) 
Custer and h i s command. 

In 1866, Groce sold the white elephant Liendo had Become but 
had t o take i t back the next year. I n 1873, Leonard.W. Groce, J r . 
sold E l i z a b e t Ney and Edmund Montgomery 1100 acres, "the homestead 
t r a c t of the l a t e Leonard W. Groce, Sr." f o r $10,000. 

Edmund Duncan Montgomery, born i n Edinburgh, Scotland i n 
1835, e a r l y i n l i f e resolved t o solve the p h i l o s o p h i c a l problems 
of l i f e and mind by the experimental method. A f t e r studying 
medicine i n Heidelberg, B e r l i n , Bonn and Wurzburg, he received 
an M. D. degree and l a t e r p r a c t i c e d medicine i n London and on the 
European Continent. 

I n 1863, he r e t i r e d t o Madeira because of a tu b e r c u l a r 
i n f e c t i o n . There h i s lo v e r , E l i z a b e t Ney, followed him and they 
were i n the B r i t i s h consulate i n November, 1863. Henceforth she 
gen e r a l l y l i v e w i t h Dr. Montgomery, but she would not admit the 
marriage and continued t o c a l l h e r s e l f Miss Ney. 

Miss Ney, a b e a u t i f u l , t a l e n t e d and s e l f - w i l l e d s c u l p t r e s s , 
had been born i n Germany i n 1833. By the l a t e 1850s, her t a l e n t 
and charm had est a b l i s h e d an i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n and she 
had made busts or statues o f such prominent f i g u r e s as Schopenhaue: 
Alexander von Humbolt, George V, King of Hanover, Bismark, King 
W i l l i a m I of Prussia, Ludwig I I of Bavaria and G a r i b a l d i . 

I n 1870, E l i z a b e t Ney became inv o l v e d i n p o l i t i c a l d i f f i c u l t i j e 
and she and Montgomery f l e d from Germany t o America. They f i r s t 
t r i e d a farm near Thomasville, Georgia, and two years l a t e r , 
on March 4, 1873, they purchased Liendo P l a n t a t i o n i n Texas. 

Montgomery devoted the remainder of h i s l i f e t o s c i e n t i f i c 
research, p h i l o s o p h i c a l r e f l e c t i o n , farming and ranching, and 
s t r i v i n g t o r a i s e the c u l t u r a l l e v e l of the community. His f i r s t 
f i v e years were devoted e x c l u s i v e l y t o the microscopic examina­
t i o n of the simplest forms of l i f e ; the next f i f t e e n t o the 
for m u l a t i o n , e x p o s i t i o n , and defense of h i s s c i e n t i f i c and 
ph i l o s o p h i c a l views, based on h i s research. His essays w r i t t e n 
during t h i s p e r i o d , were published i n the leading s c i e n t i f i c 
and p h i l o s o p h i c a l j o u r n a l s of America, England, and Germany. 

Miss Ney, however, found i t impossible t o continue her work 
as a s c u l p t r e s s . There was no s t i m u l a t i o n and no ap p r e c i a t i o n . 
For nineteen years she found her c h i e f i n t e r e s t i n r e a r i n g her 
c h i l d r e n and i n u p l i f t i n g the neighborhood Negroes. I n n e i t h e r 
undertaking d i d she meet w i t h success; i n a d d i t i o n her strange 

ways made her something of a c u r i o s i t y i n the neighborhood. 
Eventually, however, she was able t o e s t a b l i s h h e r s e l f as a 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #3) 



For* 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) ^ 3 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

W a l l e r 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATEy 

(Number all entriea) 

8. (cont'd 2) 

sculptress and secured the commission from the State of Texas t o 
execute statues o f Stephen F. A u s t i n and Sam Houston f o r the 
Texas E x h i b i t at the World's F a i r i n 1893. These two statues 
now stand i n the C a p i t o l at A u s t i n and represent Texas i n the 
C a p i t o l at Washington. This commission l e d t o her moving t o 
Austin where she b u i l t a s t u d i o . While Dr. Montgomery continued 
to l i v e at Liendo, Miss Ney spent most of her time i n A u s t i n , w i t h 
p e r i o d i c v i s i t s t o Liendo. 

Once es t a b l i s h e d as a s c u l p t r e s s i n Texas, Miss Ney received 
many other commissions, notable among which were a recumbent 
statue of General A l b e r t Sidney Johnston and her Lady Macbeth 
walking i n her sleep. 

E l i z a b e t Ney died on June 29, 1907, and was b u r i e d at Liendo 
P l a n t a t i o n . I n 1909 Dr. Montgomery deeded Liendo t o Theodore 
Law, re s e r v i n g f o r himself a l i f e i n t e r e s t and r i g h t of occupancy. 
The same year Law sold t o W.P. Graves, who i n 1910 sold the pro­
p e r t y t o George W. H a r r i s of South Dakota. Dr. Montgomery stayed 
at Liendo u n t i l h i s death A p r i l 17, 1911, and was b u r i e d there. 
I n 1943, Mrs. Laura B. H a r r i s , widow of George W. H a r r i s , sold 
her property t o Miss Willene Compton. The pro p e r t y continued as 
the Compton home u n t i l 1957. I n 1960, the pro p e r t y was purchased 
by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Detering. Mr. and Mrs. 
Detering have completely r e s t o r e d the pro p e r t y . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1965 
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|2. LOCAHON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

2 miles northeast of town of f FM 1488, ^ mile on Wyatt Chapel Roi 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hempstead 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C t 
Texas 048 

C O U N T Y : 

W a l l e r 473 

UnYted States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 

SCALE: 1 : 24000 

OATE: 1 9 6 0 . 1 9 6 1 
4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3096-111 
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Committee, Post Office Box 1227G, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Also n o t i f l c j l : United States Senate House of Representatives 

Hon. -J. J , (Jake) Fic/;J.« 
-

Hen. Georga H. >«ihon 
h'on. John Dowdy 



Properties added to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

Old Nacogdoches University Building 

Westerman Mound 

H i l l County Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

"Liendo" 

Lampasas County Courthouse 

Parker County Courthouso 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
H i l l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine County, 
San Augustine, Texas 

Waller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 
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H30-KR 

Mr. Truett La tinier 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Survey Corouitteo 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 73711 

Dear .Mr. Latiraori 

We are pleased to Inform you that the historic properties l i s t e d on 

the enclosure have l:>oen -placed on tlia Nation?! Register of Historic 

Places. Senators John G. Tower and Lloyd Bentsen ard the appropriate 

Representatives are being infomed. A le a f l e t c;q>laining the National 

Register is enclosed for each of the property owners. Please withhold 

any publicity on this u n t i l you hnve received a carbon copy of the 

CongroDsional correspend<?nce. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

Enclosures 

JUN 2 1 1971 
Entered in the Hatioual 'l<f''fl'^''^^<^'>^___.^!_Zl_.:. 

cc: 
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Properties added t o the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

T. H. Mathis House 

Levi Rockshelter 

Paint Rock Indian Pictograph Site 

Lubbock Lake Site 

Old Nacogdoches University Building 

VJesterraan Mound 

H i l l County Courthouse 

Ezekiel Cullen House 

ll Liendo' 
Lampasas County Courthouse 

Parker County Courthouse 

Aransas County, 
Rockport, Texas 

Travis County, 
Austin, Texas 

Concho County, 
Paint Rock, Texas 

Lubbock County, 
Lubbock, Texas 

Nacogdoches County, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Houston County, 
Kennard, Texas 

H i l l County, 
H i l l s b o r o , Texas 

San Augustine County, 
San Augustine, Texas 

Waller County, 
Hempstead, Texas 

Lampasas County, 
Lampasas, Texas 

Parker County, 
Weatherford, Texas 


